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EDITOR'S  CORNER 
After  a  long  period  of  apparent  quies- 
cence, and  even  retrenchment,  for  the  Li- 
brary d\iring  the  past  decade  or  so,  V.hich 
has  actually  been  a  time  of  intensiv3  plan-> 
ning  for  the  expansion  program  now  under 
way,  1951  marked  a  real  turning  point  in 
B.P.L.  history.    Evidence  of  this  inward 
ferment  was  apparent  in  the  spectacular 
success  of  the  Bookmobile,  and  the  opening 
of  the  Adams  Street  Branch  Library  and  the 
Tyler  Street  Reading  Room.    On  January  2, 
as  a  curtain  raiser  to  the  Anniversary 
Year,  the  new  Open  Shelf  Department  and 
Audio-Visual  Center  made  their  bows,  and 
Bookmobile  II  will  soon  take  to  the  road, 
testifying  further  to  the  \'lsion  and  plan- 
ning which  went  into  their  creation.  Fol- 
lowing in  quick  succession,  each  debut  has 
attracted  increased  public  interest,  and 
countless  new  friends  and  users  of  the  Li- 
brary have  been  acquired.    Such  intensive 
development,  concentrated  in  so  short  a 
span  has  inevitably  taken  no  small  toll  of 
other  services.    On  occasion,  book  quotas 
have  been  cut,  book  orders  and  preparation 
of  books  for  other  units  have  been  unavoid-' 
ably  delayed,  and  the  staff  has  been  spr^d 
regrettably  thin.    As  our  expansion  will 
be  judged  ultimately  on  the  basis  of  the 
quality  and  currency  of  the  book  collecr- 
tions,  and  the  adequacy  of  their  servicing, 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  1952  may  provide  a 
breathing  period  for  the  staff,  in  v/hich 
the  spectacular  gains  already  made  may  be 
consolidated.    Perhaps  an  appropriate  ob- 
servance of  the  Centenary  year  might  be  in- 
terpreting and  presenting  both  our  old  and 
new  services  in  fresh  and  imaginative  ways 
to  the  public,  v/hich  can  be  fickle  or 
faithful  depending  upon  the  sincerity  and 
imagination  with  v*iich  it  is  v^oood*  Rent- 
al libraries  and  the  various  mass  media 
provide  too  keen  competition  for  public 
interest  for  us  to  be  complacent  about 
even  our  more  glamorous  innovations,  and 
our  most  enthusiastic  newly-won  friends. 


Geraldine  M.  Altman,  Ruth  S.  Canneil,  Maiy  F.  Daly,  Thomas 
J.  I\ianning,  Btryl  Y,  Robinson,  Martin  F.  Waters,  Louisa  S. 
Metcalf,  Chairman 

Deadline  for  submitting  material: 
The  tenth  of  each  month 


PERSONAL  NOTES 
New  Staff  Members 

Miss  Hope  B,  Brown,  Young  People's  Room, 
lass  Mary  J.  Campbell,  Ifettapan  Branch 
Library. 

Mr  William  T.  Casey,  Open  Shelf  Depart- 
ment, formerly  part-time. 

Mrs  Lucia  S,  Faulkner,  Audio-Visual 
Center.  (Mrs  Faulkner  has  worked  both  in 
the  Toledo  Public  Library  and  the  Boston 
Public  Library.) 

Miss  Stella  Kallas,  Connolly  Branch 
Library* 

Mrs  Phyllis  R.  Kallman,  Phillips  Brooks 
Branch  Library. 

Karl  E.  Nyren,  Fine  Arts  Department. 

Mr  Charles  R.  Shaw,  Adams  Street  Branch 
Library. 

Mr  Pas quale  A.  Vacca,  Dorchester  Branch 
Library. 

Mr  Richard  J.  Waters,  Open  Shelf  Depart- 
ment, formerly  part-time. 

Resignations 

?tLss  Ruth  M.  Gomes,  Phillips  Brooks 
Branch  Library,  to  be  married. 

Miss  Amy  Hoey,  Adams  Street  Branch  Li- 
brary, to  enter  a  convent  of  the  Sisters 
of  Mercy  Order. 

Mrs  Joyce  R.  Kelley,  Office  of  the  Divi 
sion  of  Reference  and  Research  Services,  t 
live  in  Rochester,  New  York. 

Its  Mary  F.  Nagle,  Office  of  Records, 
Files,  Statistics,  to  remain  at  home. 

Mr  Joseph  F.  Turley,  Kirstein  Business 
Branch,  to  accept  a  position  with  the 
Boston  Municipal  Research  Bureau. 

Transfers 

Miss  Mary  Golden,  from  Mattapan  Branch 
Library  to  Tyler  Street  Reading  Room. 

Mr  John  W,  Hall,  from  Office  of  the  Divi 
sion  of  Home  Reading  and  Community  Service 


to  the  Audio-Visual  Center, 

Miss  Mary  J.  Littlef ield,  Charlestown 
Branch  Library  to  Tyler  Street  Reading 
Room. 

Mr  Euclid  J,  Peltier,  from  Office  of  the 
Division  of  Home  Reading  and  Community 
Services,  to  the  Audio-Visual  Center. 

Mrs  Bridie  P.  Stotz,  from  Uphams  Corner 
Branch  Library  to  East  Boston  Branch  Li- 
brary. 

Mr  T&,urice  F.  Rahilly,  from  Periodical 
and  Newspaper  Department  to  Audio-Visual 
Center. 

Engagements 

Miss  Margaret  J.  Murphy,  Charlestown 
Branch  Library^ to  Mr  Robert  J»  Bowdring  of 
Somerville. 

Miss  Patricia  M.  Wilson,  Book  PreparatLoi 
Department,  to  Seaman  First  Class  Micheal 
Venezia, 

Miss  Maiy  E,  Lyons,  Information  Office, 
to  Mr  Wallace  A,  Herrington,  of  Troy,  New 
York.    The  wedding  date  has  been  set  for 
April  20. 

liarrlages 

Miss  Lillian  L,  Friedman,  Adams  Street 
Branch  Libra ly  to  Sidney  Topol,  December 
1$,  1951* 

CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 

January  l6  -  Annual  meeting  of  the  Quarter 
Century  Club. 

January  18  -  BPLPSA  annual  meeting  and 
election  of  officers. 

January  29  -  February  2  -  Mid-Winter  Meet- 
ing, A.L.A.,  Edgewater  Beach  Hotel, Chicagcw 
February  21  -  I&d-V.^inter  Meeting,  M.L.A., 
Copley  Plaza  Hotel,  Boston. 
Febroary  26  -  Reception  for  newly  elected 
officers  followed  by  informal  program. 

^^DDING 

On  Saturday  evening,  December  IS,  at  8 
o^clock,  Miss  Lillian  L,  Friedman,  Adams 
Street  Branch  Library,  was  married  to  Jir 
Sidney  Topol,  of  Dorchester  at  the  Chateau 
Garod,  Brookline.    The  bride  wore  a  white 
satin  goi,vn  embroidered  with  pearls,  and  a 


Following  the  reception,  attended  by  many 
of  the  bride's  library  and  Simmon's  College 
friends,  the  couple  motored  to  New  York  on 
their  honeymoon.    Mr  and  Ikes  Topol  vn.ll 
make  their  home  in  Wethers field,  Natick. 

PARTIES 

Annual  Christmas  Tea 

On  Thursday  afternoon,  December  20,  there 
was  held  in  the  Y/omen's  Lounge  the  annual 
Christmas  tea  for  members  of  the  staff. 
Thanks  to  the  work  of  the  Women's  House 
Committee,  the  lounge  Viras  most  attractively 
decorated  with  laurel  chains  and  bright 
colored  ornaments.    Mrs  Vanda  B.  Cariani 
and  her  committee,  with  the  cooperation  of 
many  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Central 
Library,  supplied  delicious  home-made  cakes 
and  cookies  for  the  tea.    Everyone  was  in  a 
holiday  spirit  and  enjoyed  the  party  as  a 
most  welcome  diversion  from  the  pressure  of 
everyday  routine  work.    We  all  enjoyed 
having  an  opportunity  to  chat  once  again 
with  some  of  the  retired  staff  members, 
among  vrtnom  were  I\iiss  Toy,  Mr  Mulloney,  It" 
Rosenberg,  and  IjIt  Taylor. 

R.  C. 


Miss  Ruth  M.  Hayes,  Branch  Librarian,. 
Adams  Street  Branch  Library,  gave  a  Christ-, 
mas  party  for  her  staff  at  the  library  on 
Friday,  December  lU.    The  invited  guest  was 
Mrs  Clifford  Fay,  wife  of  the  custodian  v:ho 
acted  as  "Santa  Glaus". 


The  staff  of  the  Adams  Street  Branch  Li- 
brary held  a  pre-nuptial  party  in  the  staff 
room  on  Friday,  December  7,  19^1 ^  for  Miss 
Lillian  L.  Friedman.    A  collation  was 
served  and  Miss  Friedman  was  presented  with 
a  gift  by  her  co-workers. 


On  Friday  morning,  December  21,  19^1^ 
Miss  Amy  Hoey,  of  the  Adams  Street  Branch 
Library  was  given  a  surprise  party  by  her 
co-workers.    A  beautifully  decorated  cake 
wishing  her  "good  luck"  was  the  highlight 


finger-tip  veil.  She  was  attended  by  her  of  the  party  and  she  was  presented  with  a 
sister,  who  wore  a  Windsor  rose  tulle  dresstgift  of  moneyo    Miss  Hoey  enters  the 
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convent  of  the  Sisters  of  Mercy,  located 
in  lianchester.  New  Hampshire,  on  February 
2,  1952, 


The  lamenting  at  South  Boston  Branch 
Library  is  very  audible  these  days. 
"Y/here's  ^^iss  Connors?"  ask  the  children, 
although  for  two  years  liiss  Connors  has 
been  Mrs  Kearney,    ^/S/hatever  her  name, 
everyone  is  missing  her.    The  staff  said 
"au  re voir"  to  her  at  The  Window  Shop  in 
Cambridge  on  Saturday,  December  29>  when 
?frs  Kearney  began  a  maternity  leave  of 
absence.    Besides  a  delicious  luncheon, 
the  party  was  enhanced  by  the  presence  of 
former  members  of  the  South  Boston  Staff 
and  other  close  friends  of  Mrs  Kearney  in 
the  Library,  who  presented  her  with  a 
fitted,  leather  sewing  box  and  a  corsage. 
The  extra  assistants  also  surprised  her 
with  a  gift  of  a  beautiful  white  shawl. 
On  the  following  Saturday,  the  members  of 
the  Staff  v;ere  the  guests  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Kearney  in  their  charming  home  in  Brighton, 

ALUMNAE  NOTES 

?4r  and  Mrs  Francis  Scannell  of  Detroit, 
announce  the  birth  of  their  third  child,  ; 
Elizabeth  Keary  Scannell,  on  December  22,  i 
Mr  and  Mrs  Scannell  are  former  staff  mem- 
bers of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  Mr  I 
Scannell  is  now  a  member  of  the  Detroit  | 
Public  Library  staff. 


A  son,  Richard,  was  bom  to  Mr  and  Mrs 
Joseph  Lynch  of  Dorchester,  on  December  llj 
Mrs  Lynch  was  formerly  Rita  Carr  of  the 
Reference  Division-  and  the  Director's 
Offices, 


A  first  child,  Sylvia  Lois,  was  bom  to 
Mr  and  Jlrs  Lawrence  Markus  of  Cambridge  on 
December  11^,    Mrs  Jferkus  was  Lois  Shoe- 
make  r^  formerly  of  the  History  Department, 


Miss  Elizabeth  H,  McShane,  Branch  Li- 
brarian Emeritus,  is  in  Florida  where  she 
plans  to  stay  until  early  spring. 


Best  wishes  are  extended  to  Miss  Katharine 
F,  Muldoon,  who  is  ill  at  her  home,  290 
Market  Street,  Brighton, 


SEG  Reunion 

On  Saturday  afternoon,  January  5,  the 
Saturday  Evening  Girls,  a  group  of  women 
originally  connected  with  the  North  End 
Branch  Library  Club  House,  held  a  reunion 
at  the  West  End  Branch  Library,    Miss  Edith 
Guerrier,  Supervisor  of  Branch  Libraries, 
Emeritus,  was  the  leader  and  founder  of 
this  group  many  years  ago,  when  these  SEG 
had  their  first  story  hour  group  in  the 
library  in  1899,    From  time  to  time,  the 
girls  meet  for  reunions,  in  order  to  empha- 
size the  original  objective  of  the  group^ 
"to  maintain  and  show  a  friendship  for 
those  with  whom  they  come  in  contact,  that 
shall  foster  good  comradeship  and  contribuie 
its  quota  toward  peace  on  earth,"  Miss 
Valerie  Paling  of  Melbourne,  Australia, 
formerly  Field  Supervisor  in  charge  of  six 
D,P,  Camps  in  Germany,  spoke  on  "DPs  I 
know-  Displaced  and  Placed,"    An  exciting 
feature  of  the  afternoon's  activities  was 
a  new  issue  of  the  S«E.G.  News,  the  first 
to  be  issued  in  more  than  thirty  years, 
which  brought  the  story  of  the  S.E.G,  up 
to  date.    In  spite  of  the  storm  some  sixty 
"girls"  attended,  many  of  them  grandmothers, 
but  still  S.E.G.    Refreshments  were  served 
and  the  fun  and  excitement  of  meeting  each 
other  and  comparing  notes  ran  high.  An 
Article  on  The  S.E.G.  appeared  in  the 
January  ^  issue  of  the  Christian  Science 
Monitor, 

F.  G. 

WE  WELCOJIE  BACK 

Mr  Arthur  W,  Heintzelman  after  an  eight 
weeks  trip  to  Paris  where,  at  the  invita- 
tion of  the  French  Government,  he  made  ar- 
rangements for  an  important  exchange  exhi-" 
bition  of  prints  to  come  to  the  United 
States  in  19^2,  Mr  Heintzelman  will  report 
on  his  trip  in  the  February  issue  of  The 
Question  Tferk. 


Miss  Rosalyn  S,  Warner,  Roslindale  Branch 
Library,  after  a  recent  operation. 


BEST  ?/ISHES  FOR  A  SPEEDY  RECOVERY 
to 

Miss  Theodora  B,  Scoff,  who  is  recuper- 
ating at  home,  after  a  recent  hospitaliza- 
tion. 


PRESIDENT'S  NOTES 

The  arrival  of  the  annual  meeting  marks 
the  close  of  another  year  in  the  history 
of  the  Association  and  the  opening  up  of  a 
new  year  for  additional  opportunities  and  ; 
progress.    The  reports  of  the  officers  and: 
various  committees  will  indicate  the  accom-j 
plishments  for  the  year  but  they  will  not  j 
reveal  the  extent  of  the  individual  effort ^ 
sacrifice  of  time,  and  loyalty  to  the  As-  j 
sociation  that  participation  in  these 
duties  represents*    \'Je  are  grateful  to  all 
the  active  supporters  in  whatever  way  they 
have  made  a  contribution  and  ,  as  presi- 
dent, I  extend  my  thanks  to  the  Executive 
Board  and  to  the  chairmsn  of  the  committees 
who  have  made  it  possible  for  the  Associa- 
tion to  function  successfully  on  behalf  of 
the  membership. 


The  recommendation  of  the  Constitution 
Committee  in  regard  to  the  change  in 
Article  III  of  the  Constitution  on  the 
subject  of  dues,  will  be  based  on  the  re- 
sults of  the  poll  conducted  by  the  Special 
Committee  on  Dues,  J.iiss  Dorothy  P,  Shaw, 
chairman.    Through  the  poll  all  the  mem- 
bers will  be  able  to  indicate  their  pref- 
erence in  this  matter.    As  provided  by  the 
Constitution  the  change  will  be  voted  upon 
by  a  standing  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present  and  voting. 


The  polls  will  be  open  from  9  a.m.  until j 
2  p.m.  for  the  election  of  officers  on  j 
Friday,  January  18,  1952.    Each  member  is  j 
urged  to  feel  the  responsibility  of  cast-  j 
ing  his  vote  in  person  during  these  hours 
if  he  has  not  already  made  provision  for 
doing  so  by  absentee  ballot.    Casting  your 
vote  for  the  candidate  of  your  choice  gives 
to  each  member  the  advantages  of  a  democrat 
cy  -  a  voice  in  the  future  policy  of  the 
Association. 


WELCOM  TO  THE  NEW  OFFICER  OF  THE  LIBRARY 

The  staff  extends  a  cordial  welcome  to 
Mr  Francis  X.  Moloney,  recently  appointed 
Assistant  to  the  Director,  in  Charge  of 
Business  Operations,  who  reported  for  duty 
on  January  15, 

VISITORS 

Dr  Curt  Wormann,  Director,  The  Je-wish 
National    and  University  Library,  Jerusalem, 
Isreal, 

Miss  Rita  Wuelfing,  Municipal  Library, 
Bonn,  Germany* 

Dr  G.S,  Phylactopo\ilos,  Athens  College, 
Athens,  Greece, 

Mr  Syed  Ahmad  Bin  All,  U.S,  Information 
Office,  Singapore,  I.!!alaya. 

IN  APPRECIATION 

Miss  Pauline  Walker  2k  December  19^1 

President,  BPLPSA 

Dear  Miss  Walker: 

Please  extend  our  sincere 
thanks  to  the  Library  Staff  for  their 
generous  expression  of  Christmas  Greetings, 

Sincerely, 

(SIGNED)  Samuel  Adelstein 
"The  Coffee  Shop" 

BON  VOYAGE 

To  Miss  Ruth  Cannell,  Assistant  to  the 
Chief  Librarian,  Division  of  Home  Reading 
and  Community  Services,  who  in  connection 
with  her  recent  assignment  to  supervise 
the  installation  of  Central  Charging  in 
the  Library,  left  for  Detroit  on  January  1^ 
to  spend  three  days  studying  charging  sys- 
tems in  the  Wayne  County  and  Detroit  Public 
Libraries, 


P.A.W 
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THE  LIBRARIES  I  VI3ITED  ABROAD  j 

I 

H  i 

i 

I  wish  to  keep  to  my  subject,  yet  before ! 
leaving  the  British  Isles  I  must  say  a  few! 
words  about  my  trip  to  lona  and  Skye  in  j 
the  Hebrides.  It  is  the  combination  of  j 
sea  and  mountains  which  makes  these  island^ 
unforgettable.  I  made  my  headquarters  at  \ 
Oban  (the  accent  is  on  the  first  syllable, | 
opinions  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding) $  i 
and  a  charming  little  place  it  is,  a  kind  j 
cf  miniature  Nice  in  the  North.  From  here  ! 
go  out  the  neat  little  McBay  boats,  plying' 
the  innumerable  straits  and  lochs.  j 

From  the  fishing  port  of  Mallaig  we 
crossed  over  to  Armadale  on  Skye,  and  I 
felt  at  once  the  difference  in  temperature^' 
Skye  is  many  degrees  milder  than  the  main- i 
land.    Near  the  tiny  dock  I  found  v^hat  may| 
be  called,  with  some  exaggeration,  a  j 
general  store.    The  ancient  lady  who  v.'as 
in  charge  looked  up  into  my  face  and  asked, 
in  the  best  style  of  New  Y<^rk  reporters 
interviewing  foreign  visitors,  "How  do  you | 
like  Skye?"    I  laughed,  and  assured  her  of 
my  delight.    I  could  not  go  to  Portree,  j 
the  main  town  of  the  island,  and  did  not  j 
see  D^jinvegan  Castle,  supposedly  the  oldest  i 
habitation  in  Scotland;  but  I  saw  the  j 
Cuillins  in  all  their  sinister  glory.    By  \ 
bus  and  on  foot,  I  got  to  Loch  Dugall,  and  i 
there  suddenly  opened  up  before  me  that 
enormous  curtain  of  black  granite,  reach- 
ing from  Loch  Coruisk,  the  wildest  whirl- 
pool of  the  North,  across  the  larger  part 
of  the  island. 

lona  •ft'as  different.    We  started  out  early 
in  the  morning  and  coasted  along  the  shores] 
of  Morven,  looking  at  the  many  castles,  j 
seats  of  MacLeods,  MacLeans,  and  other 
famous  clans.    We  stopped  at  Tobermory 
(the  name  means  "the  well  of  Mary")  with  i 
its  sleepy  quay  and  crooked  streets;  and 
soon  afterwards  Staff a  and  Fingal's  Cave 
came  into  view.    The  enormous  columns , 
shielding  the  entrance,  are  an  unearthly 
sight  -  the  whole  island  is  like  a  colos- 
sal cathedral.    The  sea  v^as  rough,  so  we 
could  not  visit  the  Cave;  and  in  another 
hour  we  reached  the  sandy  beach  of  lona, 
I  shall  not  attempt  to  describe  the  ruins 
of  the  old  Benedictine  monastery;  the 
cemetery  of  the  fifty-odd  Norse,  Scottish, 
and  Irish  kings,  their  statues  lying  in 
rows  on  the  ground;  the  chapel  of  St.  Oran 
on  the  site  of  St.  Columba's'  church;  and 
the  cathedral  with  the  huge  Saxon  crosses 


in  froj^t  of  it.    The  architect  in  charge 
of  the  renovations  invited  me  to  stay  for 
a  day  or  two,  and  to  be  sure  it  was  not 
easy  t-^  tear  myself  away  from  the  place. 
We  returned  to  Oban  along  the  southern 
shore  of  Mull,  the  rocks  of  which,  extend- 
ing many  miles,  stand  watch  like  the 
gigantic  fortress  of  superhuman  beings. 

On  my  way  to  France,  I  stopped  at  Dover 
overnight,  for  I  wanted  to  see  the  Castle^ 
which  next  to  the  Tower  of  London,  has  the 
greatest  Norman  keep  in  England,  Dover 
itself  suffered  enormously  during  the  late 
War;  a  large  part  of  the  town  has  been 
entirely  destroyed,  v/ith  gaping  squares 
where  busy  streets  were  before,    A  sudden 
downpour  forced  me  into  a  haherdashery 
store,  where  I  got  into  conversation  with 
the  ovmer  about  the  peoples'  vicissitudes 
during  the  War,    The  constant  bombardment, 
I  thought,  must  have  been  frightful  to 
endure  0    les,  he  admitted,  it  was  "rather 
tiresome"  towards  the  end. 

But  it*s  time  to  cross  the  Channels  I 
had  my  first  French  meal  on  the  boat,  and 
admired  the  "white  cliffs  of  Dover r"  Then, 
turning  to  the  east,       all  scanned  the 
French  coast.    Many  of  the  people  were 
French,  returning  from  a  holiday  in  Kento 
Suddenly  I  heard  the  excited  shout  of  a 
little  boy  of  three:  "La  Franc?.,  la  Francel" 
I  felt  reassured  that  the  reports  about 
French  decadence  were  only  temporary  rumors. 

The  first  library  I  saw  was  at  Rheims, 
between  visits  to  the  Cathedral  and  the 
Church  of  Stc  Rimi©    Looking  at  the  card 
catalogue  and  steel  stacks,  one  might  think 
oneself  in  an  American  library.    While  pro- 
testing that  she  was  no  scholar,  Mile 
Reville,  the  Librarian  showed  me  quite  a 
few  of  their  treasures  -  a  fine  copy  of 
the  "Mer  des  Histoires,"  printed  by  Le  Noir, 
with  its  elaborate  border  decorations  and 
initmls;  Froissart's  "Chronistes,"  with 
many  woodcuts;  and  an  eighth-centirry  Bible ^ 
written  in  uncial  letters  in  silver  on 
purple-dyed  vellum.    I  even  helped  Mile 
Reville  to  identify  the  printer  of  a  fif- 
teenth-century German  book;  for,  as  it 
happened,  the  problem  had  come  up  in  my 
own  work  a  few  years  agOe    It  was  a  pleas- 
ant hour;  but  it  would  be  useless  to  pre- 
tend that  it  "vvas  my  chief  joy  at  Rheims,-, 
The  Cathedral  overshadows  everything..  I 
gazed  for  hours  at  the  portals,  and  found 
that  the  "smiling  angel"  of  the  West 
facade  really  smiled.    But  I  was  cautious 
in  ray  admiration,  trying  to  dijstinguish 
between  the  fourteenth-century  sculptures 
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and  those  produced  by  Mr»  Rockefeller's  I 
masons*  The  restoration  of  Rheims  Cathe-  j 
ehal  g»es  on  in  full  force,  as  the  innumer-  j 
able  new  gargoyles  lying  in  the  south  yard | 
testify,  1 

The  Interior  of  the  Cathedral  Is  extraor-^ 
dinary*    The  Iramense  choir  Includes  two 
bays  of  the  nave,  vihich  is  longer  and 
narrower  than  those  of  most  French  cathe«» 
dralsi  and  the  combined  effect  of  the 
western  and  eastern  rose  windows  is  over» 
whelmtngt    Standing  at  the  crossing,  one 
has  the  feeling  of  being  in  an  enormous 
feudal  hall,  an  impression  to  which  the 
tapestries  on  the  yralls  undoubtedly  con- 
tribute*   And  then  one  remembers  that  this 
was  the  scene  of  the  coronation  of  the 
French  kings  ever  since  the  thirteenth  cen-' 
tury«    Rheims  Cathedral, vrlth  its  worldly 
splendor,  was  built  not  only  for  the  glory 
ef  God-  but  also  for  the  glory  of  the 
kings  of  France • 

At  Beauvais,  I  saw  the  largest  Gothic 
choir  ever  erected,  its  precipitous 
heights  reaching  to  over  a  hundred  and 
fifty  feet;  and  also  the  smallest  nave,  a 
tiay  Carolingian  chapel.  Three-quarters 
of  Beauvais  was  put  to  the  torch  by  the 
Germans,  and  the  bustle  and  the  constant 
hammering  reminds  one  of  the  building  of  a 
new  town  in  the  American  Middle  West.  But 
one  quarter  of  the  town  has  survived,  and 
there  I  went  to  visit  the  library,  located 
In  the  Prefecture.    Being  at  Beauvais,  I 
wanted  to  see  the  work  of  the  great  ency- 
clopedist, the  librarian  of  St»  Louis • 
But  Vtjicent  de  Beauvais  is  no  prophet  in 
-^his  home  town;  I  had  great  difficulty  in 
explaining  to  the  assistant  what  book  I 
meant*    Finally,  the  Archivist  rescued  us, 
dragging  out  what  is  perhaps  the  largest 
.copy  of  the  huge  "Spec\ilum  Historiale*" 
^terwards,  he  shovred  me  a  number  of  late* 
Carolingian  manuscripts  -  lectionaries  and 
^spellaries  -  with  their  blue  and  green 
joutline  drawiTigs. 

Of  course,  I  revisited  Chartres  -  that 
iincomparable  miracle,  the  apogee  of  the 
•art  of  Christendom.    The  twelfth-century 
irindows  of  the  tsest  portal  hold  one  be- 
witched, until  the  ceaseless  sighs  of  "0, 
ce  bleu,  ce  blaif'stir  up  an  anger  which 
sends  one  fleeing  to  the  other  end  of  the 
Cathedral,    The  monumental  clerestory 
"Windows  are  unsurpassed;  and  one  tries  in 
^in  to  decide  vriiich  is  more  beautiful, 
the  north  window  of  St.  Anne  or  the  south 
window  of  Christ.    T^//o  weeks  later  I  saw 
the  windows  of  the  Cathedral  at  Angers 


under  even  better  circ'umstano«8>  for  the 
organist  took  me  up  to  the  narrow  tier 
that  runs  around  the  interior.    The  twelfth- 
century  windows  are  so  light  that  at  first 
one  thinks  them  imitations,  until  one 
realizes  that  this  glass  had  to  be  thinner 
than  the  richer  and  more  brilliant  thir- 
teen-century  glass,  for  the  stuall  Roman- 
esque windows  i^ad  to  admit  more  light  than 
the  large  Gothic  openings* 

I  hope  that  no  one  will  charge  me  with 
digression  for  speaking  of  the  stained 
glass  windows*    They  were  the  books  of  the 
poor  who  never  learned  to  read*  They 
offered  all  the  Biblical  narratives  and 
also  innumerable  legends.    Nor  are  they 
very  different  from  the  miniatures  In  the 
manuscripts.    Indeed,  the  latter  were  often 
copied  from  the  windows  -  If  act  made  by 
the  same  artists. 

Paris  Is  the  same  as  evert    what  strikes 
one  most  is  the  unchanging  quality  of  the 
city.    For  one  expects  changes,  after  all 
these  apocalyptic  years.    The  War  has  left 
Paris  unscarred.    The  plaster  on  the  build- 
ings is  more  ready  to  fall  off,  but  the 
color  blends  even  more  beautifully  with 
the  whole J  the  cafes  are  perhaps  shabbier, 
but  they  are  as  crowded  as  ever  (mostly 
with  Americans);  the  food  is  expensive, 
but  not  if  you  consider  what  you  get  for 
your  money*    And  the  Gai^eo  of  the 
Tuileries  still  speaks  of  grandeupj  the 
Opera,  with  its  ornate  fai^ad^,  is  still  a 
magnet;  and  the  Boulevard  des  Capucines 
seems  as  intimate  as  the  main  street  of 
of  your  own  town*    The  office  of  the  Amer- 
ican Express  is  crowded  at  all  hours,  with 
long  queues    of  people  waiting  in  the 
basement  for  mail  from  overseas*  One 
morning,  in  the  young  woman  standing  be- 
fore me  I  recognized  a  glamorous  movie 
actress,  one  of  those  who,  m  are  told, 
receive  a  thousand  fan  letters  a  week. 
Her  grimace  of  disappointment,  as  the 
mademoiselle  at  the  window  reported  that 
there  was  no  mail  for  her,  waf  worthy  of 
the  best  shots  that  were  eve?  coaxed  out 
of  her  in  Hollywood* 

At  Rouen,  again,  I  went  to  the  library* 
The  huge  reading  room  serves  also,  in  part 
at  least,  as  stacks;  books  are  piled  up  to 
the  very  ceiling,  with  ladders  provided  in 
each  tier*    It  must  be  a  dangerous  opera- 
tion to  scale  those  heights;  however,  while 
I  was  there,  there  was  no  rush  for  the 
books.    The  Librarian,  whom  sixteen  years 
ago  I  met  in  Spain  at  the  l5ternational 
Conference  of  Librarians,  wao  on  vacatiOHi 


but  her  aosistants  tried  to  substitute  for  i 
her,    Ylhen  they  too  produced  a  copy  of  } 
Le  Noir's  "Mer  des  Histoires"  I  politely  j 
protested  (as  I  had  to  later  on  several 
other  occasions)}  but  I  enjoye^^  seeing  a 
fine  "Romas  de  la  Rose,"  with  innumerable 
small  miniatures,  j 

The  Rouen  library  has  one  of  the  most  j 
valuable  collections  of  incunabulae  and  | 
manuscripts  among  the  provincial  French  i 
libraries  -  but,  again,  it  would  be  vain 
pretense  to  say  that  I  came  to  Rouen  for 
them.    The  facade  of  the  Cathedral  is  in- 
tact, but  the  nave  was  hit  and  the  whole 
edifice  broken  in  two.    On  the  south  side, 
the  Porta il  des  Libraires  with  its  book 
stalls  is  gone;  one  can  only  visit  the 
north  trancept,    St,  Maclou,  apart  from  its 
pentagonal  front,  is  entirely  gutted.  But 
the  Church  of  St»  Ouen  is  unimpaired  and, 
coming  from  England,  its  similarity  to  the 
English  cathedrals  is  striking.    In  the 
typical  French  cathedrals  of  the  lie  de 
France  the  nave  with  its  rows  ©f  chapels 
is  nearly  as  vdde  as  it  is  long;  this  is 
why,  although  taller  than  the  English  ones, 
they  seem  lower.    But  St,  Ouen,  like  the 
English  cathedrals,  has  the  shape  of  a  per- 
fect Latin  cross.    It  is  also  a  magnifi-  i 
cent  example  of  the  reciprocity  of  artistlci 
influences.    The  English  churches,  erected  } 
by  Norman  bishopg,  were  patterned  upon  the 
churches  of  NonnanAy;  in  turn,  St.  Ouen,  \ 
built  in  the  fourteenth  century,  v/as  pat- 
terned upon  English  churches. 

The  tapestry  of  Qjieen  Matilda  at  Bayeux, 
depicting  the  invasion  of  England  by  i 
William  the  Conqueror,  seems  surprisingly  i 
fresh  and  amusing.    Eighteen  inches  wide  ! 
and  more  than  tv/o  hundred  feet  long,  it 
consists  of  some  sixty  episodes  which,  like 
huge  miniatures,  are  full  of  inventiveness, 
Bayeux  itself,  with  its  many  old  houses, 
is  charming,    I  arrived  at  night  in  a  ter- 
rible rain;  but  as  the  weather  cleared,  I 
went  for  a  stroll  in  the  cobble-stoned 
streets;  and  in  the  morning  it  was  a 
pleasure  to  watch  the  awakening  of  the 
town,  as  one  by  oae  the  maids  aijd  house- 
wives appeared  on  the  streets  with  pail 
and  broora  to  clean  the  sidewalk! ,  Inci- 
dentally, Bayeux  deserves  fame  for  its 
patisserie  almost  as  much  as  for  it 
tapisserie, 

Mont-St.-Mchel  is  as  unique  as  it  is 
supposed  to  be,    I  stayed  at  Madame 
Poulard's,  one  of  the  many  hotels  which 
claim  direct  descent  from  the  eftablish- 
merit  •f  the  original  Madame  -  ajd  spent 


the  better  part  of  a  day  in  the  Abbey* 
The  Salle  des  Chevaliers  is  the  most 
beautiful  Gothic  hall  in  the  world j  and 
frou  the  terrace  of  the  Cathedral  there  is 
a  magnificent  view  of  the  ocean.    Seven  or 
eight  old  Bret»n  women  wp.re  in  the  crowd, 
dressed  in  black,  with  their  tall  white 
head-ornaments  bobbing  up  and  down  like  as 
many  sugar  loaves.    They  told  me  they  were 
from  Finis terr©,  and  when  I  informed  them 
that  I  came  from  Boston,  the  oldest  of  them 
clapped  her  hands  in  amazement,  "From 
Boston,  in  America,    So  far  as  that!"  Once 
upon  a  time  the  library  of  Mont-St, -Michel 
was  celebrated  for  its  manuscripts,  but 
th«  halls  are  empty  nowj  only  the  reader's 
lectern  in  the  refectory  recalls  the  books 
which  were  once  treasured  there. 

Through  St,  Malo  -  completely  destroyed 
by  the  Germans,  but  now  being  rebuilt  with- 
in its  amazing  ramparts  »  I  travelled  to 
Rennes,  a  modem  city,  with  no  fortress  or 
great  cathedral.    The  public  library  has 
been  transferred  to  the  Seminaire,  a  few 
blocks  from  the  impressive  Palais  de  Justice, 
It" is  combined  with  the  university  librarv^ 
and  M»  llklo-Renault,  the  Librarian,  did 
everything  to  make  my  visit  profitable,  We 
examined  a  number  of  fine  manuscripts,  but 
noije  finer  than  our  own  Rennes  Book  of  Hours, 
made  at  the  end  of  the  fourteenth  century 
for  a  Breton  duchess. 

At  Angers,  of  \*ich  I  have  already  spoken, 
I  merely  went  by  the  library.    But  the  tre- 
mendous fortress,  the  Cathedral  and  the 
Church  of  the  Trinity  across  the  river 
Maine,  the  fifteenth-century  houses  with 
their  carved  wooden  statues,  and  above  all 
the  tapestries  in  the  Bishop's  Palace 
offered  keen  competition.    Those  fourteen 
panels  of  the  Apocalypse  are  the  most  ex- 
quisite masterpieces  of  the  art  of  vreaving. 
Their  naive  charm  and  clear  simplicity  make 
the  allegories  of  even  the  best  Gobelins  or 
Bruxelles  v/ork  seem  heavy  and  confusing* 

I  stayed  five  days  at  Tours,  or  rather  in 
Touraine,  visiting  the  great  chateaux  of 
Chambord,  Chauraont,  Amboise,  Chinon,  Loches, 
Langeais,  and  many  more.^  revelling  in  the 
architecture  and  sculpture  of  the  French 
Renaissance,    I  saw  books,  too,  almost 
everywhere.    At  Langeais,  which  is  now  under 
the  care  of  the  Institut  de  France,  large 
folios  were  lying  on  the  tables,  the  atlases 
of  Blaeu  and  Hondius,  such  as  are  now  on 
exhibit  in  our  Treasure  Room,    There  was  a 
complete  library  at  Chaumont  with  modern 
additions  by  the  last  owner.    However,  the 
fine»t  chateau  library  is  at  Fontainebleau, 
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in  the  hall  named  after  Diane  de  Poitiers,  remarked  that  it  was  a  pretty  big  fish» 


The  attendants  obligingly  looked  in  the 
other  direction  while  I  took  some  of  the 
books  off  the  shelves. 

It  was  at  the  "Gargantua"  at  Chinon,  the 


"Sometimes  they  weigh  a  kilo  or  even  two," 
the  fisherman  wistfully  confirmed,  I 
watched  and  watched,  and  finally  asked, 
"Do  you  often  catch  a  barbeau?"    "Ooo,  noo," 


birthplace  of  Rabelais,  that  I  had  my  best;the  angler  replied,  "very  seldom,"    I  be- 


and  biggest  meal.    I  regret  that  space  . 
does  not  permit  me  to  ennuraerate  all  the 
good  things  I  ate.    However,  I  sincerely 
congratulated  the  proprietess  for  carrying 
on  the  good  name  of  her  house. 

Tours  is  the  city  of  Alcuin,  where  the 
former  Bishop  of  York  established  his 
great  scriptorium  at  the  invitation  of 
Charlemagne,    Its  library  has  been  famous 
ever  since  for  its  great  collection  of 
Carolingian  manuscripts,  which  vrere 


lieved  him;  I  never  saw  anyone  catch  a  fish 
in  the  Seine. 

Nor  have  I  ever  seen  the  bouquinistes  sell 
a  book»    Sitting  on  a  bench  in  their  long 
blue  smocks,  deep  in  reading,  they  might 
even  regard  a  customer  as  an  intruder.  Like 
the  fishermen,  they  are  in  business  for  the 
fun  of  it. 

As  you  may  judge,  I  had  a  very  pleasant 
vacation.    The  members  of  my  Department  have 
already  heard  about  it  aplenty.    One  Sunday 


studied  most  exhaustively  by  the  late  R.  K^aftemoon,  as  I  was  telling  them  about  the 


Rand  of  Harvard,    To  see  some  of  them,  I 
made  an  appointment  vdth  M,  Collon,  the 
Librarian.    Most  of  the  manuscripts  are 
still  in  shelter  -  and  it  was  well  that 
they  had  been  placed  there,  for  whole 
sections  of  the  city  are  in  ruins;  but  M, 


isea  around  lona  which  was  the  setting  for 
I  that  beautiful  film  "I  Know  Where  I'm  Going," 
|who  should  \valk  in  but  the  Old  Fisherman  of 
:the  play  -  Mr  Finlay  Currie,  the  actor.  It 
was  then  he  presented  to  the  Library  his  old 
Armenian  Bible  with  the  richly-sculptured 
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Collon  brought  over  enough  volumes  to  make  silver  binding.  The  wonder-working  powers 
my  visit  memorable.    Looking  at  those  of  the  Island  of  St.  Columba  are  not 

Gospels  T^ritten  in  the  moat  exquisite  pris- exhausted  yet, 
tine  minuscules,  I  mentioned  the  name  of 
Alcuin;  but  M,  Collon  informed  me  that 
long  before  him  there  was  a  scriptorium  at 
St.  Ifertin,  impatiently  pointing  towards 
where  the  fourth-century  abbey  once  stood. 
It  was  a  remarkable  instance  of  Gallic 
nationalism,  evoked  by  the  very  symbol  of 
the  international  unity  of  scholarship. 

Back  in  Paris,  I  revisited  the  Library 
of  St,  Genevieve,  near  the  Pantheon;  and 
went  twice  to  the  National  Library,  M, 
Guignard,  the  Keeper  of  Rare  Books  -  or 
rather,  Conservateur  des  Livres  Rares  - 
placed  before  me  a  wide  variety  of  books, 
including  some  of  the  choicest  Verards  on 
■^ellum  and  bindings  by  Le  Gascon  and 
Pasdeloup,    I  recalled  the  evening  which 


Because  of  the  pressure  fif  work  at  the 
Ipresent  time  in  both  the  Central  Library 
land  the  Branch  Libraries,  the  Program  Com- 
;mittee  has  received  permission  from  the 
lExecutive  Board  to  postpone  the  skit  on  the 
'history  of  the  Library  until  a  date  which 
Iwill  be  annoimced  in  the  near  future, 
j    At  the  request  of  the  Executive  Board 
I  the  Program  Committee  is  planning  a  recep- 
jtion  for  the  newly*elected  officers,  fol- 
on  my  last  visit  to  Paris,  in  1937,  I  spentlowed  by  an  informal  program,    Ple-^se  sav? 
here  with  his  predecessor,  and  M,  Guignard  j  the  date  -  Tuesday  evening,  February  26j^l>'52» 
told  me  that  M,  Dacier  was  now  living  in      ; / 
retirement  near  Paris,  still  continuing 
his  research,    "VVe  both  smiled,  thus  paying 
tribute  to  a  real  scholar,  a  simple  and 
modest  man,  a  good  librarian, 

I  often  watched  the  amateur  fishermen  of 
the  Seine,  those  vacationing  workmen  in 
blue  jeans,  holding  their  long  poles  hour 
after  hour.    One  evening,  on  the  Pont  de 
Caroussel,  I    asked  one  what  kind  of  fish 
there  v^ere  in  the  Seine,    "Le  barbeau, 
Monsie^jir,"  he  answered.    The  barbeau  is  a 
distant  relative  of  our  pike,  and  I 


CALLING  ALL  SLA  ELIGIBLES 

Are  you  a  member  of  S  LA? 
If  not,  isn't  it  about  time  you  joined? 
Professionally,  your  name  should  be  on 
ithe  Special  Libraries  Association  member- 
Iship  list,  while  socially  you  owe  it  to 
lyourself  to  become  acquainted  vdth  other 
jspecial  librarians,  more  especially  those 
I  in  Boston  Chapter, 


I 
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Membership  in  Boston  Chapter  or  the         | Boston,  vd.thout  any  payment,  On  presentation 
national  organization  offers  many  advan-     |of  a  simple  request  on  a  prepared  form.  In 
tages»  i point  of  fact,  it  is  a  gratuitous  circulat- 

Here  in  Boston  our  meetings  are  monthly  ,ing  library  open  to  all  Boston,  rich  or  poor, 
for  the  most  part.    The  program  features  a  ! young  or  old.    The  books  seemed  in  general 
dinner,  business  meeting,  speakers,  social 'to  be  confided  to  young  children,  "who  came 
hour  and  visits  to  libraries.    The  custom  'as  messengers  from  their  fathers  and  mother^ 
is  to  hold  meetings  in  libraries  in  various! or  brothers  and  sisters.    No  question  vrhat- 
parts  of  the  Metropolitan  area,  and  even  atjever  is  asked,  if  the  applicant  in  knowi  or 
points  beyond,  on  occasion.  jthe  place  of  his  residence  undoubted.  If 

Boston  Chapter  sponsors  a  placement  bu-  | there  be  no  such  knowledge,  or  there  b'e  any 
reau  for  the  benefit  of  its  members.    It     ! doubt  as  to  the  residence,  the  applicant  is 
publishes  a  BULLETIN  on  a  monthly  basis,     ;questioned,  the  object  being  to  confine  the 
offering  news  on  what  goes  on  among  special] use  of  the  library  to  the  bona  fide  inhab- 
libraries  and  librarians.    Over  and  above  litants,  and  all  those  200,000  are  entitled 
that,  membership  in  the  Chapter  brings  you  j  to  them.    Some  twenty  men  and  women  are 
in  contact  with  many  of  the  leading  librar-jkept  employed  from  morning  to  night  in 
ians  of  Boston  and  New  England.  "carrying  on  this  circulating  library;  and 

Persons  wishing  to  join  the  national  or- 'there  is,  moreover,  attached  to  the  estab- 
ganization  automatically  become  members  of  jlishment  a  large  reading-room  supplied  with 
the  Chapter.    Those  who  v.dsh  to  join  only  j papers  and  magazines,  open  to  the  public  of 
the  local  group  do  not  participate  in  the   j Bos ton  on  the  same  terms, 
activities  or  enjoy  the  privileges  of  the  j    "Of  course  I  asked  whether  a  great  many 
national  association."  'of  the  books  were  not  lost,  stolen,  and 

If  you  have  any  questions  about  S.L.A.     :destroyedj  and  of  course  I  was  told  that 
please  see  Leonard  J.  Macmillan,  Book  Pur- I  there  were  no  losses,  no  thefts,  and  no 
chasing  Department,  Boston  Public  Library  ides traction.    As  to  thefts,  the  librarian 
representative  for  S.L.ii.  idid  not  seem  to  think  that  any  instance  of 

jsuch  an  occurrence  could  be  found.  Among 
^^A^,i-it^-^<^  jthe  poorer  classes  a  book  might  sometimes 

Ibe  lost  when  they  were  changing  their  lodg- 
A  BACK^'CARD  GLANCE  jings,  but  anything  so  lost  was  more  than 

ANTHONY  TROLLOPE  VISITS  THE  B.P.L.        jreplaced  by  the  fines.    A  book  is  taken  out 

If  or  a  week,  and  if  not  brought  back  at  the 

(Out  of  his  travels  in  North  America  in  jend  of  the  week,  when  the  loan  can  be  renew- 
1861  Anthony  Trollope  fashioned  a  book,      .ed  if  the  reader  wishes,  a  fine,  I  think  of 
"North  America",  which  v;-as  republished  in  |two  cents  is  incurred.    The  children,  when 
1951  by  Knopf.    One  of  the  chapters  in  the  !too  late  with  the  books,  bring  in  the  two 
book  is  devoted  to  Boston  and  therein  the   icents  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  the  sum  so 
author  speaks  of  a  visit  to  the  B.P.L.)       jcollected  fully  replaces  all  losses.  It 

"I  went  to  see  a  public  library  in  the     (was  all  couleur  de  rose j  the  librarianesseg 
city,  which,  if  not  founded  by  Mr.  Bates     llooked  very  pretty  and  learned,  and,  if  I 
whose  name  is  so  well  known  in  London  as     jremember  aright,  mostly  wore  spectacles; 
connected  with  the  house  of  Messrs.  Baring^jthe  head  librarian  was  enthusiastic;  the 
has  been  greatly  enriched  by  him.    It  is     nice  instructive  books  were  properl'-  dog's- 


by  his  money  that  it  has  been  enabled  to 
do  its  work.    In  this  library  there  is  a 


great  many  volumes,  as  there  are  in  most 
public  libraries.    There  are  books  of  all 


earedj  my  own  productions  were  in  enormous 
demand;  the  call  for  books  over  the  counter 


certain  number  of  thousands  of  volumes  -  a  Iwas  brisk,  and  the  reading-room  was  full  of 


readers, 

"It  has,  I  dare  say,  occurred  to  other 


classes,  from  ponderous  unreadable  folios, ^travellers  to  remark  that  the  proceedings 
of  which  learned  men  know  the  title-pages,  |at  such  institutions,  v^rhen  visited  by  them 
down  to  the  lightest  literature.    Novels     on  their  travels,  are  always  rose  coloured, 
are  by  no  means  eschevred,  -  are  rather,  if 
I  understood  aright,  considered  as  one  of 

the  staples  of  the  library.    From  this  li- bany  books  are  called  for  and  returned  un- 


■^t  is  natural  that  the  bright  side  should 
be  shown  to  the  visitor*    It  may  be  tha.t 


brary  any  book,  excepting  such  rare  vol- 
umes as  in  all  libraries  are  considered 
holy,  is  given  out  to  any  inhabitant  of 


read,  that  many  of  those  taken  out  are  so 
taken  by  persons  who  ought  to  pay  for  their 
novels  at  circulating  libraries,  that  the 


librarian  and  librarianesses  get  very  j 
tired  of  their  long  hours  of  attendance,  j 
-  for  I  found  that  they  were  very  long;  -j 
and  that  many  idlers  warm  themselves  in  | 
that  reading  room:  nevertheless  the  fact  , 
remains,  -  the  library  is  public  to  all  | 
the  men  and  women  in  Boston,  and  books  arej 
given  out  without  payment  to  all  who  may  ' 
choose  to  ask  for  them.  Vi/hy  should  not 
the  great  Mr,  Mudie  emulate  Mr.  Bates,  ant^ 
open  a  library  in  London  on  the  same  { 
system?  } 
"The  librarian  took  me  into  one  special  ' 
room,  of  which  he  himself  kept  the  key,  td 
show  me  a  present  which  the  library  had  [ 
received  from  the  English  Government.  Th^ 
room  was  filled  with  volumes  of  two  sizes, | 
all  bound  alike,  containing  descriptions 
and  drawings  of  all  the  patents  taken  out  ; 
in  England.  According  to  this  librarian  ! 
such  a  work  would  be  invaluable  as  to  j 
American  patents;  but  he  conceived  that  | 
the  subject  had  become  too  confused  to  | 
make  such  an  undertaking  possible.  'I  never, 
allow  a  single  volume  to  be  used  for  a  i 
moment  without  the  prescence  of  myself  or  i 
one  of  my  assistants,'  said  the  librarian;! 
and  then  he  explained  to  me,  when  I  asked  : 
him  7rfiy  he  was  so  particular,  that  the 
drawings  would, as  a  matter  of  course,  be 
cut  out  and  stolen  if  he  omitted  his  care.j 
'But  they  may  be  copies,'  I  said*  'Yes;  ■. 
but  if  Jones  merely  copies  one.  Smith  may  : 
come  after  him  and  copy  it  also.  Jones  I 
will  probably  desire  to  hinder  Smith  from  j 
having  any  evidence  of  such  a  patent. '  As  j 
to  the  ordinary  borrowing  and  returning  ofi 
books,  the  poorest  labourer's  child  in  I 
Boston  might  be  trusted  as  honest;  but  j 
when  a  question  of  trade  came  up,  of  com-  ' 
mercial  competition,  then  the  librarian  j 
was  bound  to  bethink  himself  that  his  j 
■".oimtrymen  are  very  smart.  'I  hope,'  saidj 
the  librarian,  'you  will  let  them  know  in  j 
Fr.'^land  how  grateful  we  are  for  their  | 
pr?s6nt.'  And  I  hereby  execute  that  li- 
brarian's commission."  I 

Editor's  Note:  | 
Our  editorial  thanks  to  Mr  j 
Edward  Casey,  Cataloging  and  Classifica- 
tion Department,  Division  of  Reference  ana 
Research  Services,  for  calling  our  atten-  , 
tion  to  these  entertaining  observations  • 
some  of  which  prompts  us  to  reflect  that  | 
after  almost  a  century  "tout  ^a  change,  i 
tout  c'est  la  meme  chcyse.'^  in  the  B.P.L.t  j 


BECAUSE  YOU  CARED 

(Extracts  from  a  letter  to  the  Chairman 
of  the  B.P.L.P.S.A.  Special  Committee  on 
CARE  from  the  Director  of  the  Nev/  England 
Committee  for  CARE.) 

Dear  Miss  McDonald: 

In  the  years  since 
World  War  II  ended,  the  postwar  picture 
has  changed.    The  need  has  shifted  from 
the  emergency  of  relief  for  the  starving 
to  the  further-reaching  goals  of  recon- 
struction.   Any  feeling  that  once  the  war 
was  over  America  would  go  home  and  forget 
has  been  disproved.    On  the  government 
level,  America's  awareness  of  responsibil- 
ity brought  the  Marshall  Plan.    On  the 
individual  level,  it  brought  the  continu- 
ing expansion  of  a  unique  American  agency  - 
CARE. 

The  very  name  of  CARE  is  a  symbol  of  the 
willingness  of  Americans  to  help  build  a 
new  and  better  world.  Its  initials  stand 
for  the  Cooperative  for  American  Remit- 
tances for  Europe  -  a  joint  organization 
created  by  the  major  welfare  agencies  of 
the  United  States  to  meet  the  need  for  a 
person-to-person  package  service. 

It  was  to  the  voluntary  agencies  that 
President  Truman's  Vifar  Relief  Control 
Board  turned,  a  few  months  after  the  war, 
to  ask  help  in  solving  the  problem  ^f 
immediate  overseas  aid. 

Thus,  when  you  see  the  statement  in 
CARE'S  literature  that  CARE  is  "government 
approved",  this  is  not  an  idle  claim.  On 
the  contrary,  this  government  approval  has 
grown  steadily  in  the  more  than  four  years 
if  care's  operation,    CARE  has  won  the 
praise  of  President  Truman  himself,  of 
General  Eisenhower  and  of  many  other 
leaders  of  American  life,  both  in  and  out 
of  government. 

It  was  government  cooperation,  too,  thao 
helped  CARE  with  the  practical  problem 
involved  in  getting  food  relief  into  Europe 
without  undue  delayc    Wnen  the  war  ended, 
a  large  stock  of  military  ration  packages 
remained.    They  were  the  famous  10-in-l 
packages,  so  called  because  they  contained 
enough  food  to  feed  10  soldiers  for  a  day© 
CARE  purchased  two  million  of  these  pack- 
ages from  the  War  Assets  Administration  to 
initiate  its  service. 

Because  of  its  governments  support,  CARE 
was  also  able  to  enter  int*?  agreements  with 
European  governments  for  the  admission  of 


.11- 


CARE  packages  free  of  customs  duties  or 
charges  of  any  kind.    This  was  an  added 
boon  to  the  recipients,  for  they  were  in 
no  financial  condition  to  pay  duties.  An 
equally  important  feature  of  the  service 
v;-as  that  the  recipients  suffered  no  loss 
of  their  regular  rations* 

But  though  CARE  had  government  approval 
and  cooperation,  it  was  individual  effort 
that  put  the  agency  across*  It  was  indi- 
vidual generosity  that  brought  orders  for 
packages  flooding  into  CARE  headquarters 
in  ever  increasing  volume  from  all  over 
the  country* 


It  has  developed  from  a  designated  ser- 
vice for  relatives  and  friends  to  an  organ- 
ization through  which  thousands  of  Ameri« 
cans  have  extended  help  to  thousands  of 
strangers  in  the  lands  across  the  seas. 
And  from  its  headquarters  in  New  York  it 
has  branched  out  to  local  offices  in  major 
cities  of  the  United  States,  Canada  and 
South  America,  in  order  to  serve  more 
people  effectively, 

CARE  can  look  back  to  having  safely  de- 
livered more  than  ten  million  packages 
overseas  -  9h  percent  of  them  food*  It 
I  looks  ahead  to  delivering  millions  more  on 


To  fulfillthe  obligations  it  had  under- jbehalf  of  the  American  people.  It  is  en- 
couraged to  believe  that  public  support, 
such  as  that  of  the  Professional  Staff 


taken,  CARE  faced  the  necessity  of  estab- 
lishing a  widespread  operation  both  here 

and  overseas.    In  New  York,  it  meant  o stab. -j  Association  of  the  Boston  Public  Library, 
asing  division;  training      ,;  will  continue  because  it  knows  what  CARE 


lishing  a  purch 
corps  of  clerks  to  catalogue  and  index  the 
orders  that  poured  in;  finding  executives 
•who  would  keep  a  tight  check  on  expendi- 
tures and  expenses.    Abroad,  it  meant 


setting  up  a  network  of  warehouses  at  stra-  ing  the  past  year, 
tegic  centers  in  which  thousands  of  pack- 
ages could  be  stockpiled  and  drawn  upon  as 
the  orders,  airmailed  from  New  York, 
arrived. 

The  organization  established  in  each 
country  overseas  was  headed  by  an  American 
Chief  of  Missions,  chosen  for  his  knowledge 
of  the  country  and  his  experience  in  the 
administration  of  relief  programs.  His 
clerical  staff  is  usually  chosen  from  the 
native  population.    But  complete  supervi- 
sion of  the  CARE  operation  in  each  country 
remains  in  American  hands.    This  is  pro- 
vided for  in  the  standard  CARE  agreement 
with  foreign  governments. 

It  was  early  in  19U6  that  the  first  CARE 
representative  in  Europe  delivered  the 


still  means  to  the  people  it  reaches. 

With  sincere  thanks  and  congratulations 
to  you  for  the  wonderful  job  you  have  done 
as  CARE  Chairman  of  your  Association  dur- 


I  am, 

Very  truly  yours, 

(SIGNED)  Edward  W,  Joyce,Jr, 
Director 


Dear  Fellow  Members: 


It's  been 


"So  longl 
good  to  know  you,.,," 

We're  off  on  the  road  to  retirement  with 
many  thanks  and  mighty  huzzas  for  yoiu* 
support  throughout  the  past  year.  Great 
has  been  your  generosity. 

In  19^2  let's  continue  to  share  with  CARE 


first  CARE  food  package  to  the  first  Euro-  |  and  help  make  a  better  world  for  all  of  us. 
pean  citizen.    This  took  place  amid  the 


ruins  of  the  French  port  city  of  Le  Havre, 
The  previous  day,  the  3.S,  American  Travel- 
ler had  steamed  into  the  harbor  bearing  the 
first  shipment  of  CARE  food  packages  - 
15,CC0  in  all. 

From  this  comparatively  small  beginning 
CARE  was  launched  on  a  program  that  is  now 
well  into  its  sixth  year.    Since  then, 
CARE  has  expanded  from  the  one  foreign 
country  to  17  -  and  from  Europe  to  Japan, 
Okinawa,  Korea,  the  Philippines,  India, 
Isreal  and  Pakistan,    It  has  grown  from  a 
one -package  service  to  an  operation  meeting 
various  needs  with  a  variety  of  food  and 
textiles,  and  with  a  book  program  that  is 
helping  to  rebuild  war-wrecked  libraries 
ind  schools. 


Special  Committee  on  CARE 

Emilia  Lange 

Veronica  Lehane 

Bette  Freer 

Sarah  Richman 

liay  JfcDonald,  Chairman 


NEW  BOOKS  IN  THE  STAFF  LIBRARY 
Fiction 

Lin,  Hazel  Ai  Chun 
The  physicians. 
New  York,  J,  Day,  19^1. 

McMullen,  Mary 
Strangle  hold« 
Nevf  York,  Harper,  1951  • 

Iferquand,  John  P» 

Melville  Goodwin,  USA, 
Boston,  Little,  Brown,  1951* 

Monsarrat,  Nicholas, 
The  cruel  sea# 
New  York,  Knopf,  19^1. 

Roy,  Gabrielle  C, 

Where  nests  the  water  hen. 

New  York,  Harcourt,  Brace,  19^1 • 

Styron,  William, 

Lie  down  in  darkness, 
Indianapolis,  Bobbs-IIerrill,  1951  • 

Yenni,  Julia  T, 

The  spellbound  village. 

New  York,  Harcourt,  Brace,  195l» 

Non-Fiction 

Fowler,  Gene 
Schnozzola . 

New  York,  Viking  Press,  1951. 

Keith,  Agnes  N, 
l%ite  roan  returns. 
Boston,  Little,  Brown,  1951. 

Mann,  Thomas 

The  Holy  Sinner. 

New  York,  Knopf,  1951. 

Michener,  James  A, 
The  voice  of  Asia. 
New  York,  Random  House,  1951 

Pearson,  Hesketh 
Dizzy. 

New  York,  Harper,  195l» 

Rombauer,  Irma  S, 
The  joy  of  cooking, 
Indianapolis,  Bcbbs -Merrill,  195l» 


DEPARTMT  NOTES 

Patent  Room 

The  following  Christmas  greeting  was 
received  by  the  Department  from  Paul 
McGillicuddy,  who  was  inducted  into  the  Ma- 
pjnes  on  December  17.    ",..I  have  war  stories 
already  -  the  hours  aren^t  as  good  as  the 
Patent  Room  (h  a.m.  to  10  p.m.);  the  pay 
isn»t  as  good  (10  l/2h^    per  hour);  the 
bosses  aren't  as  pleasant  (gruff  sergeants) 
but  I  like  it  -  No  promotions  yet  though. 
Merry  Christmas,  Civilians  -  Paul. 

Pvt.  Paul       McGillicuddy  1252977 
Pit  710  Company  A  5th  Reg.  Tr  BN 
M,C.R.D»,  Parris  Island,  N.C, 

Print  Department 

Prints  by  Muirhead  Bone,  Frederick  L,  M» 
Griggs,  Arthur  W,  Heintzelman  and  Thomas 
Nason  have  been  lent  by  the  Print  Depart- 
ment to  the  Shawmut  Bank  on  Arlington  St» 
(Park  Square  Building)  for  exhibition  in 
their  windows.    These  prints  show  the  de- 
velopment of  a  print  and  are  accompanied 
by  descriptive  cards  prepared  by  the  Print 
Department, 

Further  afield  are  watercolor  drawings 
by  Thomas  Rowlands on,  which  are  opening 
the  1952  season  at  the  Roswell  Museum  in 
Roswell,  New  Mexico, 

I\iiss  Muriel  Figenbaum,  First  Assistant, 
represented  Mr  Heintzelman  at  the  Public 
Service  Award  Dinner  in  November,  follow- 
ing which  she  spoke  in  West  Roxbury  at  a 
program  given  by  the  Woman* s  Union  of  the 
Congregational  Church,    Her  talk  was  on 
her  European  trip  in  1950,  illustrated 
with  slides. 

Following  the  recent  presentation  of 
awards  by  the  Boston  Municipal  Research 
Bureau  to  outstanding  city  employees, 
Filene's  held  an  exhibition  in  their  Frank- 
lin Street  windows,  during  December, 
featuring  pictures  of  the  recipients  with 
quotations  from  their  citations.  Included 
in  the  exhibition  was  Mr  Arthur  W,  Heintzel- 
man, one  of  the  six  award  winners, 

llSr  Paul  Swenson,  part-time  assistant,  is 
represented  in  the  exhibition  of  the  Boston 
Society  of  Independent  Artists  now  at  the 
Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts, 


BRANCH  NOTES 

Open  Shelf  Dgpartraent 

One  of  the  pleasantest  features  of  the 
opening  of  the  new  Department,  especially 
for  the  senior  members  of  the  staff,  was 
the  return,  for  the  occasion,  of  many 
former  staff  members  who  had  worked  so 
faithfully  in  the  old  quarters  toward  the 
present  goal.    They  included  "Mrs  Sidney 
^uint  from  El  Paso,  Texas,  Mr  John  Vazaka^ 
from  Purdue  University,  Mr  Oeorge  Vazakas, 
from  Vrtiite  Sands  Proving  Gi-ound,  New 
Mexico,  Mr  Richard  Lyons  fr«m  Fort  Dix, 
New  Jersey,  Ifr  Francis  P»  Connell,  from 
the  Paulist  Preparatory  Seminary,  Balti- 
more, Maryland,  and  Mr  Jack  O'Keefe,  Naval 
Air  Station,  Norfolk,  Virginia.    On  look- 
ing at  the  resplendent  shelves  of  books 
all  could  feel  with  pride  that  they  had 
contributed  in  very  tangible  ways  to  the 
opening. 


Washington  Village 

The  New  Year  and  the  "New  System"  got 
off  to  an  auspicious  start  as  our  public 
turned  from  holiday  fun  to  more  quiet 
pleasures,  such  as  reading.  Wednesday, 
January  2,  19^2,  however,  was  anything  but 
quiet  at  Washington  Village  as  questions, 
explanations,  and  exclamations  inaugurated 
the  new  plan.    Both  adults  and  children 
were  eager  to  take  advantage  of  newly- 
offered  opportunities,  but  unquestionably 
the  most  responsive  group  were  our  younger 
readers.    In  fact,  the  younger,  the  more 
excited  they  became.    One  youngster  in- 
quired breathlessly,  "Is  is  just  for  to- 
day?" while  the  query,  "Can  I  come  back 
tomorrow  and  do  the  same?"  was  heard  re- 
peatedly. 

During  the  next  few  days  the  matter  of 
returning  books  brought  more  comments. 
"Where  are  the  date  due  cards  that  were  in 
the  book  pockets  v/hen  you  toolc  them  out?" 
an  assistant  asked  a  youngster.  "Oh,  are 
they  supposed  to  be  kept  in  thare?"  'asked 
the  little  girl,,  casually  taking  them  out 
of  her  hip  pocket. 

An  interesting  sidelight  was  reported  by 
one  mother.    "How  come  you  have  so  many 
books?"  she  inquired  as  she  saw  her  small 
son  return  from  the  library  with  his  arms 
loaded.    "That's  all  I  could  carry,"  came 
■ttie  mournful  reply.    We,  of  course,  have 
admonished  the  young  children  to  take  only 


what  they  need  and  be  considerate  of  the 
rights  of  others;  but  we  do  not  need  to  be 
over-anxious  because  the  books  are  brought 
back  promptly,  and  furthermore,  our  ade- 
quate adult  and  juvenile  collection  can 
withstand  and  are  looking  forward  to  heavy 
borrowing. 

In  connection  with  the  simplification  and 
liberalization  of  the  system  as  a  whole, 
one  approving  patron  remarked,  "At  last  the 
library  made  a  good  rule.    And  it's  about 
time,"  he  added  parenthetically.  Another 
appreciative  teen-ager  asked,  "Who  thought 
this  all  up?"    "The  Director",  was  the  re- 
ply,   "Swell  idea,"  she  responded. 

And  that's  what  most  of  our  Public  thinks, 
tooX 


West  End 

Two  distinguished  Israeli  scholars,  Dr 
Curt  Wormann,  Librarian  of  the  Jewish 
National  and  University  Library,  and  Dr 
Dov  Ashbel,  Professor  of  Meteorology  €ind 
Climatology  at  the  Hebrew  University  were 
tendered  a  reception  by  the  Greater  Boston 
Chapter  of  the  American  Friends  of  the 
Hebrew  University  at  the  Library  on  Tues- 
day evening,  January  8» 

Dr  Leon  S.  Medalia,  Honorary  President 
of  the  Hebrew  Teachers'  College  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Boston  Chapter  of  the  American 
Friends  of  the  Hebrew  University,  was 
Chairman  for  the  occasion. 

The  importance  of  water  to  Isreal's  way 
of  life  was  ably  presented  by  Dr  Ashbel, 
Isreal's  foremost  climate  expert  and  author 
of  several  books  on  the  subject.. 

Dr  Wormann,  told  of  the  intense  hunger  of 
Israeli  people  for  books.    The  original 
library  with  all  its  holdings  on  Mt  Scopus 
in  Jerusalem,  now  in  Arab  territory,  is 
inaccessible  and  the  current  paper  shortage 
further  limits  the  supply  of  books^  Be- 
cause of  its  position  as  the  only  important- 
library  in  the  Near  East  and  its  many  -con- 
tacts with  Jewish  and  Christian  organi2ia- 
tions  throughout  the  world,  the  Hebrew 
University  Library  is  in  a  unique  position* 
Dr  Wormann  stated  that  such  a  potentially 
important  library  should  be  well -cared  for 
and  is  interested  in  founding  a  Library 
School  in  Isreal  to  insure  an  adequate 
supply  of  professional  librarians.  Dr 
Wormann  is  travelling  through  the  Bnited 
States  to  study  American  library  systems 
on  a  grant  from  the  Rockefeller  Foundation^ 

A  surprising  climax  to  the  evening's 


program  In  keeping  -with  the  aim  and  inter-i  Blind  as  wallas  literature  written  in 


est  of  Dr  Wormann's  visit,  was  the  presen- 
tation of  a  personal  gift  of  twc  hundred 
American  juvenile  books  by     ss  .'^anny 
Goldstein,  Branch  Librarian.    The  collec- 
tion consists  of  a  choice  number  or  repre- 
sentative titles  for  the  yoiingest  children 
throu^  the  young  adult  group #    A  idde 
range  of  interests  is  indicated  by  tjie 
various  kinds  of  literature  included. 
Particular  emphasis  has  been  placed  ixi  a 
selection  of  books  dealing  vd.th  the  build- 
ing of  America,  biographies  of  famous 
Americans,  and  American  life  and  customso 
The  books  were  selected  because  of  thelj" 
perennial  juvenile  interest,  titles  suclt 
as  many  American  public  libraries  would 
retain  on  its  reading  lists  for  young 
people,  because  of  their  contents  and 
beauty  of  format.    Dr  Wormann  gratefully 
acknowledged  the  gift,  expressive  of 
American  democracy  in  the  making,  and 
stressed  its  importance  in  helping  the 
Hebrew  University  to  establish  a  new  de- 
partment in  American  culture. 

A  musical  tribute  to  Israel  in  the  form 
of  national  folk  songs  was  given  by  Mrs 
Flora  Roussos,  nezzo-soprano,  an  assistant 
at  the  West  End  Branch  Library.  Miss 
Manfra  Dudnick,  Israeli  student  in  Boston, 
sang  several  songs  of  the  Negev, 

Approximately  one  himdred  and  fifty 
guests  attended,    Am6ng  them  many  dis- 
tinguished Bostonians  including  Jirs  Serge 
Koussevitsky,  Dr  and  Mrs  Hymn  Morrison, 
Dr  and  itrs  Oscar  Tanenbaum,  Mr  Francis  B, 
Masterson,  and  many  others.    A  group  of 
thirty  Israeli  students  attended, 
ments  were  served. 


A  tribute  to  Louis  Braille,  famed  blind 
French  pianist  who  created  the  special 
form  of  vnriting  for  the  blind  now  knovm  as 
the  Braille  System,  is  being  offered  on 
the  Centennial  of  his  death,  in  an  exhibi- 
tion being  held  from  January  9  through  19» 

On  loan  from  the  Boston  Aid  for  the 


Blind  Center  is  a  lovely  display  of  copper-appearance  does  not  necessarily  indicate 


7/are  designed  by  blind  craftsmen.  Toys, 
games,  and  wearing  apparel  used  and  made 
by  the  blind  are  also  being  shown. 

As  a  special  highlight  of  the  Braille 
observance,  two  blind  women.  Miss  Olga 
Falcione  and  Mrs  Lillian  Stetson,  gave  a 
demonstration  of  writing  in  Braille  daily 
from  3  to  5  p»ni.  in  the  main  room  of  the 
branch  library,  which  attracted  much  in 
interest.    Books  and  pamphlets  about  the 


Braille  fojrm  the  basis  of  the  exhibit. 


Trials  and  tribulations  of  the  new  charg- 
ing system: 

Assistant  at  the  West  End  Branch  Library 
to  small  boy:    "Please  be  sure  and  keep 
this  card  in  the  book  pocket.    Don*t  lose 
ito"  Small  boy:    "I  won't  lose  it.  As 
soon  as  I  get  home,  I'll  past  it  in  the 
book." 


West  End  small  fry  had  a  special  guest  at 
Story  Hour  on  Saturday,  January  12,  when 
Miss  Elizabeth  Rarrett,  a  free-lance  writer, 
entertained  them  with  an  original  story  en- 
titled, "Bunny  Bear".    As  Miss  Barrett  said, 
she  wanted  to  "try  out  her  story  on  them," 
and  as  an  experiment,  her  efforts  proved 
both  interesting  and  valuable  because  the 
children  reacted  favorably  to  the  telling 
and  immediately  asked  to  take  the  book  out. 
It  had  to  be  explained  that  this  story  was 
not  yet  in  the  form  of  a  book,  but  that 
they  might  watch  for  it  to  be  published. 


SOAP  BOX 


Any  contribution  to  the  Soap  Box  must  be 
c\;CCompanied  by  the  full  name  of  the  Asso- 
Refreshf ciation  member  submitting  it,  together 

v/lth  the  name  of  the  Branch  Library,  De- 
partment or  Office  in  which  he  or  she  is 
employed.    The  name  is  withhcsld  from  pub- 
lications, or  a  pen  name  used,  if  the  con- 
tributor so  requests.    Anonymous  contribu- 
tions are  not  given  consideration.  The 
author  of  the  article  is  known  only  to  the 
contributor  and  to  the  Editor-in-chief. 
The  contents  of  articles  appearing  in  the 
Soap  Box  are  personal  opinions  expressed 
by  individual  Association  members  and  their 


that  the  Publications  Committee  and  the 
Association  are  in  agreement  with  the  views 
expressed.  


Soap  Box  Editor: 

Christmas  has  come  and  gone 
and  Santa  Claus  forgot  to  leave  presents  for 
those  members  of  the  staff  ivho  have  patient- 
ly waited  for  appoints* 

Still  Wishing 
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To  the  Soap  Box  Editor: 

In  reply  to  Mr  McDonough*3  lotter 
appearing  in  the  Soap  Box  coluran  of  the 
December,  1951  issue  of  The  Question  Mark 
two  comments  are  made  as  follows : 

(1)  the  position  in  question  was  an- 
nounced publicly  to  members  of  the 
staff  on  January  16,  1950  as  having 
been  re-established,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  statement  was  made 
that  "the  position  will  be  filled 
at  a  later  date",  and 

(2)  the  practice  of  the  Trustees  is  to 
make  appointments  to  the  highest 
executive  positions  in  the  Library 
in  accordance  vdth  their  best  judg- 
ment rather  than  in  accordance  with 
the  formal  promotional  procedures. 

JOHN  J.  CONNOLLY 
Assistant  to  the  Director, 
and  Chief  Executive  Officer 


To  the  Soap  Box  Editor: 

Congratulations  to  the  Men*s  House, 
Committee  and  to  the  men  in  general,  on 
their  Christmas  Coffee  Hour  on  Friday, 
December  21.    Seldom  has  a  suggestion  been 
made  in  the  Soap  Box  v/hich  has  received 
such  prompt  and  satisfying  fulfillment. 
The  women's  bump  of  c\iriosity  was  proven 
to  be  fully  developed  by  the  numbers  who 
accepted  the  invitation  and  came  to  see 
the  men's  quarters,  especially  bedecked 
for  Christmas.    Of  course,  the  fact  that 
women  love  to  eat  may  have  helped  a  bit, 
tool 

The  highly  systematized  scheme  setup  by 
the  men  did  them  credit  -  in  the  kitchen 
door,  into  a  definite  line  for  food  and 
coffee,  then  into  the  "living  room"  where 
chairs  around  tables  gave  opportunity  for 
groups  to  sit,  eat,  and  chat  comfortably  «• 
and  all  with  soft  Christmas  music  in  the 
background. 

You  did  a  grand  job,  men,  and  the  women 
fully  enjoyed  themselves  1 

S.M,  Usher 


To  the  Soap  Box: 

The  chargers  charge  on  Monday 
(a  normal  thing  to  do) 
Then  they  relax  on  Wednesday 
When  all  the  books  are  due. 

If  you  come  in  on  Tuesday 
We  v/on't  be  nice  to  you. 
Return  the  books  on  Vfednesday 
When  all  the  books  are  due. 

Don^t  come  to  us  on  Thursday. 
We'll  fine  you  if  you  do, 
And  shout  "Where  were  you  Wednesday 
When  all  the  books  were  due?" 

We '11  give  you  books  on  Friday. 
Here]  take  a  shelf  or  two 
But  see  they're  back  on  Wednesday 
When  all  the  books  are  due. 

On  Saturday  and  Sunday 
The  stacks  are  bare,  tis  true. 
But  just  remember  Wednesday 
When  all  the  books  are  due. 

On  Wednesdays,  on  Wednesdays, 
The  books  are  due  on  Wednesdays. 
We've  ladies'  days  and  men's  days 
But  books  are  due  on  Wednesdays. 

(Afterthought) 
0  Lord  and  Master  tell  us 
V/hatever  shall  we  do 
When  holidays  are  Wednesdays 
When  will  the  books  be  due??? 

S.W.P. 
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To  the  Soap  Box: 
Query 

Reply 


Query  and  reply 
(V/ith  a  sigh) . 

The  staff 

Robots  -  or  humans? 

They  must  be  human 
They're  fumin' 
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To  the  "Soap  Bex": 

Altho  "Curious"  in  last  month^s 
Question  tfark  was  answered  in  part  by  the 
summary  of  the  opening  ceremonies  at 
Tyler  Street  which  mentioned  that  the  re- 
freshments were  contributed  by  the  Branch 
Librarians,  I  think  a  little  amplification 
might  be  of  interest* 

Two  days  before  the  opening  of  Tj'l^^r 
Streetjj  at  the  monthly  meeting  of  EK.nch 
Librarians,  it  was  agreed  that  punch  and 
cookies  should  be  served  as  had  been  done 
at  Adams  Street.    Twenty  of  this  grcup 
contributed  a  quarter  each,  making  r  total 
of  six  dollars.    This  provided  mora  than 
enough  funds  for  the  punch,  ice^,  ar.d  paper 
doilies,  and  one  dollar  and  six  ce.its  of 
the  sum  were  turned  over  to  the  Branch 
Librarians'  flower  fund.    Seven  3l>aff  mem- 
bers, two  of  whom  were  not  in  tie  group 
at  Branch  Meeting,  volunteered  to  make 
cookies.    The  flowers  on  the  refreshment 
table  were  furnished  by  two  meirbcrs  of  the 
group  who  were  former  Branch  Llbiarians  at 
Tyler  Street.    Other  flowers  wr  re  given  by 
t^e  Supervisor  of  the  Division  of  Home 
Reading  and  Community  Services.    The  Li- 
brary provided  the  paper  cups» 

All  of  us  who  attended  the  open^Jig,  I 
think,  will  agree  that  the  refreshments 
added  a  gracious,  friendly  touch  to  the 
dignified,  simple  ceremony.    Aryone  who 
watched  the  children  politely  n.unching 
their  cookies  and  sipping  their  punch  v;as 
amply  rewarded  for  his  contribution  to  the 
refreshments. 

Dorothy  F.  Nourse 

To  the  Soap  Box: 

In  retrospect,  the  ceremonies  at  the 
formal  opening  of  the  new  Open  Shelf  De- 
partment seem  to  pale  in  comparison  with 
the  opening  of  Adams  Street  Branch  Library 
and  the  reopening  of  v/hat  is  now  desig- 
nated as  the  Tyler  Street  Reading  Room. 
Among  the  reasons  for  this,  I  would  like 
I  to  cite  three  omissions  which  seemed  to  me 
to  contribute  largely  to  this  "paling" 
process. 

In  the  first  place  at  the  ceremonies  on 
January  2,  19^2,  there  was  lacking  the  in- 
formal and  convivial  atmosphere  engender- 
ed by  the  refreshments  served  at  the  two 
previous  openings.    It  is  doubtful  if  any- 
one attending  any  of  the  exercises  was 


hungry  or  really  needed  something  to  eat. 
It  cannot  be  denied,  however,  that  refresh- 
ments -  no  matter  how  slight  -  add  to  the 
atmosphere  on  such  an  occasion.    If  the 
Library  as  an  institution  did  not  feel 
justified  in  spending  money  on  such  super- 
fluous trimmings  as  food,  I  am  certain  that 
the  Branch  Librarians  would  have  been  glad 
to  provide  punch  and  cookies  as  they  so 
generously  did  for  the  Tyler  Street  reopen- 
ing and  in  a  lesser  degree  for  the  Adams 
Street  opening,    (The  Trustees  of  the  Li- 
brary provided  some  funds  for  refreshments 
at  Adt.ms  Street  -  the  Branch  Librarians 
and  their  associates  supplemented  this  con- 
tribution with  home-made  cookies*) 

Secondly,  the  ceremonies  at  the  Adams 
Street  Branch  Library  and  the  Tyler  Street 
Reading  Room  were  highlighted  by  the  pres- 

■  ence  of  His  Honor,  Mayor  John  B..  Hynes.,  and 
his  gracious  words  of  commendation  and  ap- 
preciation for  the  services  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library.    His  absence  made  a  defi- 

I  nite  void  at  the  Open  Shelf  Department 
.  ceremonies*    The  staff  recognizes,  of 
'  course,  that  his  absence  was  unavoidable 
and  due  solely  to  the  pressure  of  demands 
on  his  time  and  energy  as  the  chief  execu- 
tive of  a  large  city*    We  have  to  admit, 
hovrever,  that  he  was  missed  and  his  ab- 
sence detracted  considerably  from  the  com- 
pleteness of  the  occasion. 

The  third  omission,  and  the  one  that  made 
the  greatest  impact  on  the  staff  v/as  the 
lack  of  any  mention  of  the  contribution 
i  made  by  so  many  staff  members  to  the  coia- 
pletion  of  this  project,  and  the  failure 
to  present  to  the  guests  the  two  people 
directly  responsible  for  the  successful 
carrying  on  of  the  activities  of  the  Open 
Shelf  Department  and  the  Audio-Visual 
Center,  namely^ Mrs  Grace  B.  Laughlin  and 
Mrs  liuriel  C*  Javelin.    It  is  certain  that 
neither  of  these  ladies  expected  nor  vranted 
any  special  recognition*    They  have  both 
given  freely  of  their  time  and  efforts  for 
far  too  long  a  period  to  be    disturbed  by 
'  either  recognition  or  the  lack  of  it.  I 
do  believe,  however,  that  their  staffs 
v:ould  have  been  pleased  to  see  their  ser- 
vices publicly  recognized.    It  vj-ould  have 
!  been  impossible  to  mention  individually 
those  members  of  the  staff  who  contributed 
to  the  opening  of  the  Open  Shelf  Department 
and  the  Audio-Visual  Center  on  the  date  set 

■  in  the  notice  of  December  3,  195l»  Even 
mention  by  departments  and  branch  libraries 
would  have  consumed  unnecessary  time,*  But 

■  a  brief  vrord  of  appreciation  for  the  over- 
all efforts  of  the  staff  would  have  con^jen- 
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sated  in  some  small  measure  for  the  long 
hours  of  ceaseless  toil  that  were  made  by- 
countless  staff  members  over  a  long  period 
of  time,  in  order  to  bring  this  project  to 
its  obviously  successful  conclusion.  I 
hear  the  inevitable  reply  by  some  staff 
members  who  are  not  in  sympathy  with  ex- 
pansion and  the  forward  look^  "They  got 
paid  -  what  more  do  you  want?"    Yes,  they 
got  paid  for  their  work,  but  you  cannot 
pay  for  loyalty,  cooperation,  generosity, 
and  similar  qualities  so  prevalent  among 
the  staff  during  the  trying  pre-opening 
period.    Only  appreciation  expressed  -  for 
unexpressed  appreciation  is  no  apprecia- 
tion at  all  to  the  potential  recipient  - 
can  ever  compensate  for  such  wholehearted 
cooperation  as  was  evidenced  by  so  many 
staff  members  during  the  past  few  weeks. 
We  are  confident  that  these  omissions, 
especially  the  last  two  cited,  were  not 
intentional,  However,  the  effect  on  staff 
morale,  which  took  a  decided  nOse-dive  the 
day  following  the  opening,  was  most  unfor- 
tunate* 

Since  this  is  a  brand  .  new  year  and 
since  this  evidence  of  lack  of  expressed 
appreciation  has  been  brought  to  our  atten- 
tion, it  might  not  be  a  bad  idea  if  we 
each  one  did  a  little  soul-searching*  Letfe 
ask  ourselves:    Have  I  expressed  apprecia- 
tion to  the  Administration  for  its  part  in 
bringing  these  two  fine  new  units  into 
being?    Have  I  told  the  staff  members  that 
they  did  a  rousing  good  job  and  we're 
proud  of  them?    If  this  is  to  be  our  li- 
brary, no  member  of  the  staff  can  afford 
to  relegate  to  his  superior  officer  the 
privilege  of  expressing  appreciation*  We 
all  take  too  much  for  granted*    So,  in 
ordpr  to  compensate  in  some  small  measure 
for  my  own  sins  of  omission,  I  would  like 
to  take  this  opportunity  to  say  that  I 
think  that  everyone  who  helped  to  bring 
this  project  into  being,  from  the  Director 
to  the  cle.rk  who  typed  lists  and  the  per-  j 
son  whe  n-ipped  the  floors,  "I  think  you 
did  &  grand  job*" 

The  staff  as  a  whole  are  a  fine  group  of 
people*    They  always  "deliver  the  goods," 
irrespective  of  the  amount  of  pressure  to 
which  they  are  subjected*    It  is  recog-  , 
nlzed  that  a  certain  amount  of  last  minute 
pressure  is  inevitable*    Surely  a  little 
more  thoughtful  long-range  planning  and  a 
more  equitable  distribution  of  work  load 
would  in  some  measure  relieve  that  pres«* 
sure.    The  opening  of  three  new  units  with" 
in  four  months,  after  a  twenty-year  lapse 
when  there  were  no  new  units  brought  into 


being,  has  been  a  real  strain  on  the  staff* 
The  effect  of  concentration  on  each  new 
unit  as  it  has  been  produced  to  the  neglect 
of  the  other  units  of  the  Home  Reading 
Services  has  been  detrimental  to  morale 
and  to  service  to  our  clientele.    Let  us 
hepe  that  19^2  can  be  on  a  more  even  keel 
as  the  expansion  program  goes  forvvard, 
with  fewer  periods  of  crises  within  the 
organization  and  thus  better  service  to 
the  public  which  is,  in  the  final  analysis, 
our  main  objective  and  our  only  justifica- 
tion for  existence  as  a  public  institution. 

E.G.r. 

To  the  Soap  Box: 

While  the  new  Open  Shelf  Department, 
Audio-Visual  Center,  branches  and  bookmo- 
biles are  causing  so  much  favorable  com- 
ment in  the  press,  and  amongst  our  public, 
perhaps  it  would  be  an  advantageous  time 
to  take  stock  of  the  losses,  from  the 
staff  point  of  view.    As  employees,  we 
own  to  much  pride  in  the  new  ventures,  and 
expect  them  to  be  very  successful  innova- 
tions.   But  there  are  also  glaring  disad- 
vantages and  costly  mistakes  in  our  minds 
at  the  present  time* 

The  nev;spapers  of  this  week    have  men- 
tioned that  the  top  officials  of  the  li- 
brary should  be  capable  of  managing  a 
"mamEDuth"  factory  after  these  new  ventures, 
so  successfully  launched.    We  sometimes 
wonder.    Staff  morale  is  important  to  the 
success  of  these  ventures.    A  beautiful 
room  and  many  new  books  are  only  part  of 
the  concept*    Getting  the  proper  book  to 
the  proper  person  depends  on  staff  morale 
somewhat.    The  staff  sees  those  at  the 
charging  and  return  desk  of  the  new  Open 
Shelf  Department  standing,  even  rhcn  there 
is  no  one  waiting  for  service*    Since  the 
department  covers  a  very  large  floor  space 
and  many  stairs,  and  since  more  footwork 
is  necessary  as  telephone  connections  are 
not  complete,  and  possibly  in  the  future 
will  be  overburdened  anyway,  a  member  of 
that  staff  will  obviously  be  very  foot- 
weaiy  at  the  end  of  the  day.    What  any 
other  library  in  the  country  does,  makes 
no  impression  on  the  staff  as  against  the 
seemingly  total  lack  of  consideration  for 
the  comfort  of  fellow  staff -members  at  the 
charging  and  return  counter.    When  there 
is  no  business,  certainly  the  use  of  stools 
would  harm  no  one  and  would  aid  the  staff 


-18- 


of  that  depar-tanent  and  the  morale  of  all 
of  us. 

The  opening  of  departments  before  the 
complete  arrangements  have  been  made  also 
seems  a  dubioua  procedure.    Lack  of  a  full 
staff  handicaps  the  complete  use  of  the 
department.    And  borrowing  even  temporari- 
ly from  another  department,  to  say  nothing 
of  transferring  permanently  a  staff  member 
without  sufficient  warning  to  permit  re- 
placement of  staff  to  that  department, 
just  at  the  busiest  time  of  the  year, 
baiters  the  service  to  other  segments  of 
the  public  by  the  library  as  a  whole,  and 
lowers  staff  morale  and  staff  trust  in  the 
planning  abilities  of  the  administration. 

Two  charging  machines  are  too  often  in- 
sufficient for  the  number  of  people  wait- 
ing particularly  if  a  large  number  of 
record  albums  taking  three  times  as  long 
as  a  book  to  process  are  included*  This 
causes  congestion  in  the  small  bit  of 
corridor  remaining  in  that  wing,  impeding 
necessary  truck  and  staff  passage.  It 
irritates  the  public  fully  as  much  es  the 
staff*    Also,  staff  members,  attempting  to 
secure  reading  matter  for  themselves  or 
their  families,  rarely  are  able  to  pick 
out  the  books  and  have  them  charged  in  the 
time  allovied  for  a  relief,  or  even  in  the 
remainder  of  their  lunch  hour. 

Another  by-product  of  all  the  new  depart-, 
ments  and  the  necessary  book-processing^ 
is  the  failure  to  keep  the  materials 
needed  in  the  Division  of  Reference  and 
Research  Services,  and  in  the  other 
branches,  moving  along  in  sufficient  num- 
ber for  adequate  service.    Many  books  and 
periodicals  have  met  a  bottleneck  in  the 
Book  Preparation  Department  and  do  not 
reach  shelf  quickly  enough  for  the  demand, 
and  many  more  of  both  types  of  material 
have  been  in  the  binding  process  for  more 
than  a  year,  in  contrast  to  the  usual 
bindery  period  of  three  to  five  months. 
Should  Peter  be  robbed  to  pay  Paul? 

There  are  rumors  that  there  is  no  com- 
plete listing  for  the  holdings  of  the 
Audio-Visual  Center,    What  can  the  public 
attempting  to  use  the  center  think  of 
this?    We  are  ashamedi    And  embarrassed! 
Another  rvimor  says  that  books  have  been 
sent  to  the  Tyler  Street  Branch  without 
any  accurate  record  of  what  has  gone.  Is 
this  the  efficient  way  of  conducting  any 
business,  organization,  factory  or  LIBRAEYi 

We  are  very  proud  of  the  advanced  theorj^ 
the  modem  concepts,  involved  in  these  new 
sections  of  our  Library,  but  we  are  NOT 
proud  of  the  seemingly  inefficient  method 


of  planning  for  the  deadline  of  opening 
days» 

A  iReference  Assistant 

To  the  Soap  Box: 

The  tumult  and  shouting  now  have  passed 
Our  dream  has  really  come  true  at  last. 
The  old  Open  Shelf  ^s  given  way  to  the  nevf 
^^The  A-V  Center  has  opened  too, 

I  stand  and  gaze  at  books  bright  and  new 
The  shelf  markers  are  most  handsome  too. 
The  comfortable  chairs  all  readers  invite 
The  young  adults^  room  is  a  delight. 

The  smoking  section's  but  one  innovation 
There  are  new  rules  for  circulation. 
Books  with  the  Recordak  are  charged 
And  are  not  stamped  on  Library  cards. 

But  I  am  writing  of  the  A-V  Center 
With  its  listening  booths  and  Little 
Theatre. 

We've  long  had  films  for  circulation 

And  now  we  have  added  a  record  collection* 

As  I  recall  events  of  the  past  week 

To  express  my  thoughts  for  words  I  seek. 

Thanks  to  many  of  you  I  owe 

And  I  take  this  opportunity  to  tell  you  so. 

The  Library's  officers  needless  to  say 

Gave  assistance  in  many  a  way. 

But  there  were  many  others  too 

Who  came  to  ask  -vrtiat  they  could  do* 

I^m  grateful  for  the  help  of  each  one  of 
you 

IM  like  to  write  to  each  one  of  you  too. 
But  the  truth  of  the  matter  is  simply  this 
The  list  is  so  long  I  fear  someone  I'd 
miss. 

Throu^  the  Soap  Box  I  extend  my  apprecia- 
tion 

To  all  those  vdio  offered  cooperation. 

To  the  Printing  Department  who  rushed 

pockets  through, 
To  the  Bindery  who  went  "all  out"  for  us 

too. 

Who  ordered  stock  and  designed  carrying 
cases 

That  will  advertise  us  in  many  places, 
*   Audio-Visual  Center 
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ALTERATIONS  ON  STACK  THREE 


I    Alterations  are  being  made  on  the  Blagden 
I  Street  side  of  Stack  three  in  the  Central 
{Library  building  to  provide  new  quarters 
jfor  the  Business  Office  and  the  Accounting 
1  Department ♦    Tifhen  these  offices  move  to 
I  their  new  location,  they  vfill  be  adjacent 
To  the  Exhibits  Office  who  shelf  markers  to  the  nevir  Book  Purchasing  Department  quar- 

made  ters  on  the  same  level  in  the  Annex.  They 

"no  lettered  folders  weekends  v/hen  they  'will  likewise  be  on  the  same  floor  level  as 


7/ho  made  record  folders  of  which  we  are 
proud 

V/ho  never  once  complained  aloud 
Of  all  the  work  we'd  asked  them  to  do 
As  well  they  easily  might  have  too* 


might  have  played. 
To  Book  Preparation  v^ho  with  so  much  to 
do 

Pasted  pockets  and  made  record  cards  too, 


To  Book  Purchasing  for  rushing  ahead 
each  bill 

And  doing  it  all  vrith  such  a  good  will. 
To  the  Buildings  men  who  helped  us  I'm 

grateful,  'tis  true 
And  to  the  men  from  Reference  who  moved 

records  too. 

To  A^ranch  Catalog  for  invaluable  aid 


the  Offices  of  the  Division  Heads, 


1951  PUBLICATIONS  CO^H-TITTEE  BOITS  OUT 

With  this  issue  of  The  Question  ?fark  the 
Ipresent  Publications  Committee  relinquishes 
jits  responsibilities  of  the  past  year, 
pATiile  the  task  has  been  at  time  a  strenuous 
jone  it  has  been  lightened  by  the  unstinted 
I  cooperation  of  the  many  members  of  the 
[staff,  vrlthout  which  in  the  final  analysis 
i there  would  be  no  Question  Mark,    P'or  all 


In  sorting  recordings  after  folders  were  'who  have  contributed  so  generously  during 
made,  jthe  year  and  have  kept  us  abreast  of  news 

To  the  Statistics  Office,  to  Book  Selec- |in  the  making  in  the  various  units  of  the 
tion  too,  jLibrary  we  extend  our  warmest  thanks,  and 

I  appreciate  the  help  that  came  from  you^to  Miss  Usher  and  her  staff  for  their  in- 

. valuable  assistance  in  continuing  the 


To  the  Branches  who've  lent  Assistants, 

"Thank  you",  I  say 
And  to  those  "Extras"  who  worked  on  New 

Years  Day, 


mimeographing,  distribution  and  indexing  of 
'the  publication.    To  the  incoming  Publica- 
jtions  Committee,  v/hich  vri.ll  be  appointed 
lafter  the  annual  election  of  officers,  we 
To  the  Publicity  Office  I  give  apprecia- iof f er  our  congratulations  and  good  wishes, 
tion 

For  the  press  and  radio's  fine  ovation,  -;hhhhh!-?hc-;k- 


To  Miss  Coleman  v:ho  iwhen  vie  needed  a 
sign 

Called  on  one  of  her  girls  v/ho  made  one 

before  nine. 
And  who  sent  one  of  her  boys    to  help, 

'tis  true 

So  we  could  give  our  public  some  records 
new. 

To  the  Open  Shelf  who  though  sorely 
pressed 

Has  come  to  our  rescue  at  each  request. 
Has  covered  supper  hours  and  has  no 

chance  lost 
To  offer  us  assistance  at  any  cost. 

And  to  our  Office  Staff  who  has  worked 

with  such  zeal 
'^.''ords  can  never  express  the  way  I  feel. 
Yes,  I  appreciate  all  that  has  been  done 
And  again  say  "thank  you"  to  everyone. 


LATE  FLASH 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Quarter 
i Century  Club,  held  on  January  l6,  the  fol- 
lovdng  officers  were  elected  for  the  year 
1952: 

President  -  George  W.  Gallagher 
Vice  President  -  James  P.J.  Gannon 
Treasurer  -  Robert  F,  Dixon 
Secretary  -  Ethel  M,  Hazlevrood 

The  Treasurer  will  accept  1952  dues  at 
the  convenience  of  the  members. 


Muriel  C,  Javelin 
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Editor Corner 

With  thia  issue  of  The  Question  Mark  a 
new  Publications  Comiiittee  assumes  respon- 
eibility  for  the  vocal  organ  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library  Professional  Staff  Associa- 
tion*  We  come  to  you  young^  practically 
infantile,  in  experience  along  this  line 
and  utterly  devoid  of  preconceived  notions 
on  publication  prtscedure.    To  carry  for- 
ward the  Staff  Association  publication  on 
the  same  nigh  plane  that  has  characterized 
it  for  the  past  few  years  will  be  no  saall 
task*    We  are  fully  aware  of  our  obliga- 
tions to  the  Aseooiations,    We  are  cogni- 
sant of  the  fact  thdt  The  Question  Mark  is 
the  voice  cf  the  Associationt    It  is  the 
major  medium  whereby  every  Association 
member  has  an  opportunity  to  express  him- 
self in  the  form  of  concrete  ideas  and 
constructive  criti6ism«    The  Committee  is 
limited  in  what  is  published  only  by  what 
we  hope  will  be  fair  and  equitable  Judg- 
ment and  by  space.    We  request  your  cohw 
plete  cooperation  as  individual  Associa* 
tion  members  and  as  units  within  the  insti- 
tution»    We  especially  ask  the  cooperation 
of  the  Staff  Association  Representatives^ 
fhr  on  their  shoulders  rests  the  major 
responsibility  of  transmitting  to  the  Com- 
mittee the  material  from  the  various 
departnientfl ,  offices  and  branches.  Here 
is  the  opportunity  for  you  to  share  with 
other  Association    members  your  ideas 
about  your  aspirations  for,  and  your 
criticisms  of  the  Boston  Public  Library 
Professional^  Staff  Association  as  a  factor 
in  the  life  of  the  Boston  Public  Library, 
always  keeping  in  mind  the  objectives  of 
the  Association  which,  according  to  the 
constitution  are:    (a)  to  foster  profeg- 
sional  librarianship  (b)  to  further  the 
common  interests  and  welfare  of  the  pro- 
fessional staff  (c)  to  promolie  greater 
effici«>cy  iji  library  service. 


PERSONAL  NOTES 


Near  Staff  Members 


yr  Blair  U»  Benner^,  Audio-^VisuaX  Cer^er» 
Mrs  Anne  H»  Brickie y^  Bookmobile  I  (form- 
erly part-time  at  the  Charlestown  Branch- 
Library)  d 

Miss  Elisabeth      Bowling ^  Booloaobil©  II. 
Miss  Harriet      Frye,  East  Bdstosa  Branch 
Library^ 

Jfr  Bradford      Kerzogj,  Msttapan  Branch 
Library  (forme3*ly  ps^t-time  ®t  the  W«st 
End  Branch  Library)* 

Mr  Wilfred  Lahaler  Open  Shelf  Depari>> 
ment  (formerly  part-time  in  the  department 

Mr  Frances  A.,  Landrigan^  Op@n  Shelf  De- 
partment (formerly  part-tiaie  in  the  depart- 
ment and  at  the  Rosllisdale  Branch  Library ).» 

Miss  Carmella  0*  Lemon^j;  AlEetc&s  Branch 
Librarj'f, 

Miss  Mar  J  or  le  A»  Leonard;^  Es.."§t  Boston 
Branch  Library* 

Mr  John  S«  Lerch,  Periodi©?il  aad  Notts- 
paper  Department* 

.  Miss  Agnes  C,  L^icchesi,  Office  of  Records^ 
Files,  Static ti(ie» 

Mrs  Helen  U.,  I^Qah,  Cataloging  and  Classi- 
fication Department  for  Horn  Reading  Service? 
Miss  Susan  E«  Shelving  Audio-Visual  Center 
Mrs  Aui*a  Ga  Watson,  Charle«!itof?m  Branch 
Libs'aryo 

Miss  E'jaice  R»  Werner j,  Audio- Visual  Cen- 
ter© 

Resignations 


We  Mary  L©  Flanagan,  Book  Stack  Service^ 
to  remain  at  homeo 

Mrs  Mary  C«  McDonald,  Book  Stack  Servicep 
to  remain  at  home* 

Mrs  Therese  A.  Moore,  East  Boston  Branch 
Library,  to  accept  a  teaching  position  in 
Weston,.  MaissachusettSft 

Miss  Mary  Campbell,  Ma,ttapaa  Branch* 


if 


BON  VOYAGE 


Mrs  Gertrude  R«  Bergen,  from  Mattapem 
Branch  Library  to  Adams  Street  Branch 
Library. 

Miss  Margaret  F.  Gonnell,  from  Office  of 
Records,  Files,  Statistics  to  the  Book 
Stack  Service. 

Mrs  Lucia  S,  Faulkner,  from  Chariest own 
Branch  Library  to  North  End  Branch  Library* 

Miss  C,  Marjorie  Groves,  from  Mt»  Bofwioir 
Branch  Library  to  Bookmobile  !• 

Mr  Girard  D.  Hottleman,  from  Open  Sh©lf 
Department  to  Book  Purchasing  Departments 

Miss  M,  Jane  Manthome,  from  Dorchester 
Branch  Library  to  the  Young  Ad\ilt  Section 
of  the  Open  Shelf  Department. 

Mrs  Julia  L«  Miller,  from  Bookmobile  I 
to  Bookmobile  II» 

Miss  Marie  Pineo,  from  North  End  Branch 
Library  to  Bookmobile  II • 

Miss  Alice  M.  Waters,  from  the  Office  of 
the  Division  of  Home  Reading  and  Community 
Services  (with  assignment  to  Norfolk  House! 
to  the  Open  Shelf  Department • 

Marriages 

Miss  Helen  R«  McMahon,  Book  Stack  Ser- 
vice, to  Mr  John  W,  MacDougall,  on  Decem- 
ber 23,  1951. 

Retirement 

Miss  M»  TkereSe  Campbell,  Cataloging  and 
Classification  Department  for  the  Division 
of  Reference  and  Research  Services  on 
January  31,  19^2, 

WE  WELCOME  BACK 

Miss  Beatrice  Flanagan,  School  Issue 
Department. 

Ur6  Iphogenia  Fillios,  Brighton  Branch 
Library* 

Miss  Christine  Hayes,  Book  Selection 
Department. 

Miss  Evelyn  Levy,  Jeffries  Point  Branch 
Library. 

Miss  Florence  MacManus,  Brighton  Branch 
Library. 

BEST  WISHES  FOR  A  SPEEDY  RECOVERY 
to 

Miss  Margaret  McGovem,  Branch  Librarian 
Memorial  Branch  Library,  Channing  Home, 
198  Pilgrim  Road,  Boston  15,  Mass* 


To  Miss  Virginia  Haviland,  who  left  on 
February  Ikj  for  a  ten-day  trip  to  Puerto 
Rico. 

RETIREMENT 

M»  THEJlfeSE  CAMPBELL 

Miss  M.  There se  Canpbell  has  been  for 
many  years  the  earliest  arrival  in  the 
Catalog  and  Classification  Department  of 
the  Division  of  Reference  and  Research 
Services.    Surprise  was  expressed  by  many 
of  her  fellow  workers  when  on  the  morning 
of  January  the  fourth,  Miss  Campbell  failed 
to  appear.    Early  that  day  it  was  learned 
that  Miss  Campbell  had  quietly  retired 
not  wishing  that  any  formal  recognition 
should  be  made  of  her  departure.    It  was 
Miss  Campbell's  assignment  to  catalog  the 
many  and  varied  serials  of  the  Referenei?^ 
and  Research  Division.    She  was  a  most 
careful  worker  and  errors  in  her  cataloging 
seemed  miraculously  absent.    Her  fund  of 
knowledge  In  the  field  of  cataloging  was 
willingly  shared  with  others.    Her  interest 
in  her  fellow  workers  through  hei*  long  years 
of  service  has  made  for  her  many  friends 
and  she  will  be  missed  by  her  fellow  work- 
ers.   She  is  now  living  in  her  apartment 
in  Brookline  participating  in  the  many 
social  activities  which  she  has  always 
enjoyed.    Her  friends  wish  for  her  many 
years  of  well- deserved  reoreational  - 
activity. 

WEDDINGS 

The  staff  of  the  Kirstein  Business  Branch 
recently  welcomed  back  from  her  honeymocxi^ 
Mrs  Thomas  J,  Iferzilli^  the  former  Elain© 
Parsons.    The  beautiful  wedding  cereinony 
was  celebrated  at  a  10  o'clock  Mass  on 
Thanksgiving  morning  at  Saint  Brendan's 
Church  in  Dorchester©    The  bride  was  lovely 
in  a  simple  gown  of  ivory  satin  with  an 
embroidered  yoke..    Her  headdress  was  of 
satin  and  heirloom  lacs  with  a  fingertip 
veil,  and  she  carried  a  cascade  of  white 
chrysanthemxms.    The  bridegroom's  sister 
was  the  maid-of«*ionor,  and  she  and  the  tiny 
flower  girl  wore  matching  gowns  of  gold 


«■■  ■ 


velvet  end  faille  and  cftrried  bouquets  of 
wine  chrysanthemums*    The  two  bridesmaids^ 
one  of  whom  was  Mrs  Grushey  of  the  Busl«« 
ness  Branch,  were  similarly  dressed  iii 
burgundy  and  carried  gold  chrysanthemums^ 
A  small  reception  followed  at  the  home  of 
the  bride's  parents^  from  which  the  newly- 
weds  left  on  a  motor  trip  to  Baltimore, 
Maryland* 

Shortly  before  the  wedding  date,  the 
KBB  staff  held  a  dinner  in  honor  of  the 
happy  couple  at  Patten's  Restaurant*,  Along 
with  best  wishes,  the  future  }Srs  Marzilli 
was  at  that  time  presented  with  a  gift  of 
Revere  Ware» 


On  Wednesday  evening,  January  30,  19^2, 
Miss  Phyllis  Ms  Hoffman  of  the  Director's 
Office  was  given  a  shower  in  the  lounge  by 
a  group  of  her  friends «    Miss  Hoffman  re- 
ceived many  beautiful  and  useful  gifts* 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  February  3,  1952,, 
Miss  Hoffman  became  the  bride  of  Jeraaiah 
Falvey  at  the  Immaculate  Conception  Church 
in  Everett,    The  bride  looked  lovely  in 
a  ballerina  gown  of  white  lace,  with  a 
satin  underskirt,  a  fingertip  veil,  and 
carried  a  prayer  book  with  a  #iite  orchid. 
Her  maid  of  honor.  Miss  Ruth  0 'Toole,  was 
gowned  in  JUle  green  tulle  with  a  matching 
hat  and  carried  a  bouquet  of  red  and  yellow 
roses*    She  was  given  in  marriago  by  her 
father. 


CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 

February  17  -  23  -  Cai*h>>lio  Book  W»ak 
February  17     2ii  -  Brotherhood  Week 
February  21  -  Mid-Winter  Meeting  of  M*LsAa 

Sheraton  Plaza  Hotel,  Boston 
February  21-2^  -  Alert  America  Week 
February  2^     Reception  for  newly  elected 

officers  of  the  B.P«L;,PftS«A. 
February  29  -  Girls j  one  chance  in  fouri 

ALUMNAE  NOTES 

Mr  Leo  J.,  Hines,  formerly  of  the  Open 
Shelf  Department.,  who  won  second  prize  in 
the  1951  National  Catholic  Theatre  contest 
for  his  play,  Marie  Antoinette j  is  now 
director  of  the^loston  Catholic  Theatre* 
The  company,  which  recently  opened  its  sea- 
son with  a  successful  performance  of  Mary; 
of  Scotland  is  now  rehearsing  its  first 


musical  comedy j»  Walter  Kerr^s  Sing  Out 
Sweet  Land  to  be  presented  at  New  England 
Mutual  Hall,  February  lii,  15>  and  l6» 


Mrs  Fern  Ingersoll,  former  children's 
worker  at  Jeffries  Point  Branch  Library 
who  with  her  husband  left  for  Europe  in 
June,  has  decided  to  stay  the  winter & 


Follov/ing  are  excerpts  from  a  letter  of 
Following  the  reception,  attendedlMrs  Ingersoll's  to  Miss  Peck?    "Jay  and  I 


by  many  of  the  bride's  library  friends, 
the  couple  motored  to  New  York  for  their 
honsymocwi* 


On  Saturday,  February  2,  1952,  Miss  Mary 
F,,  Maguire  of  the  Information  Office  was 


jhave  been  travelling  so  much  during  the 
past  six  months  -  absorbing  so  many  Impres- 
sions so  quickly  -  that  we  have  decided 
that  we  would  very  much  like  to  stay  in  one 
place  for  the  winter  and  become  a  little 
more  thoroughly  acquainted  with  one  Euro- 
pean country  and  culture »    We  arrived  in 
Paris  just  before  Christmas  and  as  soon  as 


married  to  Mr  William  D,  Scanlon  of  Roxbaryl  the  holidays  were  over  we  began  looking 


at  a  9:00  aem»  Nuptial  Mass  at  the  Star  of 
the  Sea  Church,  East  Boston.    The  bride 
wore  a  "srtiite  chantilly  lace  gown  and  lace 
Juliet  cap  with  finger-tip  veil.    She  car- 
ried a  prayer  book  with  an  orchid r  The 
maid  of  honor,  the  bride^s  sister^  Barbara, 


wore  a  light  green  brocade  gown  with  match^T^ith  UNESCO  and  with  the  American  Library 


ing  mitts  and  half -hat  and  carried  a  cas- 
cade bouquet  of  jonquils. 

The  reception  was  held  at  the  General 
Edward's  Inn,  Point  of  Pines.  Following 
the  reception  the  couple  left  for  North 
Conway,  New  Hampshire.    ^  and  Mrs  Scanlon 
will  make  their  home  in  Dorchester. 


for  jobs.    At  the  present  time  we're  work'- 
ing  together  at  cleaning,  painting  and 
papering  an  old  house  just  outside  of  Paris 
at  the  rate  of    UO^  an  hour  for  Jay  and 
280  for  me  (plus  lots  of  fun  and  experience) 
There  are^  however,  possibilities  for  me 


in  Paris  -  either  of  vdiich  I  think  would 
be  fascinating.    The  UNESCO  work  would  be 
in  the  library  field...  There  is  not  a 
great  possibility  for  the  Job  with  the 
American  Library  in  Paris  becuase  of  the 
combined  reasons  that  it  is  operated  on  a 
very  limited  budget  and  it  is  required  to 
hire  ten  French  people  for  every  one 
foreigner  (as  are  all  businesses  and  organ- 


1 

I 


\ 

I 


I 


izations    except  embassies  and  the  United 
Nations  Headquarters)  f«9  we  really  are 
having  a  wonderful  time^    We  have  a  room 
just  around  the  comer  from  the  Louvre, 
with  an  old  French  lady  who  has  been  alone 
so  long  she  just  loves  to  talk  and  talk. 
It  is  a  marvellous  thing  for  our  French* 
We  tise  the  National  Library  -which  is  just 
down  the  street^  for  the  dual  purposes  of 
reading  and  getting  warmi 

Sincerely 
Fern  S*  Inge r soil" 

NO  MORE  SWEETS  FOP  THE  SWEET 

To  Members  of  the  Staff: 

In  response  to  many  interested  queries , 
the  Executive  Board  regrets  to  announce 
that  it  will  be  impossible  to  offer  any 
candy  purchases  for  the  Valentine  season^ 
We  believe  that  the  following  letter  from 
VIt  John  J»  Connolly^  Assistant  to  the 
Director,  and  Chief  Executive  Officer,  is 
self-explanatory: 

"30  January  1952 

Mr  Eamon  E,  McDonough 
President,  Boston  Public  Library 
Professional  Staff  Associaticxi 
Boston  Public  Library 
Boston  17,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr  McDonough: 

The  arrangements  which  have  been  in  ex- 
Istence  for  sometime  whereby  members  of 
the  staff  have  been  able  to  purchase  can;^ 
at  a  discount  at  certain  periods  of  the 
year  must  be  terminatedt.    It  has  been 
found  that  the  amount  of  work  involved  in 
the  ordering,  receipt,  distribution,  and 
payment  for  the  candy  requires  so  much 


We  regret  very  much  iisi^t  we  have  had  to 
take  the  above  action^  and  we  hope  that  the 
members  of  the  Association  will  appreciate 
our  reasons  for  it» 

Very  sincerely  yours, 
(SIGNED) JOHN  J«  CONNOLLY 

Assistant  to  the  Director,  and 
Chief  Executive  Officer" 

We  are  aware  of  the  keen  disappointment 
that  will  be  felt  by  many  that  an  arrange- 
ment so  beneficial  to  the  staff  must  end 
so  abruptly©    The  Administration  has  been 
exceedingly  generous  in  this  matter  of  the 
use  of  Library  personnel  and  facilities  to 
ensure  the  success  of  the  venture^   We  wish 
to  express  our  gratitude  to  them  at  this 
time,  and  especially  to  Mr  Samuel  Green 
who  both  in  and  out  of  working  hours  has 
worked  so  hard  to  help  others «, 

We  trust  that  a  satisfactory  solution  may 
be  found  to  enable  the  Association  to  re-^* 
suioe  its  candy  business  on  a  voluntary 
basis  before  the  next  holiday*    The  Special 
Services  Committee  will,  of  course,  continue 
to  handle  discounts  and  any  other  business 
of  a  like  nature » 

One  of  the  dealers ^  Starr  Confections  Co», 
775  Huntington  Avenue,  has  very  kindly  con- 
sented to  honor  Library  discount  cards  for 
purchases  at  its  establishment  during  the 
Valentine  season^ 

The  Executive  Board  welcomes  any  and  all 
suggestions  for  a  plan  that  will  obviate 
the  difficulties  entailed  in  the  enterprise* 
Please  send  us  your  ideas* 


the  Shipping  Department,  and  the  Supply 
Room  that  it  has  interfered  with  the 
normal  operation  of  these  units* 

If  some  other  arrangement  can  be  worked 
out  by  the  Association  whereby  the  work 
might  be  undertaken  outside  an  individu£!,l's 
Library  work  schedule;  there  would  appear 
to  be  no  objection  to  the  resumption  of 
this  project. 


8  February  1952 


EAMON  Mcdonough 

President 


IN  TODAY'S  NEWS 


Boston  Traveler,  February  11,  1952 « 
Nsfw  Yoyk  -  Le©  M*  Friedm^-n,  Boston  la'wyer, 
was  re-elected  president  of  the  American 
time  of  the  members  of  the  Business  Of f iceJ Jevrish  Historical  Society  at  the  annual 


meeting  at  the  Jewish  Museum  here* 


Mr  Kenneth  C,  Barnes,  Periodical  &  News- 
paper Department,  has  had  his  photograph 
of  the  volcano  Paracutin  accepted  by  th© 
Chicago  International  Exhibition  of  Nature 
Photography,  which  is  being  held  at  the 
Natural  History  Museum  "where  during  Fete'pry. 
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This  is  one  of  the  Mexican  prints  which 
Mr  Barnes  had  on  exhibition  at  the  Library- 
last  summer > 

REPORT  OF  A>L.A»  MID-^NTER  MEETING 

The  A.L»A.  Mid-Winter  Conference  was 
held  at  the  Edgewater  Beach  Hotel  in  . 
Chic4g9  frosB  January  28  to  February  2, 195^1 
The  registration  on  Saturday,  the  last  dajj 
had  risen  to  1301  as  coii5)ared  with  approx- 
imately lUOO  at  the  1951  Mid-Winter  Con- 
ference*   Some  135  meetings  WBre  scheduled 
by  the  various  Boards ^  Committees ^  Round 
Tables,  Divisions,  Associations,  and  the 
like  of  A.L.A. 

An  innovation  at  the  Conference  was  the 
presence  at  each  scheduled  meeting  oi  a 
silent  man  sitting  to  one  side  busily  tak- 
ing notes  and  frowning  from  time  to  time* 
He  was  the  DoC»  Reporter j  an  A»Ls.A,  member 
from  the  District  of  Columbia,    Henry  J* 
Gartland,  an  alumnus  of  the  BoPoL.,  was 
one  of  the  reporters.    They  reported  all 
open  meetings  and  as  many  of  the  closed 
meetings  as  the  chairmen  of  such  meetings 
allowed  to  be  reported.    The  reports  were 
mimeographed  as  fast  as  copy  was  received 
and  upon  payment  of  a  dollar  were  mailed 
to  subscribers  as  soon  as  the  last  days' 
reports  were  reproduced.    The  title  of  the; 
Report  is  American  Library  Association^  I 
Summary  Reports  of  1952  ?iidr°winter  Meet-*  ! 
ings,  Jan.  28-Fet«  2,  1952;  Prepared"by 
A»L»A.  Members  in  the  District  of  Columbia 


Chicago,  Feb.  5i  1952.    A  copy  may  be 
f o^and  in  the  Staff  Library. 

Three  items  aroused  particijiLar  interest 
and  discussion  at  the  Mii-Winter  Meeting: 
the  Minimum  Library  Salary  Standards  for 
1952,  the  report  on  the  American  Heritage 
Project 5  and  the  book  selection  question 
raised  by  Mr  Ralph  A,  Ulveling,  Director 
cf  the  Detroit  Public  Library,  at  the  1951 
Annual  Conference* 

The  Board  on  Personnel  Administration 
presented  Mlnimua  Library  Salary  Standards 
for  1952  b9.sed  upon  the  1951  Standards 
with  a  cost-of-living  adjustment  of  11»3 
over  the  100  point  index  of  the  19 35-39 » 
The  discussion  was  lively  and  warm.  Three 
arguments  were  presented  against  the  new 
Standards;  (l)  that  small  libraries  could 
not  hope  to  meet  these  standards ,  (2)  that 
many  libraries  would  not  find  them  accept- 
able to  Boards  and  Councils,  (3)  that  many 
libraries  had  adopted  Grade  1,  the  begin- 


ning rate,  but  that  those  librarians  with 
experience  and  years  of  service  represent- 
ing the  titular  levels  (Grades  2     k)  had 
not  been  recognized  and  were  not  receiving 
the  scales  reconmended  in  the  1951  Standarda 
The  Council  defeated  a  motion  to  adopt  the 
1952  Standards  by  57  to  52c 

Mrs  Grace  T*  Stevenson,  Direetor  of  the 
American  Heritage  Project^  made  a  vivid 
progress  report  in  which  she  indlcateid  that 
105  discussion  groups  had  been  organized 
and  190  leaders  trained^-  She  commented  on 
the  purpose  of  the  Pro^^ct  and  the  reasons 
for  A»L,A.  sponsorship  as  follows; 

(a)  the  purpose  of  the  Project  is  to 
develop  a  public  better  informed  in  dem:>o 
cratio  principles  and  better  able  to  apply 
them  to  the  present  situationj 

(b)  the  discussion  technique  seems  to  be 
the  best  for  this  purpose j 

(c)  the  Project  vri.ll  indicate  the  role 
of  libraries  in  shaping  the  future  pattern 
of  adult  education^ 

In  the  Library  Journal p  August  1951, 
there  was  reported  Mr  'nalph  A,,  Ulveling *s 
statement  made  at  the  1951  Annual  Confer- 
ence entitled  Book  Selection  Policies«  The 
report  of  the  Intellectual  Freedom  Commit- 
tee on  his  statement  was  published  in  the 
November  ALA  Bulletin^    Tlie  discussion  was 
continued  in  Chicago  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Acquisitions  Round  Table  and  in  the  Second 
Session  of  the  Council*    The  controversy 
centered. around  the  fact  that  the  Committee 
on  Intellectual  Freedom  felt  that  there 
might  be  dajiger  of  misinterpretation  of 
the  Detroit  Public  Library  policy  and 
around  the  Committee  misinterpretation  of 
ISr  Ulveling 's  statement,.    The  Committee 
1  indicated  th^t  the  statement  was  not  in- 
I  tended  to  be  an  attack  on  either  Mr  Ulveling 
or  on  the  Detroit  Public  Library's  policy. 
At  the  Council  meeting  the  Chairman  indi- 
cated that  the  Committee  will  hold  a  Work- 
shop on  how  to  interpret  and  implement  the 
Library  Bill  of  Rights  at  the  1952  Annual 
Conference^ 

(SIOim))aLIZABSTH  L,  WRIGST 

Supervisor  of  Personnel 
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PRESIDENT'S  NOTES  i^the  interview  and  a  representation  from  our 

jorganization  was  sent* 
Speaking  for  the  entire  Executive  Boards  j    Mr  Connolly  received  us  most  cordially 
we  should  like  to  thank  the  membership  for  |and  endeavored  to  answer  all  questions  put 
the  honor  that  has  been  conferred  upon  us.  jto  him.    It  became  apparent,  however,  that 
Thus  far  our  term  of  office  has  bean  some- 'the  Chief  Executive  Officer  was  not  in  a 


what  hectic.    We  have  been  fortunate  in 
having  on  the  Board  four  members  with  pre- 
vious experience,  who  will  help  guide  us 
towards  the  aims  and  goals  of  the  Associa- 
tion as  envisioned.    It  is  our  hope  that 
in  the  coming  year  we  shall  be  able  to 
place  especial  emphasis  on  the  welfare  of 
the  staff  as  individuals. 
We  have  been  particularly  fortiinate  in 


position  to  speak  for  the  Trustees  on  all 
points.    It  was  suggested  that  the  various 
organizations  seek  a  joint  meeting  with  the 
Trustees  to  duscuss  the  matter  further. 
With  the  consent  of  the  Executive  Board,  a 
letter  was  sent  to  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  Mr  Friedman,  requesting 
permission  for  a  representation  from  our 
organization  to  attend  such  a  meetings,  Per- 


having  with  us  Miss  Theodora  Scoff,  who  asjniission  was  granted  and  a  representation 

attended  this  meeting  on  Feb^ary  Is 
Mr  Friedman,  speaking  for  the  Trustees, 
proper  balance  of  branch  representation  on '"welcomed  us  to  the  meeting.    The  spokesmen 
the  various  committees.    Despite  her  ill-  l^or  the  other  staff  groups  put  their  organ- 
ness,  Miss  Scoff  has  kept  in  touch  with  usjizations  on  record  as  being  opposed  to  the 


the  sole  branch  member  of  the  Board  has 
been  our  prop  and  mainstay  in  insuring  a 


by  phone  and  mail  and  has  been  of  invalu- 
able assistance  to  us  in  the  selection  of 
chairmeno    The  list  of  committee  chairmen 
will  be  published  in  the  March  lssu«s 
May  we  express  our  profound  gratitude  to 
all  those  viho  cooperatively  accepted  posts 
and  to  those  who  while  unable  to  accept 
themselves,  were  so  kind  as  to  offer  valu- 
able suggestions  in  that  direction 


The  membership,  undoubtedly,  is  interest+the  issues  involved.    The  Trustees  appeared 


payment  by  check.    Your  President,  as 
spokesman  for  our  group ^ explained  to  the 
Trustees  that  we  had  not  come  either  to 
protest  or  condone  any  particular  method  of 
payment ^  but  rather  we  sought  further  infor- 
mation in  order  to  recommend  a  course  of 
action  to  our  members «    The  eleven  .  ques- 
tions listed  below  were  then  proposed  to 
the  Trustees  for  the  purpose  of  clarifying 


ed  in  knowing  what,  if  anything,  your 
Executive  Board  has  done  in  the  matter  of 
the  change  in  method  of  payment  of  sala- 
ries.   The  Executive  Board  met  in  an  emer- 
gency session  on  Thursday,  January  2kj  to 
discuss  the  matter.    It  was  the  feeling  of 
the  Board  at  that  time  that  if  we  possess- 
ed more  pertinent  information  on  the  sub- 
ject v/e  would  be  in  a  better  position  to 


reluctant  to  answer  these  questions  at  that 
time,  but  promised  to  send  a  written  answer 
at  a  later  date. 

A  general  discussion  was  precipitated  in 
which  the  following  points  became  evident « 
The  Trustees  feel  that  the  staff  should 
give  the  check  method  a  period  of  trial. 
Mr  McDonald  suggested  a  period  of  two  months 
and  stated  that  if  at  the  end  of  that  per- 


recommend  a  course  of  action  to  the  member+iod  the  majority  of  the  staff  were  opposed 


ship.    Consequently  a  letter  vfas  drafted 
to  Mr  John  J,  Connolly,  Chief  Executive 
Officer  of  the  Library,  ■v*iich  incorporated 
most  of  the  points  which  we  felt  needed 
clarifications    Mr  Connolly  was  courteous- 
ly prompt  in  his  answer c    Both  letters  are 
appended. 

Later  the  same  day,  your  President  was 
informed  by  officers  of  the  Maintenance 
Employees'  Union,  the  Arnavets,  and  the 
Employees  Benefit  Association  that  those 
organizations  were  planning  to  ask  W 

Connolly  for  an  interview  that  afternoon  'to  attend.  We  attended  in  the  capacity  of 
to  discuss  the  change  in  method  of  payment,  observers.    As  the  day  grew  late  and  the 


We  were  invited  by  them  to  join  in  the  re- 
quest.   The  President  consulted  with  the 
Executive  Board  and  was  authorized  to  join 
in  the  request*    Mr  Connolly  consented  to 


to  checks  he  would  reverse  his  vote«  The 
other  Trnistees  while  also  advocating  a 
trial  period  of  two  months  did  not  indicate 
what  action  they  would  favor  at  the  end  of 
that  period. 

The  meeting  ended  on  a  friendly,  if  some- 
what unresolved,  note^    On  Monday February  hf 
word  reached  your  Executive  Board  that  a 
vote  was  to  be  taken  in  the  City  Council  on 
an  order  concerning  the  method  of  payment^ 
A  representation  from  the  Executive  Board 
was  granted  time  off  by  the  Administration 


Council  went  into  Executive  Session  without 
having  arrived  at  the  order  we  who  were 
interested  in  your  representation  withdrew^, 
This  is  the  story  thus  far*    Your  Execu- 


I 
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tive  Board  would  like  to  hear  your  point 
of  view  in  regard  to  this  question  of  the 
metlhod  of  payment.    Please  write  to  us  on 
the  subject  either  directly  or  in  the  Soap 
Box 3    If  you  do  not  speak  ou.t^  hew  can  you 
be  heard? 

E^EoMcD. 

2^  January  19^2 

Mr  John  J»  Connolly 
Assistant  to  the  Director 
and  Chief  Executive  Officer 
Boston  Public  Library 

Dear  Mr  Connolly: 

Members  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the 
Professional  Staff  Association  have  been 
strongly  -orged  by  a  great  many  members  of 


the  Association  to  protest  against  the  payj-the  matter  of  pajnnent  of  wages  by  check: 
ment  of  v/ages  by  check»  Before  taking  any 
course  ef  action  it  vjas  felt  by  the  Execu- 
tive Board,  at  a  meeting  on  January  2hj 
1952,  that  they  could  more  properly  evalu- 
ate the  reasons  for  payment  by  check  after 
they  had  received  fuller  information  from 


We  look  forward  to  your  reply  to  these 
questions* 

Respectfully  yours, 

( SIGNED )EAMON  E.  McDONOUGH 
President 

28  January  19S2 

Mr  Eamon  E»  McDonough^  President 
Boston  Public  Library  Professional 

Staff  Association 
Boston  17,  JIassdchusetts 

Dear  McDonough: 

In  response  to  your  request  I  wish  to 
make  the  follovdng  comments  in  connection 
with  the  questions  noted  in  your  letter 
under  date  of  January  2^,  19^2  concerning 


the    administration  concerning  its  posi- 
tion in  this  natter «    We  have  framed  the 
following  questions  Avhich  contain  the  in- 
quiries that  many  Association  members 
brought  to  our  attentionr 

1,  Did  this  present  policy  of  payment  by 
check  originate  with  the  City  Administra- 
tion or  with  the  Library  Administration? 

2.  Could  the  Trustees  change  the  system 
of  payment  by  check  to  pa,;>Tnent  by  cash? 
3»    Was  full  and  careful  consideration 
given  to  the  poll  taken  in  1950  of  the 


la,    The  request  for  payment  by  check  origi- 
nated with  the  Trustees  of  the  Library. 
2.    The  Trustees  could  consider  a  change  in 
the  method  of  payment  by  check  to  payment 
by  cash. 

3»    The  original  request  for  payment  by 
check  was  made  directly  after  the  safe 
robbery  in  December  19U9»    Therefore,  con- 
sideration of  the  poll  taken  in  1950  by 
the  Association  did  not  enter  into  the 
original  requests 

ho    It  is  believed  that  it  would  not  be  de- 
sirable to  ha-^-e  certain  units  of  the  li- 
brary paid  by  check  and  others  paid  by  cash. 
The  question  of  a  robbery  is  possible 
either  in  the  Central  Library  or  in  a 
Branch  Library. 

5«    When  checks  are  received  in  the  Library 


staff  affected  concerning  payment  by  chedc^on  Thursday  they  will  be  distributed 
U.    If  the  fear  of  robbery  is  so  imminent  ipromptiyo    It  is  hoped  that  when  the  rou- 


in  the  Branches  that  it  is  imperitive  that 
payment  be  made  there  by  check,  would  it 
be  possible  to  pay  the  Branches  by  check 
and  the  Central  Library  by  cash? 
5«    Would  it  be  possible  to  distribute  the 
checks  on  Thursday?    When  checks  are  dis- 
tributed on  Friday  the  time  for  cashing 
them  before  the  weekend  is  considerably 
shortened  and  barely  sufficient  for  this 
purpose. 

6.    In  the  event  that  it  is  found  that  too 
much  personal  time  of  the  staff  members  is 
consumed  in  cashing  checks  would  it  be 
possible  for  the  Library  to  allow  time  for 
cashing  checks? 


tine  Is  established  Thursday  may  become  the 
regular  payday, 

6,    The  possibility  of  allowance  of  time  to 
members  of  the  staff  for  the  purpose  of 
cashing  their  checks  can  be  examined© 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

(SIGNED)  JOHN  J.  CONNOLLY 

Assistant  to  the  Director,  and 
Chief  Executive  Officer 


RESULTS  OF  THE  POLL  A3  FOUND  IN  THE 

Q.M»  mcH,  1950 

Number  of  ballots  880 
Number  of  returns  ..•,.<,»  716 (81^ 

Cash  liOO 

Check   <  *  .  •  e  278 

No  choice  d 

Ballots  arrive  late  •  •  s  »  >  30 

Questions  asked  the  Trustees 

1.  Was  the  move  to  change  payment  from 
cash  to  check  initiated  by  the  Trustees  or 
by  the  officials  at  City  Hall? 

2.  Were  the  Trustees  aware  that  a  poll  on 
this  question  had  been  taken  under  the 
auspices  of  the  B.P,L.P.S.A,  in  195C? 

3«  Were  the  results  of  that  poll  given 
full  consideration  in  the  making  of  the 
decision  to  change  to  check  payment? 

Was  contemplation  of  a  change  in  the 
method  of  payment  begiin  at  the  suggestion 
of  the  Director? 

5#    Were  the  plans  for  the  change  at  a 
sxLfficient  stage  of  completion  two  or 
three  months  ago  to  have  enabled  the  noti- 
fication of  the  staff  of  the  imminence  of 
ttie  change? 

6«    Were  the  Trustees  notified  by  the  City 
officials  concerned  at  the  time  of  the 
completion  of  the  plans  that  Fx-lday  was 
the  earliest  day  for  the  delivery  of 
checks  that  could  be  assured? 

7»    If  so,  did  the  Trustees  proceed  with 
the  plans  with  the  realization  that  the 
Friday  payday  would  cause  undue  hardship 
to  many  members  of  the  staff? 

8*    Prior  to  the  making  of  this  decision 
did  the  Trustees  make  any  survey,  or  ex~ 
tensive  study  ef  comparable  salary  payment 
practices  in  other  libraries?    Other  in- 
stitutions? Other  governmental  units?  Or  j 
similar  private  enterprises?  j 

i 

9a    Will  the  check  method  of  payment 
effect  a  substcintial  saving  to  the  City  orj 
Library  or  will  it  cause  an  increased  fi-  i 
nancial  burden  to  be  placed  on  the  City  or 
on  the  Library? 


[10»,    Do  the  Trustees  contemplate  a  rever- 
sion to  the  former  method  of  payaent  under 
any  circumstances  whatsoever? 

11*    Would  the  Trustees  care  to  comment  as 
to  ar^  intent  on  their  part  at  a  later  date 
of  stretching  the  pay  period  to  a  biweekly 
or  semimonthly  period? 

MISSION  TO  PARIS 

To  write  a  full  accoiint  of  my  mission  to 
Paris  VfOuld  necessitate  endless  detail  and 
require  much  time  and  space •    I  shall  en- 
deavor within  the  limits  allotted  me  to 
touch  upon  the  more  important  events  that 
led  to  this  important  work,  also  its  main 
purpose  and  a  few  of  the  outstanding  re- 
sults. 

The  Print  Department  in  the  Boston  Public 
Library  was  asked  to  undertake  the  organi- 
zation of  exchange  exhibitions  between 
France  and  America,    This  was  due  in  great 
part  to  the  importance  of  French  work  in 
our  collection,  which  is  unique  for  its 
thorou^  representation  in  states,  proofs 
and  working  drawings.    Exhibitions  of  prints 
in  our  own  gallery  and  loans  to  museums 
and  colleges  from  coast  to  coast  during  the 
last  decade  did  much  to  keep  French  culture 
before  the  American  people  during  this  try- 
ing period.    Two  exhibitions  of  great  mo- 
ment were  loaned  to  the  French  Government 
through  the  Services  du  Conseiller  Cultural 
of  the  Embassy  in  New  York»    A  selection 
was  made  from  our  complete  portfolios  of 
Daumier  and  Jean-Louis  Forain  to  form  shows 
■«^ich  were  considered  outstanding  events  of 
the  art  season* 

When  the  request  for  an  exhibition  of 
American  prints  came  to  us  from  the  Cult\ar- 
al  Division  of  the  United  States  Embassy  in 
Paris  I  immediately  brought  iiie  mtter  to 
the  attention  of  Monsieur  Albert  Chambon^ 
French  Consul  General  for  New  England^  and 
Monsieur  Rene  De  Messieres^  Conseiller  Cul- 
tural for  France,    They  forthwith  suggest- 
ed an  exchange  exhibition  and  the  possi- 
bility of  a  mission  to  France  to  inaugurate 
the  American  exhibition,  and  to  organize 
a  contemporary  representative  group  of 
prints  by  French  artists. 

There  were  two  other  exhibitions  which 
had  bearing  on  my  Euiropean  trip  which  should 
be  mentioned  briefly  since  they  were  given 
birth  in  the  Print  Department,  and  were  the 
means  by  which  this  final  and  comprehensive 


i 


American  show  made  its  appearance  In  Paris 
Through  our  efforts  and  that  of  Monsieur 
De  Messieres  the  first  po&t-war  exhibition 
of  American  prints  was  sent  to  the  Inter- 
national Exhibition  of  Comteraporary  Print- 
making,  which  was  held  in  the  Petit  Palais 
in  Paris,  May  19ii9«    In  July  1950  one  hun- 
dred prints  were  assembled  for  the  Inter- 
national Exhibition  of  Prints  for  the 
Societe  Graveurs  Originals  Contemporaine 
at  P-ouena 

The  prints  travelled  through  the  Prov« 
inces  of  France  and  Western  Geraany  for 
several  years  with  great  success.    It  '*as 
because  of  the  interest  created  by  these 
exhibitions  that  a  request  was  isade  for  us 
to  organize  a  contemporary  show  of  graphic 
arts  by  living  American  artists  through 
the  Cultural  Division  of  the  United  States 
Embassy  in  Paris* 

To  organize  such  an  exhibition  which  was 
to  represent  cur  best  printmakers;  >?as  a 
great  responsibility.    It  also  presented 
the  difficult  task  of  bringing  together 
our  leading  artists — those  who  were  al- 
ready established  and  the  younger  men  who 
by  their  promise  and  achievement  deniand 
recognition. 

An  Honorary  Committee  was  formed  of 
Curators  of  Prints ^  Muse-um  Directors  and 
prominent  collectors  in  t-he  principal 
cities  of  the  United  States*    They  were 
asked  to  recommend  artists  worthy  of  in- 
clusiOTi  in  such  an  exhibition.    The  re- 
sponse was  most  gratifying,  and  after  some 
months  of  research  and  careful  selection 
an  outstanding  group  of  prints  in  all 
mediums,  all  schools  of  thought  and  tech- 
niques was  brought  together  with  such  sat- 
isfying results,  that  one  can  unhesitat- 
ingly pronounce  it  as  the  first  true  pic- 
ture of  American  art  in  the  print  world 
todayo    It  will  also  interest  the  person- 
nel of  the  library  that  the  Print  Depart- 
ment is  represented  by  the  work  of  three 
of  its  members. 

The  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  pr3.nt3 
chosen  are  the  work  of  seventy-three  art- 
is  ts.    The  important  feature  is  that 
originality  dominates  the  esdiibition,  and 
each  effort  is  individual  in  the  use  of 
all  manner  of  techniques ►  the  result  of 
experiments  ably  handled  supporting  our 
very  best  talent. 

When  this  exhibition  left  these  shores 
late  in  August  of  19^1  the  original  inten- 
tion was  to  have  it  h\mg  in  the  gallerias 
of  the  U.S.  Embassy  in  Paris*    When  it  was 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Comite' 


sjNational  de  la  Gravxire  Fran9aise  by  Mon- 
sieu.T'  Valiery-Radotj,  Conservateui-  des 
Estarcpes  at  the  Bibliotheque  Natj.onale, 
Monsietc  Julien  Cain,  Administrateur  General 
de  la  Bibliotheque  Nationale,  invited  it  to 
be  shown  in  the  newly  renovated  Galeris 
Mansart*    This  brought  us  in  close  touch 
with  my  friend,  Monsieur  P.A.,  Lemoisne, 
president  of  the  National  Committee c 

It  was  at  this  time  that  developments  for 
my  going  abroad  took  dofinite  forme.  "'ATien 
an  exchange  exhibition  was  suggested  to  the 
American  committee  all  responded  unanimously 
and  pledged  support  to  the  p^ject  by  shovi- 
ing  it  in  their  galleries  or  museums© 

At  the  advice  of  Monsieur  Chambon  and 
Monsieur  De  Me&siereSi;.  I  presented  the  idea 
to  Mon^eur  Lemoisne.    I  received  an  enthu- 
siastic letter  within  a  fe^  days  notifying 
me  that  the  French  National  Committee  had 
met  and  that  it  was  already  at  work 
'assembling  the  exhibition 

The  American  Exhibition^  Les  Peintres 
Graveurs  Actuels  aux  Etats-Unis,  in  the 
Bibliotheque  Nationale,  was  advanced  to 
early  December  instead  of  the  spring  of 
this  year  for  its  in?;Uguration. 
i    An  invitation  from  the  French  Government 
I  to  assist  i::>  the  organization  of  the  French 
lExhibition  and  to  inaugurate  the  American 
jshow  in  Paris  was  fori^arded  to  me  by  Mon- 
|sieur  De  Messieres  from  Monsieur  Louis  Joxs^ 
pirecteur  G6n6ral  des  Relations  Culturelles 
jand  Ministere  des  Affaires  Etrang^res^ last 
i September. 

I    Things  moved  so  rapidly  that  there  was  so 
\rmch  overlapping  of  ideas  on  both  sides  of 
|ti-e  Atlantic,  that  I  could  not  accept  the 
hospitality  of  the  French  Government  immed'-' 
iately  ontil  I  made  their  plans  known  to 
Mr  Lord  and  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  to 
{receive  their  approval.    Permission  -was 
j  given  as  this  was  considered  a  library  func»» 
jtion,  for  the  project  was  given  birth  in 
I  the  Print  Department*    I  found  later  that 
|a  very  close  relationship  between  the 
Bibliotheque  Nationale  and  our  library  had 
existed  for  some  years  through  direct 
interchange  and  association  of  ideas. 

Mrs  Heintaelman  and  I  sailed  for  France 
November  second  on  the  Liber te  and  arrived 
in  Paris  six  days  later.    We  v/ere  located 
at  the  charming  and  famous  old  Hotel  du 
Q'jj&t  Voltaire  which  is  situated  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Seine  overlooking  the  river  and 
■'the  fariiliar  bookstallsa    We  had  the  entire 
length  of  the  Lou"/re  contin\!ally  before  our 
{eyes©    No  hotel  in  Paris  could  be  more 
I ideally  located  for  an  artist  or  anyone 


connected  vrith  the  art-s©    Tt  was  only  a 
few  steps  to  the  Ecole  des  Beaux  Arts,  the 
Institute  de  France  and  the  Latin  Quarter© 
Anyone  familiar  with  old  Paris  knows  the 
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St,  P^res,  the  Boulevarde  Sto  Germain  and 
the  St.  Michel  quarter,  which  were  all  in 
close  proximity.    This  was  coming  home  to 
us.    We  found  Paris  very  little  changed 
and  it  was  good  renewing  our  acquaintances 
with  old  familiar  places  and  the  prospect 
of  meeting  old  friends  was  pleasant  to 
anticipate. 

Setting  up  my  headquarters  in  the  Hotel 
du  Quai  Voltaire  my  busy  five  weeks  in 
Paris  was  to  begin  even  before  I  could 
loes    ray  sea  legs© 

The  first  week  or  ten  days  were  spent  on 
the  Quai  d'Orsay  at  the  minist^re  des 
Affaires  Etrangferes  and  Relations  Cultur- 
elles  where  I  had  to  report  the  nature  of 
my  mission,    Ihis  was  necessary  because  of 
there  being  national  recognition  of  art  in 
France  and  approval  from  these  bureaus 
through  the  Comity  National  de  la  Gravure 
Fran?aise  was  essential,,    I  could  relate 
many  pleasant  experiences  in  relation  to 
these  preliminary  meetings  for  after  for- 
malities viere  over  I  was  asked  what  could 
be  done  to  make  Mrs  Heintzelman^s  and  my 
stay  one  of  pleasure  as  well  as  work* 
Cultural  Paris  was  literally  opened  to  us 
and  more  invitations  to  opera^  ballet^ 
theatre  and  conferonces  on  art,  music  and 
letters  were  sent  to  us  than  we  could 
possibly  accepto 

Ify  program  was  one  of  many  appointments 
for  beside  the  ^'reparations  necessary  for 
the  exchange  exhibition,  my  schedule* 
called  for  a  study  of  present  day  tenden" 


On  May  lUj  1951,  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  the 
Adult  Education  Association  of  the  U,S.A# 


fascination  of  the  rue  de  Seine,  Bonaparte jwas  founded  and  the  former  American  Associa- 


tion for  Advilt  Education  and  the  former 
Department  of  Adult  Education  of  the  Nation- 
al Education  Association  were  dissolved. 
Known  as  AEA  the  new  organization's  purpose 
is  to  "further  the  concept  of  education  as 
a  process  continuing  throughout  life  by 
affording  to  educators  of  adults  and  to 
other  interested  persons  opportunities  to 
increase  their  competence;  by  encouraging 
organizations  and  agencies  to  develop  adult 
educational  services;  by  providing  the 
balanced  development  of  educational  services 
needed  by  the  adult  population  in  the  United 
States;  and  by  cooperating  with  adult  educa- 
tion agents  internationally," 

The  AEA  will  publish  four  publications: 

1,  A  Magazine  of  Leadership  (leadership 
ideas  and  techniques) 

2. >    Adult  Education  (professional 

bi-monthly  journal) 
3«    AKA  Newsletter  (important  happenings 

in  the  field) 

Research  reports, 
1    State  Organizations  of  Adult  Education 
I  are  being  organized  throughout  the  United 
i States  bo  work  with  the  National  Organisa- 
jtion.    On  Monday  noon,  February  11,  19^2, 
I 116  adult  educators  met  to  organize  the 
lAdult  Education  Association  of  Massachusetts?, 
I  Miss  Elizabeth  Butcher,  Librarian  of  the 
Brookline  Public  Library*  presided*  Malcolm 
jKnov/les,  Administrative  Coordinator  and 
! Project  Director,  AEA^  and  Robert  Luke, 
; Field  Services  Coordinator,  AEA,  described 
j  the  national  organization  and  set  the  pat- 


cies  and  trends  in  contemporary  French  art k tern  for  the  Massachusetts  organization^ 


education  in  the  field  of  art,  printing  of 
de-luxe  books,  particularly  those  illus- 
trated by  leading  artists  and  interviews 
with  the  younger  men  in  the  graphic  arts 
as  well  as  renewing  acquaintances  with  the 
older  engravers. 

All  this  had  a  direct  bearing  on  the 
activities  of  the  Print  Department  in  the 
Boston  Public  Library,  Yri^iose  position,  I 
am  pleased  to  report,  has  taken  on  inter- 
national proportions c    This  will  be  relat- 
ed in  the  next  installment  of  The  Question 
Mark, 

Arthur  Heintzelraan 
Keeper  of  Prints 


In  stressing  the  significance  of  Adult 
Education,  they  repeated  the  statement 
made  at  the  Los  Angeles  Adult  Education 
XioMerence  to  the  effect  that  within  ten 
years  it  will  be  as  normal  for  adults  to  be 
carrying  on  educational  activities  as  for 
children  to  be  in  school.    There  will  be 
four  levels  of  education — ^elementary,  sec- 
(»idary,  higher  education;,  and  a  diversified 
educational  program  for  all  adults  in  the 
United  States o    They  v/ent  on  to  say  that 
without  mature  adults  the  educational  sys- 
tems will  be  poisoned*    In  this  Atomic  Age 
theip©  iss  not  time  to  wait  for  another  gener- 
ation to  solve  our  problems « 

At  a  previous  planning  meeting  of  twenty- 
five  Massachusetts  Adult  educators  called 
by  Miss  Sigrid  Edge  of  Simmons  College,  a 
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Constitution  and  Nominating  Goiamittee  were 
appointed  in  anticipation  of  Monday's  raest-j- 
ing#    The  Nominating  Committee  has  not  ccm-y 
pleted  its  slate  of  officers,  but  the  Con- 
stitution Conmittee  presented  a  proposed 
Constitution  for  consideratione    This  was 
discussed  at  great  length  and  after 
several  amendments,  "Css  acs«pted« 

As  stated  in  the  new  Constitution  the 
purpose  of  the  State  organization  in  co- 
operation with  the  National  Adult  Educa- 
tion Association  shall  be  "to  bring  toget- 
her for  stimulation,  mutual  assistance, 
and  exchange  of  ideas  all  those  in  the 
Commonwealth  who  are  in  any  way  involved 
in  any  form  of  adult  education  as  leaders 
or  participants.    Adult  education  may  be 
defined  as  the  activity  of  any  individual, 
organization,  or  group  which  has  as  its 
object    the  gaining  of  informationj  the  j 
increasing  of  understanding,  the  discover-] 
ing  of  ideas,  the  creating  of  works  of  art£i 
the  acquiring  of  skills,  or  the  working 
out  of  courses  of  action  through  democratic: 
procedures*" 

Muriel  C«  Javelin 

NATIONAL  AUDIO-VISUAL  CONFERENCE  | 

The  Department  of  Audio-Visiial  Instmc-  ' 
tion  of  the  National  Education  Association, 
known  as  DA VI,  held  its  winter  meeting  at  ; 
the  Hotel  Kenmore,  February  6-9 c  1952 « 

In  addition  to  the  General  Sessions  ther^ 
were  fifteen  Action-Planning  Sections  I 
•vrtiich  met  Thursday  afternoon  and  all  day  j 
Friday,  i 

The  Adult  Education  Section  was  led  by  | 
Dr  Ernest  Tiemann,  Director,  Visual  In« 
struction  Bureau,  University  of  Texas. 
Resource  leaders  were  from  the  Washington,  j 
D«C.  Film  Council;  Rutgers  University;  : 
American  Museum  of  Natural  History;  U,S»  | 
Department  of  State;  University  of  the  j 
State  of  New  York;  and  the  University  of  j 
North  Carolina 0  | 

Starting  vrith  the  premise  that  Adult     .  ' 
Educators  can  carry  out  their  work  more 
effectively  vrLth  Audio-Visual  Aids,  after 
three  discussion  sessions  the  group 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  three 
outstanding  audio-visual  needs  of  all 
Adult  Education  groups  are: 

1,    More  information  about  audio- visual 
materials  available  for  adult  education 
purposes* 


2c    Information  to  stimulate  more  effec« 
tive  use  of  audio-visual  materials,  includ- 
ing better  evaluations  of  films  to  be  used 
with  sdult  groups o 

3©    Recognition  of  the  fact  that  a  special 
type  of  leadership  training  is  needed  for 
individuals  who  are  to  lead  film  discussion 
programs  B 

In  adopting  these  projects  for  the  coming 
year  it  was  recognized  that  DA VI  must  work 
with  all  existing  organisations  primarily 
concerned  with  adult  educationo    The  members 
of  the  groupvere  divided  into  sub-committees 
to  work  on  the  fcllov>ring  problems; 

I9    Comprehensive,  annotated  bibliogra-» 
fSiles  of  adult  films  in  the  fields  of  health, 
workers*  education,  family  living,  religion, 
etCc    Annotations  are  to  include  evaluation 
as  to  use  with  adult  groups & 

2«    A  study  of  leadership  training 
courses  now  in  existence  and  a  determina- 
tion of  what  should  be  included  in  a  course 
to  train  leaders  in  the  effective  use  of 
films  with  adult  groups© 


Concerns  of  the  Action  Planning  Section 
on  Research  revolved  abcut  important  cur- 
rent findings  of  acting  research  groupso 
e,g*  Human  Resources  Research  Laboratories, 
the  Instructional  Film  Research  Program, 
the  U.S.  Navy  Special  Devices  Television 
Evaluation  Project,  and  the  Yale  Motion 
Picture  Projecto 

Other  topics  included  significant  exist« 
ing  literature;  the  adequacy  of  current 
reviewing  articles  on  research  in  such 
publications  as  Educational  Scrs^  and  the 
Revie-ff  of  Educational  Research;  a  program 
for  future  research  information  dissemina- 
tion, e»g.  via  newsletter,  digests  of  im- 
portant studies,  monographs  and  brochures^ 
The  desirability  of  regional  coverage  of 
research  studies  by  committees  was  dis- 
cussed^ 

The  library  played  a  role  in  the  discus- 
sion exchanges  when  stress  was  laid  on  the 
significance  and  importance  of  talents « 
Comments  were  made  on  the  new  service  of 
the  Card  Division  of  the  Library  of  Congress 
dealing  with  the  cataloging  of  motion  pic- 
tures and  filxastrips* 

Recommendations  were  made  to  Coramitteea 
that  surveys  of  the  abstracting  techniques 
of  such  publications  as  Chemical  and  Bio- 
logical Abstracts  be  studied  for  practices 


T 
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pertinent  to  MVI  rftsearch  objd(?tiv«g|  thfiiint®rest©fl  la  Burkdr  Whea^ly^s  descrip- 
the  organization  make  knovm  its  interests  Ition  of  th©  proposed  plan  fo?*  educational 


and  ability  to  aid  projects  being  under™ 
taken  by  Ford  Foundation  and  sinilar  grou 
groups  J  and  that  existing  Inform ticn  b® 


television  in  Boston  under  ths  sponsorship 
of  the  Lowell  Institute  Couneil,  at  an 
estiisated  cost  of  $1,619,000  for  ©quipraent| 


"screened"^,  consolidated,  and  evaluated  te  building,  filsa  production^  operating  oostS| 
before  outlays  of  money   were  made  where    j^intenancs^  etCo 

■   As  at  all  conferences,  much  benefit  was 
recei'^ed  from  t^e  opportunity  between  ses- 


re search  and  production  programs  were  to 
be  undertaken t. 


M.F.R. 


The  main  topic  discussed  at  th®  Thursday 
afternoon  Action  Planning  Section  on  Tele- 
vision in  Education  was  What  Types  of  Edu- 
cational Telecasting  Can  Be  Done  By  Local 
Communities? 

Vfith  I.  Keith  Tyler,  Director  of  Radio 
Education,  Ohio  State  University,  as  Chair-f 
man,  such  questions  as  "What  educational 
needs  in  the  community  can  be  met  through 


television?"  and  "What  resources  for  pro« 
gramraing  are  available?"  were  discussed* 
The  public  library  was  mentioned  often 
as  an  important  source  for  fulfilling  the 
needs  of  this  new  mediumt    In  some  cases 
examples  were  cited  where  libraries  have 
already  participated  in  television  pro<- 
grams,  including  our  own  Boston  Public 
Library; 

The  meeting  adjourned  with  a  lively  and 
interesting  debate  over  the  question  of 
television  versus  films.    Pros  and  cons 
were  given,  but  no  conclusions  were  reach- 
ed as  to  which  was  better,  or  would  be 
better  in  Education^    If  there  was  any 
conclusion,  it  was  that  both  films  and 
television  each  have  a  place  of  their  own 
in  Education,  and  that  each  must  expand 
and  develop  to  meet  the  needs  and  chal- 
lenges of  a  modern  and  confused  world, 

E.J.P, 


On  Saturday  morning,  following  a  summar- 
ization of  the  reports  of  the  Action- 
Planning  Meetings,  there  was  a  panel  dis- 
cussion on  Television's  Challenge  to  Edu- 
cation and  Culture  and  Education  Accepts 
the  Challenge.    With  209  channels  allocat- 
ed to  education  the  future  for  educational 
television  is  assured  J_n  spite  of  many 
still  unsolved  problems  of  financing,  pro- 
gramming, and  station  assignments.  Those 
of  us  from  New  England  were  particularly 


to  g©3  new  films,  to  talk  with  au6i^ 
visual  people  from  other  parts  of  ths 
country,  and  to  aeet  and  talk  with  many 
film  distributors* 

During  the  Conference  there  were  many 
visitors  to  our  new  Open  Shelf  and  Audio- 
Visual  quarters, 

M,C« Jo 


BOOKMOBILE  II 


On  February  the  twentieth  Bookmobile  II 
will  make  its  official  debut©    This  date 
has  double  significance  for  just  two  years 
ago  on  February  the  twentieth  Bookmobile 
service  was  inaugurated  at  the  Boston  Pub- 
lic Library,    The  wide  use  of  Bookmobile  I 
by  reading-hungry  patrons  has  more  than 
justified  the  inclusion  of  this  service. 
Bookmobile  II  will  be  "manned"  by  the  fol- 
lowing ladies a 

Mrs  Julia  Miller,  Assistant  in  Charge 

of  Adult  Work, 
Miss  Marie  Pineo,  Children's  Librarian* 
Miss  Elizabeth  Bowling,  General  Assis- 
tant, 

Miss  Jtadeline  MacManus,  General  Assis- 
tant, 

The  revised  schedule  for  Bookmobile  I  and 
the  schedule  for  Bookmobile  II,  will  appear 
in  the  B«P.L>  News  and  will  be  sent  by 
circular  to  all  branches  and  departments 

A^L,A.  NEEDS  YOU  .,• 

..•YOU  NEED  AoL^Ao 
Join  in  19^2 
Annual  Conference,  New  York  City 
June  29-July  1952 

Don«t  Miss  the 
Boston  Public  Library  Civil  Defense  Display 
First  Corps  Cadet  Armory 
Columbus  Avenue  at  Arlington  Street 
February  21-2$,  19^2 
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NEW  K)OKS  IN  THE  STAFF  LIBRARY 
Fiction 

Bromfield,  Louis 
Mr*  Smith  e 

New  York,  Harper,  1951 » 

Capote  t  TruiGsn 
The  grass  harp. 
New  York,  Random  House ^  1951a 

Faulkner 5  William 
Requiem  for  a  nun» 
New  York;  Random  House,  1951 • 

Kennedy,  Margaret 
Lucy  Carmichael* 
New  York 5  Rihehart,  1951* 

McCullers,  Carson 

The  ballad  of  the  sad  cafe. 
Boston,  Houghton  Mifflin ,  1951 » 

Morgan,  Charles 
A  breeze  of  morning. 
New  York,  Macmillanj  1951 o 

Seeley,  Mabel 

The  stranger  beside  me. 

Garden  City,  N,Y,,  Doubleday,  195l» 

Sharp,  Margery 
Lise  Lillywhite. 
Boston,  Little,  Brown,  195l» 

Shaw,  Irwin 

The  troubled  air. 

New  York,  Random  House,  1951 « 

Sneider,  Vera  J^, 

The  teahouse  of  the  August  Moon. 
New  York,  Putnam,  1951. 

Stone,  Irving 

The  President's  lady. 

Garden  City,  N.Y.,  Doubleday,  195l» 

Wellman,  Paul  I, 
The  iron  mistress. 
Garden  City,  N.Y.,  Doubleday,  1951. 

White,  Nelia 

Woman  at  the  window. 

New  York,  Viking  Press,  1951 


Non-Fiction 

American  Library  Association*    Board  on 
Personnel  Adminlstration«>    Position  classi- 
f ication  and  salary  administration  in 
libraries*  Chicago,  195l» 

American  Library  Association.  Committee 
on  Annuities,  Pensions,  and  Life  Insurance, 
Retirement  for  librarians «    Chicago,  1951« 

The  American  library  directoryo 
New  York,  R.R.  Bowker  Co.,  1951 « 

American  Library  Association.  Division  of 
Pviblic  Libraries o  Prospecting  for  library 
patronsl    tJl??eland,  1950« 

Borome,  Joseph  A. 

Charles  Coffin  Jewett* 
Chicago,  ALA,  195l« 

Caldwell,  Erskine 
Call  it  experience® 

New  York,.  Duell,  Sloan  and  Pearce,  19516 

Corey,  Marian 

McCall's  complete  book  of  dressmaking. 
New  York,  Greystone  Press «  195l?» 

Costa in,  Thomas  B« 

The  magnificent  century  e. 

Garden  City,  N-oYa,  Doubleday,  195l» 

Cuppy,  William  Jo 

How  to  get  from  January  to  Deoember, 
New  York,  Holt^  195lo 

Derounian,  A3rthap 
Cairo  to  Damas  CUS  fj 
New  Yoric,  Knopf,  1951^ 

Diederich,  Paul  Bo 
The  workshopc 

New  York,  Hinds,  Hayden  &  Eldredge,  19h$9 

Drury,  Gertrude  M,  ed. 

The  library  and  its  organization. 
New  York^  H,W.  Wilson,  Co.,  192U 

Duncan J  Davis  D, 
This  is  war; 
New  Yorkp  Harper,  1951 # 

Galbraith,  Ruth 

Course  for  the  storyteller,  an  outline o 
New  Ycrk^  He       Wilson,  Coo,  19U3* 


"Ik- 


Godley^  John 

The  master  forger:    The  story  of  Hans 

van  Meegeren© 
New  York,  We>  Funk,  195l« 

Mass,  Hans 

Diving  to  adventure o 

Garden  City,  N,Yo,  Doubleday,  195lo 

Kirs chf eld,  Albert 

Show  business  is  no  business* 
New  York,  Simon  &  Schuster,  195l« 

Irwin,  Raymond,  ed« 
The  libraries  of  London© 
London,  Library  Association,  19^9-9 

Lehmann-Haupt,  Hellmut 

The  book  in  America »  2d  8d« 
New  York,  R.R, .  Bowker^^  195l« 

Lipman,  Jean 
American  folk  decoration* 
New  York,  Oxford  University  Press,  19^1< 

Martin,  Laura  K, 


Magazines  for  school  libraries*,    Rev*  ed^    Tne  librarians'  conference  of  1853« 


New  York,  H,W.  Wilson  Coo,  1950. 

Munn,  i^alph 

A  librarian's  reaffirmation  of  faith* 
Boston,  19^1c 

Munson,  Amelia  H« 
An  ample  field* 
Chicago,  ALA 5  19^0, 

Naude,  Gabriel 

Advice  on  establishing  a  library. 
Berkeley,  University  of  California  Press j 
1950. 

Ogg,  Elizabeth 

Decorating  the  small  apartment* 
New  York,  Woman's  Press,  19ii9« 

Pastene,  Jerome 

Three-quarter  timee 
New  York,  Abe  lard  Press,.  1951  • 

Pinney,  Peter 
Dust  on  rry  shoes  o 

Indianapolis,  Bobba-Merrill,  1951. 

Quinn,  Arthur  H. 

The  literature  of  the  Anerican  people c 
New  Yoric,  Appleton-Century-Crofts,  195l< 


Rodman,  Seldon 

Portrait  of  the  artist  as  an  American* 

New  Yorkp  Harper,  1951 « 

Sheean,  Vincent 

The  indigo  bunting o 
New  York,  Harper,  1951 » 

Sorenson,  Roy 

The  art  of  board  membership^ 

New  York,  Association  Press ^  195l» 

Special  Libraries  Association 

Directory  of  members  as  of  March  10,  195l» 
New  York,  195lo 

Special  Libraries  Association©  Science- 
Technology  Divigionc 

Technical  libraries* 

New  York,  1951. 

Truebloodp  David 
The  life  we  prize. 
New  York,  Harper,  195l« 

Utley^  George  B, 


Chicago^  ALA-,  195l« 

Van  Doren,  Mark 
Enjoying  poetry* 

New  York,  Sloane  Associates,  195l«» 

TVilliams,  William  C. 
Autiobiography© 
New  York,  Random  House,  195l» 

The  Wise  Fishermen's  encyclopedia« 
New  York,  W.H.,  Wise,  195l» 

RE^MBER  THE  DATE  I 
February  21,  1952 
MoL»A..  M3.d«A|yinter  Meeting 
Sheraton  Plaza  Hotel 
Morning  Session 


Registration 

Panel  Discussions 
Sectional  Meetings 

Luncheon  Meeting 
Speakers    Eliot  Norton 


DEPARTMENT  NOTES 


Information  Office 


B.P>L.  ON  TV 
On  Monday,  February  J4>  at  1:00  p»m,,  Misi^ 
Edith  Fisher,  of  Cambridge,  appeared  on 
WBZ-TV  vrith  Polly  Huse  on  her  "Domestic 
Diary"  to  show  some  of  the  valentines  from 
her  collection  which  are  on  exhibit  in  the 
Main  Lobby  and  in  the  Pubis  de  Chavannes 
Gallery  fluring  the  month  of  February • 

Mr  Truman  Nelson,  author  of  the  forth" 
coming  novel  The  Sin  of  the  Prophet,  and 
featured  speaker  at  the  South  End  Branch 
Library's  Open  House  on  February  13,  the 
publication  day  of  his  new  book,  was  a 
guest  of  Polly  Huse  on  "Domestic  Diary" ^ 
WBZ-TV,  Monday^  February  11,  at  IsOO  p*m# 

Plans  are  under  way  for  the  guest  appearf 
anoe  of  Itrs  Hazel  Davis  of  Hoslindale  on 
WNAC-TV  for  an  interview  with  Bill  Hahn, 
Tuesday,  February  26,  at  12:ii5  p^m*  Mrs 
Davis,  an  authority  on  gourd  craft,  has 
lent  her  collection  of  gourds  for  exhibit 
in  the  Young  People's  Room  during  Februarys 

B»P.L.  IN  THE  NEWS 
The  Boston^Sunday  ^ost  for  February  3 
carried  a  feature  story  about  the  Director j 
Milton  S,  Lord,  and  his  contributions  to 
the  fields  of  library  administration  and 
service  to  the  public. 

The  Magazine  section  of  the  same  paper 
featured  a  story  about  Miss  Edith  Guerrier 
and  the  "Saturday  Evening  Girls" e 

The  Boston  Sunday  Post  Magazine  will 
soon  tell  the  story  of  Robert  F,  Dixon^ 
Chief  of  the  Shipping  Department,  Drtio  is 
our  oldest  employee  in  length  of  service* 
Congratulations,  Bob,  one  would  never 
guess  you  had  been  here  for  ^0  years i 


The  Catholic  Book  Week  Supplement,  of  The 
Pilot,  February  l5"^  will  feature  a  picture 


of  the  Open  Shelf  Department,  Lower  Level, 
on  the  cover* 

B.P>L.  ON  RADIO 
Since  the  opening  of  the  recordings  sec- 
tion of  the  Audio-Visual  Center,  Larry 
Homer  of  "Club  Midnight",  V/EEI,  11:U5  p^m-j, 
Tuesdays  throu^  Saturdays,  has  presented 
a  recording  from  the  collection  of  the 
Library  and  has  introduced  it  in  such  a 
way  that  it  has  brou^t  many  new  borrowers 
to  the  Library. 

Have  you  a  "pet"  service  or  collection  in 
the  Library  whose  story  has  not  yet  been 
told*    If  so,  the  Information  Office  will 
welcome  your  suggestion* 

Some  members  of  the  staff  have  come  to 
the  Information  Office  to  read  clippings 
they  had  missed*  The  clipping  books  are 
always  available  and  the  staff  is  always 
welcome* 


Open  Shelf  Depairbment 


The  Christian  Science  _Moni"tqr  has  taken 
pictures  of  "behind  tjie  scenes"  activities 
in  the  building  program  of  the  Libra ly© 
It  is  expected  to  appear  within  the  week 
of  Febmiary  11* 

The  February  9  issue  of  The  Pilot  pub- 
lished an  article  on  the  Bible  collection 
of  the  Boston  Public  Library. 

Future  articles  which  have  been  planned 
for  The  Pilot  include  a  feature  article 
on  the  Print  Department  and  the  use  of  a 
religious  print  from  the  Wiggin  Print 
Collection  each  week  during  Lenic 


A  luncheon  was  given  on  Wednesday,  Feb- 
ruary 7 J  at  the  Town  Room  of  the  Sheraton 
Plaza  for  Mrs  John  M»  Reddy^  by  present 
and  former  members  of  the  staff©  Mrs 
Reddy  was  presented  with  a  baby  blanket* 


Print  Department 


A  shower  was  given  for  Muriel  Flgenbaum 
by  the  staff  of  the  Print  Department  on 
Tuesday  evening,  January  29>  at  the  home 
of  llirs  Rogers  of  the  Fine  Arts  Department© 
After  the  bride-to-be  opened  her  many  gifts 
amid  "Oh'S  and  Ah*s"  of  her  library  friends, 
refreshments  of  ice-cream,  cakes  and  coffee 
were  served* 


Science  and  Technoloffl-  Department 


On  January  19th  the  members  of  the 
Science  and  Technology  Department  enjoyed 
a  wonderful  meal  at  Hobomock  Inn,  Pembroke 
Center*    Seventeen  people  were  present  and 
a  marvelous  time  was  had  by  all* 
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Young  People Room 

Gourds,  gourds,  gourds  J    Little  ones, 
odd-shaped  ones  and  a  very  lar;-^e  one  are 


on  display.    Stories  from  the  Old  Testameni-the  artists  of  past  years  have  promised 


Room  through  April 

At  eight  o'clock  In  the  Lecture  Hall, 
East  Boston  musicians  and  dancers  will  be 
featured  in  a  varied  program*    Several  of 


manship. 


BRANCH  NOTES 


Conpolly 


During  Be  Kind  to  Books  Week  which 
occurred  during  January  an  essay  contest 
in  the  schools  emphasized  good  care  of  li- 
brary books*    The  Children's  Librarian 
presented  books  for  prizes  and  had  pic>* 
tures  taken  of  the  winners*    Many  amusing 
remarks  worth  repeating  appeared  in  the 
essays.    One  young  philosopher  offered 
this  gem  of  wisdom,  "Be  good  to  your  books 
ifhen  you ^ re  young  and  they'll  be  good  to 
you  when  you're  old".    Another  voiced  this 
horrible  thought,  "How  would  you  like  to 
see  a  library  cluttered  up  with  books?" 
A  literary  light  of  the  future  personified 
"Gulliver Travels"  and  "Ivanhoe"  and  had 
the  two  books  tell  their  tales  of  woe  at 
the  hands  of  careless  borrowers.    All  wereil95l» 
delightful  reading  and  amused  the  staff 
for  daysc 


their  talents  most  generously  and  new  art- 
ists will  also  be  featured.    After  the 
formal  program,  guests  are  invited  to  meet 
the  artists  and  library  staff  over  punch 
and  cookies  served  in  the  Children's  Roora» 
All  library  friends  are  cordially  invited 
to  this  CtOTnunity  Night» 


and  the  Ten  Commandments  are  depicted  in 
small  sections  on  a  large  background,  with 
ancient  designs  forming  section  borders. 
Included  in  the  display  itsejf  are  gourds 
In  the  shapes  of  boxes,  urns,  and  vases 
with  copies  of  age-old  desigiis  traced  on 
their  surfaces.    Many  charac^ars,  such  as 
Papa  Bear^  Ifama  Bear  and  Goldilocks,  are 
depicted  in  dolls  and  puppets  vdth  gourd 
heads • 

Much  research  and  careful  study  have 
gone  into  the  making  of  these  objects.  The 
staff  is  indebted  to  }frs  Hazel  Davis  of  Miss  Mildred  Kaufman,  Children's  Librar- 

Roslindale  for  this  exhibit  of  fine  crafts--ian,  has  regaled  the  staff  with  tales  of 


Mattapan 


the  Third  UNESCO  Conference  held  at  Hunter 
College  in  New  York  City  to  which  she  was 
a  delegate*    Apparently  the  seriousness  of 
the  conference  did  not  detract  from  an  . 
active  social  curriculum  which  included  a 
'very  gala'  (her  words)  reception  given  the 
delegates  by  the  Nelson  Rockerfellers  in 
the  Rainbow  Room  at  Rockerfeller  Center* 
Now,  having  done  with  UNESCO,  Miss  Kaufman 
has  been  appointed  a  member  of  the  Planning 
Committee  for  the  forthcoming  Founders'  Day 
Institute  at  Boston  University*    The  theme 
will  be  human  relations  and  Miss  Kaufman 
will  be  working  with  Prof «  George  E,,  Dene- 
mark,  a  member  of  the  Department  of  Human 
Relations* 


The  departure  of  Miss  Lois  Goddard  for 
Adams  Street  Branch  Library  was  marked  by 
a  farewell  party  given  in  her  honor* 

A  new  mascot  has  been  acquired  in  the 
person  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Irving  Goodman's  new 
son^  David  Michael,  bom  on  December  23, 


East  Boston 


The  third  Adult  Art  Exhibit  will  open  on 
Monday,  March  10,  at  the  seventh  Open  House iMarlene  Levine,  a  former  extra  assistants, 


Miss  Theodora  B*  Scoff,  Branch  Librarian, 
is  recovering  from  her  illness  and  is  most 
appreciative  of  all  the  cards  and  letters 
sent  to  her  by  her  library  friends. 

On  display  during  January  were  several 
textiles,  etchings,  and  posters  created  by 


With  the  many  artists  of  the  neighborhood 
it  is  expected  that  the  show  this  year  will 
surpass  the  previous  exhibits  in  scope  and 
artistic  merit.    The  paintings,  sculptures^; tJpper  Falls 
pencil  sketches,  charcoals  and  other  types 
of  art  will  be  on  display  in  the  Adult 


Marlene  is  now  a  senior  at  Massachusetts 
School  of  Art  and  is  an  employee  of  the 
Sherman  Paper  Products  Corporation  in  Newton 
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Something  new  in  library-life  coinci- 
dences*   Instead  of  two  trees  planted  in 


artist,  arranges  outstanding  exhibitions 
with  his  own  works  and  those  of  other 
Brooklyn,  Miss  Mildred  Kaufman^  Children's j artists*    This  year  we  were  privileged  to 
Librarian,  as  well  as  Miss  Phyllis  Freemanj display  many  of  his  beautifiA  oil  paintings, 

including  local  street  scenes,  portraits, 
jand  religious  subjects©    His  special  collec- 
tion of  religious  plaques  done  on  copper 
and  silver  lend  a  dignified  atmosphere  to 
the  exhibition  case.    The  Harriet  Tubman 
House  also  loaned  us  some  ceramic  pieces 


Assistant  in  the  High  School  Room,  have 
gone  across  the  sea  by  proxy  to  plant 
theirs  in  Israel,    The  similarity  of  cir- 
cumstance which  gave  rise  to  these  trees 
bears  some  mention #    Miss  Kaufman  spoke  at 
a  Chan^i^ah  meeting  of  the  Metropolitan 
Chapter  of  Pioneer  Women,  a  group  of  young 
mothers  supporting  working  mothers  in 
Israel,    In  token  of  their  appreciation 


for  her  talk  about  Recent  Books  of  Interesthistory  of  their  organization*    We  take 


and  shell  jewelry,  paintings  done  by  the 
Nursery  School  children,  photographs  of 
teen-agers'  activities,  and  an  informal 


to  Jewish  Children,  Miss  Kaufman  vrais  given 
a  certificate  stating  that  a  tree  had  been 
planted  in  her  honor  in  Israel,  Miss 
Phyllis  Freeman  several  days  later  re- 
ceived the  same  remembrance  for  a  talk 
which  she  gave  at  a  Chanukah  meeting  at 
Congregation  Kehillath  Jacob#    She  gave  a 
book  review  of  Room  for  a  Son,  a  recent 
novel.    We  wonder  if  they  are  nei^bors 
over  in  I«t&3ll2 

One  begins  to  notice  that  a  democratic 
spirit  prevails  at  Mattapan.    Within  the 
same  week  that  Miss  Kaufman  received  her 
tree  certificate  she  was  given  a-  small, 
silver  St.  Christopher's  medal  for  her  car 
by  a  sister  of  St.  Joseph,  vhom  she  had 
supplied  with  book  jackets*    (Miss  Kavifman 
is  a  new  driver*)    The  n^on  accompanied  her 
gift  with  the  admonition  that  "St.  Chris- 
topher refuses  to  work  at  more  than  thirty- 
five  miles  an  hour." 

A  very  perplexed  Protestant  Chaplain  at 
the  State  Hospital,  Mattapan,  entered  our 
portals  one  Friday  morn  to  obtain  help  in 
preparing  a  Chaaukah-Xmas  celebration  for 
the  patients^    Knowing  he  had  a  sensitive 
audience,  he  felt  it  imperative  to  get  the 
ceremonial  lighting  of  the  candles  on  the 
Menorah  down  pat*    Miss  Kaufman's  reassur- 
ance and  instruction  especially  on  the 
actual  kindling  of  the  candles  was  a  great 
boon  to  our  chaplain,  whose  most  fretful 
question  was,  "Do  you  start  from  ri^t  or 
left?" 


activities.  Mr  Allan  Rohan  Crite,  a  resi- 
dent of  the  neighborhood,  and  a  well-known 


great  pride  in  these  loan  collections  from 
our  nel^borhood,  as  it  gives  our  visitors 
an  opportunity  to  see  some  of  the  worth- 
while things  that  are  being  done  by  ouy 
friends • 

Of  course,  the  special  story  hour  by  Mr 
and  Mrs  Cronan  featured  stories  that  were 
enjoyed  by  our  guest  artist,  Mr  Crite,  when 
he  was  an  enthusiastic  member  of  their  ^* 
story  hour  audience  and  had  presented  Mrs 
Cronan  vrlth  his  own  interpretation  of  the 
stories  in  water  color^    These  juvenile 
drawings  give  a  very  personal  message  to 
the  story  telling  group  and  encourage  the 
children  to  follow  his  illustrious  career. 

The  central  feature  of  the  observance  was 
the  Open  House  Ni^t  on  Wednesdays  Feb- 
ruary 13,  when  a  new  author,  Mr  Truman 
Nelson,  told  us  about  his  recent  novel, 
The  Sin  of  the  Prophet,  a  story  of  a  refu~ 


gee  slave  and  his  experiences  in  Abolition- 
ist Boston.    Miss  Marion  C»  Kingman,  the 
Branch  Librarian,  introduced  Ifr  Nelson  as 
a  man        was  not  afraid  to  say  that  "he 
was  a  graduate  of  the  Public  Library"  and 
proudly  published  it  on  the  book  jacket  as 
a  part  of  his  life  story.    We  librarians 
are  always  pleased  to  find  that  the  insti- 
tution of  which  we  are  a  part,  is  given  its 
just  due.    The  Master  of  Ceremonies  was 
Mr  Maurice  L.  Smith,  #10  conducted  the 
question  period  with  dignity  and  poise© 

Other  activities  included  the  publication 
of  a  reading  list  of  important  books  by  or 
about  Negros,  and  its  distribution  at 
special  meetings  of  the  Aristo  Club  and  at 
the  Robert  Gould  Shaw  House©    At  the  latter 
Miss  Kingman  gave  brief  reviews  of  the 
South  End  books,  and  placed  them  on  display  for  the 

audience  to  enjoy.    These  programs  carry  on 
Every  year  we  celebrate  Negro  History       a  custoA  that  has  been  observed  in  this 
Week  with  appropriate  exhibitions  and  other  branch  over  a  long  period  of  years,  and  are 


one  of  the  many  cooperative  efforts  with 
particular  neighborhood  groups  in  our 
library  system^  M.C.K* 
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Washlngton  Village 


The  Staff  had  long  wondered  what  could 
be  don6  -  simply,  effectively,  rapidly  - 
to  make  a  Branch  Library  possessing  none 
of  the  modem  touches  of  design  or  equip- 
ment truly  cheerful,  warm,  and  inviting* 
Observing  how  vividly  Christmas  cards, 
posters  and  exhibits  glamorized  the  rooms, 
we  became  inspired  to  keep  the  atmosphere 
gay  and  festive  all  the  year  around  by  two 
main  efforts:    an  abundance  of  plants  and 
profusion  of  color  via  poster  material. 

Because  of  a  superlatively  cooperative 
staff,  we  have  launched  an  active  program 
in  rejuvenating  the  Branch*    Each  member 
has  already  brou^t  in  at  least  one  good- 
siied  plant  and  now  we  have  a  flourishing 
beginning  collection  of  grape  ivy,  philo- 
dendron,  sansevieria,  coleus,  small  palms 
and  our  prized  colorful  begonias*    We  have 
also  started  a  collection  of  African  tie- 
lets,  for  which  we  have  great  expectations 
Since  spring  can  not  be  far  away,  we  hope 
to  enjoy  the  bounty  of  early  spring  gar- 
dens vAiich  some  of  our  staff,  a'  la  Candide, 
cultivate*    Flowers,  flowers  everyv^diere  is 
our  aiml 

Emboldened  by  the  success  and  decorative 
effect  of  our  recent  Children's  Poster 
Contest,  we  are  sponsoring  a  similar  one 
for  adults,  hoping  that  their  art  work 
will  add  the  same  attractiveness  and  bloom 
to  the  Branch »    Again,  due  to  the  positive 
interest  of  the  staff,  each  member  has 
blithely  imposed  upon  herself  the  task  of 
producing  a  tasteful  poster  once  a  month, 
thus  ensuring  a  constant,  new,  individual 
supply  of  bright,  clean  posters.    At  pres- 
ent, our  predominant  color  scheme  is  card- 
inal red  and  royal  purple  -  vibrant, 
heart-warming  colors  befitting  the  season 
and  its  prevailing  mood  and  spirit*  Color^ 
color,  color  is  our  v/atchwordi 

Perhaps  we  have  not  quite  accomplished 
all  we  had  hoped  to  do  but  we  feel  that 
we  have  done  all  that  is  now  possible  in 
achieving  a  paihless  face-lifting  and 
creating  a  glowing,  delightful  environment 
for  our  library  users,  thanks  to  beyond- 
the-call-of-duty  staff  enthusiasm  and 
cooperationj 


for  information  and  material  in  connection 
with  the  Fourth  Annual  Scholarship  Award 
Contest  conducted  by  the  Jfessachusetts 
Federation  of  Labor  Committee  on  Education. 
Since  our  Labor  exhibit  in  January  had  been 
built  up  with  the  help  of  that  organization, 
it  was  reiifarding  to  both  parties* 

Negro  History  Week,  which  is  designated 
appropriately  to  coincide  with  Abraham 
Lincoln* s  birthday  is  being  celebrated  by 
a  special  display  of  pictures  and  books 

•a- 

Mrs  Lydia  Roberts  of  the  special  Poetry 
Library  at  Harvard  University  gave  an  intro- 
ductory talk  on  William  Butler  Yeats  at  the 
monthly  meeting  of  the  West  End  Poetry 
Group,  Tuesday  evening,  February  12  at  723©* 

A  special  series  of  book  talks  for  a 
group  of  student  nurses  from  the  Jfeissachu- 
setts  General  Hospital  will  be  inaugurated 
on  Thursday  evening,  February  lk$  in  the 
Lecture  Hall*    Miss  Nura  Globus  and  Miss 
Helen  E*  Colgan  will  conduct  the  program 
of  six  meetings  for  fifteen  student  nurses 
and  their  faculty  advisor* 

Alec  Waugh's  Hot  Countries  is  the  novel 
to  be  discussed  at  the  regular  meeting  of 
the  West  End  Fiction  Group  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing, February  19,  at  7O0  » 


Editor's  Note: 


West  End 

Evidence  that  our  exhibits  do  get  across 
te  our  library  patrons  was  found  in  the 
requests  of  several  hi^  school  seniors 


The  following  communications  were  received 
from  the  Director: 

To  the  Editor: 

In  a  communication  to  the 
Soap  Box  in  the  January  issue  there  is 
cited  an  omission  on  the  occasion  of  the 
opening  ceremonies  for  the  Open  Shelf  De» 
partment  on  the  afternoon  of  January  2nd, 
namely,  the  failure  to  offer  refreshments* 

The  communication  states  that  "if  the 
Library  as  an  institution  did  not  feel  jus- 
tified in  spending  money  on  such  super- 
fluous trimmings  as  food,  I  am  certain  that 
the  Branch  Librarians  would  have  been  glad 
to  provide  punch  and  cookies  as  they  so 
generously  did  for  the  Tyler  Street  reopen- 
ing and  in  a  lesser  degree  for  the  Adams 
Street  opening." 

In  this  connection  the  following  comments 
are  offered.  First,  the  Library  itself  has 
no  funds  for  such  a  purpose*   Actually  it 
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is  prohibited  from  spending  city  funds  in 
such  a  direction.    Second,  it  has  not  been 
in  general  considered  desirable  as  policy 
to  offer  refreshments  for  public  gather* 
ings  in  the  Central  Library  -where  a  large 
and  heterogeneous  attendance  incidental  to 
a  metropolitan  situation  must  perforce  be 
expected*    This  is  in  contrast  with  gather 
ings  in  the  branch  libraries  which,  par- 
taking more  of  the  nature  of  community 
events  and  attended  for  the  most  part  by 
more  homogeneous  groups,  lend  themselves 
more  easily  to  the  offering  of  refresh- 
ments c 

We  are  all  deeply  gratefxil  for  what  has 
been  and  is  done  by  interested  individuals 
on  appropriate  occasions.    The  Branch  Li- 
brarians are  particularly  to  be  commended 
for  what  they  have  so  generously  done  and 
do*    Everyone  is  most  grateful  to  them»  I 
should  like  to  suggest  that  the  Trustees 
of  the  Library  are  to  be  commended  as  well 
for  what  they  too  do  likewise  from  time  to 
time  most  generously  by  way  of  personal 
cash  contributions  as  individuals  to  li- 
brary activities, 

lours  sincerely, 
(SIGNED) MILTON  E.  LORD 
Director 

Ih  February  19^2 

To  the  Editor: 

May  the  Director  of  the  Library  have  the 
privilege  of  your  columns  to  say  that  he 
regrets  that  he  omitted  mentioning  specif- 
ically by  way  of  grateful  recognition  the 
names  of  Mrs  Grace  B,  Loughlin  and  Mrs 
Muriel  C,  Javelin,  in  connection  with  the 
opening  ceremonies  of  the  new  quarters  for 
the  Open  Shelf  Department  and  the  new 
Audio- Visual  Center  on  January  2nd,  as  the 
representatives  of  those  members  of  the 
library  staff  who  had  contributed  so  fully 
and  so  effectively  to  bringing  into  being 
these  significant  new  developments  in  the 
Library? 

His  omission  to  do  so  was  not  by  intent 
or  by  policy.    His  policy  is  to  make  men- 
tion of  the  titular  representatives  of  the 
library  staff  on  such  occasions.  The 
Omission  was  an  oversight  and  is  sincerely 
regretted. 

Lest  he  be  thought  to  have  been  insensi- 
ble to  the  efforts  of  so  many  members  of 
the  library  staff  he  would  like  here  to 


mention  two  facts.    Immediately  after  the 
end  of  the  csreraonies  on  the  afternoon  of 
of  January  2nd  he  personally  requested  a 
list  of  all  of  the  various  groups  of  workers 
and  all  of  the  individuals  apart  from 
groups  who  had  had  a  part  in  the  new  devel- 
opments, in  order  that  he  might  write  indi- 
.vidual  and  personal  letters  of  thanks  to 
them  in  accordance  with  what  he  tries  to 
make  his  practice  in  such  instances p  He 
did  write  subsequently  some  twenty  personal 
letters  to  such  groups  and  to  such  individ~ 
ualss 

The  Director  is  sincerely  appreciative  of 
the  outstanding  cooperation  demonstrated  by 
members  of  the  staff  in  these  new  develop- 
ments of  the  Library  and  he  hopes  that  this 
present  letter  will  be  given  publication  in 
The  Question  Mark, 


Yours  sincerely, 
(SIGNED)MILTON  E,  LORD 
Director 


Ih  February  19^2 


SOAP  BOX 


Any  contribution  to  the  Soap  Box  must  be 
accompanied  by  the  full  name  of  the  Asso- 
ciation member  submitting  it,  together 
with  the  name  of  the  Branch  Library,  De- 
partment, or  Office  in  which  he  or  she  is 
employed.    The  name  is  withheld  from  pub- 
lication^ or  a  pen  name  used,  if  the  con- 
tributor so  requests.    Anonymous  contribut- 
tions  are  not  given  consideration,,  The 
author  of  the  article  is  known  only  to  the 
contributor  and  to  the  Editor-in-Chief, 
The  contents  of  articles  appearing  in  the 
Soap  Box  are  personal  opinions  expressed 
by  individual  Association  members  and 
their  appearance  does  not  necessarily  in- 
dicate that  the  Publications  Committee  and 
the  Association  are  in  agreement  with  the 
views  expressed,  


To  the  Soap  Box: 

In  a  letter  from  "A  Reference  Assistant" 
in  the  January  Soap  Box  appeared  the  state- 
ment -  "There  are  rumors  that  there  is  no 
complete  listing  for  the  holdings  of  the 
Audio-Visual  Center,"    Alasl  this  is  no 


rumorj  but  a  statement  of  fact.    The  truth 
of  the  matter  is  simply  this.    All  78  re- 
cordings are  cataloged,  as  are  many  of  the 
long  playing  recordings.    However,  on  the 
opening  days  of  the  Recording  Section  the 
demand  far  exceeded  the  supply.    We  were 
in  a  quandry.    Should  we  allow  members  of 
the  public  to  go  away  empty-handed  when  we 
had  recordings  waiting  to  be  cataloged? 
Perhaps  we  were  wrong,  but  we  decided  the 
public  would  prefer  the  recordings  without 
the  cataloging.    And  so  we  rushed  every 
available  record  onto  the  shelves a  Now 
the  recordings  are  being  cataloged  rapidly 
and  before  too  long  we  will  have  a  correct, 
complete  listing  of  all  our  holdings, 

Muriel  C,  Javelin 


Dear  Editor: 

We  don't  wish  to  appear  unduly  legalis- 
tic in  our  thinking,  since  that  sort  of 
thing  can  easily  be  overdone.    However,  in 
re  the  case  of  the  young  girls  at  the  Open 
Shelf  Department  charging  machines  who 
must  perforce  stand  at  their  work,  has  the 
Administration  ever  read  Chapter  lh9 y 
section  103,  of  the  General  Laws  of  Massa- 
chusetts? 


Lear  Editor: 

In  regard  to  the  recent  tumult  and 
shouting  respecting  the  payment  of  sala« 
ries  by  check,  it  would  seem  that  the 
strong  adverse  feeling  displayed  vocally 
by  many  members  of  the  staff  was  engen- 
dered not  so  much  by  the  change  in  the 
mode  of  payment,  but  by  the  seeming  cal- 
lous and  indifferent  attitude  on  the  part 
of  the  Trustees  in  putting  this  change 
into  effect. 

We  think  that  had  the  change  been  an- 
nounced in  advance,  and  had  people  been 
given  the  opportunity  to  ad;just  themselves 
more  gradually  to  it,  a  great  deal  of  the 
criticism  levelled  at  the  Administration 
would  have  been  obviated. 

It  is  time  that  the  Administration 
realized  that  vrtien  dealing  with  matters 
so  vitally  concerning  the  v/elfare  of  the 
staff,  finesse  is  in  order.    May  we  sug- 
gest that  in  the  future  the  Administration 
would  further  its  own  aims  by  consulting 


the  several  staff  organisations  before 
mking  radical  changes  in  policy? 


Dear  Editor: 

We  understand  that  a  recent  state  law 
was  passed  requiring  motorists  to  indicate 
by  appropiiate  signals  a  sudden  change  in 
direction®    Might  the  fellow  travellers  on 
this  bus,  the  BoP.Lej  ask  the  driver  to  put 
out  his  hand  once  in  a  while  when  making 
sharp  shifts  in  policy?    How  about  more 
formulation  of  policy  at  the  grass  roots 
instead  of  the  brass  roots? 


Dear  Editor: 

We  personally  don't  care  one  way  or  the 
other  about  being  paid  by  check o  However^ 
we  do  object  to  having  this  method  of  pay- 
ment thrust  upon  us  in  direct  opposition 
to  the  staff's  wishes  as  expressed  in  a 
staff -wide  poll©    If  the  Administration  did 
not  wish  to  be  guided  by  the  results  of  the 
poll,  it  had  ample  opportunity  to  speak  out 
during  the  past  two  years*    The  suddem  im- 
position of  a  method  of  payment  diametri- 
cally opposed  to  the  vote  of  the  majority 
of  the  staff  is  not  only  high-handed^  but 
downright  discourteous.    Surprise  may  con- 
stitute a  diplomatic  advantage  in  dealing 
with  an  enemy,  but  in  dealing  with  members 
of  one,  big,  happy  family  it  is  liable  to 
bring  about  a  sharp  decline  in  the  state 
of  the  affections  of  the  little  siblings^. 

It  is  high  time  the  Administration  re- 
examined its  personnel  policies  with  a 
view  towards  establishing  greater  rapport 
with  the  staff® 


Dear  Editor: 

We  could  not  help  but  notice  several 
errors  in  a  recent  newspaper  interview 
accorded  by  the  Director,    We  are  magnani- 
mous enough  to  overlook  reference  to  a 
liberal  personnel  policy,  since  that  is  a 
matter  of  opinion,  and  we  readily  admit 
the  existence  of  an  overworked  staff  hospi- 
tal,, since  no  other  staff  in  the  country 
has  greater  need  for  one.    We  must  point 
out  the  obvious  error  as  to  there  being 
three  staff  meetings  a  year.    Such  is  no 
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longer  the  case* 

We  would  also  question  the  basis  of  coi»- 
parison  in  comparing  salaries  in  the  li- 
brary with  that  of  other  groups  on  the 
city  payroll e    Compared  to  the  day-laborer 
in  the  Public  Works  Department,  the  profes- 
sional librarian  is  doing  well,  but  com- 
pared to  the  teachers,  the  only  truly  com- 
parable group,  we  are  woefully  underpaid. 
We  would  welcome  elucidation  from  the  Di- 
rector on  these  points© 


To  the  Soap  Box  Editor: 

After  it  was  announced  that  Library  enh- 
ployees  would  be  paid  by  check,  an  article 
appeared  in  a  metropolitan  Boston  daily 
newspaper  quoting  a  "representative  of  the 
Library'%    It  was  believed  by  some  staff 
members  that  the  reference  was  to  a  member 
of  the  staff  of  the  Information  Officeo 
Since  the  statement  was  not  an  official 
one  it  did  not  come  from  that  Office, 

It  might  be  well  to  remember  that  a 
"representative  of  the  Library"  refers  to 
each  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Library 
since  each  en5)loyee  represents  the  organi- 
zation by  which  he  is  employed*    Thus  each 
member  is  an  instrument  of  public  rela- 
tions* 


REQUIEM  FC^  THE  RESEB.VE  LIS'.^ 

We  see  in  this  system  no  reason  or  rhymfe 
For  twenty-one  days  is  a  mighty  long  time© 
The  folks  who  are  waiting  were  once  in 
•    their  prime 

Yes^i  twenty-one  days  is  a  mighty  long  timeo 

They  send  their  requests  here  for  books 

that  are  new 
But  little  they  know  just  how  long  till 

they're  due 
They  wait  and  they  wonder then  contemplate 

crime 

For  twenty-one  days  is  a  mighty  long  time. 

Soon  now  you'll  find  women  with  shoulders 
that  droop 

And  grey-haired  old  men  sl"feting  out  on  the 
I  stoop 

[And  teary-^eyed  children  with  book-reports 

\  due 

Waiting  here  since  the  days  indien  the  old 
books  were  new* 

'Here's  hoping  the  sponsors  of  this 
j    charging  plan 

Can  tell  us  just  how  or  just  why  it  began 
[So  we'll  know  the  reason  (or  even  the 
!  rhyme) 

I  For  twenty-one  days  -  that's  a  mighty  Img 
time* 


Helen  Go  Pappas 


LIBRARIAN'S  UMENT 
or 

WHERE  IS  MY  WANDERING  STAFF  TODAY? 

I'm  forever  making  schedules 
Schedules  that  must  be  changed 
For  when  they're  done 
It^s  ten  to  one 
They  will  be  rearranged; 
Some  one's  always  absent 
On  loan  or  off  for  the  dayj 
Sick,  in  class,  or  at  meetings 
Or  just  simply  -  away. 

Chorus t 

Oh,  the  schedule,  the  schedule 

The  all-<iS3uming,  time-consuming  schedule 

It's  finished  -  that^s  that 

Some  one's  out?    NOT  THAT! 

Oh,  drat 
That  schedule t 


To  the  Editor: 

The  following  titular  positions  became 
vacant  on  the  dates  indicated? 
Branch  Librarian: 
Washington  Village,  April  30,  19^1 
Codman  Square,  September  30,  19^1 
Uphams  Comer,  September  30,  19^1 
Connolly,  October  31,  1951 
^  July  Ig  1951 5  the  following  positions 
were  "posted'%  with  closing  date  for  making 
application  therefor  July  25?  195l«  In 
each  case,  with  one  exception,  "one  appoint- 
ment is  announced  for  filling  at  this  time*?" 
Division  of  Reference  and  Research  Services' 


Cataloging  and  Classification  Depart- 
ment, one  Cataloger  and  Classifier 
General  Reference  Department,  one 
First  Assistants 
Kirstein  Business  Branch,  one 
Reference  Assistant® 
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Dlrlsion  of  Home  Reading  and  Coiamunlty 
Senrlces 

1,  Bookmobile  II,  one  Bookmobile  Librar- 
ian "ytLII  shortly  be  appointed" » 

2#  Branch  Librarian,  two  positions  to  be 
filled, 

3»    Branch  Issue  Department ,  one  first 
Assistant. 

k»  Children's  Librarian,  one  position  to 
be  filled* 

5»    Extension  Librarian,  one  position  to 
be  filled. 

6,    Neponset  Branch  Library,  one  Assis^- 
ant-in-Charge  © 

7»  Tyler  Street  Reading  Room,  one  Assist' 
ant-in-Chargec 

8.    Open  Shelf  Department,  one  First 

Assistant  (position  became  vacant  in 
June  195Q)j  one  Reader *s  Adviser  for 
Children;  one  Reader ^s  Adviser  for 
young  people » 

No  comment*  February  15>  19^2 

I*D  LIKE  TO  SEE 

Dear  Soap  Box  Editor: 

In  the  Staff  Library,  I'd  like  to  see: 
(D    Some  kind  of  magazine  rack,  possibly 
one  similar  to  that  in  the  new  Op>en 
Shelf  Department,  for  holding  the 
magazines  -  instead  of  the  present 
unsAtisfactory  arrangement  of  rel'- 
egating  magazines  to  a  top  shelf 
where  they  are  so  hari  to  reach. 
(2)    Current  issues  of  all  the  magazines 
we  are  supposed  to  have  in  the  Staff 
Library.    Again  and  again  One  goes 
into  the  Library  on  one's  lunch  hour 
and  on  relief  to  inspect  the  latest 
issues,  without  success.  Apparently 
these  issues  are  as  free  to  circu- 
late as  the  older  ones.    This  writer 
believes  that  the  current  issues 
should  not  circulate  at  all,  but,  if 
they  must,  that  a  time  limit  (say, 
overnight)  be  placed  on  their  circu- 
lation. 

In  the  Coffee  Shop,  I'd  like  to  sees 
(l)    Some  arrangement  whereby  a  table 
could  be  set  up  to  receive  used 
dishes  which  a  re  brought  there  by 
the  individuals  who  have  used  them» 
I  don't  think  members  of  the  staff 
should  be  told  to  do  thus  and  so  in 
this  respect,  but  I  do  believe  there 


should  be  some  tacit  understanding 
among  the  staff  that  they  will  make 
this  helpful  gesture  in  consideration 
of  those  who  visit  the  Coffee  Shop 
after  them*    (You  may  say  that  clear- 
ing away  dirty  dishes  is  a  function  of 
the  Concessionaire,  and  I  agree  that 
it  is  and  that  it  should  remain  his 
responsibility*    However,  we  all  know 
how  crowded  conditions  make  it  impos«- 
sible  at  times  for  him  to  take  care  of 
these  dishes  when  people  are  waiting 
to  be  served,  etc.  Incidentally;, 
The  Chatterbox  in  the  WCA  uses  this 
system  of  having  lunchers  remove 
their  own  dishes  to  a  ocunter,  and  it 
works  beautifully « ) 
(2)    A  suggestion  box  placed  on  one  of 

the  walls  so  that  the  Staff  oould  let 
the  Concession  Committee  have  an  idea 
of  what  they  would  like  in  the  way 
of  any  possible  improvements « 

LILLIBET 

LATE  FUSH 

Engagement 

Miss  Mary  L,  Hegarty,  Rare  Book  Depart- 
ment, to  Mr  Richard  E«  Malany  of  Syracuse, 
New  York.    Ilr  Malany  is  completing  work 
for  his  doctorate  at  Harvard  University* 

gTOPI    LOOK 4    LISTEN i 

Where  will  you  be  on  the  morning  of 
Thursday,  February  21,  at  10:10  o^ clock? 
You  should  be  on  your  way  to  the  shelter 
area  assigned  to  your  department  or  office* 
Do  you  know  vrtiere  it  is? 

The  first  official  Daylight  Air  Raid 
Test  takes  place  on  February  21,  1952 ^  at 
10:10  a.m*,  weather  permitting*    If  bad 
weather  interferes,  the  test  will  be  held 
on  Saturday,  February  23. 


7he  B,'P£.I^S:s 


NEW  DAYi 


RECEPTION  TO  NEW  OFFICERS 

TITffil       NKY  PLACE  1       NEW  FEATURES  I 


New  Eay;       iuesca>,  Feb''Liary   25,  1952 

New  Time;  ■  4-5  p. P  i . 

New  Place;     Little  ll)pat»'e.  Audio A/ro'ial  Cv^niet 

New  Feature;    Buffet  SuppCr  -    Loffee  S'nOp 
TIIviE ;      6;00  p.m.  -  7:30  p»ra. 
riENU 


I  !  I 


I  r 


Toirato  juice 
Baked  ham 
Potato  salad 
Sliced  tomato 


Cold  slaw 
Roll 

Ice  Cream 
Home-made  cookies 


Tea,  coffee,  or  milk  li|.-.,v-i 
Price  80^  (all  inclusive)" "  ~r- .■  •■""*"'■"■  f  J>^- ;j ^ //'•^ 


B.P.L.  SPEAKERS 


A  - 


A{i\    Xolidn  ~h a rn.  c>z,t  'i .  Keeper  of  l^are  Tiooks 

EPISODES  FROM  MY  TRIP  ABROAD 

J^r.  j^lrthur        7-/ci ntzGi ninji .  K^.eoer  ofPrmis 

-  A  MSSION  TO  FRANCE  - 
EXCHANGE  EXHIBITION  BET.TEEN  FRANCE  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES 

NEff  FILM;    Title  to  be  announced 

RECEPTION;    9:00  p.m.  -  OPEN  SHELF  DEPARTIffiNT,  Lower  Level 

Chamber  music       Refreshments  Smoking 

COME  01^  I        COJffi  ALL  I 

PROGRAM  COIvMITTEE 

Muriel  C,  Javelin,  Chairman 
Edward  X«  Casey  Pearl  Smart 

Jfergaret  W«  Haverty  Loraine  Sullivan 

Ruth  M,  Hayes  Pauline  Winnick 


PLEASE  POST 
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■EDITOR'S  CORNER 

There's  been  a  good  deal  of  talk  lately 
about  "staff  relations",  "staff  morale", 
etc.,  especially  in  relation  to  such 
things  as  payment  by  check  and  titular  ap- 
pointments.   The  air  in  the  coffee  shop  • 
and  smoking  rooms  is  blue  with  comments. 
Indignation  is  rife.    But  it  seems  to  end 
there.    Everyone  will  tell  his  friend  what 
he  thinks,  but  he  doesn't  care  to  share 
his  opinions  —  or  perhaps  he's  just  plain 
lazy. 

The  contributions  to  the  Soap  Box  all 
have  a  similar  ring.    Could  it  be  that  the 
same  people  contribute  month  after  month? 
If  you  have  an  opinion,  why  not  express  it 
where  others  can  see  it?    The  editorial 
staff  would  be  more  than  happy  to  expand 
the  space  allotted  to  the  SoapJBox.  If 
more  people  will  espouse  the  causes  that 
give  vent  to  so  much  private  comment,  the 
administration  might  be  in  a  more  advanta- 
geous position  to  act  on  the  suggestions 
presented  in  the  Soap  Boxc 

The  Soap  Box  is  open  for  constructive 
criticism  as  well  as  adverse  comments,  and 
anonymity  is  respected.    The  Question  Mark 
is  for  all  the  Association  members.    Let 's 
all  participate. 

B.P.C. 

PERSONAL  NOTES 

New  Staff  Members 

Mr  Francis  R.  Currie,  Mt  3owdoin  Branch 
Library. 

Ifrs  Goldie  G.  Hart,  Business  Office. 
Miss  Nancy  C.  Stipurko,  Mattapan  Branch 
Library. 


Transferred 

Miss  Lois  Goddard,  from  Mattapan  Branch 
Library  to  Adams  Street  Branch  Library. 

Mrs  Lois  C.  Hughes,  from  Bookmobile  I  to 
Open  Shelf  Department. 

Miss  Iferjorie  A.  Leonard,  from  East 
Boston  Branch  Library  to  Jamaica  Plain 
Branch  Library. 

Miss  Tyyne  M.  Saari,  from  Jamaica  Plain 
Branch  Library  to  Allston  Branch  Library, 

Marriages 

Miss  Phyllis  M.  Hoffman,  Director's 
Office  to  Mr  Jeremiah  A.  Falvey,  Jr.,  on 
February  3,  1952. 

J'liss  Itary  F.  Maguire,  Information  Office, 
'to  Mr  William  D.  Scanlon  on  February  2, 
1952. 

j Military  Service 

!    Mr  Robert  F.  Ferris,  Book  Stack  Service, 
;to  enter  United  States  Air  Force. 

I  Resignations 

j  Miss  yiary  J.  Campbell,  Mattapan  Branch 
j  Library,  to  enter  the  Marist  Novitiate  in 
1  Fraraingham. 

j    Mrs  Helen  M,  Efuston,  Rare  Book  Department, 

j  to  live  in  New  York. 

Mrs  Adrienne  M,  Dyett,  Roslindale  Branch 
Library,  to  remain  at  home. 

Mrs  Phyllis  H,  Falvey,  Director's  Office, 
to  accept  a  position  elsewhere. 

I    Jfrs  Hazel  R.  Johnston,  Allston  Branch  Li- 

jbrary,  to  move  to  Texas. 

!    Mrs  Miriam  F,  Porter,  Codman  Square 

I  Branch  Library,  to  accept  a  position  else- 
where . 

Mrs  Lillian  L.  Topol,  Adams  Street  Branch 
Library,  to  remain  at  home» 
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CALENTAR  OF  E^/ENTS 


VffiDDING  AND  PARTIES 


March  20  -  Thursday,  at  10:15  a.m.j  Lec-  ' 

ture  Hall,  Round  Table  of  Children's  j 

Librarians,    Virs  Dorothy  Parker,  Consul-| 

tant  on  Community  Hental  Health  Program  '. 

for  the  J&issachusetts  Association  of  j 

Mental  Health,  will  speak  on  The  Librar-! 

ian  and  the  Child  | 
__________  •  j 

i 

May  2  -  The  Bertha  V.  Hartzell  Lecture  for! 
1952  vdll  take  place  in  the  Lecture  Hall 
at  Central  at  8:30  p.m.  The  name  of  thej 
speaker  will  be  announced  in  the  next 
issue. 

STORK  EVENTS 

Mr  J'lartin  V/aters,  Assistant-in-Charge,  | 
History  Department,  is  the  happy  father  of 
a  son,  Martin  Jerome  Waters,  born  on  March | 
2,  1952.  Says  Jfr  Waters,  "He's  just  a  | 
little  fellow  (seven  pounds)."  Formerly,  i 
Mrs  Waters  was  a  member  of  the  Cataloging  I 
and  Classification  Department,  Division  of! 
Reference  and  Research  Services.  ! 


On  Saturday,  March  8,  1952,  Mrs  Marie  F, 
(McCarthy)  Hewes  gave  birth  to  a  daughter, 
Marie  Therese.    Ivirs  Hewes  was  once  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Book  Purchasing  Department j 
while  Mr  Hewes  is  now  a  part-time  member 
of  the  Book  Preparation  Department.  Since 
her  father,  mother,  aunt,  uncle,  maternal 
grandmother  and  grandfather  have  all  been 
employed  in  the  Library  at  one  time  or 
another,  Marie  Therese  certainly  is  a 
Boston  Public  Library  baby. 


Allison  and  Joan  McDonough  have  a  new 
brother,  David  Owen,  who  arrived  on  March 
11,  1952.    David's  father,  Eamon  McDonough, 
is  the  newly-appointed  first  assistant  of 
the  General  Reference  Department  and  Presi-l- 
dent  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  Profes- 
sional Staff  Association.    Mrs  McDonough 
is  a  former  member  of  the  Reference  Divi- 
sion. 


On  T^arch  5,  1952  at  9  a.m.  in  the  Chapel 
atSt.  ilatthew's  Church,  Miss  Eileen  T, 
Wilson,  of  the  Book  Purchasing  Department, 
became  the  bride  of  Paul  Vif.  McGillicuddy, 
USMC,  formerly  of  the  Patent  Room.  The 
bride  wore  a  tvro-piece  gold  silk  shantung 
suit  v^ith  an  accordian  pleated  skirt,  and 
carried  white  camellias  on  a  prayer  book. 
The  bride's  only  attendant  vras  her  sister. 
Miss  Patricia  M,  Wilson  of  the  Book  Prepa- 
ration Department  ,  who  wore  a  tvro-piece 
copen-blue  silk  shantung  pleated  suit  and 
carried  pink  camellias  on  a  prayer  book. 
The  couple  were  married  by  Reverend  William 
O'Connor,  uncle  of  the  groom. 


■5f 


On  Friday,  February  29,  the  staff  of  the 
Office  of  the  Division  of  Home  Reading  and 
Community  Services  gave  a  tea  in  honor  of 
Mr  Orlando  C,  Davis  upon  the  occasion  of 
his  retirement  as  Chief  Librarian  of  the 
Division.    The  tea  table  in  the  lounge  was 
gay  with  spring  flov/ers,  making  an  attrac- 
tive setting  in  which  Mr  and  Ifrs  Davis 
greeted  members  of  the  staff,  past  as  well 
as  present.    Among  former  members  v;ho  gath- 
ered to  honor  I'lr  Davis  were  Mrs  Edith  Ho 
Bailey,  Mrs  Mary  W.  Dietrichson,  Mrs  Harold 
R,  Donaghue,  Miss  Edith  Guerrier,  Miss 
Alice  M,  Jordan,  Mr  William  J,  Mulloney, 
Mr  Morris  J.  Rosenberg,  Miss  Elizabeth  P, 
Ross,  lilss  Mary  C,  Toy,  and  Miss  Rebecca 
Willis,    The  presence  of  so  many  well- 
vdshers  was  a  clear  indication  of  the  re- 
spect and  affection  accorded  llbc  Davis  by 
his  colleagues.    We  wish  him  health  and 
happiness  in  his  new  leisure] 

As  a  gift  from  his  many  friends  Mr  Davis 
has  been  presented  with  a  check  and  a  set 
of  garden  furniture  for  his  home  in  Vfest 
Medway, 

G.M.A. 

BEST  WISHES  FOR  A  SPEEDY  RECOVERY 


Mr  David  O'Keefe  who  had  the  misfortune 
to  fall  down  the  Blagden  Street  stairs, 
sustaining  injuries  of  the  back,  leg  and 
•vvrist. 


r 
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FOREIGN  VISITORS 

Mrs  Neomi  Crostarosa,  U,S.  Information 
Service,  Rome, 

Miss  Joana  Blom,  U,S»  Information  Sel"- 
ice,  The  Hague. 

Miss  Nicole  Homo,  Paris. 

MISS  KINGMAN  HONORED 

The  South  End  Branch  Library  was  honored 
in  February  when  their  Librarian,  Miss 
Marion  C,  Kingman,  was  presented  with  a 
citation.    At  the  annual  meeting  of  South 
End  House  Association,  she  was  cited  "For 
generous  public  service"  by  its  president, 
Robert  G,  Stone,    Mss  Kingman  is  the 
third  recipient  of  this  honor  and  the  first 
woman  to  be  so  recognized  for  outstanding 
service  to  the  South  End  community.  Miss 
Kingman  has  been  generous  with  her  time  and 
help,  not  only  in  her  official  capacity  as 
branch  librarian,  but  also  as  Secretary  of 
the  South  End  Planning  Council  and  as  Vice 
President  of  the  South  End  Women's  Club, 
The  staff  of  the  South  End  Branch  Library 
wait  with  eagerness  the  renovation  of  Miss 
Kingman's  new  office  and  look  forward  to 
the  display  of  her  mounted  citation. 

R,E.W, 

Editor's  Note;    The  Publications  Committee 
of  the  Boston  Public  Library  Professional 
Staff  Association  wishes  to  join  the  South 
End  community  in  recognizing  the  outstand- 
ing work  of  Miss  Kingman  in  making  her 
branch  an  active  social  force  in  the  com- 
munity.   Such  spirit  is  vital  if  the  public 
library  is  to  justify  its  existence  as  an 
institution, 

RECITAL  BY  PAUL  TIBBETTS 

On  Sunday  evening,  February  17,  19^2, 
the  Streeter  Studio  presented  a  song  recit- 
al at  the  College  Club,  Commonwealth  Avenue, 
Boston.    The  soloist  was  Vbc  Paul  Tibbetts, 
baritone.    Judging  by  the  prolonged  ap- 
plause which  greeted  the  conclusion  of  each 
number,  Mr  Tibbetts'  program  was  well- 
chosen  and  exceptionally  well-executed.  At 
the  end  of  the  recital,  Ifr  Tibbetts  was. re-- 
called  fcr  several  encores,    Mr  Reginald 
Boardman  presided  at  the  piano.    An  infer- 
nal reception  followed  the  musical  numbers. 


Mr  Tibbetts  is  a  member  of  the  staff 
the  Music  Department,    It  has  just  been 
learned  that  Ifr  Tibbetts  is  to  be  the  guest 
soloist  with  the  Boston  Symphony  Orchestra 
on  Friday  afternoon  and  Saturday  evening, 
March  21  and  22,  in  Stravinsky's  Oedipus 
Rex,    The  following  Friday  Mr  Tibbetts 
sings  the  same  role  with  the  Buffalo  Phil- 
harmonic » 

THE  STAFF  IN  PRINT 

A  distinguished  curtain  raiser  to  the 
Library's  centennial  anniversary  will  be 
the  publication  on  March  21  of  John  Adams 
and  the  Prophets  of  Progress,  by  Zoltan 
Haras zti,  Keeper  of  Rare  Books  and  Editor 
of  Publications o    Comprising  a  compendium 
of  the  more  important  marginal  notes  ma^e 
by  Adams  in  some  hundred  volumes  of  the 
John  Adams  library  now  in  the  Boston  Public 
Library,  the  work  is  an  expansion  of  por- 
tions of  the  notes  first  printed  in  tha 
Library's  former  monthly  bulletin.  More 
Books ,  and  its  successor  The  Boston  Public 
library  Quarterly »    Of  all  his  books  Adams 
studied  the  works  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury English  and  French  philosophers  with 
the  greatest  attention.    Although  he  had 
acquired  them  during  his  embassy  in  Paris 
it  was  not  until  the  French  Revolution 
when  he  was  Vice  President  and  then  Presi- 
dent that  he  apparently  had  the  opportunity 
to  read  the  books,  most  of  them  twice, 
later  returning  to  them  for  the  third  time 
after  his  retirement  to  Quincy,    With  pen 
in  hand  Adams  carried  on  discussion  with 
the  authors  making  notes  on  margins  and 
flyleaves.    Without  apparent  design  upon 
his  pa.T%  they  form  a  consecutive  series 
starting  with  Bolingbroke  and  including 
Rousseau,  Frederick's  correspondence  with 
Voltaire  and  d'Alembert,  the  Abbe  de  Mably, 
Turgot,  Condorcet,  Mary  Vfollstonecraft,  Dr 
Priestley,  and  many  others,  all  representa- 
tive of  the  "Age  of  Reason",    Although  in 
his  works  and  letters  Adams  commented 
briefly  on  the  eighteenth  century  thinkers 
it  was  in  the  margins  of  their  books,  the 
"great  books"  of  the  century,  that  he  r«ally 
came  to  grips  with  the  "philosophes",  stat- 
ing his  own  views  on  a  wide  range  of  sub- 
jects often  with  a  pungent  and  caustic  wit 
exposing  the  weak  points  of  his  opponent, 
"These  vigorous,  often  explosive  comments 5 
writes  Mr  Haraszti,  "constitute  the  first 
critique  of  the  doctrine  of  progress  (aa 
well  as  the  doctrine  of  regress)  by  an 
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26  February  1952 


Dear  Mr  McDonough: 

At  their  meeting  on 
February  l^th  the  Trustees  of  the  Library 
gave  consideration  to  the  eleven  questions 
which  you  had  left  with  them  on  the  occa- 
sion of  your  having  appeared  before  them 
at  their  meeting  of  February  1st,  together 
with  other  representatives  of  Library 
groups,  in  the  matter  of  payment  of  wages 
and  salaries  by  check. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  Mr  John  J.  Con- 
nolly, Assistant  to  the  Director,  and 
Chief  Executive  Officer,  had  already  pro- 
vided information  concerning  the  fundamen- 
tal points  at  issue  in  his  letter  of 
January  28th  in  reply  to  your  own  inquiry 
of  January  25th  to  him,  and  in  view  of  the 
additional  fact  that  the  Trustees  had  al- 
ready discussed  the  matter  at  some  length 
vdth  you  and  the  representatives  of  other 
Library  groups  on  February  1st,  it  is  the 
belief  of  the  Trustees  that  the  fundamen- 
tal issues  in  the  matter  in  question  have 
been  presented  and  that  the  pertinent  data 
concerning  them  are  now  before  all  con- 
cerned.   Therefore  they  v.dll  not  be  send- 
ing to  you  a  further  statement  in  connec- 
tion vrith  the  questions  submitted  by  you. 

The  Trustees  believe  most  earnestly  that 
the  nev;  procedures  of  payment  of  wages  and 
salaries  by  check  should  be  given  a  period 
of  trial  during  which  every  effort  will  be 
made  by  all  concerned  to  make  the  new  pro- 
cedures workable  in  the  most  successful 
manner. 

Yours  slncorrily, 

(Signed)LEE  M.  FRIEDMN 
President 

It  is  the  recollection  of  those  members 
of  the  Executive  Board  who  attended  the 
meeting  vath  the  Trustees  that  none  of  the 
eleven  questions  was  answered  fully  in  the! 
discussion,  only  two  were  answered  in  parti 
only  oKe  appears  in  even  similar  form  in  1 
the  letter  to  ?ir  Connolly,    It  was  our  in-i 
tention  in  asking  these  questions  to  give 
the  Trustees  an  opportunity  to  explain  to 
the  staff  the  reasoning  behind  the  sudden 
change  in  the  method  of  payment.    The  be- 
lief was  that  an  informed  staff  is  more 
capable  of  intelligent  action  than  a  staff 
swayed  by  ruracr  and  gossip.    It  is  regret- 
table that  the  Trustees  dis  not  consider 


the  questions  important  enough  to  answer^ 
We  ask  the  members  not  to  judge  this  latest 
action  of  the  Trustees  rashly,  but  rather 
to  keep  an  open  mind  on  the  subject  y/hen 
voting  in  the  poll  that  is  to  be  taken. 


TviTo  special  committees  are  planned  for 
the  near  future*    At  the  suggestion  of  the 
Director  a  committee  is  to  be  formed  to 
cooperate  with  the  Administration  in  pre- 
senting a  panel  on  the  Book  Selection 
policies  of  the  Library,  similar  to  the 
panel  on  the  Public  Library  Inquiry,  at  the 
Sirector's  fall  staff  meeting,    A  second 
committee  is  in  the  process  of  formation 
to  investigate  the  personnel  morale  in  the 
Library  with  a  view  towards  making  concrete 
suggestions  for  a  method  of  staff -adminis- 
tration cooperation  in  such  matters.  We 
would  appreciate  any  comments. 


A  happy  Saint  Patrick's  Day  to  you  all» 
SlainteJ 

LITTLE  THEATER  ACTIVITIES 

Folloviing  a  tour  of  the  Central  Library 
on  Thursday  morning,  March  6,  the  members 
of  the  Literature  Committee  of  the  West 
Roxbury  V/oman's  Club  enjoyed  a  short  film 
program  in  the  Little  Theater.    Two  liter- 
ature films  were  shown  to  the  group  -  New 
England  Background  of  Literature  and  John 
Greenleaf  ■^hittier.    Miss  Pauline  Walker, 
Branch  Librarian  of  the  West  Roxbury  Branch 
Library,  accompanied  the  Committee  which 
was  the  first  non-library  group  to  meet  in 
the  Little  Theater, 


On  Monday  morning,  I\feirch  10,  Miss  Julia 
Sheehan,  with  members  of  her  class  in 
Children's  Literature  -  Juniors  at  the 
Jiassachusetts  School  of  Art  -  visited  the 
Open  Shelf  Department  and  Young  People *s 
Room,  fend  the  Audio-Visual  Section  of  the 
Central  Library,    A  short,  but  spirited 
discussion,  followed  the  showing  of  the 
film  What  is  Modern  Art  in  the  Little 
Theater, 


M.C.J. 


t 
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RETIREIvlENTS 
ORLANDO  C.  DAVIS 

It  was  iTith  regret  that  members  of  the 
staff  learned  of  the  retirement  from  the 
library  service  of  ¥x  Orlando  C,  Davis, 
Chief  Librarian  of  the  Division  of  Home 
Reading  and  Community  Services •    Mr  Davis 
joined,  the  staff  of  the  Boston  Public  Li- 
brary in  193h,  to  fill  the  nev/ly-created 
positiot.  of  Chief  Librarian  of  the  Circu- 
lation Livision.    During  the  period  of 
World  V'ar  II  he  served  as  Acting  Chief 
Librarian  of  the  Reference  Division,  in 
addition  \o  his  work  in  the  Circulation 
Division;  ind  for  a  short  period  was  Act- 
ing Director  of  the  Boston  Public  Library 
while  the  Director  was  absent  in  Europe  on 
a  special  ast^ignnent.    Prior  to  coming  to 
Boston,  he  ha?  had  twenty-seven  years ' 
experience  as  librarian  in  libraries  in 
the  east  and  middle  west,  including 
several  years  as  Librarian  of  the  Bridge-  j 
port  (Connecticut)  Public  Library, 

Mr  Davis '  interest  in  state-wide  library] 
problems  was  evi^ienced  by  the  fact  that  he 
served  on  the  Special  Legislative  Commit- 
tee of  the  Massachusetts  Library  Associa- 
tion set  up  to  bri  jg  into  being  a  revision 
of  the  I^ssachuset-.s  censorship  law  irhich  | 
now  has  such  an  impact  on  book  legislative! 
procedures  within  the  state*         Davis  wag[ 
also  very  active  in  the  establishment  of  j 
the  Great  Books  program  in  the  Boston  area, 
It  was  primarily  through  his  efforts  that 
the  quarterly  Eostor.  Public  Library  publi- 
cation Books  Current  was  instituted.  This 
publication  devoted  to  an  annotated  list- 
ing of  new  books  available  at  the  Boston  ! 
Public  Library  has  been  widely  acclaimed  j 
by  the  public  as  an  exceptionally  useful  | 
tool*    It  was  during  his  regime  as  Chief  ] 
Librarian  of  the  Division  of  Home  Reading 
and  Comimnity  Services  that  the  Audio-  j 
visual  Center  at  the  Boston  Public  Library 
was  brought  into  being,    Mr  Davis  is  a 
past  president  of  the  Indiana  Library  As- 
sociation and  of  the  Connecticut  Library 
Association,    He  is  a  member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Library  Association,  tne  Massachusetts 
Library  Association,  The  Boston  Public  Li- 
brary Employees  Benefit  Association  and 
The  Boston  Public  Library  Professional 
Staff  Association* 

Since  193U       Davis  has  contributed  much 
to  the  efficient  operation  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library  system  in  the  improvement 
and  expansion  of  service  to  the  public. 


He  will  long  be  remembered  for  his  warm 
human  qualities,  his  sympathetic  understand- 
ing of  the  problems  of  the  individual  staff 
members,  his  long-range  approach  to  all  li- 
brary objectives  and  his  continual  mainte- 
nance of  high  professional  standards  of 
librarianship. 


GEORGE  H.  EARLEY 

Mr  George  H,  Earley,  a  pressman 'in  the 
Printing  Lepartmient,  retired  on  February  29, 
1952,    J.tr  Earley  came  to  work  in  the  Li- 
brary on  September  22,  1913,  when  the  Print- 
ing Department  was  on  Columbus  Avenue, 
His  co-workers  in  the  Binding  and  Printing 
Departments  presented  him  with  a  check, 
wishing  him  many  years  of  well-deserved 
recreational  enjoyment,    Mr  Barley's  two 
sons.  Bill  and  George,  are  well-known 
among  B.P.L,  employees, 

CHILDREN'S  DAY  OF  CATHOLIC  BOOK  WEEK 

Lions,  tiger,  giraffes,  clowns  and  acro- 
bats visited  the  Lecture  Hall  at  the  Cen- 
tral Library  on  February  19,  to  help  in 
celebrating  Children's  Day  of  Catholic 
Book  Week*    This  part  of  the  program  was 
conducted  by  Rev,  Edward  Sullivan,  the 
"Circus  Priest."    Father  Sullivan  had  just 
returned  from  a  month  with  Barnum  and 
Bailey  Circus  in  Florida,  and  he  showed 
his  latest  pictures  taken  there.    In  addi- 
tion to  his  pictures  he  told  tales  and 
anecdotes  about  different  performers  and 
delighted  the  children  with  animal  stories. 
Father  Sullivan's  talk  was  not  only  enter- 
taining but  informative. 

Another  speaker  was  Mrs  Sarah  L,  Barrett, 
author  of  Silver  Blades,  a  popular  child- 
ren's book.    She  talked  informally  on  read- 
ing and  writing,  particularly  theme  writ- 
ing, and  encouraged  the  children  to  come 
to  the  library  and  to  read  for  information 
as  well  as  pleasure* 

Mrs  Barrett  then  presented  awards  to 
elementary  school  children  for  essays  v>rhich 
they  had  written*    The  first  prize  was 
given  to  a  boy  who  chose  Alice  in  Wonder- 
land as  "The  book  character  I  would  like 
best  to  know*" 


A.L*K, 


I 
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BPLPSA  WW  TALENT  NIGHT 

On  Tuesday,  February  26,  members  of  the 
Association  spent  a  most  enjoyable  evening 
at  the  Central  Library,    The  program 
started  at  six  o'clock  in  the  Coffee  Shop, 
where  a  delicious  buffet  supper  was  served 
to  members  and  their  guests  in  two  "sit- 
tings". 

After  supper  the  group  adjourned  to  the 
Lacture  Hall,  where  identification  tags 
were  given  to  everyone  -  red  paper  hearts 
for  the  T^omen  and  red  paper  hatchets  for 
the  men  -  a  dual  celebration  of  V/ashing- 
ton's  birthday  and  leap  year.    The  speak-  ■ 
ers  were  introduced  by  I'ilrs  Muriel  C, 
Javelin,  Chairman  of  the  Program  Committee 
I'x  Zoltan  Haraszti,  Keeper  of  Rare  Books, 
spoke  on  "Episodes  from  My  Trip  Abroad", 
limiting  his  subject  to  experiences  in 
r^ngland.    In  addition  to  entertaining  the 
audience  vrlth  humorous  happenings,  Vlr 
Haras zti  also  made  many  interesting  com- 
-ents  concerning  present  conditions  in 
England  and  attitudes  of  the  English 
paople. 

}£r  Arthur  W,  Heintzelman,  Keeper  of 
Prints,  gave  the  background  of  his  "Miseionj 
to  France  •  Exchange  Exhibition  between 
France  and  the  United  States",  and  spoke 
of  how  well  received  had  been  the  American, 
print  exhibition  which  was  put  together  by 
our  own  Print  Department  and  officially  | 
inaugurated  at  the  Bibliothe'que  Nationale  j 
on  December  8,  19^1  •    The  French  exhibitioni 
is  expected  to  reach  the  United  States 
some  time  after  Ifey  of  this  year,  and 
after  an  opening  at  the  Boston  Public  Li- 
brary -ivill  be  routed  through  the  United 
States, 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr  Heintzelman 
talk,  a  new  colored  film  entitled  "Ageless 
Paris"  was  shown  to  the  group.    After  the 
showing  of  the  film,  the  group  went  to  the 
l»wer-level  section  of  the  new  Open  Shelf 
Department  where  a  reception  to  the  new 
officers  was  held.    Members  were  sorry  not 
to  have  opportunity  to  greet  Mr  Eamon 
McDonough,  President,  who  was  unable  to 
attend  the  meeting  because  of  illness  in 
the  family. 

Under  the  able  direction  of  Miss  Dorothy 
F,  Nourse,  Chairman  of  the  Entertainment 
Committee,  delicious  punch  and  fancy 
cookies  in  the  shape  of  hatchets,  hearts 
and  wedding  bells, v,ere  served.    It  was 
after  ten  o'clock  when  members  started 
leaving  with  the  feeling  that  this  had 
been  one  of  the  most  interesting  meetings 
of  the  Association, 


SPECIAL  MEETING 

On  Wednesday,  March  ^,  the  Branch  Librar- 
ians and  the  Children's  Librarians  met  to- 
gether at  Parker  Hill  Branch  Library,  The 
meeting  had  a  dual  purpose,  to  give  the 
two  groups  an  opportunity  to  exchange  ideae 
on  problems  pertinent  to  both  and  to  honor 
a  member  of  both  groidps,  Miss  Virginia 
Haviland,  whose  new  book  William  Pennt 
Founder  and  Friend,  v/as  published  on 
March  10,  1952, 

The  business  of  the  meeting  v^ras  devoted 
to  tho  reviewing  of  adult  and  juvenile 
books,  explanations  of  the  new  charging 
systems  by  Branch  Librarians  and  Children's 
Librarians  now  operating  under  the  new 
systems,  and  the  presentation  of  new  ideas 
being  carried  out  in  several  Branch  Li- 
braries,   This  exchange  of  ideas  was  very 
helpful  to  both  groups  and  brought  fresh 
stimulus  to  all  those  in  attendance. 

Miss  Haviland  was  invited  to  give  the 
group  the  background  story  of  her  book. 
The  account  of  her  research  in  England  and 
in  this  country  was  of  special  interest* 
At  the  conclusion  of  her  remarks  she  was 
presented  with  a  corsage  and  a  beautifully 
bound  autograph  book.    Shortly  after  the 
meeting  she  left  for  Philadelphia  where 
she  appeared  on  an  author  television  pro- 
gram, spoke  at  a  meeting  of  Branch  Librar- 
ians and  Children's  Librarians,  and  vas 
the  guest  of  honor  at  a  luncheon  held  at 
the  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia,  This 
was  followed  by  a  guided  tour  of  the  Free 
Library  and  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting  at 
Parker  Hill  Branch  Library,  a  bounteous 
luncheon  was  served  under  the  guidance  of 
Miss  Ifery  Hackett,  Branch  Librarian,  and 
Miss  Terry  Mannix,  Children's  Librarian, 
The  tables  were  very  attractively  arranged 
and  the  flowers ^  procured  through  the  ef- 
forts of  Miss  Fanny  Goldstein,  Branch  Li- 
brarian, West  End  Branch  Library,  added 
greatly  to  the  festive  air  of  the  lecture 
hall  where  the  luncheon  was  served.  It 
was  \iinaniraously  agreed  that  this  combined 
meeting  v/as  successful  on  all  counts. 
Similar  meetings  by  these  groups  and  other 
allied  units  are  highly  recommended  in 
order  to  make  possible  the  sharing  of  pro- 
ductive ideas. 


i 


I 


I 


-8- 


MASSACHUSETTS  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 


Mr  Stringer  declared  that  the  upholding 
of  freedom's  rights  required  both  laws  and 
a  personal  appreciation  of  freedom.  Guate- 

  mala,  for  instance,  has  a  constitution 

'^aranteeing  freedom,  but  despite  this 
A  panel  on  Freedom  of  the  Press  was  pre-  [guarantee  there  is  no  real  freedom:  publi- 
sented  at  the  morning  session  at  the  Shera-Eations,  parades,  or  other  manifestations 


MID-WINTER  MEETING 


Notes  on  "Freedom  of  the  Press"  Panel, 


ton  Plaza  Hotel,  Boston,  Thursday-j  February 
21s,    Mr  John  H,  Crider,  former  Editor-dn- 
Chief  of  The  Boston  Herald  was  cihairman. 
The  participants  were: 
John  Griffin 
Post 

J 


,  Sunday  Editor,  The  Boston 
Lally,  Associate  Editor, 


Rev,  Francis 
The  Pilot 

Robert  I&rtin,  Nieman  Fellow  and  C.B.S, 

News  Correspondent 
William  Ho  Stringer,  Assistant  Editor, 

Christian  Science  Monitor^ 


ot  favored  by  the  current  government  are 
ntimidateda    These  people  have  no  true  ap- 
reciation  of  liberty..    Libraries  have  a 

{great  opportunity  to  foster  the  understand- 

ting  of  true  freedomo 

I    ISr  Crider  summed  up  the  remarks  of  the 
panel  and  then  presented  this  question  for 
discussion:    "Should  members  of  the  Soviet 
bress  be  refused  admittance  to  the  press 
'galleries  of  Congress?"    On  this  point  there 
Was  wide  divergence  of  opinion  among  the 
members  of  the  panel.    On  one  side,  it  was 
neld  that  the  Russians  should  not  be  allowed 


Ifr  Crider  opened  the  discussion  by  say- 
ing that  freedom  is  being  challenged  today  jto  sit  in  the  gallery  because  they  are  not 
by  many  sinister  forces  that  all  who  are     bona  fide  newspaper  men,  but  simply  spies 
interested  in  preserving  that  freedom  must  p.n  disguise*    On  the  other  hand,  can  we  who 


actively  opposes  One  of  the  first  liber 
ties  to  be  challenged  is  freedom  of  the 


Maintain  the  right  of  freedom  of  the  press 
mke  such  a  blanket  rule?    All  foreign  cor- 


press.    For  fairly  understandable  reasons,  Irespondents,  regardless  of  country,  are 


a  self-imposed  censorship  is  exercised  by 
most  newspapers,  periodicals,  and  radio 
stations.    Books,  on  the  other  hand,  are 
one  of  the  freest  mediums  of  expression^ 
Yet  a  most  sinister  type  of  censorship: 
the  "cult  of  orthodoxy,'-  makes  authors  ' 
afraid  to  speak  out,  for  fear  of  being  mis-j 
understood*    Now  is  the  time  to  speak  up  | 
for  freedom. 

Father  Lally  pointed  out  that  freedom  is 
not  really  free 


punting  for  information.    Are  they  therefore 
[spies?    In  any  case;  the  Russians  can  get 
all  information  available  in  the  press  gal- 
leries by  subscribing  to  the  Congressional 
Pecord, 


Once  again,  the  discussion  turned  to  radio 
s  a  medium  of  expression,  with  comparisons 
bited  between  the  American  and  British  sys- 
tems, which  diverge  greatly  especially  dur- 
pLng  a  period  of  national  elections.  The 
t  is  more  than  breaking  ^eeting  closed  with  the  warning  that  freedom 
of  bonds  J  it  means  the  making  of  bonds,  as  jof  the  press  is  a  continual  battle,  never 

Won,  against  those  who  want  to  hold  down 
iiuman  freedom.    Keep  alert  to  the  issue  of 
freedom  of  the  press,  which  is  bound  up  with 
freedom  of  speech  and  discussion  —  the 


well.  Every  freedom  implies  a  duty.  Ac- 
cording to  the  traditional  American  view, 
"Freedom  is  liberty  under  law," 

Mr  Ilartin  used  radio  as  an  example  of 
freedom  under  law,  where  regulations  en- 
force balanced  programs,  presenting  both 
sides  of  controversial  subjects,  and  making 
all  news  available,  with  editorialization 
strictly  forbidden,    Ovmers,  advertisers, 
and  pressure  groups  continually  try  to 
limit  freedom  of  speech  by  writers  and 
radio  analysts.    Yet  freedom  of  the  press 
implies  not  only  freedom  but  willingness  to 
stir  up  an  argument, 

Mr  Griffin  brought  forth  the  fact  that 
ideas  of  freedom  are  likely  to  get  mixed  up 
and  mislabeled.    In  the  matter  of  present- 
ing news  to  the  public  there  is  sometimes 
a  difficulty  of  choice.    Too  much  freedom 
of  choice  is  not  always  desirable* 


Dasic  right  of  mankind  to  know  and  learn. 
Speak  up! 

I.H.T. 

M.CE. 


Public  Library  Group 

Current  dissatisfaction  with  traditional 
book  selection  policies  was  reflected  in 
the  talk.  Books  for  the  Library's  Readers; 
Selection  or  Evaluation,  given  by  Mr 


Clarence  E,  Sherman,  Librarian,  Providence 
Public  Library  at  the  meeting  of  the  Public 


I 


-9- 


l^rary  Section*    Although  book  selection 
i&  a  well  established  terra,  Mr  Sherman  com- 
plained that  the  methodology  of  selection 
as  practiced  in  the  past,  and  as  still 
being  practiced  in  some  quarters^  is  too 
often  based  on  weak  analysis.    The  old 
criteria  of  giving  people  what  they  want 
and  supplying  the  greatest  number  Of  books 
regardless  of  quality  or  cost^he  declared, 
must  be  abandoned  in  favor  of  clearly  de- 
fined standards  of  evaluation*    In  this 
connection  he  pointed  out  that  -TV  may  have 
changed  standards, especially  in  regard  to 
selection  of  books  for  children,  who, 
accustomed  to  the  freedom  of  that  medium 
are  increasingly  reluctant  to  have  their 
reading  "censored"  by  teachers  or  lib ran* 
ians» 

In  discussing  the  relative  merits  of  the 
"approval"  plan  versus  waiting  for  a  con- 
sensus of  qualified  reviews  in  considering 
books  for  purchase,  Uc  Sherman  recommended 
the  former  as  the  most  satisfactory  method 
since  reviews  are  inadequate  guides  to  the 
needs  of  particular  libraries.    Citing  the 
value  of  wide  staff  participation  (from 
trustee  to  qualified  general  assistant)  in 
book  evaluation  he  suggested  as  minimum 
qualifications  for  this  task:    a  good 
general  and  special  reading  background  and  I 
foreground,  discrimination,  flexibility,  | 
tolerance  of  various  opinions  and  methods  ! 
of  writing,  and  wide  experience  with  all  ! 
types  of  people*    When  properly  screened  j 
by  department  heads,  this  method  of  evalna-, 
tlon  as  practiced  in  Mr  Sherman's  own  li-  •{ 
brary  is,  he  believes,  the  most  workable  i 
and  generally  satisfactory. 

Stressing  further  the  importance  of  eval- 
uation versus  selection,  he  discussed 
various  important  factors  to  be  considered 
in  evaluating  a  book  for  purchase,  such  as 
its  value  to  the  particular  library,  suit- 
ability of  format,  cost  of  acquisition, 
cost  of  book:  i.e.^if  light  fiction  of 
ephemeral  value  is  it  available  in  an  "ex- 
pendable" paper-covered  edition^  if  gift 
books,  are  they  worth  the  cost  of  process- 
ing and  shelving  or  are  they  propagandistic 
or  "vanity"  gifts  which  should  be  tactfully 
refused  in  the  first  place.    With  these 
standards  of  evaluation  in  mind  and  with 
thought  given  to  regular  weeding  of  obso- 
lete material,  the  criterion  of  size  alone 
will  be  of  secondary  importance  in  judging  | 
the  superiority  of  a  book  collection.  j 

In  conclusion  ¥x  Sherman  declared  that  i 
although  his  own  library  has  found  its  sys-j 
tem  workable,  there  is  no  perfect  system  | 


and  there  are  no  short  cuts  to  intelligent 
evaluation,  such  as  depending  on  best 
seller  lists  or  on  casual  requests  from 
the  general  public  which  may  all  too  often 
spring  from  idle  curiosity. 

L.S.M. 


College  Group 

The  topic  under  discussion  at  the  section 
meeting  of  the  College  Group,  of  which  Mrs 
Eulin  K.  Hobbie,  Librarian  of  the  American 
International  College,  Springfield,  served 
as  chairman,  was  the  practice  of  charging 
fees  for  the  use  of  a  research  library* 
Specifically,  the  subject  was  restricted 
to  the  present  policy  of  Harvard  University, 
presented  by  Keyes  D.  Metcalf ,  Director  of 
the  Piarvard  University  Library,  and  objec- 
tions to  the  policy  offered  by  Wylie  Sypher^ 
Chairman  of  the  Division  of  Language,  Lit- 
erature and  the  Arts  of  Simmons  College. 
Since  19^1,  Harvard  University  has  charged 
a  fee  of  ten  dollars  a  year  for  the  use  of 
the  library  to  persons  not  connected  with 
the  university.    The  fee  was  instituted  to 
help  cover  the  cost  of  providing  service 
to  this  i^roup.    Professor  Sypher's  objec- 
tions to  the  fee  were  based  on  the  monetary 
burden  imposed  on  the  young  research  worker 
or  instructor  who  may  use  several  libraries. 
If  the  practice  of  charging  fees  were  to 
become  general  in  research  libraries,  many 
legitimate  borrowers  might  be  barred  from 
material  of  which  they  could  make  valuable 
use. 

G.F.C. 


Institutional  Librarians  Group 

At  the  sectional  meeting  of  the  Institu- 
tional Librarians  Group,  David  A.  Bowers, 
Rehabilitation  Director  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Tuberculosis  and  Health  League, 
spoke  on  the  topic:    "Your  patient  and  youli 
Modestly  ISr  Bowers  insisted,  at  first,  that 
he  knew  little  about  the  institutional 
librarian's  job;  but  he  soon  proceeded  to 
a  fine  analysis  of  the  personal  qualifica- 
tions demanded  by  such  a  position. 

As  llir  Bowers  pointed  out,  it  is  impos- 
sible for  the  hospital  librarian  -  or  any 
other  social  service  worker  -  to  help  a 
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patient  solve  his  problems  until  the  li- 
brarian herself  has  reached  emotional 
stability  and  solved  her  own  problems.  In 
addition  to  the  skill  and  the  neatness  of 
appearance  demanded  by  any  professional 
position,  the  hospital  librarian  must  have 
a  war mj sympathetic  but  not  gushy  nature, 
must  be  both  tactful  and  gracious,  and 
must  possess  the  integrity  which  guaran- 
tees no  betrayal  of  patient  confidences* 
Seeking  to  ascertain  how  the  librarian 
may  best  "sell  herself"  to  the  patient, 
Mr  Bowers  found  himself  in  conflict  with 
several  members  of  his  audience.  Despite 
his  violent  dislike  of  the  salutation. 


these  writers:    Mrs  Helen  C.  Fernald,  Mrs 
Ruth  Kolberg,  Mr  Richard  T,  Flood,  Miss 
"larion  Lansing,  lUr  Tom  Robinson,  and  Mrs 
Anne  Molloy  have  published  stories  with 
New  England  backgrounds,  they  were  ably 
suited  to  talk  on  the  morning's  topic: 
New  England  Sampler*    (Miss  Tasha  Tudor 
who  was,  also,  to  be  p|*esent  at  this  meet- 
ing was  kept  away  by  illness.) 

In  turn,  each  a  uthpr  described  the  in- 
spiration which  the  natural  scenery  and 
the  rich  historical  traditions  of  New  Eng- 
land have  brought  to  his  writing.    Most  of 
these  writers  proved  to  be  native  New  Eng- 
landers,  and  each  of  them,  of  course,  re- 


"Good  morning!    Do  you  want  a  book  today ?"J  vealed  a  peculiar  affection  for  one  partic- 
the  group  persuaded  him  that  for  the  short4-ular  locale  in  this  region.    Coming  from 
term  patient  quick  identification  of  the    ,  the  middle-west,  T.Irs  Fernald  and  Mrs  Hol- 
librarian  as  a  non-medical  worker  is  best  jberg  accounted  for  the  means  by  which  they 
achieved  by  such  a  greeting.    The  terrific i had  become  acclimated  to  our  section  of 
emotional  upset  occasioned  by  the  onset  of 'the  country.    Mrs  Holberg  proudly  asserted 


a  long-term  illness  like  tuberculosis, 
however,  demands  a  less  brusque  and  more 
roundabout  approach*    Ability  to  judge  a 
person's  character  quickly  is,  therefore, 
even  more  important  to  the  hospital  li- 


that  she  had,  in  the  course  of  some  re- 
search, learned  more  about  Cape  Ann  history 
than  natives  themselves  knew. 

Probably  there  never  was  a  discussion 
among  authors  vrtiich  failed  sooner  or  later 
brarian  than  to  the  public  library  worker*  i  to  touch  upon  pholosophies  of  writing* 

Following  Mr  Bowers,  Mrs  Elsa  Leahy  of    j Consequently,  it  was  natural  for  several 
Westf ield  Sanatorium,  President  of  the       : of  these  speakers  to  explain  some  of  their 
Institutional  Librarians  Group,  led  a         |  own  motivation.    As  one  could  easily  judge 
brief  business  meeting.    The  secretary       J  from  her  books,  Mrs  Holberg  obviously  de- 
reported  that  the  special  shoulder  patches ■ lights  in  sharing  and  describing  the  joy 
recently  designed  by  the  group  to  diff er*»  i  of  children  simply  for  the  pleasure  it 
entiate  librarians  from  other  hospital    •  •!  brings  both  the  young  people  and  herself, 
employees  have  been  officially  accepted  by^ In  contrast,  Jfrs  Molloy  accented  the  desire 
the  Ifessachusetts  Library  Association;  the j of  children  to  learn  the  distinction  be* 
American  Library  Association  is  now  con-    ! tween  right  and  wrong,  a  desire  which  can 
sidering  them  as  the  official  insignia  of  [ be  satisfied  in  part  by  more  "black  and 
institutional  librarians  throughout  the      whiteness"  in  children's  books.  However, 
United  States.    For  her  pioneering  work  on; Mr  Flood  warned  against  preaching,  partlc- 
these  emblems,  Ura  Helen  Welch  of  the         jularly  to  boys:    the  approach  must  be 
Marine  Hospital  in  Brighton  was  accorded    | subtle* 

warm  recognition.  Patches  for  volunteer  |  At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  Miss  Pauline 
hospital  workers  have,  also,  been  suggest-iWinnick,  Children's  Librarian  at  the  Cod- 


ed, 


B,G,W* 


Round  Table  of  Children's  Librarians 

Under  the  able  direction  of  Miss  Alice 
Jordan,  Supervisor  of  Tfork  with  Children, 
loeritus,  at  the  Boston  Public  Library,  a 
group  of  well-known  authors  of  books  for 
children  engaged  in  an  entertaining  dis- 
cussion of  their  work  at  the  Round  Table 
of  Children's  Librarians.    Since  all  of 


man  Square  Branch.'  of  the  Boston  Public  Li- 
brary and  President  of  the  Round  Table  of 
Children's  Librarians,  made  a  few  announce- 
ments*   These  included  the  current  sale  of 
the  young  adult  reading  list,  entitled. 
Good  Reading  Aheadl,  prepared  in  the  19^1 
Workshop  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  Pro- 
fessional Staff  Association,  and  published 
by  the  Boston  Public  Library* 

D.N.F. 
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Round  Table  of  Librarians  for  Yourif^  Adults  ,  Boston-Cambridge  Chapter  of  Music  Librarians 

The  steadily  gromng  interest  in  library  |    The  Boston-Cambridge  chapter  of  the  Music 
service  for  older  boys  and  girls  was  clear4 Library  Association  met  with  Miss  Marjorie 
ly  evidenced  by  the  large  attendance  at  theHolman  of  the  Quincy  Public  Library  as 
Round  Table  of  Librarians  for  Young  AdultSc  chairman  and  sixteen  persons  in  attendance 
The  topic  for  discussion  v/as  The  Teen-Ager,' f  rom  public  or  music  libraries  in  Boston, 
so  what?  -  that  is,  what  is  he  like,  what   ; Lawrence,  Andover,  Winchester,  Brookline, 
does  he  read,  what  are  his  interests,  what  i  Maiden,  Quincy,  Arlington,  Weymouth,  the 
does  he  expect  of  us?  -  a  topic  which  was   iNew  England  Conservatory  of  Music,  and 
considered  from  the  viev.T)oint  of  the  schooliRadcliffe*    A  non-librarian  member  from 


the  home  and  the  public  library.  The 
speakers  ware:    ?'K.ss  Ruth  Po  Strout,  Dean 
of  Girls  and  Librarian  at  the  Braintree 
High  School J  Mrs  Katherine  P,  Jeffrey, 
Young  Adults  and  Children's  Librarian  at 
the  I'lilton  Public  Library,  and  herself  the 
mother  of  a  teen-age  son  and  daughter;  and 
Mrs  Helen  Smith  of  the  Springfield  Public 
Library,  who  is  Young  People's  Librarian 
in  the  room  for  young  adults  -^ivhich  was 
opened  in  Springfield  last  yearo 

".^ile  each  speaker's  approach  was  differ 
ent;  and  the  question  period  brought  out 
other  opinions,  the  concluding  emphasis 
seemed  to  be  on  one  seldom-noted  fact 
which  is  of  importance  in  v/ork  v/ith  young 
peopled    They  resent  being  classed  as  a 


ViTatertovm  is  a  collector  of  records.  It 
was  decided  that  it  was  important  to  have 
meetings  in  conjunction  with  the  ll'Iassachu- 
setts  Library  Association  and  occasional 
meetings  in  libraries  with  special  music  or 
record  collections o    Miss  Doris  Maxwell  of 
the  Winchester  Public  Library  was  elected 
treasurer* 

R.GoA. 


Business  Meeting 


The  Business  Meeting  of  the  M^L.Ao  was 
opened  by  the  Presidentj  Miss  Catharine 
group:    as  just  '"teen-agers"  who  all  dress; Ye rxa*    After  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of 
think  and  act  the  same  way,  when  they  are   i  the  Secretary  and  the  report  of  the  Treas- 
really  so  many  individuals,  each  expecting  ■  urer,  Ifrs  Elizabeth  L»  Wright,  Chairman  of 
individual  treatment*    That  is  what  they     'the  Nominating  Committee^,  announced  the 
SAY»    At  the  same  time,  the  teen-ager  does  '  candidates  for  the  year  19^2-^3  as  follows? 
not  really  enjoy  being  different,  but         i Roland  Co  Willcox,  Westfield  Athenaeum, 
rather  tends  to  do  v/hat  the  rest  of  "the     j  f  or  Vice-President  and  who  shall  be  Presi- 
crowd"  is  doing.    In  his  reading,  aljo,  he  ] dent-elect?  Ruth  Ac  Hazelton^  Belmont  Pub- 
wants  to  be  approached  as  a  new,  individual]  lie  Library,.  Secretary^  Lucille  Vfickersham, 
personality^  but  the  librarian  must  remem-  Sprin-^if ield  Library  Association,  Treasurer; 


ber  that  there  are  certain  books,  recog- 
nized as  part  of  the  group  experience  or 
heritage,  which  should  not  be  overlooked 


and  Charles  L.  Higgins,  Boston  Public  Li- 
brary ;  Archivisto 

The  Legislative  Committee  reported  on 


because  of  a  misguided  emphasis  on  individ-i three  censorship  bills  before  the  House: 


uality. 

At  this  meeting,  there  v/as  also  an 
announcement  made  of  the  publication  of 
Good  Reading  Ahead j,  the  list  of  recent 
books  for  young  adults  vsiiich  was  prepared 


(1)  H109^  providing  for  a  censorship  com- 
mission and  the  licensing  of  persons  en- 
gaged in  the  business  of  selling  books  and 
magazines, 

(2)  HI898  providing  for  the  establishment 


by  the  Workshop  on  Reviewing  and  Selection  |  of  a  state  board  of  censors  in  the  Depart- 


of  Books  for  Young  Adults,  sponsored  by 
the  Professional  Staff  Association  of  the 
Boston  Public  Library.    The  list  has  been 
printed  by  the  Boston  Public  Library, 
Copies  were  available  for  inspection  and 
for  ordering » 

Presiding  at  the  meeting  was  Miss  Evelyn 
Rs  Robinson,  Consultant,  School  Libraries 
and  Work  with  Children  and  Young  People, 
Division  of  Public  Libraries » 

V.M.L 


j  ment  of  Public  Safety,  to  supervise  and 
! censor  the  sale  and  distribution  of  all 
i  comic  books J  and 
(3)  H237  providing  for  an  advisory  board 
and  the  licensing  of  persons  engaged  in 
the  business  of  selling  or  distributing 
certain  printed  matter*    The  MoL.A*  Legis- 
lative Gommi.ttee,  the  Committee  on  Intel- 
lectual Freedom,  and  the  Executive  Board 
had  expressed  their  views  to  the  legisla- 
tors by  letters,  telephone  calls,  and  per- 
sonal visits J    The  American  Booksellers 


) 


Convention  was  represented  by  its  lawyers 
at  the  hearings  on  January  9th.    All  bills 
were  reported  on  unfavorably. 


Contemporary  Theater  in  Boston 


Eliot  Norton,  drama  critic  of  The  Boston 
Hearings  will  be  held  in  Vsfashington  next  |  Post,  kept  his  audience  on  the  edge  of 

i their  chairs  with  his  talk  on  The  Contem- 


month  on  the  Library  Services  Bill,  Mem- 
bers of  M.L.A,  are  requested  to  write  to 


! porary  Theater  in  Boston  at  the  luncheon 


Representative  John  F,  Kennedy  and  as  many i session*    He  pleased  them  by  stating  that 


other  legislators  as  possible  urging  them 
to  support  the  bill# 

The  Publications  Committee  reported  that 
the  A.L.A.  Intellectual  Freedom  Committee 
wishes  to  disseminate  word  of  the  action 
of  M.L.A,  in  opposition  to  censorship  and 
for  this  purpose  has  purchased  ^00  re- 
prints of  the  pertinent  section  of  the 
January  19^2  issue  of  the  M.L.A.  Bulletino 

The  Planning  Board's  booklet  "From  one 
trustee  to  another"  has  met  with  a  flood 
of  requests  from  outside  the  state.  Mrs 
Langeley  Keyes  of  Winchester,  one  of  the 


Boston  is  second  only  to  New  York  in  the 
part  which  it  plays  in  the  present-day 
theater,  discouraged  them  a  little  by 
stating  that  the  existence  of  the  theater 
here  at  all  is  impressive,  since  lack  of 
financial  support  prevents  our  having  a 
production  c  enter  of  our  own  with  New  Eng- 
land writers  or  our  own  company  of  actors 
presenting  classics, 

Mr  Norton  continued  with  the  fact  that 
ninety-nine  per  cent  of  the  plays  present- 
ed in  the  country  originate  in  New  York, 
One-half  of  those  which  come  to  Boston  are 


trustees  appointed  to  look  into  the  possi-j try-outs,    (in  the  19^0-^1  season,  we  had 


bility  of  a  trustees  organization  within 
M.L.A,,  reported  that  thirty  trustees  had 
met  that  morning  at  the  conference  and  had 
made  plans  for  a  spring  dinner  to  organize 
a  group. 

The  Merrimac  Valley  Library  Association 
was  accepted  for  affiliation  with  M.L.A, 

The  question  of  refunds  of  2^%  of  M»L.A, 
dues  from  a  region  to  its  regional  associajand  critics  are  severe,  producers  and 
tion  has  been  explored  by  the  Treasurer  of  I  writers  try  to  minimize  their  risks. 


forty-three  productions  altogether,)  Mr 
Norton  pointed  out  that  the  try-out  before 
an  audience  is  necessary,  though  hard  on 
the  average  play  goer,  who  does  not  have 
the  opportunity  to  see  the  play  grow,  as 
does  the  professional.  But  reading  a  manu- 
script is  no  substitute  for  audience  re- 
action, and  since  the  New  York  audience 


M.L.A,  with  presidents  of  all  affiliated 
associations.    All  have  now  agreed  to 
forego  the  refunds  henceforth  in  vievj"  of 
the  economic  impossibility  of  supporting 
M.L.A,  with  this  cut-back  to  the  regional 
organizations.    The  by-laws  will  therefore 
be  amended  to  drop  Article  ii.  Section  3j 
providing  for  the  refunds, 

I/Iiss  Usher's  letter  inviting  M.L.A,  mem- 
bers to  see  the  civil  defense  display  pre- 
pared by  B.P.L.  for  the  Alert  America  Con- 
voy was  read.  Announcement  was  made  of 
M.L.A, 's  cooperation  in  B.U,  Founders'  Day 
and  the  fact  that  tv/o  representatives  vrere 
to  be  sent  to  the  Town  Hall  vrorkshop  at 
Faneuil  Hall,  February  26,  1952, 

The  death  of  E.  Kathleen  Jones,  General 
Secretary,  Division  of  Public  Libraries, 
Department  of  Education,  who  retired  from 
the  Division  of  Public  Libraries  in  1937, 
was  announced.    The  meeting  adjourned  on 
motion. 


In  his  dramatic  way,  which  practically 
re-created  the  episodes,  Mr  Norton  de- 
scribed how  a  scene  showing  physical 
appearance  of  the  rabbit  v/as  omitted  from 
Harvey    and    Kgtt  a  scene  was  completely 
re-written  for  Carousels    Try-outs  had 
shown  that  such  action  was  necessary  in 
order  to  sustain  the  moods  of  the  plays. 

A  talk  to  a  group  of  librarians  should 
not  close  without  mention  of  books,  and  Mr 
Norton  recommended  two  -  Dance  for  the 
Piper  by  Agnes  de  Mille,  and  Magic  Curtain 
by  Lawrence  Langnero 

D.M.L. 


M.G.B 


r 
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MISS ION  TO  PARIS  "         -     -    --   _.  ..v 


The  Galerie  llansart  in  the  Bibliotheque 
Nationale  is  long  and  narrow,  several  hun- 
dred feet  long  and  approximately  thirty 
feet  wide.    This  suggested  a  progressive 
shoxi  whereby  the  5^0-called  conservative 


The  formalities  now  terminated  at  the 
Cuai  d'Orsay  with  the  Minis tere  des 
Affaires  Etrangeres  and  the  Directeur 
General  de  Relations  Culturelles,  I  was      i prints  could  be  placed  at  the  entrance  to 
free  to  carry  out  the  remaining  details      [the  gallery.    They  could  then  progress 
concerning  the  exchange  exhibitions  which    through  the  various  schools  to  the  more 
were  the  purpose  of  my  mission*    To  i modern  demonstrations  at  the  end.    In  this 

achieve  the  task  before  me  in  the  limited  jway  the  exhibition  could  be  studied  intel- 
time  of  a  few  weeks  presented  quite  a         jligently  and  in  an  arrangement  v/hich  was 
protlema    However,  I  foiind  perfect  cooper- {pleasing,  well  balanced  and  instructive* 
ation  everywhere  from  Ivliss  Earthea  Speyer,  ;    The  printed  catalog  was  delivered  on  the 
Assistant  Cultural  Attache  at  the  American  imorning  of  the  opening,  December  tenth. 
Embassy  in  Paris,  the  Comite  de  la  Gravura  jand  the  last  print  was  hung  at  noon,  I 
Frangaise,  the  French  artists  themselves     'met  the  French  press,  artists  and  digni- 
and  a  few  old  friends  among  whom  were         Itaries  invited  for  the  "vernissage"  at 
Monsieur  Paul  Leon,  Liinistere  des  Beaux-     i three  c^clock,  and  at  five  the  exhibition 
Arts  and  Monsieur  P. A.  Lemoisne,  retired     i"Les  Peintres  Graveurs  Actuels  aux  Etats- 
Conservateur  des  Estampes  at  the  Eiblio-     jUnis"  was  officially  opened, 
theque  Nationale.    Both  of  these  gentlemen  ;    The  use  of  color  in  lithography  and  par- 
are  now  numbered  amcng  France *s  immortals   iticularly  serigraphy  held  the  interest  of 
as  members  of  the  Institute  de  France*        ithe  press  and  artists,  the  technique  of 

The  first  meeting  vdth  the  National         [v/hich  I  had  to  explain  in  detail.  Seri- 
Corcite  de  la  Gravure  Francaise  was  at  a      'graphy  is  employed  by  printmakers  in  France, 
Lincheon  given  by  Monsieur  PcA,  Lemoisne^   jbut  in  black  and  ^;hite  mostly.    Our  use  of 
Flans  were  discussed  for  the  inauguration  'the  medium  vd.th  a  full  palette  of  color 
of  the  American  Exhibition  and  the  organi-  ;V/as  an  innovation  to  all  present, 
zation  of  the  French  show©  ■■    At  the  same  time  that  preparations  were 

I  was  told  th^t  a  foreword  was  expected   ibeing  carried  out  for  the  American  show, 
of  me,  -wAiich  was  quite  a  surprise,  and        II  vras  working  on  the  French  exhibition 
meant  that  my  rusty  French  would  have  to     jwhich  was  to  come  to  the  United  States  a  I 
be  brushed  up  a  bit.    It  was  not  as  diffi-  'found  that  some  v^rork  had  been  done  by  the 
cult  as  I  had  anticipated  for  I  knew  the     |Comite  National.    A  list  was  given  me  by 
prints  well  and  many  of  the  artists  who      jthem  and  in  looking  it  over  I  found  that 
did  them,    I  v.-as  also  familiar  mth  the       jit  contained  only  the  names  of  their  fore- 
trends  that  have  taken  place  in  the  graphiciraost  printmakers  among  v/hom  were  Picasso, 
arts,  having  studied  them  from  my  student   'Ivfetisse,  Rouault,  Bonnard,  Derain,  Dufy, 
days  in  Paris.    The  exhibition  was  practi-  'Utrillo  and  others  of  this  celebrated 
cally  organized  before  it  left  our  Print     j group o    This  would  of  course  make  an  out- 
Department  for  France,  so  all  that  re raainBdl standing  exhibition,  but  it  hardly  gave  an 
to  be  done  v;as  matting,  framing  and  cata-   jidea  of  what  was  being  done  in  France  today 
Icging  the  prints «  {especially  among  the  younger  men?, 

The  marjier  in  which  our  exhibition  should  It  remained  for  m.e  to  get  in  touch  with 
be  hung  to  present  it  in  the  best  possible  ithe  presidents  of  the  various  print  socie- 
manner  required  som.e  study,  for  printrcakin^tie3>  I  also  solicited  the  aid  of  my  good 
has  become  more  difficult  to  judge  in  re-  [friends,  Jean-Eugene  Bersierj  Edouard  Goerg 
cent  years.  The  mjachine  age  and  the  fast  land  Pierre  Quastalla,  who  knevi  the  work  of 
pace  of  the  world  today  has  influenced  the  jproraising  artists  v;ho  had  not  attained  the 
creative  arts  to  a  point  where  much  of  it  irecognition  of  the  above  named  masters.  A 
has  become  too  scientific,  and  there  is  an  'list  of  sixty-one  printmakers  was  given  me 
inclination  toward  conscious  rather  than     iwhich  I  in  turn  took  to  a  meeting  of  the 

Comite  National  explaining  to  them  that  I 


the  purely  creative  effort.  Technique  is 
stressed  more  than  ever.    Knovrlng  the 


wanted  a  well  rounded  exhibition  for 


French  and  their  critical  attitude  toward   [America.    We  studied  the  list  together  and 
a  measured  demonstration  I  anticipated        jafter  some  names  were  eliminated  a  diffi- 
their  natural  tendency  to  search  for  work   jcult  but  interesting  task  presented  itself* 
beyond  techniques.    This  helped  a  great       [Thirty  or  more  artists  included  on  the  list 
deal  in  the  arrangement  and  hanging  problemsKsrere  not  knovm  to  me,  neither  was  their 


work.    I  met  everyone  of  these  men,  mostly 
in  their  studios  and  sav;  their  virorke  I 
believe  I  can  count  them  among  my  new 
friends  v^hich  was  one  of  the  pleasant  ex- 
periences of  my  mission.    The  list  checked! 
by  me  was  turned  over  to  Monsieur  Paul 
Vallery-Radot  the  day  before  I  left  Paris oj 
I  found  that  I  had  done  some  valuable  re-  [ 
search  for  the  Bibliothe^que  Nationale  as  | 
well  as  for  myself  in  relation  to  the  | 
future  of  our  Print  Department©  I 

This  exhibition  is  scheduled  to  be  in-  j 
augurated  in  our  Albert  H.  Wiggin  Gallery  ' 
by  the  middle  of  I'^y,  everything  depending! 
upon  the  ability  of  the  French  committee  j 
to  get  the  prints  together  and  the  time  itj 
takes  to  bring  it  across  the  ocean*  j 

When  the  show  does  take  place  it  will  be 
inaugurated  by  Monsieur  Henri  Bonnet, 
French  Ambassador  to  V/ashingtono  Other 
representatives  of  the  French  Government 
will  be  present  as  well  as  the  Trustees  of | 
the  Boston  Public  Library  and  state  and  j 
municipal  dignitaries  representing  federal^ 
state  and  city  offices.  ! 

After  several  months  in  our  galleries  ' 
the  exhibition  will  travel  to  the  art  cen-j 
ters  throughout  the  United  States  for  at  i 
least  two  years.    Although  a  schedule  has  ; 
not  been  attempted  as  yet,  nor  have  the  j 
museums,  colleges  and  other  institutions  ! 
desirous  of  showing  these  prints  been  j 
notified,  word  has  come  to  them  of  this  j 
exhibition  and  requests  have  come  to  us  j 
from  coast  to  coast.  j 
Organizing  this  French  exhibition  j 
gave  me  an  excellent  opportunity  to  study  i 
the  changes  that  have  taken  place  in  the 
past  few  years    —    may  be  because  of  a 
renewed  interest  in  the  impressionists. 
There  are  two  very  important  exhibitions  by 
this  group,  one  at  the  Jeu  de  Pomme  owned 
by  the  French  government,  and  the  ether  at 
the  Orangerie,  the  property  of  the  German 
goverrjnent.    It  is  worth  a  trip  to  Europe 
to  see  these  exhibitions  if  for  no  other 
reason. 

There  is  a  definite  "back  to  nature" 
movement  among  the  creative  artists.  One 
sees  the  great  influence  of  the  modern 
tendencies  which  I  feel  certain  will  in 
time  create  a  new  advance  in  art. 

The  catalog  is  now  in  progress,  and  all 
that  remains  for  the  present  is  the 
arrival  of  the  prints. 


riel\ixe  Books 

As  there  is  a  movement  back  to  nature  in 
painting  and  the  graphic  arts  there  is 
also  a  return  to  the  artistically  illustra- 
ted book.    The  printing  of  deluxe  books 
coming  out  of  France  for  the  past  quarter 
of  a  century  including  the  second  world 
war  years,  had  intrigued  me  for  some  time. 
Since  I  knew  a  fev/  of  the  artists  v/ho  il- 
lustrated these  books,  I  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  making  it  a  definite  part  of  my 
mission  to  Paris  to  explore  this  field  of 
art  form  in  books »    I  also  wanted  to  know 
the  circumstances  v^hich  made  an  undertak- 
ing of  this  nature  possible. 

We  know  that  for  centuries  copyists  and 
illuminators  worked  in  close  harmonyc 
Fouquet,  one  of  the  greatest  masters  took 
as  much  delight  in  decorating  a  manuscript 
as  in  painting  a  picture.    Poussin,  in  the 
seventeenth  century  and  Fragonard  and 
Boucher  in  the  eighteenth  century  became 
interested  in  the  art  of  bookmakingo  In 
fact,  many  of  the  fine  books  which  remain 
the  glory  of  the  past  are  the  work  of 
artists  and  craftsmen^  who  steeped  them- 
selves in  the  spirit  of  the  text  and  knew 
the  importance  of  composition  in  typog- 
raphy. 

I  found  ■:...v  in  studying  the  delvixe  books 
done  in  the  past  fifteen  years  at  the  Bib- 
liotheque  Nationale,  with  Monsieur  Jacques 
Guinard,  Conservateur  of  the  Rare  Book  De- 
partment, that  artistic  printing  and  illus- 
tration are  vibrant  arts.    Editions,  es- 
pecially those  done  recently,  are  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  their  being  artistic 
achievements  which  justify  the  importance 
of  collaboration  of  authorj  artist,  printer 
and  typographer© 

'kVhy  is  it  that  modern  book  craft  owes  so 
much  to  the  artists?    I  saw  books  at  the 
Bibliotheque  Nationale  illustrated  by 
Manet,  Rodin,  Bonnard,  Maurice  Denis, 
Vuillard,  Ifeillol,  Picasso,  Ivlatisse,  Georg^ 
Rouault  and  a  number  of  others  among  the 
artists  of  the  younger  generations.  Every 
school  of  thought  in  modern  art  from  the 
Cubists  to  the  Surrealists,  also  many  ex- 
amples froBi  the  so-called  conservatives, 
are  represented.    All  have  paid  tribute  to 
book  craft.    All  have  found  an  outlet  for 
their  talent  in  this  great  art  and  creative 
mode  of  expression. 

Vollard  set  a  precedent  for  fine  book 
printing  which  has  been  followed  by  indi- 
vidual authors  and  artists,    I  found  that 
the  artist  chooses  a  text  and ^ being  moved 
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by  it,  applies  for  the  privilege  to  illus-  Cite  Internationale  des  Arts 

trate  this  book  of  his  own  choice.    If  the 

author  is  living  the  artist  and  writer  The  creation  of  "La  Cite  Internationale 

agree  to  work  together  -without  reimineration,des  Arts"  in  Paris  also  interested  me 


The  artist  vrorking  in  his  ovm  inspired  and 
creative  way  illustrates  the  passages  from 
the  author's  wr^rk  with  no  dictation  or  set 
limitation  as  to  medium  or  number  of  il- 
lustrations he  will  execute.    If  his 
medium  is  etching  or  engraving  he  may  be 
moved  to  raake  twenty,  fifty  or  possibly 
one  hundred  plates.    After  a  certain  num- 
ber are  chosen,  a  printer,  one  who  can  in- 
terpret the  artist's  v^ork  perfectly,  is 
chosen  to  pull  the  proofs o    In  some  cases 
the  artist  will  print  his  own  plates*  When 
the  work  has  been  carried  to  this  point  a 
type  printer  is  sought  to  compose  the 
printed  page.    Handmade  paper  and  appro- 
priate type  are  chosen,  the  composition  of 
uriiich  is  designed  by  the  artist,  author, 
plate  printer  and  typographer.    The  result 
is  a  beautifully  balanced  printed  page  to 
harmonize  and  balance  the  illustration. 

After  printing, the  pages  are  folded  and 
not  bound.    An  appropriate  title  page  and 
cover  are  designed  and  the  whole  is  housed 
in  an  artistic  slip  cover  or  solander  case 
It  is  then  sent  to  the  Comite  National  du 
Livre  Illustre  Francaise  for  approval.  It 
is  then  recommended  to  the  Bibliotheque 


Nationale  to  be  sponsored  by  them.    If  sue- Unfortunately  the  second  world  war  has  de- 


cessful  a  limited  edition  is  declared  and 
a  publisher  is  chosen  to  launch  the  publi- 
cation . 

There  being  no  mention  of  money  until  the 
book  is  publishes  one  can  readily  see  that 
the  main  object  is  to  produce  an  edition 
which  is  a  work  of  art.  Discriminating 
collectors,  museums  and  libraries  have 
responded  with  great  interest  toward  this 
form  of  artistic  endeavor.    Although  we 
have  no  national  recognition  of  art  in 
this  country,  I  believe    that  an  institu- 
tion such  as  the  Boston  Public  Library 
could  sponsor  such  a  program  for  the  publi- 
cation of  deluxe  books  with  groat  success. 
We  have  presses  for  all  the  graphic  arts 
mediums.    All  that  is  needed  is  a  workshop 
where  artists  can  create  and  carry  out  this 
idea  in  a  sympathetic  atmosphere.  There 
would  be  no  money  involved  and  the  thought 


ing  from  the  Boston  Public  Library  is  fas- 
cinating. 


greatly^    I  had  the  privilege  and  good  for- 
tune of  meeting  Monsieur  Felix  Brunau, 
Inspecteur  ge'neral  des  B^timents  civils  et 
Palais  nationaux  and  Conservateur  du 
Domains  de  Saint  Cloud,  who  is  the  creator 
of  the  idea* 

Ground  has  already  been  given  by  the 
French  Government  which  is  situated  along 
the  Seine  on  the  Quai  de  I'H^ol  de  Ville^ 
When  this  wonderful  project  is  realized  it 
will  be  comparable  to  la  Clti  Universitaira> 
This  ground  has  been  cleared  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  H^el  d'Auraont,  which  is  an 
historic  monument  and  reserved  for  the 
French  section. 

Plans  for  studios  in  all  the  arts  are  al- 
ready in  blue  print©    There  are  provisions 
made  for  schools,  ateliers,  museuas,  li- 
braries and  auditoriums,  and  in  fact  evelry- 
thing  that  one  can  think  f^f  pertaining  to 
the  arts.    Artists,  musicians,  writers  and 
craftsmen  will,  for  a  nominal  fee,  be  able 
to  live  in  a  perfect  creative  atmosphere, 
exhibit,  give  recitals,  produce  plays  with- 
in the  limits  of  this  wonderful  project© 

Each  co\intry  will  provide  for  a  certain 
number  of  studios  according  to  its  needs » 


layed  the  development  of  these  plans  in-» 
definitely;  however,  I  am  certain  thatthsy 
will  become  a  reality. 

What  plan  or  idea  could  be  better?  This 
would  be  the  common  meeting  ground  for  stu- 
dents of  all  nations  and  yihere  the  creative 
arts  would  merge  with  no  international 
barriers. 

The  Ecole  des  Beaux  Arts  and  ateliers 
where  art  instruction  is  give^  remined  an 
important  item  on  ray  agenda,  because  of  the 
educational  program  in  relation  t©  our 
great  collection  of  prints. 

I  spent  some  time  with  Monsieur  Edouard 
Guerin,  director  of  the  Ecole  des  Beaux 
Arts^and  found  that  changes  have  taken 
place  in  their  usual  course  of  instruction. 
There  is  more  freedom  in  the  use  of  the 
various  mediums  and  academic  thoroughness 
of  execution^    However,  the  insistance  upon 


of  the  possibility  of  fine  editions  eminat-  composition  and  the  building  up  of  a  thor- 


ough foundation  still  exists e 

It  was  interesting  to  see  the  successful 
Prix  de  Rome  paintings  which  were  hung  in 
order  of  the  years  in  one  huge  gallery. 
They  dated  back  to  the  early  years  of  the 
Ecole  des  Beaux  Arts  and  it  is  needless  to 


say  that  there  were  several  hundred  of 
them.    It  was  a  revelation  to  note  the 
gradual  change  to  the  present  day«    I  be- 
lieve that  considering  there  are  no  short 
cuts  in  art  education^  the  type  of  train-  I 
ing  insisted  upon  at  the  Ecole  des  Beaux  j 
Arts  is  the  proper  background  necessary 
for  one  with  talent  to  build  upon©  | 
In  the  private  ateliers  I  fo\ind  there  j 
■was  less  insistence  upon  thorough  training' 
and  perhaps  too  much  liberty  in  allowing  a! 
student  to  express  himself.    I  think  this  I 
latter  idea  has  caught  up  with  our  present^ 
generation  of  young  students,  many  of  whom 
have  built  up  a  false  reputation  by  the 
imitation  of  successful  masters  old  and 
new.    Unfortunately,  many  of  our  schools 
condone  these  principles  v/ith  the  annual 
exhibition  in  mind  at  the  end  of  the 
school  year. 

We  look  back  to  the  old  apprenticeship 
days  Insisted  upon  in  Guilds  where  many  of 
the  old  masters  received  their  training. 
They  were  good  craftsmen  and  great  artists J 

i£rs  Heintzelman  and  I  did  squeeze  in  the' 
gala  night  of  "Blanch  Neige"  at  the  Opera  | 
and  several  plays  by  Jean-Paul  Sartre  and  , 
Federico  Garcia-Lorca,  i 

What  I  have  written  are  the  most  irapor-  i 
tant  highlights  of  our  trip.    There  isn't  ' 
space  enough  to  mention  our  visits  to  gal-' 
leries,  museums,  invitations  to  luncheons 
and  dinners,  conferences  and  our  visits  to 
the  United  Nations. 

We  said  good-bye  to  Paris  with  a  tear  on ' 
December  eleventh.  We  stopped  off  in  Am-  , 
sterdam  for  a  few  days  visiting  the  Rycks  ' 
Museum,  especially  to  see  the  "Night  Watch" 
by  Rembrandt  which  has  recently  been 
cleaned.  We  also  wanted  to  see  Rembrandt's 
house  to  study  the  drawings  and  some  early ^ 
states*  j 

We  journeyed  onto  London  for  some  special' 
research  at  the  British  Museum  which  was 
pertinent  to  our  collection  of  English  [ 
prints.  The  National  Gallery  and  the  Tate 
Museum  were  visited.  The  new  arrangement  '■ 
of  hanging  in  both  these  museums  v^as  inter-- 
esting  to  see*  The  paintings  can  now  be  i 
studied  without  interference  from  other  j 
pictures  being  in  close  proximity.  We  felt 
that  there  was  little  that  British  artists | 
had  contributed  to  modern  painting. 

We  sailed  on  the  lie  de  France  on  Deceit-  I 
ber  eighteenth  and  landed  in  New  York  two 
days  late  because  of  heavy  weather. 

Our  journey  T,vas  now  at  an  end  crowded 
with  experiences  which  will  remain  always 
as  rich  memories.    However,  my  mission  is 


still  vibrant  with  the  activities  connec- 
ted with  the  French  exhibition  and  it  shall 
remain  so  until  the  end  of  its  travels  in 
the  United  States, 

Arthur  W,  Heintzelman 

MISS  FAIT,LE  ENTERTAINED 

On  February  28,  Miss  Loraine  Faille, 
Open  Shelf  Department,  was  given  a  surprise 
"shower"  at  the  home  of  Miss  Isabel  Martina^ 
About  thirty-five  friends  attended  the 
party  and  enjoyed  delicious  refreshments, 
preceeded  by  some  hilarious  parlor  games. 
Miss  Faille  recently  resigned  her  position 
to  enter  the  Franciscan  Missionaries  of 
Mary, 

On  Sunday,  I«!arch  9,  a  farewell  dinner 
was  given  for  Miss  Faille  by  her  parents 
at  the  Beaconsfield  Hotel  in  Brookline* 

CIVIL  DEFENSE  ~  FIRST  AID 

Early  in  February  word  was  received  from 
the  Civil  Defense  headquarters  that  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  had  authorized  the  giving 
of  First  Aid  courses  to  city  employees  dur- 
ing working  hours*    In  order  to  facilitate 
this ,  the  suggestion  was  made  that  each 
city  department  send  two  staff  members  to 
a  course  for  instructors,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr  E,  Forest  Hallet,  Director  of 
First  Aid  Services  for  the  American  Nation- 
al Red  Cross,  Boston  Metropolitan  Chapter o 
Mrs  Mary  D,  Farrell,  Cataloging  and  Classi- 
fication Department,  Division  of  Reference 
and  Research  Services,  and  Mr  Louis  Raine, 
Science  and  Technology  Department,  were 
designated  by  the  Library  to  take  this  in- 
tensive course,  which  began  on  February  11 
and  extended  through  Inarch  ^,  a  total  of 
56  hours..    Impressive  graduation  exerciaes, 
with  demonstrations  of  bandaging,  etco, 
were  held  at  Ik  Somerset  Street*    The  Li- 
brary was  represented  at  this  function  by 
Mr  John       Tuley,  Coordinator,  and  lUrs 
Edna  Wollent,  In  Charge  of  Medical  Aid  and 
Health  Services o    A  notice  concerning  nev; 
First  Aid  courses  to  be  given  to  staff  mem- 
bers on  library  time  will  be  forthcoming 
shortly* 
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Official  Daylight  Air  Raid  Test 

The  entire  Library  System  participated 
in  the  first  Boston  Daylight  Air  Raid  Test 
held  on  February  twenty-first,  which  was 
acclaimed  a  success.    I'^Tien  the  siren  blew, 
30U  members  of  the  staff  and  20?  members 
of  the  public  were  in  the  Central  Library 
building  and  370  people  from  the  street 
took  shelter  in  the  Library;  88I  people 
were  evacuated  to  the  shelters  in  h 
minutes*    In  the  Branch  Libraries  the 
largest  number  of  people  present  during 
the  test  was  83  public  and  ^  staff  members 
at  South  End  Branch  Library,    The  coopera-| 
tion  of  staff  and  public  throughout  the 
entire  system  was  excellent, 

IN  MEMORIAM 
ELIZABETH  H.  MCSHANE 

Little  did  the  friends  of  Miss  Elizabeth 
H,  McShane  realize,  when  they  read  the 
fine  tributes  paid  to  her  in  the  May  19$1 
issue  of  The  Question  Mark,  at  the  time  of 
her  retirement  that  within  the  year  it 
would  be  our  sad  duty  to  record  her  pass- 
ing.   Her  many  friends  in  the  Library  Sys- 
tem were  shocked  and  saddened  to  learn  of 
her  death  in  Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida,  on 
March  tenth.    She  had  gone  to  the  South 
for  the  winter  months  because  of  her 
health,  and  had  vrritten  a  short  time  ago 
that  she  would  return  to  Boston  in  time 
for  the  March  issue  of  The  Question  Markj 
which  she  always  enjoyed  receiving. 

Miss  McShane  entered  the  service  in  May 
1913  and  was  made  Branch  Librarian,  Emeri- 
tus, on  April  30,  1951,  when  it  seemed  ad- 
visable for  her  to  retire  because  of  poor 
health. 

With  the  passing  of  Miss  Elizabeth  H, 
McShane  has  gone  another  of  the  Branch  Li- 
brarians who  received  much  of  her  training 
and  inspiration  from  Miss  Alice  M,  Jordan 
in  the  Children's  Room  at  Central  Library, 
She  was  ambitious,  studying  and  taking 
examinations  until  she  vas  transferred  to 
the  Branch  System  which  at  that  time 
offered  the  best  chances  for  advancement. 
Her  work  as  Assistant  at  the  old  Warren 
Street  Branch  Library,  and  as  a  successful 
second  assistant  at  Codman  Square  Branch 
Library,  were  all  steps  toward  the  goal 
Trtiich  she  had  set  for  herself  -  Branch  Li- 
brarians hip* 


After  qualifying  as  a  Branch  Librarian, 
she  was  appointed  to  the  Andrew  Square 
Branch  Library,    She  was  well-known  for  her 
work  in  that  section  of  South  Boston  and 
was  closely  associated  with  the  school 
nearby.    When  the  branch  library  was  moved 
to  Washington  Village,  she  went  too,  and 
took  particular  pride  in  the  new  quarters. 

She  always  enjoyed  attending  lectures 
and  traveling.    Besides  three  trips  abroad, 
where  she  visited  both  the  continent  and 
the  British  Isles,  she  had  crossed  this 
country  and  traveled  in  Canada,    She  es- 
pecially enjoyed  her  trips  to  Florida  and 
to  New  Orleans, 

Always  interested  in  her  chosen  profes- 
sion, she  was  a  member  of  the  state  and 
national  library  associations  and  a  charter 
member  of  the  Catholic  Library  Association-, 

Elizabeth  McShane  was  loyal  to  her 
friends  and  to  her  office  of  Branch  Li- 
brarian, 

CONGRATUUTIONS 
to 

Miss  Dorothy  F,  Nourse,  Branch  Librarian, 
East  Boston  Branch  Library,  whose  article 
Bait  -  for  bookworms,  appeared  in  the 
March,  1952  issue  of  Wilson  Library  BuIIe-'-Ja-.. 


Miss  Wanda  Yelmokas,  an  extra  assistant, 
at  South  Boston  Branch  Library  and  a  • 
senior  at  South  Boston  High  Schoo^,  who 
has  been  awarded  the  first  prize  in  New 
England  for  her  essay  on  life  insurance, 
in  the  contest  sponsored  by  Scholastic 
Magazine, 


Miss  Marie  Hyland,  whose  exhibit  on  Geo* 
morphology  will  be  shovm  in  the  Boston 
Globe-Massachusetts  Science  Fair  at  Rock- 
well eage,  M,I,T.    Miss  Hyland  is  an  extra 
assistant  at  the  Washington  Village  Branch 
Library. 

A  REIvUNDER 

A»LcA,  membership  blanks  are  available  in 
the  Office  of  Records,  Files,  Statistics* 
When  are  you  going  to  join? 


t 


J 
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Censorship  In  the  Bay  State 

Book  censorship  in  Massachusetts  came  in 
for  considerable  comment  in  the  public 
press  during  the  past  week  due  to  the  re- 
strictions placed  on  U.S. A,  Confidential 
by  Jack  Lait  and  Lee  Mortimer.    The  con- 
sensus  of  opinion  as  expressed  in  the 
press  seems  to  be  that  the  action  against 
this  book  has  accomplished  two  things: 
The  advertising  of  "a  poor  book,  a  book 
which  states  that  publishers  often  pay  to 
have  their  hooks  banned  in  Massachusetts" 
and  an  infringement  of  the  rights  of  "the 
freedom  of  the  press".    Among  the  many 
articles  appearing  on  this  subject  atten- 
tion is  drawn  to  an  article  in  The  Boston 
Sunday  Globe  on  March  i^,  19^2,  and  edito- 
rials in  the  Boston  Traveler  on  March  10, 
19^2,  and  The  Boston  Sunday  Herald  on 
March  9>  1952 •    Since  books  and  their  use 
is  the  life  blood  of  the  library,  it  is 
imperative  that  we  should  all  be  cognizant 
of  what  is  taking  place  in  the  world  today 
regarding  freedom  of  the  press, 

REJECT  LIBRARY  BILL 

On  a  voice  vote  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives yesterday  turned  down  a  bill  to  have 
the  Metropolitan  District  Commission  take 
over  Boston's  public  library  system, 
Boston  Post  -  March  6,  1952, 

DEPARTMENT  NOTES 

Book  Stack  Service 

We'd  like  to  welcome  back  from  winter 
vacations  the  following  staff  members  fromi 
Book  Stack  Service: 

Miss  Beatrice  Coleman  from  St  Petersburgi 
Florida.  | 
Iiiissea  Rose  LaConca,  Jeanne  Fitzgerald  andj 
Shieia  Pierce  from  Miami  Beach,  Florida,  j 

Miss  Florence  Karcauskas  from  a  leave  of 
absence  spent  in  Jacksonville,  Florida, 


Fine  Arts  Department 

We  welcome  with  pleasure  the  new  publica- 
tion entitled,  Notes,  prepared  by  the  Fine 
Arts  Department,    This  mimeographed  leaflet^ 
containing  six  pages  for  January/February 
1952,  maybe  obtained  in  the  Abbey  Room  as 
well  as  in  the  Fine  Arts  Department.  Notes 
contains    arinptations  on  recent  accessions 
plus  bibliographies  for  both  current  art 
exhibitions  in  Boston  and  a  variety  of  in- 
dividual subjects.    Headed  "In  the  Ifega- 
zines,"  a  special  column  annotates  various 
articles  from  many  art  periodicals.  Con- 
gratulations to  Miss  Priscilla  S,  MacFadden 
and  her  staff,  and  best  wishes  for  more 
issues  of  Notes, 


BRANCH  NOTES 


Mattapan 


Signorina  Enrica  Epifania  is  a  member  of 
the  staff  of  the  American  Embassy  Library 
in  Naples,  Italy,    Last  year  under  the 
auspices  of  the  State  Department  she  came 
to  America  for  a  short  tour  to  see  our 
"democracy  at  work,"    Once  here  she  met, 
through  a  series  of  fortuitous  and  contin- 
gent events.  Miss  Mildred  Kaufman  of  the 
Mattapan  Branch  Library,  who  with  Miss 
Pauline  A,  Walker  of  West  Roxbury  Branch 
Library,  undertook  the  task  of  showing 
Signorina  Epifania  about  greater  Boston, 
In  just  a  little  time  the  three  women  did 
extensive  sightseeing.    For  example,  Sig- 
norina Epifania  is  a  great  admirer  of • 
Thofeau,  so  that  if  one  had  been  in  the 
Concord  Library  on  a  certain  bleak  April 
day  of  last  year,  one  would  have  seen 
Signorina  Epifania,  Miss  Walker,  and  Miss 
Kaufman  looking  through  some  of  Thoreau's 
original  manuscripts  which  are  housed 
there.    The  acquaintance  was  brief  but  a 
deep  friendship  was  formed. 

Thus  it  was  that  when  another  friend  of 
Miss  Kaufman,  Miss  Mildred  Donnelly  of  the 
American  Humane  Education  Society,  found 
herself  bound  for  Italy,  Miss  Kaufman  sug- 
gested that  she  look  up  Signorina  Epifania, 
Again,  this  time  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  a  strong  friendship  was  formed, 
and  Signorina  Epifania  made  it  possible 
for  Miss  Donnelly  to  see  Naples  as  perhaps 
few  Americans  have  seen  it. 


Upon  returning  to  America,  Miss  Donnelly 
found  in  her  rffice  a  large  number  of 
children's  classics  in  Italian  which  she 
had  forgotten  she  ovmed.    She  asked  Miss 
Kaufman  about  their  usefulness  in  a  li- 
brary.   The  latter  suggested  that  certain- 
ly Miss  Epiiania  would  find  a  use  for  thera 
lUss  Donnelly  promptly  dispatched  them  to 
Italy  and  Signorina  Epifania,    "l^/hat  Signorf 
ina  Epifania  did  vath  these  books  may  best 
be  told  in  her  ovm  words  which  appear  on  a 
handunde  Christmas  card  received  by  Miss 
Kaufman : 

"The  books  are  no^  on  the  shelves  of  the! 
•Free  Public  Lending  Library  of  Rione  Lonz-! 
zatti,  Naples'  where  they  were  acquired  byj 
citizens  at  a  lottery  organized  to  raise  | 
funds  for  the  library," 

And  thus  it  is  that  a  day  at  I'falden  and 
the  fi:ienndship  bet?reen  two  librarians 
formed  there  resulted  in  material  aid  to  a 
public  library  in  Naples. 


scenes  surrounding  a  colorful  painting  of 
an  Ii*ish  country  side»    The  painting  and 
the  mounting  viere  done  by  Anne  Lebherz, 
one  of  the  high  school  group. 
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Roslindale 

On  Friday  evening,  February  l5th,  a  sur- 
prise party  in  honor  of  Miss  Frances 
Landrigan  was  given  at  the  Hi-da-way  by 
members  of  the  staff.    An  added  surprise 
was  the  gift  of  an  attractive  black  corde 
bag.    Miss  Landrigan,  who  has  been  recent- 
ly transferred  to  the  new  Open  Shelf  De- 
partment, will  be  greatly  missed  by  her 
friends  at  Roslindale. 


Tho  bsst  news  of  the  month  v/as  the  re- 
turn of  Miss  Theodora  B,  Scoff,  Branch  | 
Librarian,  to  her  duties  after  an  extended, 
illness,  "We  feel  sure  that  all  her  many  i 
friends  both  in  and  out  of  the  library  sys4 
tern  join  with  the  staff  in  welcoming  her  \ 
back.  I 


Neponset 

On  Tuesday  afternoon  during  vacation 
week,  the  children  held  a  hobby  show.  On  | 
exhibition  were  stamp  and  coin  collections,! 
model  planes,  dolls,  em.broidery,  maps,  1 
scrap-books,  plants,  post  cards,  copper 
tooling,  cakes,  etc.  Nineteen  entries  | 
were  exhibited  and  about  one  hundred  ! 
youngsters  attended.  They  all  enjoyed  t 
looking  at  and  comparing  the  exhibits,  | 

Ifr  George  Magner  and  ?'Irs  Helen  Hodges,  ! 
neighbors  in  adjoining  offices,  judged  the' 
exhibits  and  ribbons  were  awarded  to  the 
three  best  exhibits.    Honorable  mention 
was  also  given  to  three  other  youngsters 
including  the  youngest  exhibitor,  a  first 
grader. 


On  display  with  the  books  on  Ireland  are 
attractive  posters:    one,  a  post-card  col-, 
lection  of  churches  in  Dublin;  another  card! 


South  Boston 

The  staff  is  very  proud  of  extra  assis- 
tant, Claire  Thornton,  who  is  currently 
p!J.aying  one  of  the  important  dramatic 
roles  in  Boston's  own  Lenten  drama, 
Pilate's  Daughter.    For  the  past  four 
years  Miss  Thornton  has  had  the  role  of 
Rubia,  in  which  part  she  succeeds  her 
sister,  Iferie,  whose  characterization  of 
Rubia  was  widely  acclaimed.    In  addition, 
she  is  also  alternate  for  the  equally  im- 
portant role  of  Rebecca.    liliss  Thornton 
has  been  on  the  staff  for  the  past  eix 
years. 


West  End 

"Seventy-five  Years  of  Telephone  Prog- 
ress", an  exhibit  loaned  through  the  cour- 
tesy of  the  New  England  Telephone  and 
Telegraph  Company,  is  being  shown  from 
March  5-lU»    Pictures  and  actual  instru- 
ments shov\ring  the  development  of  the  tele- 
phone from  its  inception  to  the  present 
are  set  up  on  a  rotating  stage  for  close 
scrutiny  by  the  public.    The  most  inter- 
esting feature  of  the  exhibit  seems  to  be 
a  case  containing  a  telephone  as  we  nor- 
mally see  it  and  its  companion  broken-down 
into  its  U33  component  parts. 
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11  Iferch  19^2 

Miss  Margurita  P,  Mayer,  a  member  of  the  To  the  Editor  of  the  Soap  Box: 
West  End  Poetry  Group,    acted  as  Chair- 
man for  the  discussion  of  the  work  of 
Robert  Burns  at  the  March  meeting  on 
Tuesday,  the  11th,  at  7  00  p,m,  in  the 
Lecture  Hall  of  the  Vfest  End  Branch  Li- 
brary, 


BOX 


Any  contribution  to  the  Soap  Box  must  be 
accompanied  by  the  full  name  of  the  Asso- 
ciation member  submitting  it,  together 
vrith  the  name  of  the  Branch  Library,  De- 
partment, or  Office  in  which  he  or  she  is 
employed.    The  name  is  withheld  from  pub- 
lication, or  a  pen  name  used,  if  the  con- 
tributor so  requests.    Anonymous  contribu- 
tions are  not  given  consideration.  The 
author  of  the  article  is  knovm  only  to  the 
contributor  and  to  the  Editor-in-Chief, 
The  contents  of  articles  appearing  in  the 
Soap  Box  are  personal  opinions  expressed 
by  individual  Association  members  and 
their  appearance  does  not  necessarily  in- 
dicate that  the  Publications  Committee  and 
the  Association  are  in  agreement  with  the 
views  expressed. 


In  a  letter  which  appeared  in  the  Soap 
Box  in  the  Question  Mark  for  February  19^2, 
question  was  asked  "has  the  administra- 
tion ever  read  Chapter  li;9,  Section  103,  of 
the  General  Laws  of  Jiassachusetts?"  The 
law  quoted  does  not  app;j.y  to  a  municipality 
and  therefore  does  not  apply  to  the  Library 

It  is  believed  that  stools  might  be  pro- 
vided to  members  of  the  staff  for  use  when 
not  serving  a  member  of  the  public,  and 
steps  will  be  taken  to  provide  them, 

(Signed)  Elizabeth  Wright 

Supervisor  of  Personnel 


Dear  Lillibet: 


11  llarch  1952 


misrepresentation  through  inaccurate  quo- 
tation should  occur, 

(Signed)  JOHN  J.  CONNOLLY 
Assistant  to  the  Director,  and 
Chief  Executive  Officer 


Thank  you  for  your  suggestions  as  to  im- 
provem.ents  in  the  Staff  Library.  Subscrib- 
ing to  a  selected  group  of  popular  periodi- 
cals for  the  Staff  Library  has  been  on  an 
experimental  basis.    It  is  agreed  that  the 
experimental  period  is  now  over  and  the 
popularity  of  the  titles  proven.    We  will 
be  glad  to  look  into  the  more  convenient 
housing  of  these  titles.    If  a  magazine 
rack  seems  to  be  the  answer  and  floor  space 
can  be  found,  one  will  be  provided. 

It  has  been  the  policy  in  the  Staff  Li- 
brary for  all  materials  except  text  books 
to  conform  with  circulation  arrangements 
in  effect  in  the  Division  of  Home  Reading 
and  Community  Services,    The  arrangement 
for  the  circulation  of  periodicals  is  21 
days,  the  same  as  for  books. 

We  will  refer  both  these  matters  for  com- 
ment to  the  new  Chairman  of  the  Staff  Li- 
brary Committee  of  the  P.S.A. 

(Signed)  ELIZABETH  mif/HT 

Supervisor  of  Personnel 

12  March  19^2 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Question  Iferk; 

In  the  February,  1952  issue  of  the  Ques- 
tion lHark  a  contributor  to  the  Soap  Box 
states  in  a  letter:    "We  are  magnanimous 
enough  to  overlook  reference  to  a  liberal 


11  March  19^2 

Dear  Editor: 

In  the  January  issuo  of  The 
Question  iVlark  a  letter  signed  "A  Reference 
Assistant"  stated  that  "the  newspapers  of 
this  week  have  mentioned  that  the  top  of- 
ficials of  the  library  should  be  capable 
of  managing  a  'maiiimoth*  factory  after 
these  new  ventures  (the  opening  of  the 
nevj-  Open  Shelf  Department,  Audio-Visual 
Center,  etc,)  so  successfully  launched". 
This  is  not  a  correct  statement  of  fact. 

The  Boston  Sunday  Herald  of  January  13th 
which  carried  the  story  in  question  actu- 
ally said,  "It  is  safe  to  say  that  Direc- 
tor Milton  E,  Lord  and  other  top  officials 
could  run  a  m.amraoth  factory  successfully 
despite  their  esthetic  qualities". 

It  seems  unfortunate  that,  in  a  staff 
publication  and  in  a  section  of  that  pub- 
lication that  serves  the  very  useful  pur- 
pose of  discussing  matters  of  interest  to 
the  staff  as  well  as  providing  informatiorj, personnel  policy,  since  that  is  a  matter  of 


opinion 

In  overlooking  "reference  to  a  liberal 
personnel  policy"  was  there  overlooked  such 
factual  evidence  as  the  folloKing: 
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(1)  An  In-Service  Training  Program  for 
the  staff  of  the  Bibliothecal  Service j 

(2)  A  Staff  Library  of  3500  titles? 

(3)  Annual  grants  to  members  of  the  staff 
toward  expense  of  attendance  at  A«L.A,  An- 
nual Conferences; 
(ii)    Annual  grants  of  scholarships  to  menir- 
bers  of  the  staff  toward  expense  of  at- 
tendance at  library  schools j 

(5)  Inspection  trip  to  other  libraries  by 
nine  Officers  of  the  Library  under  the 
guidance  of  the  Director;  I 

(6)  Arrangements  for  leaves  of  absence 
for  study  and  for  travel; 

(7)  The  35-hour  5-day  yrork--7reek;  this  is  i 
believed  to  be  the  most  liberal  work-rweek  1 
in  effect  in  any  large  public  library; 

(8)  Liberal  vacation  allo-wances;  j 

(9)  Leaves  of  absence  for  illness  up  to  aj 
maximum  of  12  weeks  in  any  12-month  period: 
(IC)  Long  Service  Payments  of  $10C,0C  an-  ] 
nually  in  addition  to  basic  pay,  in  recog- 
nition of  years  of  service  received  at  i 
5-year  intervals  commencing  upon  comple-  I 
tion  of  25  years,  with  payments  ranging 
from  $100.00  to  -§600,00  annually;  I 

(11)  A  Staff  Hospital  staffed  by  a  drained  | 
nurse  j  ; 

(12)  Institution  of  a  cafeteria  to  providej 
food  for  employees  inside  the  Library  it-  I 
self  and  at  prices  as  favorable,  and  in  | 
most  instances  more  favorable,  as  outside »| 

lours  sincerely,  | 

(Signed)  ELIZABETH  vmiaHT  | 
Supervisor  of  Personnel  | 


An  open  letter  to  lUr  Lord 

Dear  Mr  Lord: 

In  the  recent  interviews  j 
which  took  place  for  the  filling  of  the  j 
positions  of  First  Assistant  in  the  GenerJ 
al  Reference  Department  and  of  Cataloger  j 
and  Classifier  in  the  Division  of  Refer-  j 
ence  and  Research  Services,  why  was  it  i 
that  the  qualifying  phrase  inserted  in 
the  first  Ret  of  ivlinimum  Qualifications  ! 
was  so  broadly  interpreted  in  the  case  of  j 
First  Assistant  in  the  General  Reference 
Department  as  to  include  for  considera-  j 
tion  an  individual  from  the  Division  of  j 
Home  Reading  Services  and  in  the  case  of  | 
Cataloger  and  Classifier  was  so  finely  i 
interpreted  as  to  exclude  from  considera-  i 
tion  persons  in  the  Division  of  Reference  ! 


and  Research  Services*    Many  of  the  staff 
would  be  interested  in  the  answer  to  the 
question* 

One  of  the  baffled  employees 


To  the  Soap  Box  Editor: 

It's  time  that  somebody  presented  the 
case  for  the  First  Assistant «    i^Jith  all 
the  furore  now  current  about  promotions, 
one  important  factor  is  bound  to  be  over- 
lookedo    That  is,  that  while  many  are  in- 
terviewed, even  fewer  are  chosen.  VTiere, 
exactly,  does  that  leave  the  ones  that  are 
left  behind? 

Consider,  if  you  will,  the  case  of  the 
First  Assistant  level  in  the  branch  li- 
braries a    In  the  absence  of  her  superior 
officer,  she  is  expected  to  assume  full 
responsibility  for  the  v^orkings  of  her  par- 
ticular library*    That  means  responsibility 
for  the  operation  of  the  branch,  super- 
vision of  personnel,  and  co-ordination  of 
library  functions  and  problems.    In  addi- 
tion, she  is  expected  to  discharge  her 
regular  duties  as  First  Assistant,  and 
sometimes  to  "double  in  brass"  in  branches 
where  there  are  no  Second  Assistants.  It 
has  not  been  unusual  in  the  past  several 
years  for  a  First  Assistant  to  assume  all 
these  duties  in  the  absence  of  the  Branch 
Librarian  over  a  period  of  weeks  and  some- 
times months. 

Those  who  work  in  branches  know  that  even 
under  the  most  ordinary  circumstances  run- 
ning a  library  these  days  is  no  easy  task. 
What  with  the  eight-hour  day,  shortage  of 
competent  help,  training  of  new  assistants, 
schedules,  etco,  it  would  be  no  exaggeration, 
to  state  that  even  with  the  recent  simpli- 
fications in  the  system,  the  over-all  re- 
sponsibilities have  not  changed.  Work 
must  be  done,  standards  must  be  maintained. 
In  the  maintenance  and  direction  of  library 
policies,  the  First  Assistant  plays  no 
small  part. 

What,  exactly,  does  the  First  Assistant 
receive?    In  a  spiritual  sense,  perhaps, 
satisfaction  for  work  well  done.    But  this 
is  a  practical  vrorld.    Services  are  recog- 
nized on  a  monetary,  not  a  spiritual, 
l£?valo 

In  dollars  and  cents,  the  First  Assis-i 
tant  receives  two  hundred  dollars  more  per 
annum  than  the  Second  Assistant,  and  only 
four  hundred  dollars  more  per  annum  than 
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the  Assistant^  3rd  step  level*  She  my 
have  worked  for  years  in  her  present  posi-; 
tion,  yet  somebody  who  has  been  in  the  li-! 
brary  service  for  a  comparatively  short  j 
interval  vrLll  receive  just  a  few  dollars  ! 
less  than  she  does.  Does  this  not  seem  ' 
disproportionate  in  view  of  her  experience^ 
knovr-how,  and  actual  participation  in  re-  j 
sponsible  activities?  I 

The  annual  increment  of  the  First  Assis-! 
tant  is  $3960,  The  maximum  of  Branch  Li-  j 
brarian  is  $[1660,  Somewhere  in  between,  j 
there  should  be  a  more  equitable  adjust-  i 
ment  of  salary.  j 

A  sliding  scale  of  minimum  and  maximum  1 
salaries  would  be  one  plan.  There  may  be  | 
other  ideas  on  the  subject.  The  important! 
thing  is  that  som.e  satisfactory  solution  j 
should  be  promulgated,  some  consideration  I 
accorded  to  that  anomalous  being,  that  ! 
almost-but-not-quite  librarian,  that  for-  1 
gotten  factotum,  the  First  Assistant.  j 

In  writing  this  letter,  I  know  I  am  ex-  j 
pressing  the  sentiments  of  many  of  my  .  •  ! 
fellow-colleagues  on  similar  professional  ' 
levels.  An  expression  of  opinion  from  j 
other  members  of  the  staff  would  be  1 
welcomed,  j 

One  of  the  many, 

OVERHEARD  AT  PARKER  HILL  ^EETING 

"But  I  always  buy  my  own," 

"Buy  your  own  what?" 

"My  ovm  poster  paper  and  ink.    I  We 
bought  it  for  years,"  replied  the  first 
Children's  Librarian. 

"Can't  you  get  it  on  a  regular  supply 
requisition?"  asked  a  new-comer  to  the 
group. 

"Oh,  yes,  you  can  get  something  that 
passes  for  poster  paper  -  but  it  isn't 
really  poster  paper o    It's  more  like 
colored  vrrapping  paper.    As  for  the  poster 
paint  they  send  us,  it  peels  right  off.  " 

"No  sir I  If  I'm  going  to  put  into  a 
pester  the  v/ork  that  a  good  one  requires, 
I'd  rather  have  good  material,  even  if  I 
have  to  buy  it  myself,"  the  Children's 
Librarian  replied. 

The  young  one  -wasn't  quite  convinced. 
"But  do  all  the  Children's  Librarians  buy 
their  ovm?"  she  queried. 

"They  do  if  they  want  good  posters," 
answered  the  seasoned  soul. 


Just  then  luncheon  was  announced  and  the 
group  moved  off* 

Editor's  Note;    If  this  "overheard"  is 
accurate,  may  we  respectfully  suggest  that 
the  supervisor  get  out  her  little  hatchet 
and  "go  to  bat"  for  her  girls «    Our  Branch 
Librarians  and  Children's  Librarians  have 
always  spent  their  own  money  on  food  and 
other  materials  for  various  entertainments, 
but  surely  they  should  not  be  expected  to 
buy  supplies  required  for  the  carrying  on 
of  their  regular  library  activities. 


Dear  Editor: 

According  to  the  architects '  plans  for 
the  Central  Library  Building,  the  public 
catalog  is  to  be  put  in  the  Abbey  Room, 
I'm  outraged^    People  travel  thousands  of 
miles  to  see  the  depiction  of  The  Quest  of 
the  Holy  Grail,  by  Edwin  Abbey,    Now  we 
find  that  the  architects  are  going  to  put 
the  catalog  in  this  area  -  the  most  beauti- 
ful single  room  in  the  Library.    Art  lovers 
are  going  to  be  under  book  lovers'  feet, 
and  vice  versa.    Neither  purpose  -will  be 
well  served.    Far  be  it  from  me  to  stand 
in  the  way  of  progress y  but  if  we  are  to 
have  a  new  building  in  a  few  years,  can't 
we  dub  along  for  that  period  and  leave  the 
Abbey  Room  intov'jt''  and  fully  open  to  those 
who  love  its  paintings? 

To  the  Question  Mark: 

As  the  representative  of  those  who  contri- 
buted toward  a  gift  presented  to  Mr  Davis, 
I  have  today  received  acknowledgment  which 
is  quoted  in  part: 

"Your  generous  gifts  were  entirely  unex- 
pected, just  as  were  the  out-pourings  of 
friendliness  at  the  tea  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  29th  of  February,    Thank  you  for  these 
gifts. 

"Please  accept  also  ray  cordial  best 
wishes  to  all. 

Faithfully  yours, 

ORUNDO  C.  DAVIS" 

I  felt  sure  this  item  would  be  of  inter- 
est to  all, 

A.L.  CARPENTER 
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EDITOR ^S  CORNER 

How  many  people  read  editorials?  How 
many  ever  get  beyond  the  words  EDITOR'S 
CORNER?    How  many  skip  to  the  next  column 
or  the  next  page  without  even  a  cursory 
glance? 

Tell  the  truth.    Are  you  one  of  the 
skippers?    Do  editorials  bore  you?  Do 
they  say  too  much?    Not  enough?    Are  they 
too  didactic?    Does  the  word  "editorial" 
symbolize  something  impersonal  and  dis- 
associated from  reality? 

That's  it,  isn't  it?    Editorials  are 
prone  to  be  preachy  and  unreal.  There's 
always  an  issue  or  something  at  stake. 
And  goodness  only  knows  there  are  enough 
problems  without  getting  involved  in  more. 

There's  the  crux.    What  it  amounts  to  is 
this:    Somebody  else's  responsibilities 
are  not  mine*    I've  got  troubles  of  ray 
or«m,  Let  George  do  it»    But  keep  me  out  of 
it. 

But  are  you  out  of  it?  Don't  soit&feody 
else's  responsibilities  -  in  some  wajr  - 
affect  you,  too?    Are  you  so  self- 
contained  and  so  self-sufficient  that 
nothing  matters  except  your  own  private 
individual  concerns? 

Take  the  B.P.L,,  for  instance*  Outside 
of  your  own  unit  -  your  department,  branch 
library,  or  office  -  how  much  actually  do 
you  know  or  care  to  know  about  this  insti- 
tution in  which  you  work?    How  much  sup- 
port -  aside  from  financial,  which  is 
aliways  welcome  -  do  you  give  the  organiza- 
tions that  are  working  for  you?  How 
active  are  you.?    How  many  meetings  and 
functions  do  you  attend? 

There  are  some  worth-while  projects.  For 
example,  there's  the  committee  on  person- 
nel morale  now  worldng.  We've  had  a  joint 
meeting  of  Branch  Librarians  and  Childrente 
Librarians,  Wonderfull  V/hy  not  a  joint 
meeting  of  First  Assistants  and  Branch  Li- 
brarians, or  Assistants  in  one  level  to 


idiscuss  common  problems?    Does  this  open 
iup  new  avenues? 

j    Remember  -  lip-aervice  is  not  enough, 
jSupport  is  essential.    And  by  support  we 
'mean  active  -  not  passive  -  participation 
in  library  affairs.    Do  your  eharel 
That's  our  editorial.    And  now  we  dare 


'you  to  follow  our  advice] 
'  S,R. 
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i  PERSONAL  NOTES 

New  Staff  Menhera 

!    Miss  Virginia  A.  Dalton,  Open  Shelf  D«- 
;partment. 

Miss  Isabelle  G.  Finn,  Bookmobile  II 
(formerly  part-time). 

Mr  John  P.  Doherty,  Book  Stack  Service. 

Jass  Natalie  L,  Velardo,  Book  Stack 
Service, 

I    Mr  Joseph  E,  Walsh,  Kirstein  Business 
! Branch, 

!    Miss  A,  Victoria  Vangos,  Director's 
I  Office, 

;  Mr  Harold  A,  Brackett,  Book  Stack  Service, 
I    Miss  Irene  M,  McCarty,  Book  Stack  Service. 

I  Transferred  in  Branch  System 

j  Mrs  Gertrude  L,  Bergen,  from  Adams  Street 
'to  Lower  Mills. 

}    Mr  Francis  R.  Currie,  from  Mt  Bowdoin  to 
I  Memorial. 

i    Miss  Dorothy  J.  Flood,  from  Memorial  to 
j Adams  Street. 

I    Miss  C,  Marjorie  Groves,  from  Bookmo- 
jbile  I  to  Mt  Bowdoin. 
'    Miss  Stella  Kallas,  from  Connolly  to 
■  Orient  Heights, 

j  Miss  Etta  Kessell,  from  Neponset  to  Wash- 
ington Village. 


Miss  Lillian  Lagamasino,  from  Orient 
Heights  to  South  Boston. 

ISrs  Louise  L,  McGurk,  from  Roslindale  to 
Jamaica  Plain* 

Miss  Rose  Moorachian,  from  Washington 
Village  to  East  Boston. 

Mrs  yiary  E.  Obear,  from  Uphams  Corner  to 
Bookmobile  I, 

Miss  Sarah  Richroan,  from  Alls ton  to 
Mattapan. 

IvtLss  Elizabeth  A.  Sarjeant,  from  Book 
Stack  Service  to  Codman  Square. 

Miss  liartha  C,  Engler,  from  South  End  to 
South  Boston. 

Resignations 

Benedetto  A.  Ricciardelli,  Book  Stack 
Service,  to  enter  the  liarin©  Corps. 

GIFTS  TO  THE  STAFF  LIBRARY 

Mr  Zoltan  Haras zti.  Keeper  of  Rare  Books 
and  Editor  of  Publications,  has  graciously- 
presented  an  autographed  copy  of  his  re- 
cently published  book,  John  Adams  and  the 
Prophets  of  Progress j  to  the  Staff  Library. 
On  its  flyleaf  the  author  has  written  the 
following?    "To  the  Staff  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library  I  offer  this  volume  with 
the  warm  regards  and  cordial  greetings  of 
a  friend  and  colleague..   Zoltan  Haraszti" 


pounds  and  eleven  ounces.    His  mother, 
Ruth  Williamson,  formerly  worked  in  the 
History  Department;  dad,  Robert  Heiles,  is 
an  alumnus  of  the  Book  Purchasing  Depart- 
ment. 

The  Open  Shelf  Department  passed  through 
a  period  of  suspense  during  the  early  part 
of  March,    Finally,  on  Ifarch  2k,  ^^rs  John 
Michael  Reddy,  until  very  recently  a  mem- 
ber of  that  department,  gave  birth  to  a 
daughter,  Louisa  Carroll.    At  her  home  in 
Attleboro,  lilassachusetts,  Louisa  expects 
to  increase  very  rapidly  the  seven  pounds 
and  two  ounces  with  which  she  began  life. 

To  celebrate  his  birthday  month,  John  M. 
Carroll,  Jr.  has  a  new  baby  brother,  Philip 
M,  Carroll.    Philip,  weighing  six  pounds 
and  ten  ounces,  was  born  on  April  12, 
Since  his  father  is  Supervisor,  Division  of 
Reference  and  Research  Services  at  the 
Boston  Public  Library  and  his  mother, 
Evelyn  Caswell  Carroll,  once  worked  in  the 
Science  and  Technology  Department^  Philip 
certainly  can  be  added  to  our  growing  list 
of  library  babies. 

■«• 

Congratulations  to  Mr  and  Mrs  John  Hall 
on  the  birth  of  a  son,  Saturday,  April  12, 
19^2.    Mr  Hall  is  a  member  of  the  staff  of 
the  Audio-Visual  Center. 
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TODDING 


The  Boston  Public  Library  Professional 
Staff  Association  has  deposited  in  the 
Staff  Library  a  number  of  books  presented 
to  it  by  Miss  Editfa  Guerrier,  Supervisor 
of  Branch  Libraries,  Emeritus.    The  titles 
include  a  much-naeeded  additional  copy  of 
William  S,  Learned 's  The  American  Public 
Library  and  the  Diffusion  of  Knowledge, 
•wfiich  is  now  out  of  print,  and  a  British 
publication  not  owned  by  the  Library  en- 
titled 'P^MAc_JAJdt^  by 
William  I.  Fletcher. 

STORK  EVENTS 


On  March  l5,  at  an  8  o'clock  candlelight 
service  in  the  Emmanuel  Episcopal  Church, 
West  Roxbury,  Miss  lihiriel  C.  Figenbaum  of 
the  Print  Department  became  the  bride  of 
Walter  Robinson  of  Belvedere,  Kent,  England. 
A  reception  followed  in  the  parish  house. 
The  bride  wore  an  ice  blue  satin  wedding 
I  gown  and  a  matching  fingertip  veil,  and 
[carried  a  white  Bible  with  an  orchid  and 
jstephanotis.    Miss  tfergaret  Ruud,  her 
{cousin's  only  attendant,  wore  doeskin 
taffeta  and  carrier!  yellow  and  white  snap- 
dragons with  sweet  peas.    Mr  and  Mrs 
Robinson  will  live  in  Brookline,  Mass? 


At  his  home  in  Floral  Park,  Long  Island 
New  York,  Richard  Warren  Heiles  is  begin- 
ning to  take  more  and  more  notice  of  the 
world  about  him.    When  he  was  born  on 
March  19,  19^2,  Richard  weighed  eight 


CIVIL  DEFENSE 
First  Aid 

On  Monday,  March  31,  a  First  Aid  class  of 
25  members  held  its  initial  meeting  in  the 
Temporary  Conference  Room  vrith  Mrs  Mary  D« 
"arrell  instructing.    A  second  group  of  26 
held  its  first  meeting  on  Tuesday,  April  1, 
in  the  Lecture  Hall  with  Mr  Louis  Plains 
instructing.    Both  of  these  groups  vdll  ! 
meet  two  mornings  a  week,  two  hours  each 
morning,  for  a  total  of  2h  hours. 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  other  ! 
members  of  the  staff  are  interested  in  tak- 
ing the  Standard  First  Aid  Course.    It  is 
hoped  that  as  early  as  possible  in  the  fall 
other  classes  will  be  formed.    If  arrange- 
ments can  be  made,  these  classes  will  meet 
only  once  a  week,  thereby  making  the  plan- 
ning of  schedules  less  difficult. 

Lady  Reading,  Guest  Speaker 

The  Chairman  of  the  Library's  Civil  De- 
fense Planning  Committee  was  fortunate  j 
enough  to  have  one  of  the  limited  number 
of  tickets  available  for  a  meeting  held  in 
the  Gardner  Auditorium  at  the  State  House 
on  March  2$  and  planned  by  Miss  Pauline 
Fenno,  Consultant,  Women's  Voluntary  Par- 
ticipation in  Civil  Defense.    The  purpose 
of  the  meeting  was  to  have  women  Civil  De- 
fense workers  in  Jfeissachusetts  hear  "how 
the  women  of  Great  Britain  were  organized 
and  trained  to  play  their  part  in  Civil 
Defense  in  the  last  war,  and  how  they  are 
now  being  organized  to  play  their  part  as 
members  of  the  permanent  Civil  Defense 
Corps."    The  speaker  v/as  The  Dowager  Mar- 
chioness of  Reading,  G.B.E.,  who,  during 
the  last  vrar,  vras  responsible  for  women 
volunteers  totaling  1,21^,000,  plus  a  re- 
serve of  750,000,  and  who  was  referred  to 
by  His  Excellency  Governor  Paul  A.  Dever  > 
as  "one  of  the  distinguished  ladies  of  the 
world." 

Lady  Reading  v/as  a  compelling  speaker 
who  had  something  very  definite  to  say  out 
of  her  experiences  and  who  said  it  simply 
and  convincingly.    Her  choice  of  anecdotes 
revealed  a  very  lively  sense  of  humor  and 
a  deep  understanding  of  human  nature. 

She  answered  four  questions:  l)  Why  must 
we  do  this  work?  2)  Where  do  we  get  per- 
sonnel? 3)  How  can  we  interest  people  in 
Civil  Defense?  and  U)  How  valuable  are 
training  and  experience?    She  made  many 
informative  statements,  among  them:  "The 


strength  of  Civil  Defense  is  in  prepared- 
ness.. .Civil  Defense  is  like  an  insurance 
policy,    I  hope  that  the  policy  will  never 
have  to  be  cashed  in,  but  we  must  not 
begrudge  the  payments. •♦You  can  cot  buy 
the  things  you  most  want  with  money.  We 
in  Civil  Defense  could  not  exist  on  a  pay 
basis*    No  government  could  afford  to  pay 
Civil  Defense  personnel,  which  means  that 
every  single  person  pays  for  Civil  Defense 
in  time  and  energy. . *An  enemy  will  never 
attack  a  nation  which  it  thicks  is  2/3 
prepared.    That  is  why  we  work  hard  for 
Civil  Defense,    Civil  Defense  is  here  to 
stay.,, Too  many  people  think  somebody  else 
can  do  the  job  and,  therefore,  do  nothing 
about  it  themselves, ••Civil  Defense  may 
never  win  a  war  but  absence  of  Civil  De-r 
fense  may  lose  a  war," 

In  introducing  Governor  Dever,  ffr  John 
C,  Dowd,  Chairman  of  Public  Information, 
presiding  at  the  meeting,  said:    "It  is 

hope  that  every  dollar  of  money,  every 
minute  of  time,  and  every  ounce  of  energy 
that  any  of  us  put  into  Civil  Defense  in 
this  state  will  prove  ultimately  to  have 
been  a  complete  waste  of  time  because  it 
will  have  been  unnecessary, , .We  are  pre- 
paring for  an  emergency  v;hicb  we  hope  will 
never  exist," 

In  addition  to  reviewing  the  outstanding 
work  Lady  Reading  has  done,  and  is  doing, 
in  Great  Britain,  the  Govenor  commended 
Miss  Fenno,  Mr  Stokes,  and  all  Civil  De- 
fense workers  in  the  state  who  "even  when 
attack  does  not  seem  imminent,  even  as  we 
hope  that  aggressive  death  will  not  be  our 
lot,  recognize  truly  that  the  price  of 
liberty  is  eternal  vigilance," 

S,M.  Usher 

NEW  WALL  EXHIBITION  CASES 

It  is  expected  that  the  work  on  the 
wa!j.l  exhibition  cases  in  the  Central 
Library  building  will  be  completed  in 
the  early  part  of  next  week.  Displays 
for  these  new  cases  are  being  planned 
for  the  latter  part  of  Aprils 


I 
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THE  STAFF  AFIELD 

Mrs  Wright  spoke  on  Librarianshlp  as  a 
Career  at  the  Girls  '  High  School  observa- 
tion of  Career  Day  on  March  Ih,  1952  •  Some 
200  girls  chose  the  talk  on  the  library- 
profession  from  among  three  careers  being 
presented  simultaneously.    The  number  of 
interested  girls  was  a  surprise  to  ¥j.ss 
Ruth  Hennig,  the  Librarian,  as  well  as  to 
the  speaker. 

At  a  Personnel  Institute  sponsored  by 
the  Boston  Chapter  of  the  Special  Libraries 
Association  and  held  at  Radcliffe  College 
on  March  31,  1952,  ¥ts  Elizabeth  L,  Wright 
was  chairman  of  a  panel  entitled,  The 
organization  of  the  staff  of  a  special  li- 
brary for  service  to  a  company  or  institu- 
tion, which  was  scheduled  in  the  evening. 
The  members  of  the  panel  were  ^.^'illiara  J, 
Earley^  Research  Librarian,  Lever  Brothers 
Co,  (formerly  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the 
Kirstein  Business  Branch);  Johanna  Fried- 
enstein,  Research  Librarian,  Research  and 
Development  Department,  Godfrey  L,  Cabot, 
Inc.;  Louise  Lucas,  Librarian,  Fogg  Art 
Museumj  and  Dr  Robert  C,  Putnam,  Research 
Division,  United  Shoe  Ifechinery  Corp., 
Beverly, 

•«■ 

Miss  Fanny  Goldstein,  Branch  Librarian 
at  West  End,  addressed  the  Portsmouth,  New 
Hampshire,  Chapter  of  Hadassah  on  Thursday 
evening,  April  3.    The  subject  of  her  lec- 
ture was  "The  Jewish  Child's  Heritage  - 
Books  and  Learning." 

On  Wednesday,  April  9,  Miss  Goldstein 
assisted  the  Chaplain,  Rabbi  Benjamin  L, 
Grossman,  of  the  State  Prison  at  Charles- 
town  in  conducting  a  Seder  service  and 
meal  for  Jewish  inmates  in  observance  of 
the  Passover  Festival,    She  also  addressed 
the  inmates  of  the  Norfolk  Prison  Colony 
on  the  Literature  of  Passover  on  Monday 
evening,  April  lit. 


On  Friday,  April  11,  at  2:30  p.m,,  Mss 
Edna  G,  Peck,  Chief  of  Book  Selection, 
Home  Reading  Services,  spoke  before  the 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-fourth  session  of 
the  Roxbury  Yromen-in-Gouncil,  at  the 
Masonic  Temple,  Yferren  Street,  Roxbury* 
Mifs  Peck  was  introduced  to  this  club  by 
Ml£8  Vzry  E,  Ames,  v/hen  she  7rs  serving 
as  Branch  Librarian  at  the  Fellovres  Athen- 
aeum Branch  Library,    Since  that  time  Miss 
Peck  has  given  an  anrxual  book  review 


before  the  gro\ip,  ofie  of  the  oldest  womente 
clubs  in  the  State  Federation, 

CONGRATUIATIONS 

On  April  U-5,  1952,  some  l68  scientific 
projects  were  on  display  at  the  Mechanics 
Building,  Huntington  Avenue,  Boston, 
These  projects  represented  outstanding 
'work  in  science  being  done  by  pupils  from 
Boston  parochial  schools,  each  school  hav- 
ing sent  in  three  displays.    After  special- 
ists in  various  scientific  fields  had  se- 
lected the  outstanding  projects.  Archbishop 
Gushing  awarded  prizes  to  the  vdnners  on 
the  last  day  of  the  exhibition.    Among  the 
nine  first  prizes,  one  v/as  presented  to 
J.liss  Marie  Hyland,  an  extra  at  the  Washing- 
ton Village  Branch  Library,  for  her  repre- 
sentation of  the  geomorphology  of  the 
Ifessachusetts  coast  line,    A  second  prize 
vi'as  awarded  to  Miss  Regina  P,  0»Brien,  for 
her  exhibit  of  "The  identifying  and  dyeing 
of  fabrics",  an  extra  assistant  at  Charles- 
tovm  Branch  Library,    Another  extra  assis- 
tant at  Charlestovm  Branch  Library  was 
successfiil  in  winning  first  prize  at  the 
Girls ^  High  School  for  her  exhibit 
"Solutions", 

Editor's  Note  -  Science  and  Technology  De- 
partment please  contact  Washington  Village 
and  Charlestown  Branch  Libraries, 

BON  VOYAGE 

Dr  and  Wirs  Walter  Cotter  are  spending  a 
well-earned  vacation  in  Bermuda,  Mrs 
Cotter  is  an  assistant  in  the  Supervisor's 
Office,  Division  of  Reference  and  Research 
Services,  and  a  member  of  the  current  Pub- 
lications Committee  of  The  Question  Mark, 

Miss  Rebecca  Mllmeister  is  again  off  to 
distant  shores  and  has  her  fellow  staff 
members  at  West  End  longing  to  go  along. 
On  April  19,  she  vdll  fly  directly  to 
Panama  where  she  will  spend  a  fortnight. 
She  will  visit  Colon  and  Balboa  before 
taking  a  leisurely  cruise  home, 

ifr  and  I'brs  Robert  Lovett  are  spending 
six  vreeks  in  South  Carolina «    Mr  Lovett 
has  been  invited  to  catalof^ue  the  private 
library  of  I.3r  Kendall  of  the  Kendall  Mills, 
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Camden^  Soutb  Carolljia*    i  aulte  of  rooms 
In  th«  Kendall  mansion  with  maid  service 
has  been  set  aside  for  the  use  of  the 
Lovetts  during  their  stay.    According  to 
reports  they  are  thoroughly  enjoying  their 
southern  preview  of  spring.    Mrs  Lovett  is 
the  librarian  at  the  Kirstein  Business 
Branch. 

VISITORS 


Vembers  of  Eurm  Educational  ObserTOtion 

and  Study  lilission  who  visited  the  Library 
on  Tuesday,  April  1,  1952'. 
U  Kuang,  Director  of  Public  Instruction. 
U  Thien  Han^  Librarian,  University  Library jf lowers  to  welcome  Miss  Madalene  Holt  as 
of  Rangoon.  branch  librarian.    The  staff  offered  its 

U  Than,  Ifember  of  the  House  of  Deputies.     jcooperation  and  best  wishes  for  a  happy 


Miss  Haviland  vas       delighted  with  1ihis 
choice  that  the  staff  gave  her  the  two 
records  which  completed  Book  I  of  Bach's 
work. 

A  staff  get-together  toc^  place  at  ?(iss 
Haviland 's  hone  a  few  days  before  she  left 
Phillips  Brooks.    Miss  Haviland  served  a 
buffet  supper  crowned  with  baked  alaska, 
took  the  staff  to  the  Caribbean  via  photo- 
graphs of  her  recent  ttip,  and  charmed 
them  with  her  record  collection.  The 
evening  ended  with  the  good  wishes  of  all 
the  staff  to  Miss  Haviland  as  she  assumes 
her  new  position. 

On  Wednesday,  a  dull  rainy  morning,  the 
Neponset  Branch  Library  was  bright  with 


U  San  Htwar,  Chief  Editor,  Burma  Transla- 
tion Society. 

Sao  Saimong,  Principal  Education  Officer 
of  the  Shan  States  Governments, 


THE  W.EF^kim-W.LCOm  MATS 


Miss  Elinor  Day  was  guest  of  honor  at  a 
West  End  itaff  luncheon  held  at  "The 
Charles"  on  Chestnut  Street,  Saturday 
afternoon,  March  29,  in  celebration  of  her 
promotion  to  the  position  of  Branch  Li- 
brarian, Dorchester  Branch  Library.  "Daisylbrarian,  at  a  party,  given  at  the  branch, 
was  given  a  lovely  jewelled  pin  as  a  token 
of  the  staff's  affection.    West  End  staff 


jstay  at  the  branch  library. 

Before  Miss  Etta  Kessell  left  for  her 
new  assignment,  the  staff  tendered  her  a 
farewell  luncheon.    As  a  parting  gift. 
Miss  Kessell  received  a  Colonial  Lady 
figurine.    The  staff  extended  its  congratu- 
lations on  her  promotion  and  wished  her 
well  in  her  new  position  at  Washington 
Village  Branch  Library. 

On  Monday  afternoon,  March  31,  the  Staff 
of  the  Jeffries  Point  Branch  Library  bade 
farewell  to  Miss  Evelyn  Levy,  Branch  Li- 


The  enjoyment  of  the  staff  in  planning  a 
get-together  for  Miss  Levy  was  heightened 


alumnae,  who  also  had  received  promotions  -c>y  her  complete  unawareness  of  the  event 
14r9  Julia  L.  Mller,  Miss  Jfedelene  D.  Holt  |and  her  overwhelming  surprise.    The  staff 

presented  her  with  "Boswell's  London  Jour- 


and  Miss  Dorothy  J.  Flood,  were  the 
special  guests  of  Miss  Goldstein.  The 
four  guests  honored  were  each  presented 
with  a  corsage  of  sweetheart  roses  and 
best  wiahss  for  their  individual  success. 

The  staff  of  the  Phillips  Brooks  Branch 
Library  and  the  community  of  Readville  sawjbrarian, 
their  Librarian,  Jiiss  Virginia  Haviland,     j  * 
leave  last  week  to  take  up  her  new  duties  i   The  staff  of  the  Dorchester  Branch  Li- 
as Readers  Adviser  for  Children.    Feelings  brary  entertained  Miss  Margaret  A.  Morgan 


nal",  a  year's  subscription  to  "Theatre 
Arts",  and  a  lovely  spring  corsage,  along 
rlth  warm  wishes  for  success  and  happiness 
in  her  new  position.    On  Wednesday,  April  2, 
the  staff  velcomed  with  sincere  congratula- 
ttions,  Miss  Anne  Coleman,  new  Branch  Li- 


were  mixed}  the  good-byes  expressed  re- 
grets, good  wishes,  and  most  of  all,  the 
hope  that  Miss  Haviland  would  come  back 
often. 

The  Great  Books  group,  vrfiich  has  been 


voiced  the  tharJcs  of  all  in  a  gift,  Wanda 


at  a  dinner  at  the  Abner  Wheeler  House  on 
Saturday,  March  29 •    The  tables  were  attrac- 
tively decorated  with  tall  vAiite  candles 
and  tiny  nut  baskets  in  pastel  shades. 
Miss  Morgan  was  presented  with  a  corsage  of 


meeting  with  Miss  Haviland  for  four  years,  bink  roses  and  a  blue  jeweled  necklace.  To 


these  was  added  a  gayly  illustrated  booklet 


Landowska's  first  record  of  Bach's  "Well-  designed  by  Miss  Rosemarie  DeSimone.  Appro- 
Ten?)ered  Clavier,"  priate  verses  had  been  written  to  represent 


I 


1 


-6- 


the  eight  years  Miss  Morgan  had  been  at 
Torchester,    The  best  wishes  of  the  staff 
go  with  Miss  Morgan  as  she  takes  up  her 


Japan  and  Korea, 

The  Conmiittee  hopos  that  a  great  many 
members  of  the  staff  and  their  friends  will 


new  duties  as  Branch  Librarian  of  Connolljjbe  present  to  do  honor  to  a  beloved  teacher 


Branch  Library, 


Miss  Marie  Pineo  was  recently  guest  of 
honor  at  a  dinner  party  at  the  Hotel 
Vendome.    The  dinner  was  given  by  hef 
former  colleagues  of  the  North  End  Br£|ncl^ 
Library  on  the  event  of  her  transfer  to 
Bookmobile  II.    Knowing  of  her  wanderlu^-^^ 
they  presented  Miss  Pineo  with  a  red 
leather  traveling  case  in  the  hope  that 
she ^11  find  many  occasions  for  its  use. 

At  the  April  meeting  of  the  Branch  Li- 


and  to  hear  a  Massachusetts  librarian  who 
is  currently  performing  a  distinguished 
service  in  the  profession. 

Dorothy  M,  Lovett 


PRESIDENT'S  NOTES 


This  past  month  has  been  a  comparatively 
quiet  one,  free  of  impending  crises,  etc. 
The  only  matter  of  importance  before  tia  is 
brarians  the  rigid  routine  was  pleasantly  '  the  poll  on  cash  vs.  check.    Results  should 


interrupted  by  a  Dip-and-Dunk  party  in  the 
Women's  Lounge  in  honor  of  the  new  branch 
librarians.    Several  officers  of  the 
Division  of  Home  Reading  Services  joined 
the  branch  librarians  in  this  welcome  to 
their  new  associates.    The  fledgings  were 
warned  that  such  pleasant  interludes  do 
not  happen  at  every  branch  librarians ' 
meeting] U 

Editor's  Note  -  The  above  accounts  of 
parties  for  the  new  appointees  vrere  the 
only  ones  that  were  received  at  the  Edi- 


be  in  by  the  time  this  is3ue  appears  op  the 
stands • 

Wasn't  that  a  clever  idea  the  CARE  Com- 
mittee came  up  with  this  month?    We  hope 
it  stirred  more  than  your  imaginatign. 

Reminder.    Don't  forget  the  Bertha  V, 
Hartgell  Memorial  Lecture.    Not  only  the 
Hartzell  Committee,  but  the  Publicity  and 
Entertainment  Conmitteos  as  well  are  bend- 
j  ing  every  effort  to  m^ke  the  occasion  a 
'success.    Miss  Flora  B.  Ludington,  the 


tor's  desk  before  the  deadline,    Doubtlessl  g^est  speaker,  has  promised  a  fascinating 


there  were  many  more  such  delightful 
gatherings,    Too  bad  they  were  not  all 
sent  in  for  publication, 

BERTHA  V.  HARTZELL  ?EMORIAL  LECTURE 

The  second  Bertha  V.  Hartzell  Memorial 
Lecture  to  be  sponsored  by  the  Boston 
Public  Library  Professional  Staff  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  on  May  2,  19^2  at 
8:30  p.m.  in  the  Lecture  Hall  of  the 
Boston  Public  Library,    Miss  Flora  B, 
Ludington,  librarian  of  the  Willis ton 
Memorial  Library,  Mt  Holyoke  College,  will 
speak  on  Library  Development  and  Inter- 
national Understanding.    Miss  Ludington  is 
at  present  Chairman  of  the  A.L.A.  Commit- 
tee on  InternatiOFial  Relations,  and  served 
from  19Uii-U6  as  Librarian  of  the  United 
States  Information  Service  Library  in 
Bombay,  India.    From  August  to  November  in 
19li8,  she  was  visiting  expert  with  mili- 
tary government  in  the  field  of  informa- 
tion libraries.  Civil  Information  and  Ed- 
ucation Section,  Supreme  Allied  Powers, 


talk  that  will  include  her  library  adven- 
tures in  the  Pacific  Theater  during  the 
War, 

VTe  are  aorry  to  hear  that  many  Associa- 
tion members  misinterpreted  the  position 
taken  by  their  representatives  at  the  meet- 
ing with  the  Trustees  on  payment  by  check. 
We  welcome  all  honest  criticism  of  the 
policies  of  the  Executive  Board,    We  hope 
that  those  who  differ  from  us  on  specific 
issues  will  come  in  full  force  to  the  May 
meeting  and  speak  out  so  that  in  a  demo- 
cratic manner  we  can  clear  the  air, 

HST  had  an  idea  there,  didn't  he? 

E,E.McI)„ 

LITTLE  THEATER  ACTIVITIES 

Dr  Abraham  Krasker's  class  in  Administra- 
tion from  Boston  University,  Division  of 
Audio-Visiial  Aids^  met  in  the  Little  Theater 
on  Friday  afternoon,  March  28,  19^2,  Mrs 
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Muriel  C.  Javelin,  Deputy  Supervisor,  in 
Charge  of  Work  with  Adults,  spoke  to  the 
class  on  The  Administration  of  a  Film  Pro- 
gram in  a  Public  Library. 

BPLEM  ANNIVERSARY  BANQUET 

Helen  Colgan,  Chairman  of  the  Entertain- 
ment Committee,  annomnced  that  final  plans 
have  been  made  for  the  Golden  Anniversary 
of  the  Boston  Pmblic  Library  Employees* 
Benefit  Association, 

There  will  be  a  dinner  dance  in  the 
Louis  XVI  Ballroom  of  the  Hotel  Somerselj 
on  Thursday  Evening,  May  15>  at  7:09  p.m. 

Al  Capp,  well-known  cartoonist,  has 
accepted  an  invitation  to  appear.  Fred 
Allen,  who  is  finishing  a  pictmre  in 
Hollywood,  hopes  to  be  back  by  May  iSf  so 
that  he  may  be  able  to  attend. 

Good  musit,  special  fea-^ures,  and  favors 
for  allj 

Tickelrs,  priced  at  $^,00  per  person,  in- 
clude admission  price,  tax,  gratuity,  and 
special  favors.    They  may  be  purchased 
outright  or  budgeted  by  special  arrange- 
ment with  Frank  Bruno,  Chairman  of  the 
Tickets  Committee, 

Buy  your  tickets  early  for  good  table 
seats,    Designate  whether  or  not  you  pre- 
fer to  sit  with  any  special  friends. 
Let^s  make  this  a  real  B,P,L,  party, 

ELIZABETH  3.  BOUDREAU 
Chairman  of  Publicity  Committee 

NE?f  BOOKS  IN  THE  STAFF  LIBRARY 

Berner,  Elsa  R» 
A  basic  book  collection  for  junior  high 
schools, 

Chicago,  American  Library  Association, 
1950. 

Bryan,  Alice  J, 

The  public  librarian  -  a  report  of  the 

Public  Library  Inquiry, 

N,  _Y,,  Columbia  University,  19^2 

Oilman,  Lawrence 

Orchestral  music j  an  armchair  guide. 
New  York,  Oxford  University  Press,  1951 


Henne,  Frances 

Planning  guide  for  the  high  school  ll«w 
brary  program* 

Chicago,  Arafl»rican  Library  Association, 
1951 

Joint  Committee  of  the  American  Library 
Association,  National  Education  Associa- 
tion. Association  for  Childhood  Education 
(and)  National  Council  of  Teachers  of 
English. 

A  basic  book  collection  for  elementary 
grades,    5th  ed, 

Chicago,  America^  Library  Association, 
1951 

VJalsh,  Edmund  A, 
Total  empire. 
Milwaukee,  Bruce,  1951 

lEPARTJENT  NOTES 

Book  Stack  Service 

Two  ex-members  of  the  Book  Stack  Service 
have  found  many  changes  and  differences  In 
themselves  as  well  as  their  lives  since 
they  have  become  U^cle  Sam's  boys.  We 
were  delighted  to  »€e  S  2/c  Frank  Donovan 
back  in  the  Library  for  a  visit,  March  29, 
but  dismayed  to  hear  of  hiis  bout  with 
pneumonia  since  he's  been  with  the  Mavy, 
Yfe  were  all  glad  t«  hear  he's  well  now  and 
enjoyed  his  Boston  visit  immensely. 

Quite  the  opposite  was  the  news  from 
Robert  Ferris,    Bolj  has  been  made  PFC  al- 
ready, and  believe  it  or  not  he  has  gained 
27  pounds! 

Information  Office 

The  staff  held       informal  dinner  party 
at  thtj  home  of  Miss  Ellzdbeth  B,  Boudreau 
on  Saturday  evening,  March  29 i  in  honor  of 
the  engagement  of  Miss  Mary  E,  Lyons  to 
Mr  Wallace  A,  Herrington.    The  bride-to-be 
was  presented  with  a  lovely  orchid  corsage 
and  a  toast  was  proposed  to  the  couple 's 
future  happiness. 

BRANCH  NOTES 

Mattaoan 

On  April  2,  1952^  Rabbi  Hyman  J,  Routten- 
berg  of  the  Agudal^  Isreal  Congregation 
gave  a  talk  on  the  customs  and  ceremonials 
of  the  Passover  Seder  to  mothers  who  had 
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brought  their  children  to  the  pre-school 
story  hour.    While  the  little  toddlers 
were  in  the  children's  room  hearing  a 
story,  their  mothers  were  being  told  about 
the  symbolism  of  the  Passover  service. 
Flabbi  Routtenberg  had  brought  with  him  an 
unusual  collection  of  Haggadahs,  which  are 
Jevfish  Prayer  Books.    One,  for  example, 
had  come  from  Jerusalem  and  was  intended 
for  children's  use.    It  was  brilliantly 
illustrated  in  color  with  pictures  which 
could  be  made  to  move. 

Actually  the  Rabbi's  appearance  at  the 
Branch  inaugurates  a  series  of  Wednesday 
morning  programs  which  will  be  given  main- 
ly for  those  mothers  whose  children  attend 
the  pre-school  hour.    The  mjority  of  the 
weekly  programs  will  probably  be  done  by 
staff  members  and  will  consist  of  book 
talks.    However,  Rabbi  Routtenberg 's 
appearance  was  so  successful  that  it  is 
hoped  that  guest  speakers  will  form  a 
regular  part  of  the  series'  programs. 

■* 

Miss  Mildred  Kaufman,  Children's  Li- 
brarian, was  very  active  in  Boston  Uni- 
versity's Founders'  Day  Institute  which 
was  held  in  Boston,  March  11  through  13. 
The  Institute's  theme  was  "Brotherhood  in 
Action".    Miss  Kaufman,  as  a  member  of  a 
committee  on  Educational  Institutions 
headed  by  Professor  George  W.  Demeraark, 
compiled  an  annotated  bibliography  of 
over  thirty  pages  of  children's  books 
"useful  for  teaching  human  relations  from 
the  pre-school  years  through  junior  high 
school." 

North  End 

On  Saturday,  April  5,  19^2,  Miss  j 
Jiargaret  Lane  of  the  Memorial  Hall  Librarj^ 
Andover,  Massachusetts,  came  to  the  North] 
End  Library,  -vrith  her  puppet  club  to  see 
the  performance  of  "Pinocchio",  a  marion- 
ette play  in  five  acts.    Miss  Lane's 
group  consisted  of  eight  boys  and  girls 
who  are  members  of  the  Memorial  Hall  Li- 
brary Puppet  Club.    After  the  perf ormance,| 
together  with  the  North  End  Puppeteers,  i 
who  played  hostesses,  they  exchanged  ideas! 
on  puppetry,  properties  and  staging.  Re- 
freshments of  cocoa,  cookies,  and  sand- 
TTiehes  were  served.    Miss  Lane  has  in- 
vited the  North  End  Puppeteers  to  Andover, 
in  the  fall. 

Mrs  Ruth  H,  Viguers  was  the  guest  story- 
teller at  the  March  21  story  hour,  Mrs 
Viguers  is  an  instructor  in  Library 


Science  at  Simmons  College,  Boston,  and 
she  has  worked  in  libraries  in  the  United 
States  and  abroad..    She  told  three  unfa- 
miliar tales  which  captured  completely  the 
attention  of  all  those  present.  At  the  con- 
clusion of  the  stories  one  of  the  children 
presented  to  Jfrs  Viguers,  on  behalf  of  the 
staff,  a  bouquet  of  violets.    Tea  and 
Italian  pastry  were  served. 

■M- 

Roslindale 

On  Friday  evening,  March  21,  Miss  Berna- 
dette  Russell  was  honored  at  a  dinner  and 
bridal  shower  given  by  her  fellow  staff 
members  at  the  home  of  Mrs  Louise  McGurk. 
Miss  Russell  was  the  recipient  of  many 
useful  and  attractive  gifts  ,r 

West  End 

Groups  of  eager  and  enthusiastic  Carapfire 
Girls  from  Reading,  Hingham,  Brighton  and 
other  parts  of  Boston  came  with  their 
leaders  to  the  Library  during  their  k2nd 
Anniversary  Week  of  Jferch  18,  to  demon- 
strate their  crafts  and  to  introduce  their 
organization  to  the  local  children.  Paper- 
bag  puppets,  yam  dolls,  outfits  of  weav- 
ing, lampshades,  and  carvings  were  display- 
ed*   On  one  occasion  the  girls  presented 
"Cinderella"  and  the  "Three  Billy  Goate 
Gruff",  manipulating  the  puppets  by  hand 
to  the  great  delight  of  their  impromptu 
audience.  Besides  the  participation  of  the 
girls  themselves,  exhibits  were  set  up  in 
both  the  Children's  Room  and  Adult  Room 
showing  examples  of  arts  and  crafts  made 
by  the  Campfire  Girls.    Attractive  photo- 
graphs and  posters  picturing  their  camping 
activities  completed  the  graphic  display* 
Photographs  of  the  Carapfire  Girls  at  work 
appeared  in  the  Boston  Traveler,  flaroh-  2h , 
19?2,  and  in    The  Christian  Science  Moni- 
tor, yisLTch  20,  1952. 

Beautiful  multi-colored  stained-glass 
panels  borrowed  from  the  artists,  Messrs. 
Reynolds,  Francis  and  Rohnstock  at  Hay- 
market  Square,  decorated  several  windows 
for  Easter.    Jfeny  paintings  of  original 
designs  used  for  windows  in  chapels  and 
cathedrals  throughout  the  country  were  also 
put  on  display-a    An  especially  intriguing 
case  exhibit  offered  samples  of  the  var- 
ious stages  in  the  execution  on  one  block 
for  a  panel  of  stained  glass  as  well  as 
the  tools  used  in  the  process. 

Passover,  the  Jewish  holiday  of  libera- 
tion, which  this  year  occurs  at  the  same 
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time  as  Easter,  is  noted  by  a  two-fold 
display.    One  case  is  devoted  to  "Hagga- 
dahs'\    These  contain  the  traditional 
story  of  the  holiday  as  handed  down  from 
father  to  son  throughout  the  centuries  of 
Jewish  life.    In  addition,  these  books 
contain  special  prayers  and  poems.  Most 
of  them  are  beautifully  illustrated  by 
famous  artists  of  the  past  and  present. 
The  second  case  tells  the  story  of  Moses, 
who  is  the  central  figure  in  the  Passover 
story.    He  is  seen  as  interpreted  by  the 
great  creative  artists  of  the  world  in 
painting  and  sculpture.    Included  in  this 
exhibit  are  the  literary  works,  mainly 
biography  and  fiction,  devoted  to  this 
great  leader.  j 

An  interesting  result  of  the  Junior  | 
Poetry  Group  experiment  came  as  a  surprise] 
to  J-Iiss  Fanny  Goldstein,  Branch  Librarian,] 
when  she  received  a  copy  of  "Four-Five- 
Six",  Modern  Rhymes  for  Children,  by  ! 
Rosalie  S.  Jacoby,  together  with  the  fol-  j 
lowing  note :  j 
"Dear  Miss  Goldstein: 

I  read  the  article  about  your  work  ini 
introducing  poetry  to  little  children  in  i 
The  Christian  Science  Monitor,  so  I  am  | 
sending  you  a  complimentary  copy  of  my  \ 
little  book,  "Four-Five-Six".  Please  try  ' 
it  on  children  from  three  to  seven*  The  ; 
book  has  been  enthusiastically  received  byj 
various  teachers  and  libraries  and  espe- 
cially by  little  children  themselves.  I  I 
enclose  a  sheet  of  comments  on  the  book.  | 

Yours  sincerely, 

Rosalie  S,  Jacoby 
Los  Angeles,  Calif ornisf 
These  poems  vrere  read  to  a  g  roup  of  chil-  ! 
dren  at  the  regular  Story  Hour  on  March  2-9  • 
The  ages  were  from  three  to  ten  and  the 
children  seemed  to  enjoy  both  the  sub- 
stance and  rhythm  of  the  poems. 

On  Sunday  evening,  March  30,  Rabbi  Hy- 
man  J.  Routtenberg,  spiritual  leader  of 
Congregation  Agudath  Israel,  Dorchester, 
at  a  special  service  marking  the  culmina- 
tion of  a  campaign  to  rejuvenate  the  Jew- 
ish Sabbath,  presented  to  the  Judaica  Col- 
lection of  the  Boston  Public  Library  a 
copy  of  Dr  Abraham  Heschel's  latest  book, 
I'The  Sabbath,  Its  Meaning  for  Modern  Ma.n"»j 
Miss  Fanny  Goldstein,        well-known  for  i 
her  work  in  the  field  of  Judaica,  acceptedj 
the  gift  on  behalf  of  the  Library's  Direc-! 


tor  and  Trustees.    In  her  acceptance  re- 
marks, she  noted  that  this  was  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  Library  that  a 
Boston  Congregation  has  presented  a  book 
to  the  Library. 

Miss  Goldstein  has  been  appointed  one  of 
the  judges  on  a  national  committee  to 
choose  the  best  Jewish  juvenile  publica- 
tion in  1951*    The  award  will  be  made  at 
the  Annual  Jfeeting  of  the  National  Jewish 
Book  Council  of  America  in  New  York  in  May, 
Miss  Goldstein  is  also  serving  as  a  judge 
for  the  essay  contest  of  Bonds  for  Israel, 
being  sponsored  in  Boston  at  this  time, 

SOAP  BOX 

Any  contribution  to  the  Soap  Box  must  be 
accompanied  by  the  full  name  of  the  Asso- 
ciation member  submitting  it,  together 
with  the  name  of  the  Branch  Library,  De- 
partment or  Office  in  which  he  or  she  is 
employed.    The  name  is  withheld  from  pub- 
lication, or  a  pen  name  used,  if  the  con- 
tributor 30  requests©    Anonymous  contribu- 
tions are  not  given  consideration.  The 
author  of  the  article  is  known  only  to  the 
contributor  and  to  the  Editor-in-Chief, 
The  contents  of  articles  appearing  in  the 
Soap  Box  are  personal  opinions  expressed 
by'  individual  Association  members  and  their 
appearance  does  not  necessarily  indicate 
that  the  Publications  Committee  and  the 
Association  are  in  agreement  with  the  views 
expressedo 


To  the  Editor: 

If,  under  the  present  "point  system", 
it  is  necessary  to  dip  down  to  the  bottom 
of  the  barrel  to  find  eligible  candidate <4, 
as  was  done  in  certain  of  the  recent 
appointments,  then  it  is  time  v;e  had  a 
better  system.    Something  more  than  ^ointe" 
is  required,  as  most  of  us  have  known  all 
along. 

Discouraged. 


Dear  Editor: 

The  recent  appointments  with  their 
accompanying  apparent  inconsistencies  have 
provoked  much  discussion  of  the  "point 
system"  of  determining  eligibility.  If 
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first  assistants  and  children's  librarians 
with  long  successful  records,  are  to  be 
overlooked  in  favor  of  candidates  vdth  more 
points ,  but  no  record  of  accomplishment, 
either  personal  or  professional,  certainly 
the  Library  is  not  getting  the  best  avail- 
able people,  which  should  be  the  goal. 
What  possible  justification  can  there  be 
for  elevating  to  the  position  of  Branch 
Librarian  a  person  who  has  been  unsuccess- 
ful in  less  responsible  positions?  Cer- 
tainly personality,  ability  to  urork  well 
with  other  people,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
public,  are  far  more  important  in  the  long 
run  than  mere  "points". 

Disenchanted 

The  Puzzle  of  the  Points 

Mathematics  was  never  ray  strong  point 
and  I  am  no  puzzle  fan,  so  no  doubt,  I  am 
pretty  stupid  about  the  points  which  led 
to  the  recent  appointments  for  branch  li- 
brarians.   Most  of  them  v/ere  a  fine  selec- 
tion of  outstanding  women  who  have  a  defi- 
nite contribution  to  make  to  librarianshipj 
but  some  are  frankly  a  puzzle.    I  can't 
make  out  the  «xyz"  of  it. 

If  X  has  twenty-five  years  of  experience) 
three  of  which  have  been  as  first  assis- 
tant, a  certificate  from  the  Training 
Class  and  many  Extension  courses^  j 

If  y  has  two  college  degrees,  seventeen 
years  of  experience,  ten  of  which  have 
been  as  a  titular  assistant. 

If  z  has  done  outstanding,  creative  work 
with  children,  has  executive  and  teaching 
experience  outside  the  library,  two  col-  -j 
lege  degrees  but  has  had  only  ten  years  of 1 
library  experience  although  for  nearly  six| 
of  these  she  has  been  in  charge  of  a  chil- 
dren's room^ 

^iVhich  points  add  up  to  the  best  brancn 
librarian?    Education,  plus  outstanding 
experience,  plus  a  pleasing  personality; 
or  length  of  service  with  little  perti- 
nent experience?    It's  a  perplexing  point,. 
The  right  points  must  be  evaluated  and 
the  problem  correctly  s  olved  or  the  pub- 
li';-  the  staff  ard  the  administration 
wiiJ.  suffer.    Once  an  appointment  is  made 
fcr  better  or  for  worse it  is  "A  POINT 
OF  NO  RETURN" . 

D  F,N. 


Ad  Astra  Per  Aspirin 

Oh,  virtue  is  it's  own  renard 
Or  so  it  has  been  said; 
And  those  who  work  the  hardest 
Are  sure  to  get  ahead. 

This  simple  rule  I  have  observed 
But  Fate  has  been  resistant; 
Others,  less  strict,  have  forged  ahead 
IIThile  I^m  still  First  Assistant » 

Dear  Soap  Box  Editor: 

Most  sincere  congratulations  to  the 
nine  brand  new  Branch  Librarians i  And 
equally  sincere  condolences  and  sympathy 
to  those  in  the  Division  of  Reference  and 
Research  Services  who  have  the  same  back- 
ground of  examinations,  work  capacity, 
education  and  experience  as  the  nine,  but 
who  s-.ill  lack  the  salary,  that  recogni- 
tion^ and  that  higher  pension,  simply  be- 
cause the  examination  system  above  Step  III 
in  that  Division  limits  promotion  to  one 
or  two  departments  instead  of  many  branches 
several  departments  and  two  bookmobiles. 

To  the  Soap  Box  Editor: 

The  letter  in  The  Question  Mark  for 
March  describing  the  "plight  of  the  first 
assistant  in  branches"  deserves  careful 
consideration  by  the  professional  staff. 
The  responsibilities  of  the  first  assis- 
tant and  the  second  assistant;  as  the 
writer  pointed  out,  do  vary  considerably. 
The  present  $200  differential  does  not 
compensate  for  these  added  responsibilities 
If  the  maximum  level  of  the  first  assis- 
tant were  raised  to  a  more  equitable  fig- 
ure^ (now  $700  less  than  Branch  Librarian) 
this  would  in  a  measure  remedy  the  situa-  • 
tion, 

A  Branch  Librarian 
* 

To  the  Soap  Box  Editor: 

■.    I  would  like  to  add  a  supporting  word 
to  the  letter  which  appeared  in  the  March 
issue  of  The  Question  Mark  in  reference  to 
the  adjustment  of  salary  for  a  First  Assis- 


mu- 


tant ^  ,  Editorial  Board  to  interpt'et  the  meanings 

The  First  Assistant  receives  i^kOO  more    \  of  the  letters,  be  they  wrong  or  right* 
per  annum  than  an  Assistant  3rd  step  leveli 

jnet  there  is  a  very  great  difference  in     |  * 
the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  twoi 


positions;  the  duties  of  the  Departisent 
chief  or  Branch  Librarian  and  the  First 
Assistant  are  more  closely  related  sine© 
in  the  various  absences  of  the  Department 
head  the  First  Assistant  assuiaes  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  posi« 


Dear  Editor: 


To  Soap  Box  Editors 

The  current  furor  over  payment  of 
salaries  by  check  appears  to  many  members 
of  the  staff  to  be  a  tempest  in  a  teapot* 
Although  it  ms  understandably  regrettable 
tion,  yet  the  salary  gap  of  $700  is  almost]  that  announcement  could  not  have  been  made 
tyrice  the  amount  that  which  exists  between!  in  advance  of  the  change  of  procedure,  to 
the  Assistant,  3rd  step  level  and  the         ,  many  of  us  payment  by  check  represents  a 
First  Assistant.  j  great  improvement  over  the  former  time  con- 

It  seems  reasonable  to  ask  the  question  I sumingj  hazardous  system.    Offsetting  the 
"on  what  basis  has  the  scale  of  salaries    j minor  inconvenience  of  cashing  a  check  are 
been  planned"  and  if  a  more  equalized  rate 'the  advantages  of  freeing  numbers  of  staff 
could  be  arrived  at  between  the  levels  of  jrpQisbesfS  of  the  responsibility  of  collecting 
Department  head  and  First  Assistant?  .pays  for  fellow  employees,  the  hazards  in- 

volved in  holding  in  branch  libraries  size- 
able Sims  of  money  at  regular^  readily 
recogni«ad  times  (vide  the  newspapers  to 
j recognize  this  rick),  the  man  hours  spent 
[Standing  in  pay  lines  and  recording  and 
I  wonder  if  it  might  b«  possible  to    I  depositing  in  the  safe  the  pays  of  absent 
ask  those  members  who  contribute  regularly! staff  menibers,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
or  at  their  pleasure  to  the  coluaiis  of  The ■ generally  more  business-like  procedure 
Question  Mgrk  to  bear  in  mi;nd  that  while'   : which  is  prevalent  in  other  libraries  as 
no  6n9  would  wish  to  question  the  inherent 'well  af  in  business  and  industry.* 
right  of  any  member  to  speak  his  or  her      j    To  have  mde  so  Mnor  a  matter,  (design- 
mind  on  any  point  there  is  also  to  be  con- led  primarily  to  safeguard  employees  from 
sidered  in  such  matters  the  correlative      jsuch  occurrences  as  the  safe  robbery  of 
responsibility,  indeed  obligation,  on  the  ; several  years  ago)  the  occasion  of  repre- 
part  of  the  contributor  that  complete  and  i sentation  from  the  Staff  Association  to 
accurate  statements  be  made  as  such  may  bejthe  Trustees  seems  to  some  B.P.L.P.SiA^ 
possible  in  the  light  of  known  or  verifi-  i members  a  distortion  of  values  e.  Granted 
abl«  factfift  .that  occasional  or  even  regular  meetings 

This  obligation,  it  seems  to  the  writer^'of  Association  Representatives  with  the 
ha.s  validity  equal  to  that  of  the  principle  Trustees  are  desirable,  particularly  since 
of  free  speeoho,  no  such  representation  hits  b«en  made  in 

To  this  member  it  does  seen  that  the       'recent  years,  there  are  certainly  matters 
telusais  of  yv»  %a»iieii  ISbltV  are  net  the    :«f  ii»re  vital  inpejptaiace  affectiag  staff 
appropriate  place  in  uriiich  to  give  curren- '  mos:ale  which  might  have  had  precedence 
ey  to  rrimor,  when  the  facts  are  ascert-ain-»|over  a  matter  which  in  the  final  analysis 
able  at  will;  that  readers  of  The  Question ; might  properly  be  considered  a  purely  ad- 
Mark  are  entitled  to  a  temperate  presenta-'ministrative  one.    Before  such  further  in-» 
tion  of  a  situation  without  resort  to         'discriminate  representation  is  resorted  to 
questionable  rhetorical  devices;  and  that    let  us  have  discussion  of  the  general  ques- 
it  is  incumbent  upon  all  contributors /  and; tion  at  the  next  business  meeting  and  de- 
cide as  a  membership  whether,  and  to  what 
extent,  and  in  what  areas  such  representa- 
tion should  be  authorized. 


the  Editorial  Board^  to  make  certain  that 
the  attitudes  and  opinions  of  a  few,  how- 
ever active  and  vocal,  are  not  presented 
in  such  a  way  as  to  seem  to  represent  the 
entire  membership. 


A  Worm's  Eye  View 


Editor's  Note;  The  Soap  Box  is  a  reflec- 
tion of  the  attiitudes  and  opinions  of  its 
contributors, .  No  attempt  is  made  by  the 
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Dear  Editor: 


In  defense  of  checks  we  in  our  branch 
are  very  satisfied  with  the  system.  It  is 
efficient  and  safe  in  branches  where  there 
is  often  one  assistant  at  the  desk  and  j 

several  disreputable  looking  people  sit-    | Dear  Soap  Box  Editor: 
ting  in  the  adult  room  vihen  the  paymaster 
arrives.    No  branch  is  so  far  from  a  bank 
or  shop  where  the  staff  is  well  known  that 
any  one  is  inconvenienced.    However,  it 
would  be  better  still  if  the  checks  could 
cone  on  Thursday, 

Let's  not  go  back  to  the  old  system. 


lasts  the  week.    I  was  unable  to  ea%  as 
well  as  I  would  have  liked  that  particular 
weekend J ) 


Satisfied. 


Dear  Soap  Box  Editor: 

Orchids  to  the  Administration  for  in- 
stalling the  check  payment  system  in  place 
of  the  antiquated  standing-f or-hours  tor- 
turej    It  saves  not  only  foot  wook,  but 
time,  which  can  be  devoted  to  more  impor- 
tant library  affairs.    There  is  no  worry  ; 
in  the  open  departments  about  whether  '  I 
there  will  be  enough  staff  on  hand  to  give 
adequate  service  to  the  public  and  also 
collect  the  pay  if  the  paymaster  runs  intoi 
our  lunch  hours,  nor  is  there  any  uncer-  [ 
tainty  concerning  the  safety  of  cash  in  a  i 
desk  drawer  for  an  hour  or  two  until  the 
night  staff  comes  in.    Time  in  having  pay  ' 
slips  signed  in  advance,  apportioning  the  ; 
slips  evenly  among  those  on  hand  to  col-  ' 
lect,  getting  them  witnessed,  etc.,  is  ^ 
also  saved*    We  know  now  how  much  is  taken ( 
out  for  bonds,  pension,  tax,  etc.,  each  • 
■week.    Many  of  us  never  knew  before  since  j 
we  never  -were  in  to  collect  our  own  pay.  \ 
I  can  ask  the  bank  to  give  me  bills  of  the 
denomination  I  need  instead  of  having  to  ' 
take  what  comes.    There  is  hope  that  I  may 
not  have  to  report  in  person  now,  on  my 
mornings  off  before  leaving  on  vacation,  ' 
to  collect  my  own  vacation  pay. 

My  one  plea  is  that  we  might  have  the 
checks  in  time  for  lunch-time  cashing  on  i 
Thursday,  so  that  those  vriio  do  not  come  in| 
on  Friday  might  cash  their  checks  without  ; 
paying  for  it  in  the  neighborhood  banks.  ; 
(Or  be  in  my  position  in  an  emergency... 
yihen  I  was  ill  on  Friday  and  on  Saturday 
could  not  cash  my  check  in  any  of  the 
neighborhood  stores «    Perhaps  I  should 
have  been  more  thrifty,  but  mny  of  us 
find  that  a  week's  pay  these  days  barely  , 


Query  to  the  Administration.    Is  it 
entirely  necessary  that  departments  be 
moved  at  the  present  time  and  then  again 
when  the  new  building  opens?    It  would 
seem  double  effort,  double  trouble  to  the 
public,  and  a  waste  of  money  better  spent 
on  other  things,  since  quarters  done  over 
for  one  department  would  almost  certainly 
have  to  be  torn  apart  and  done  over  again 
for  another  with  entirely  different  neede. 
Would  it  not  be  better  to  leave  those  de- 
partments which  are  to  go  into  the  "new 
building"  alone,  until  the  new  building  is 
ready  for  them?    And  is  it  necessary  to 
open  new  departments  before  that  time? 
Since  the  library  has  functioned  reasonably 
woll  without  them  all  these  years,  it 
too  much  to  ask  that  the  library  delay  the 
few  more  years  until  we  move? 


Dear  Soap  Box  Editor: 

Brief  comment.    I  wonder  what  members 
of  the  public  think  of  expensive  new  dis- 
play cases  in  corridors  when  they  must  use 
departments  with  antique  lighting  and  near- 
ly antique  books? 


Dear  Soap  Box: 

A  hint  to  the  wise  is  sufficient J 
This  quotation  has  become  hackneyed,  but 
so  have  both  the  complaints  and  sugges- 
tions that  habitually  fill  the  Soap  Box 
and  the  response  which  these  complaints 
receive.    There  are  very  few  letters  to 
this  column  that  do  not  have  one  thing  in 
common:    criticism  of  the  administration 
of  the  library.    Almost  invariably  this 
criticism  is  not  of  new  ideas  or  policies 
as  such,  but  of  the  inconsistencies  with 
which  new  policies  are  put  into  effect. 

According  to  the  Director,  the  Soap  Box 
is  a  healthy  outlet  for  the  steam  we  often 
want  to  let  off,  and  it  gives  the  Adminis- 
tration an  inkling  of  our  feelings  on  var- 
ious matters*    But  do  the  administrators 
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really  analyze  these  suggestions,  or  do  i 
they  just  skim  through  them  each  month  j 
tn  8-36  what  else  is  griping  the  gremlins? 

Having  worked  elsewhere,  1  appreciate 
the  Boston  Public  Library  as  only  one  who 
has  worked  somewhere  else  can  appreciate 
it.    Nevertheless,  I  wholeheartedly  agree 
Trith  some  of  the  letterwr iters  in  the  Soaj^ 
Box.    Moreover,  when  definite  discrepan- 
cies are  pointed  out  fairly  and  squarely, 
I  do  not  see  vhy  owning  up  to  them  is  such 
a  difficult  natter  or  why  those  respon- 
sible for  them  should  not  be  more  con- 
science-striken than  they  are.    Yet  these 
letters  of  criticism  are  invariably  met  by 
one  of  three  attitudes:    1.  The  Adminis- 
tration could  not  be  wrong;  2,  The  Admin-  ; 
istration  chooses  to  ignore  the  criticism  i 
(most  frequent  attitude) j  3«  The  Adminis-  | 
tration  admits  that  the  criticism  is  jus-  ! 
tified  -  but  with  such  an  air  of  conde- 

I 

scension  that  the  situation  is  only  aggra- 
vated. 

Administrative  policies  work  both  ways  - 
for  the  employer  and  the  employee.  It 
should  be  a  matter  of  conscience  for  both  • 
groups  to  adhere  to  them.  Remembering 
that  the  Director  cannot  handle  every  de-  i 
tail  in  policy  administration,  may  I  sug-  , 
gest  that  whoever  does  handle  a  particular} 
detail  should  try  to  see  it  carried    -  ^ 
through  to  the  letter  of  the  law?  Perhapsj 
if  the  Administration  would  put  more  j 
initial  study  into  new  policies,  they 
could  make  rules  that  would  hold,    A  hint 
to  the  wise  is  sufficient]  i 

I 

An  interested  observer! 


The  Stack  Girl's  Lament 

There's  many  a  change  in  the  Book  Stack 

But  not  in  the  personnel. 

Each  day  we  see  many  new  faces 

In  positions  we'd  fill  just  asvell. 

But  the  stack  girls  are  waiting  and  wait- 
ing 

And  doing  our  work  as  we  must 

While  strangers  are  hired  and  transferred 

Each  day  we  go  "back  to  the  dust"« 

No  value  is  set  on  our  training 
Though  many  have  worked  here  for  years* 
And  we  hear  that  the  newest  employees 
Are  often  considered  our  peers* 


When  openings  come  in  departments 
Some  have  been  interviewed  it  is  true 
But  somehow  Vie  feel  it  only  a  gesture 
Since  none  of  them  ever  came  through* 


Dear  Soap  Box  Editor: 

The  new  "Five  Day  Week"  law  is  very 
unfair  and  undemocratic.    Personnel  earn- 
ing $U000  or  more  can  arrange  to  still 
work  their  seven  hour  day  and  exempt  them- 
selves from  working  on  Saturday,  Person- 
nel earning  less  than  $liOOO  must  work  on 
Saturday  and  take  a  whole  day  off.  This 
means  that  the  underprivileged  must  work 
three  -  eight  hour  days.    This  seems  to  be 
the  interpretation  of  the  new  law  at  my 
branch.    Let's  hear  some  comments  on  this 
matter. 


To  one  of  the  baffled  employees; 

Your  "open  letter  to  Mr  Lord"  in  the 
March  19$2  issue  of  The  Question  Mark  is 
being  answered  by  the  undersigned  as  Super- 
visor of  Personnel  since  it  has  to  do  with 
the  application  of  policy  in  the  making  of 
promotional  appointments  rather  than  the 
formulation  of  the  policy. 

It  is  believed  that  the  establishing  of 
the  list  of  eligible  candidates  and  the 
evaluation  of  these  individToa.ls  in  connec- 
tion wi.th  the  recent  promotional  appoint- 
ments -jc  the  pooitions  of  (l)  First  Assis- 
tant in  the  General  Reference  Departra-^^-nt 
and  (2)  Ccxtaloger  and  Claasiflsr  in  the 
Cataloging  and  Classification  Dopartment 
were  carried  out  in  each  instaace  on  a 
uniform  basis y  and  not  on  a  ba3is  of  vary- 
ing interpretations  as  stated  in  your 
letter. 

It  must  be  made  certain  that  individuals 
are  considered  for  promotion  in  terms  of 
the  positive  experience  which  they  bring 
to  the  positions  in  question  irrespective 
of  whether  the  individual  candidates  come 
from  the  Division  of  Reference  and  Re- 
search Services  or  the  Division  of  Homo 
Reading  and  Community  Services. 

Up  through  19^0  the  statements  of  Mini- 
mum Qualifications  were  general  in  pre- 
sentation; and  accordingly  demonstrated 
experience  in  the  particular  library 
activity  or  field  was  found  to  be  given 
inadequate  consideration.    In  195l>  there- 
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fore,  the  Minimum  Qualifications  were  made 
more  specific  in  this  direction,  more 
descriptive  of  the  type  of  experience  es- 
sential to  the  position,  and  the  phrase 
end  the  possession  of  experience  in  the 
etc«  -was  added  to  the  Minimum  Qualifica-' 
ti6ns  in  each  instance* 

Although  this  provision  eliminated,  as 
was  stated,  certain  candidates  from  con- 
sideration, those  eliminated  represented 
individuals  who  lacked  positive  experience 
pertinent  to  the  position  in  question* 

EliBabeth  L,  Wright 
Supervisor  of  Personnel 


LATE  FLASH! 

Bookmobiles  Have  a  Home  at  Last 

Congratulations  to  the  staffs  of  the  two 
Bookmobiles.    They  have  an  office  -  or  at 
least  an  "interim"  office  with  beautiful 
colonial  turquoise  walls,  fluorescent 
lighting,  and  space  to  crow  in.    And  where 
are  these  spacious  quarters?    That's  the 
secret*    Here's  a  clue  -  and  then  you're 
on  your  own.    From  the  Blagden  Street  door 
head  for  the  Office  of  the  Division  of 
Home  Reading  and  Community  Services.  At 
the  head  of  the  first  flight  of  stairs, 
change  your  mind  and  turn  right,  turn 
right,  turn  right,  turn  left;  head  for 
Book  Purchasing  Department*    Just  before 
you  get  there,  change  your  mind*  Turn 
right,  turn  left,  turn  right  -  oh,  well, 
after  all,  you  didn't  really  want  to  see 
the  new  quarters,  or  did  you?    Well,  keep 
going  -  and  there  you  are.    Tea  served 
every  afternoon  at  four? 


TESTIMONIAL  DINNER 

m  AND  MRS  FRANCIS  B.  MASTERSON 

On  Tuesday,  April  29th,  at  7  P#  M,,  a 
testimonial  dinner  will  be  given  in  honor 
of  Mr  and  Mrs  Francis  B,  Masterson*  Mr 
Masterson  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Library  from  19li5-195l» 
The  dinner  will  be  held  in  the  Monaco  Room 
of  the  Hotel  Lenox, 


Tickets  are 
gratuities* 


,00  each  including  all 


Chester  A*  Fazakas,  Chairman 

Max  Anapolle 

Ifery  A,  Blute 

Katherine  J*  Collins 

Joseph  A*  Crowley 

Bessie  L*  Doherty 

Evelyn  G*  Green 

Patrick  A*  Kennedjr 

Delia  A*  Leor.ard 

Cecilia  M*  McCarthy 

Patrick  0*  LSurtagh 

Palmira  Piciulo 

Charles  D*  Povah 

Abraham  Snyder 


HOT  SHOT  OR  BIG  BUSINESS  TERMNOLOGY 

As  a  potential  big  gun  in  Air  Force  Administration  or  Comptrollers hip,  or  as 
a  future  Financial  or  Business  Genius,  it  is  important  that  you  master  the 
language  of  the  upoer  strata  of  Hot  Shot  Executives »    A  few  samples  follow: 

1«  A  program:    Any  assignment  that  cannot  be  completed  by  one  telephone  call* 

2.  To  expedite:    To  compound  confusion  with  oommotion. 

3»  Channels:    The  trail  left  by  Inter-Office  memos, 

U»  Coordinator:    The  guy  that  has  a  desk  between  two  expediters, 

5,  Consultant:    (or  Expert):    Any  ordinary  guy  ^0  miles  from  home, 

6»  To  activate:    To  make  carbons  and  add  more  names  to  the  memo* 

?•  To  Implement  a  Program:    Hire  more  people  and  expand  the  office. 

8.  Under  consideration:    Never  heard  of  it. 

9»  Under  active  consideration:    We  are  looking  in  the  files  for  it» 

10«  A  Meeting:    Ifess  mulling  by  the  master  minds, 

11,  A  Conference:    A  place  where  conversation  is  substituted  for  the  dreariness 

of  labor  and  the  loneliness  of  thought, 

12,  To  Negotiate:    To  seek  a  meeting  of  minds  without  a  knocking  together  of 

heads • 

13*    Re-orientation:    Getting  used  to  working  again, 

111*    A  Clarification:    To  fill  in  the  background  with  so  many  details  that  tho 

foreground  goes  underground, 

15.  We  are  making  a  survey:    We  need  more  time  to  think  of  an  answer. 

16,  Note  and  Initial:    Let's  spread  the  responsibility  for  this, 
!?•    See  me,  or  Let's  discuss:    Come  down  to  my  office,  I'm  lonesome, 

18,  Let's  get  together  on  this:    I'm  assuming  you  are  as  confused  as  I, 

19,  Give  us  the  Benefit  of  Your  Present  Thinking:    We'll  listen  to  what  you 

have  to  say  as  long  as  it  doesn't  interfere  with  what  we've 
decided  to  do, 

20,  Reliable  source:    The  guy  you  just  met, 

21,  Informed  source:    The  guy  who  told  the  guy  you  just  met, 

22,  Unimpeachable  source:    The  guy  who  started  the  rumor  originally© 

Editor's  Note:  These  gems  have  been  going  the  rounds  in several  local  publications. 
Thought  you  might  like  to  share  the  fun. 
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FLORA  B.  LUDINGTON 

Librarian  of  the  Williaton  Memorial  Lilrrary 
Mount  Holj'oke  College,  South  Hadley,  Nhasachusetts 

FRIDAY  •  MAY        1952    AT   8:30  P.M. 
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EDITOR'S  CORNER 

Many  months  ago,  when  the  Boston  Public 
Library  was  first  feeling  the  effects  of 
TV,  "The  Question  liark"  had  an  editorial 
directed  toward  youJ    In  effect  it  asked 
for  suggestions  on  "What  to  do  about  it." 
Nothing  happened.    Since  that  time  people 
have  learned  to  live  with  TV  and  on  rare  I 
occasion  without  it.    In  the  minds  of 
educators  and  librarians,  however,  its 
onnipresence  is  still  considered  a  threat 
to  our  would-be  readers.    There  is  still  a 
"what  to  do  about  it"  question.    Among  the 
staff  members  there  must  be  at  leaet  a  few 
very  good  suggestions  on  either  joining 
forces  with  the  enemy,  as  was  done  last 
summer  with  the  Children's  Summer  Reading 
Club,  or  otherwise  combating  it.    Why  not 
let  U8  hear  from  you  on  the  subject. 

H.M.P, 


RETCTNDER 

ITtPORTANT 
B.P.L.P.S.A.  Business  Meeting 

May  23,  1952 
9  A.  M.  Lecture  Hall 


PERSONAL  NOTES 
New  Staff  Members 


ItLss  Joan  V.  Custin,  Dorchester  Branch 
Library. 

Mr  Daniel  ¥♦  Kelly,  Jr.,  Audio-Visual 
Center. 

Transfer 


Mary  J.  Littlefield,  from  Tyler  Street 
Reading  Room  to  West  End  Branch  Library. 

Engagements 

Miss  G.  Elizabeth  Fitzgerald,  Tyler 
Street  Reading  Room^  to  Lawrence  C,  Howard, 
of  Des  Moines,  Iowa.    Mr  Howard  is  a  grad- 
uate student  at  Harvard  University. 

Miss  Ifery  T.  Kenney,  Personnel  Office, 
to  Pvt.  Richard  J.  MoNamee,  United  States 
Army. 

« 

Miss  Barbara  Rogovin,  Book  Stack  Service, 
to  Ik'  James  Gray,  Providence,  Rhode  Island* 
Jfr  Gray  is  a  senior  at  Boston  University. 
They  plan  to  marry  late  in  June. 

Military  Service 

David  T,  Sheehan,  Book  Stack  Service,  to 
enter  the  United  States  Army. 


Mr  Charles  Hanson  entered  tho  Air  Force 
on  Friday  April  11,  1952.  He  is  stationed 
at  Sampson  Air  Force  Base,  Geneva,  New  York. 


Resignations 


guard,    receives  a  transfer* 


lirs  Anne  H,  Brickley,  Bookmobile  II,  to 
live  in  Schenectady,  New  York, 

Miss  Barbara  M,  Dydek,  Print  Department^ 
to  be  mrried  and  live  in  Virginia, 


On  Saturday  evening.  May  10,  Mrs  Mary 
INagle,  Mrs  Alice  Chisholra,  and  Mrs  Mildred 


-Irs  Patricia  M,  Egan,  Washington  VillagflConlon  gave  a  bridal  shower  at  lUrs  Nagle's 
Branch  Library,  to  remain  at  home,  jhome  in  Dorchester  for  Miss  Edith  Sliney, 

Miss  Marjorie  A,  McGee,  I^morial  Branch  |Office  of  Records,  Files,  Statisticso  The 
Library,  to  be  married, 

Mrs  Eileen  W.  McGillicuddy,  Book  Pur- 
chasing Department,  to  live  in  North 
Carolina, 


WEDDINGS  AND  SHOT/ERS 


On  April  19,  at  11  o'clock,  in  the 
Church  of  St,  Bede,  Williamsburg,  Miss 
Barbara  M,  Dydek,  formerly  of  the  Print 
Department,  became  the  bride  of  Norman 
Balderston  Toralinson,  of  Morristown,  New 
Jersey,  in  a  double  ring  ceremony.  The 
bride  wore  a  beige  faille  suit  trimmed 
with  black  velvet,  a  matching  sailor  hat, 
and  carried  white  daisies,    JJliss  Dorothea  I 
Dydek,  sister  of  the  bride,  wore  a  blue  j 
plaid  wool  suit  trimmed  with  black  velvety 
a  white  straw  hat,  and  carried  yellow 
daisies.    Following  a  wedding  luncheon  at 
the  Williamsburg  Inn,  the  couple  left  for 
a  v/edding  trip  to  Richmond,  Tomlinson, 
in  the  U.S.  Army^is  stationed  at  Fort 
Eustis,  Virginia,    The  couple  are  living 
in  Williamsburg, 


I  bride-to-be  received  many  beautiful  and 
useful  gifts  from  her  library  friends.  The 
party  had  been  kept  a  secret,  and  Miss 
Sliney  was  completely  surprised.  The 
hostesses  served  delicious  sandwiches, 
cookies,  cakes,  and  coffee,  and  the  center 
of  the  table  was  resplendent  with  a  huge, 
decorated,  shower  cake  provided  by  Miss 
Sarah  M,  Usher,    Light  blue  and  yellow  v/ere 
the  colors  used  in  the  decorations.  The 
guests  were  delighted  to  be  given  blue 
paper  napkins  and  match  folders  which  had 
been  printed  in  silver  with  Miss  Sliney 
name  and  the  date  of  the  party, 

R*S  «C , 


At  hsCO  p,m,  on  Sunday,  April  20,  Miss 
Mary  E,  Lyons  of  the  Information  Office 
became  the  bride  of  Mr  VJallace  A,  Herring 
ton  of  New  York  at  the  Star  of  the  Sea 
Church  in  East  Boston,    The  bride  wore  a 
ballerina-length  lace  gown  and  lace  cap 
with  finger-tip  veil.    She  carried  a 
white  prayer  book  and  orchid  corsage  with 
stephanotis  streamers. 

The  bride's  sister  Martha^  as  maid  of 
honor,  wore  a  govm  of  blue  tafetta  and 
aet  and  carried  pink  roses,    A  crown  of 
pink  roses  formed  her  headdress. 

After  the  reception,  vAiich-vas  held  at 
the  Paul  Roger  House  in  Revere,  the 
couple  left  for  a  week's  honeymoon  In  New 
York  City, 

Ht  and  Hrs  Herrington  vfill  make  their 
home  in  Boston  until  llfr  Herrington,  who 
Is  a  member  of  the  United  States  Coast- 


STORK  EVENTS 

Mr  and  Mrs  Ben  Lacy   announce  the  birth 
of  a  son,  on  tky  7,  1952,    Ifrs  Lacy  was 
formerly  an  assistant  in  the  Rare  Book 
Department, 


yir  and  Mrs  V/illiam  Carley  are  happy  to 
announce  the  birth  of  a  daughter,  Christine 
on  April  9,    Ifrs  Carley  (Helen  Maguire)  was 
formerly  an  assistant  in  Book  Stack  Service 


Mr  and  lira  James  Kearney  announce  the 
birth  of  a  daughter,  Anne,  on  April  19, 
19^2  o    Mrs  Kea,rney  was  formerly  Anne 
Connors,  an  assistant  working  ivith  chiidrei.' 
Young  Anne  weighed  8  lb.  Ih  oz,  at  brroli. 
According  to  her  parents  she  is  "the  mot't 
beautiful  baby  ever  born«"    The  feeling 
seems  to  be  mutual,  for  baby  Anne  seems  to 
be  very  happy  in  her  choice  of  parents. 


>3- 


BON  VOYAGE 

Miss  Frances  C,  Lepie,  Branch  Librarian, 
Mt.  Bowdoin  Branch  Library,  leaves  the 
last  of  this  month  for  a  tour  through  parti 
of  France,  Israel,  Greece  and  Italy* 


Miss  Margaret  A,  Morgan,  Branch  Librar- 
ian, Connolly  Branch  Library,  with  her 
mother,  her  aunt  and  another  friend  leaves 
June  29  to  visit  the  Scandinavian  coun- 
tries, the  Netherlands,  France^  A  motoring 
trip  through  England  and  Scotland  is  also 
included  in  the  travel  plans. 


Miss  Gilda  0,  Rosetti,  Kirstein  Business 
Branch,  sails  May  l6th  on  the  lie  de  France 
for  Germany  to  visit  her  brother  who  is 
stationed  there  in  Heidelberg  with  the 
American  Army  of  Occupation,  Control  In- 
telligence.   From  there.  Miss  Rossetti 
will  visit  Paris  and  with  her  brother  and 
his  family,  motor  to  Italy  yrtiere  they  will 
visit  relatives  in  Rome  and  Naples,  While 
in  Rome,  she  expects  to  have  an  audience 
with  the  Pope.    Svritzerland  and  Austria 
are  to  be  included  in  their  motor  trip. 


On  Saturday,  May  10,  19$2,  at  300  in  the 
afternoon,  Miss  Elizabeth  C,  Hershey,  for- 
merly a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Person- 
nel Office >  was  married  to  Mr  Ben  Watson 
J.felvin,  Jr»,  at  Kennet  Square,  Pennsylvania, 
The  ceremony  was  held  in  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  the  Advent  and  the  reception  im- 
mediately followed  in  the  garden  of  her 
parents'  home  in  Kennett  Square  with  ap- 
proximately UOO  guests  attending. 

5frs  Melvin  was  a  very  lovely  bride  in 
creamy  satin  and  lace  with  a  finger-tip 
length  veil.    She  carried  a  white  orchid 
surrounded  by  lilid»  of  the  valley.  Her 
three  attendants  wore  apple  green  tulle 
gowns  -vrith  picture  hats  to  match  and  car- 
ried small  woven  reed  hoops  entwined  ydth 
baby  orchids.    Mr  Melvin 's  niece  and  nephew 
were  flower  girl  and  ring  bearer*    Mr  and 
Mrs  Melvin  will  live  in  Seaford,  Delaware • 


MRS  WALL  ENTERTAINED 


C.M.MoD. 


Among  the  many  friends  at  Logan  Inter- 
national Airport  on  Jiay  9,  to  bid  "bon 
voyage"  to  Mr  Patrick  F,  McDonald  and  his 
sister,  ?iiss  Mary  McDonald^  were  Mr  Milton 
E.  Lord  and  Mr  John  J,  Connolly.    Mr  and 
Miss  McDonald  left  on  a  three  months'  trip 
to  Europe.    They  expect  to  visit  Ireland, 
Scotland,  Sweden,  France,  Italy,  and 
Portugal. 

ALUMNAE  NOTES 

Mr  and  Mrs  Harold  Donaghue  recently  re- 
turned from  a  visit  to  Florida  where  they 
were  guests  at  the  Roney  Plaza  Hotel, 
Miami  Beach,    Urs  Donaghue  was  formerly 
Miss  Margaret  A.  Calnan,  Branch  Librarian, 
Connolly  Branch  Library, 


The  Cleaning  Women  held  a  banquet  last 
Saturday  night,  May  10,  at  Blinstrub's 
Village  to  celebrate  the  appointment  of 
Mrs  Louise  Wall  to  the  position  of  Assis- 
tant Housekeeper,    ISrs  Wall  was  presented 
with  a  beautiful  black  leather  handbag  and 
a  corsage;  and  everyone  had  a  wonderful 
time.    Jennie  Hasson,  former  Assistant 
Housekeeper  now  retired,  was  also  present 
to  congratulate  lira  Wall, 

RETIREMENTS 

WILLIAM  HICKEY 

Mr  William  Hickey,  elevator  operator  in 
the  Central  Library  since  March  6,  1917, 
retired  on  April  30,  19^2.    Mr  Hickey  had 
many  accomplishments  not  known  to  the  mul- 
titude.   He  was  a  member  of  the  Brighton 
Horse  Guards  in  the  late  80*s  and  he  also 
did  research  work  for  the  Boston  Globe, 
"Bill",  as  he  was  known  to  us  all,  started 
operating  the  elevator  in  the  g'ay  90 's  when 
water  (low  brow),  H^O  (high  brow),  was  the 
medium  that  sent  Bill  and  his  dustomers  up 
and  down*  "Those  were  the  happy  days",  says 
"Bill".'  Then  came  the  change  from  water  to 
electricity.    Too  bad  that  legislation 
forces  him  to  retire  before  atomic  energy 
is  the  motive  power. 
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MARGARET  I.  MCGOVERN 


On  April  30,  1952,  Miss  Tfargaret  I. 
McGovern,  Branch  Librarian,  Memoplal 
Branch  Library,  was  retired,  due  to  ill 
health.    She  entered  the  full-time  service  | Years  Ago." 
of  the'  Library  in  1916,  and  served  as 
Branch  Librarian  since  192 8 « 

Margaret  It  McGovem  has  always  been 
much  too  active  and  busy  a  person  to  take 
time  to  look  up  Ur  Webster's  definition  of 
the  word  "rest",  much  less  pay  any  atten- 
tion to  it.    She  would,  rather,  subscribe 
to  the  sentiment: 

"Rest  is  not  quitting  the  busy  career, 
Rest  is  the  fitting  of  self  to  one's 
sphere." 

In  each  new  sphere  of  library  work,  at 
Charlestown,  at  Neponset  and,  in  recent 
years,  at  Memorial  Branch  Library,  she  has 
found  new  interests  and  lasting  friend- 
ships*   She  has  never  failed  to  give 
friendly  counsel  to  all  who  sought  it, 
while  her  quick  wit  and  unfailing  sense  of 
humor  have  carried  her  staff  through  the 
most  hectic  and  trying  of  days, 

A  book,  to  her,  is  a  personal  thing,  to 


Hungarian  Revolution  of  18U8-U9>  to  Aijerica. 
The  articles  were  entitled  "Boston  Hailed 
Kossuth »s  Visit  100  Years  Ago",  "U.S.  Frig- 
ate Carries  Kossuth  Out  of  Exile",  and 
."Russia's  'Closed  Shutters'  Warned  of  100 


Miss  M.  Therese  Campbell,  retired  member 
of  the  Cataloging  and  Classification  Depart- 
ment, Division  of  Reference  and  Research 
Services,  had  a  short  story  printed  in  the 
Boston  Post,  April  29,  19^2. 


THE  STAFF  AFIELD 


At  the  invitation  of  Mr  Stephen  Ec 
iMcCloskey,  A.F.L.  Staff  Representative ^ 
jUnited  Community  Services,  Mrs  Helen  Fr 
IHirson    spoke  on  The  Boston  Public  Library- n 
Service  to  Trade  Unions,  at  the  Workers' 


Educational  Labor-Social  Program  held  in 
the  Mason  Building  on  April  29*    The  meet- 

^    ing  was  the  third  of  a  course  of  seven 

be  shared  or  argued  over,  and  she  welcomes  'sessions  to  acquaint  Union  Counsellors  with 
everything  readable  that  comes  along,  from{"*^he  services  offered  by  the  United  Communis 
Dostoevsky  to  "Who  Done  It?"    The  news        '"ty  Services  of  Metropolitan  Boston  and  pub-" 
magazines  are  read  from  end  to  end,  but  so  jli^  institutions,  so  that  the  Union  Coun- 
too,  without  fail,  is  Vogue.    If  you  see     | sellers  in  turn,  may  help  union  members 
it  in  Vogue,  you  vrLll  soon  see  it  on  her     I  take  greater  advantage  of  available  oppor- 
trim  figure,  or  perched  on  her  head  in  a  tunities. 
becoming  shade  of  pink. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  imagine  anyone 
like  Margaret  McGovern  "quitting  the  busy  j 

career"  of  librarian,  or  actually  "resting"    ^  meeting  of  the  Round  Table  of  Librarians 


except  as  the  prelude  to  a  new  sphere  of 
life,  which  we  hope  will  be  her  happiest. 
We  »ho  know  her  well  will  always  think  of 
her  facing  each  new  challenge  with  cheer- 
ful courage,  high  spirits  and  a  gallant 
little  toss  of  her  head.    Her  many  friends 
and  Library  associates  wish  her  a  speedy 
recovery. 

V.M.L, 

THE  STAFF  IN  PRINT 

Mr  Zoltan  Haraszti,  Keeper  of  Rare  Books 
and  Editor  of  Publications  >  contributed  a 
series  of  three  articles  to  the  April  28, 
29,  and  30  issues  of  the  Boston  Globe,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  centenary  of  the  visit 
of  Govenor  Louis  Kossuth,  leader  of  the 


for  Young  Adults  was  held  Iifay  1  at  the 
jAdams  Street  Lranch  Library,    After  a 
[coffee  hour  a:r;.  the  business  meeting  Miss 
I  Pauline  Winnlci^;,-  Readers'  Adviser  for 
! Young  Adultt,  gave  a  talk  entitled  "Boston 
Plans  for  the  Young  Adult."    She  discussed 
I  the  resources  of  the  new  Young  Adult  Sec- 
tion of  the  Open  Shelf  Department,  the  use 
of  reader  interest  groupings,  book  selec- 
tion for  young  adults,  and  the  newly  inaug- 
urated readers'  advisory  service  for  that 
age  group.    She  also  spoke  on  the  April 
questionnaire  which  surveyed  the  work  being 
done  in  the  branches  with  young  adults  and 
looked  to  the  future  for  intensified  work 
with  the  young  people  in  Boston,    After  a 
question  period  the  members  of  the  group 
adjourned  to  the  Fox  and  Hounds  in  Quincy 
for  lunch, 

S.V.A. 


I 
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llixabeth  P»  Boudreau,  Chief  of  the  In- 
formation Office,  addressed  the  Woodborirne 
Y-Tomen's  Club  of  Forest  Hills  on  Wednesday, 
April  2r-  Her  subject  was  Widening  Your 
Horizons. 

On  Filday,  April  2$,  she  awarded  prizes 
to  the  crippled  children  at  the  Stamp  Show 
which  ^s  held  at  the  John  Hancock  Build- 
ing from  Friday  through  Sunday<, 

On  Sunday J  April  27,  Miss  Boudreau- 
assisted  by  Mr  Walter  C,  Forse;;  publicity 
director  for  the  Boston  Chapter  of  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America,  awarded  prizes  to  the 
winners  of  the  Stamp  Show  essay  contest. 


Miss  Virginia  Haviland  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  a  luncheon  meeting  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Associat^-on  of  School  Librarians 
at  the  Hi-da -way,  Boston,  on  May  3«  Miss 
Haviland  spoke  on  the  research  and  writing 
of  her  recent  book  William  Penn,  Founder 
and  Friend f 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Merrimac  Valley  Li- 
brary Association  held  at  Westford  on  May  5^ 
Miss  Virginia  Haviland,  Readers  Adviser  for 
Children,  and  Mrs  Jiuriel  C,  Javelin,  Deputy 
Supervisor  In  Charge  of  Work  with  Adults, 
discus sed  The  Use  of  Recordings  in  Library 
Pragrams,  demonstrated  with  recordings. 


On  Thursday,  May  8,  Miss  Edna  G.  Peck, 
Chief  of  Book  Selection  for  Home  Reading 
Services,  addressed  the  North  Shore  Li- 
brary Club,    The  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Peabody  Institute  Library  at  Danvers,  f ol- jApril  2^. 
lowed  by  a  luncheon  served  by  the  women  of 
the  Congregational  Church. 


THE  LIBRARY  ON  TV  A^ID  WvJO 

On  Wednesday,  April  16_„  at  liOO  p^m  ^  D*-.- 
Ida  Bailey  Allen  appeared  as  the  guest  of 
Polly  Huse  on  WBZ-TV  in  connection  with,  her 
lecture  at  the  Library  that  afternoon.  Dr^ 
Allen,  food  editor  for  King  Features,  spoke 
on  Solving  the  High  Cost  of  Eating, 
■    On  Friday,  April  25,  at  1:00  p.m.,  Polly 
Huse  again  was  hostess  when  Elizabeth  Bo 
Boudreau,  Chief  of  the  Information  Office, 
talked  about  the  Cardinal  Spellman  Stamp 
Collection  vAiich  was  on  display  at  the  Li- 
brary from  April  21  through  April  30 • 


Miss  Fanny  Goldstein,  Branch  Librarian  of 
the  West  End,  was  interviewed  on  the  pro- 
gram entitled  "Women  in  Local  Government" 
by  Miss  Eleanor  Jones  of  Station  WERS, 


On  April  22,  Mr^  Muriel  C.  Javelin, 
Deputy  Supervisor  In  Charge  of  Work  with 
Adults,  participated  in  a  panel  discussion 
on  Recreation  for  the  Aging,  one  of  nine 
University  Extension  meetings  on  Problems 
of  the  Aging.  Mrs  Javelin  talked  on  the 
Library's  Never  Too  Late  Group* 

On  April  29,  she  spoke  on  The  Role  of 
Adult  Education  with  Reference  to  Aging  at 
the  Bristol  County  Regional  Conference  of 
Social  Work  held  at  Middleboro. 

On  Thursday  evening,  May  8,  Mrs  Javelin, 
spoke  on  the  Public  Library  Uses  Recordings 


THE  LIBRARY  IN  THE  NEWS 


at  the  meeting  of  the  Boston  Regional 
Group  of  Catalogers  and  Classifiers  of  the 
American  Library  Association.  The  meeting 
was  held  at  the  HaytLen  Memorial  Library  at 
M.I.T, 


In  the  Christian  Science  Monitor  for 
Saturday,  April  19,  there  appeared  a  fea-» 
ture  story  by  Laura  Haddock  about  the  Li- 
brary's Book  Selection  Departments,  based 
on  an  interview  with  the  two  Book  Selection 
Chiefs,  Misses  Christine  Hayes  and  Edna  G, 
Peck. 

The  following  Tuesday,  April  22 >  Frederick 
W.  Carr,  the  union  editor  at  the  Monitor, 
ran  an  article  entitled  "Boston's  Library 
maintains  service  for  labor  unions",  in 
which  he  discusses  Mrs  Helen  Hirson's  work 
with  laboro 


WE  TOLCOME  BACK 

Miss  Catherine  Gorham,  Cataloging  and 
Classification  Department,  Division  of  Ref- 
erence «nd  Research  Services,  who  has  re- 
turned aft^r  a  six  months'  leave  of  absence 
due  to  illness* 


I 

I 
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GIFTS 

Steve  Allen,  master  of  ceremonies  on  the 
"Songs  for  Sale"  TV  program,  presented  the 
Library  with  his  latest  record  album  which 
includes  piano  compositions  written  and 
played  by  him  during  his  visit  here  on 
Thursday,  May  8.    He  also  presented  the 
Library  with  a  copy  of  his  book  for  song- 
•writers*    Mr  Allen,  who  came  to  Boston  for 
the  Boston  Post  Music  Festival, visited  the 
Library  in  observance  of  National  and 
Inter-Amsrican  Music  Week,  May  h  through 
May  11. 

VISITORS 

Mr  B,  S.  Kesavan,  Chief  Librarian,  The 
National  Library  of  India, 

ANNUAL  BOY^ING  LEAGUE  BANQUET 

The  annual  bowling  league  banquet  was 
held  on  the  night  of  April  22,  at  Blin- 
strub's  Village,  South  Boston. 

Everyone  enjoyed  a  hearty  meal  of  turkey 
or  chicken,  and  was  entertained  by  a  de- 
lightful floor  show. 

In  remembrance  of  the  boys  in  the  league 
who  have  left  us  for  the  Armed  Services, 
a  sheet  of  paper  was  passed  around  by  our 
Treasurer,  %  Jack  Kyle,  and  each  bowler 
wrote  a  few  words  individually.    A  copy  of 
this  will  be  sent  to  each  of  the  boys. 

Before  the  evening  ended,  the  group  de- 
cided en  masse,  to  seek  further  entertain- 
ment, and  all  proceeded  to  Hurley's  Log 
Cabirt,    All  the  prizes  -were  distributed* 
The  prize  for  high  average  for  the  men  was 
taken  by  John  Sullivan  with  95*6,  and  for 
the  women  by  Miss  Rita  Doherty  with  85.0. 
High  single  string  for  men  was  129,  by 
David  Sheehan,  and  for  the  women  111,  By 
Mftsty  Soanlon.    The  high  three  string  for 
men  was  captured  by  Jim  Griffin  with  3U3 
and  for  the  women  by  Mrs  Eileen  McGilli- 
cuddy  with  297.    The  competition  between 
teams  was  close  with  Mary  Scanlon's  team 
taking  top  honors,  and  Gertrude  Barry's 
team  nosing  out  Bernard  Doherty 's  fighters 
for  second  place* 

All  in  all  it  vras  a  thoroughly  enjoyable 
evening  and  vre  patted  in  agreement  that  we 
would  be  back  next  fall* 


COMMITTEE  ON  PERSONNEL  MORALE 

The  Special  Committee  on  Personnel  Morale^ 
recently  appointed  by  the  Executive  Board, 
is  engaged  in  discussion  of  various  fields 
of  library  activity  which  may  be  contrib- 
uting to  poor  staff  morale*    The  Co-Chairmen 
would  be  interested  in  hearing  comments 
from  any  members  of  the  Association,  on  any 
phase  of  staff  morale. 

It  must  not  be,  however,  a 
personal  "gripe",  but  a  problem  which  con- 
cerns many  of  the  staff.  Members  of  the 
committee  are:    Mrs  Geraldine  Beck,  Walter 
Curley,  Mary  Crowe,  Ifery  Oilman,  Eleanor 
Halligan,  llirs  Geraldine  Herrick,  Emilia 
Lange,  Mrs  Veronica  Lehane,  Sheila  Pierce, 
Paul  Smith,  Pauline  Puglisi,  Sidney  Wein- 
berg, and  Gladys  White. 

Co-Chairmen: 
Geraldine  M,  Altman, 
Jamaica  Plain  Branch 
Library 
Dorothy  P.  Shaw,  Period- 
ical and  Newspaper 
Department 


A  BIG  DAY: 


THURSDAY,  MAY  22 


10:15  a.m.    Round  Table  of  Children's  Li- 
brarians -  Boston  Public  Library 
Lecture  Hall. 
Speaker:    Mrs  Louise  Seaman  Bechtel,  of 
the  New  York  Herald  Tribune 
Books,  will  review  spring  books 
for  children. 

1:00  p.m.      New  England  Children's  Book 

Clinic  Luncheon  meeting  at  the 
Red  Coach  Grill,  Stanhope  St*, 
Boston. 

Chairman:  Mr  Floyd  Rinker,  Newton  High 
School. 

Panel:       Vbrs  Louise  S.  Bechtel,  New  York 

Herald  Tribune* 
Mss  Frances  Phumim,  Newton 

High  School. 
lir  JjJaurice  Dolbier,  Providence 

Journal. 
Mr  William  S,  Knickerbocker, 
I  Emerson  College. 

Mr  Charles  R.  Morris,  Milton 

Academy. 
}jlT  John  A,  Reed,  Langley  Book 

Store,  Newton  Center. 


Patricia  Wilson,  Secretary 


I 


V 


I 

f 


BERTHA  V.  HARTZELL  llEMORIAL  LECTURE 


The  Boston  Public  Library  Professional 
Staff  Association  presented  the  second 
Bertha  V,  Hartzell  Memorial  Lecture.  - 
Library  Development  and  International 
Understanding,  by  Miss  Flora  B.  Ludington. 

Librarian  of  the  Willis  ton  Memorial  LibraiylwiH  tend  to  remove  national  and  sectional 


Mount  Holyoke  College,  on  Friday  evening, 
liay  2,  1952.    The  meeting  was  held  in  the 
n3-'N  Children's  Section  of  the  Open  Shelf 
-opirtment,  which  will  be  open  to  the  pub- 
j-i.  •  in  the  near  future.    Guests  of  honor 
rfere  Ur  and  Mrs  Karl  D,  Hartzell  of  Long 
Island,  New  York, 

Mr  Eamon  E,  McDonough,  president  of  the 
Association,  extended  a  welcome  to  the 


staff  members  and  their  friends,  and  in tro* -advanced  in  significance,  as  a  noble  p:.*c 


duced  Mrs  Geraldine  S,  Herrick,  the  Vice- 
Ghairman  of  the  Special  Committee  for  the 
Hartzell  Ifemorial  Lecture.    Mrs  Herrick 
spoke  briefly  on  the  purpose  of  the  Lec 
ture,  and  then  introduced  Miss  Dorothy 
Nourse,  Branch  Librarian  of  the  East  Boston 
Branch  Library,  who  paid  tribute  to  Mrs 
Hartzell,  the  former  Supervisor  of  Train- 
ing in  the  Boston  Public  Library,  as  a 
beloved  teacher  and  wise  counselor. 

Mrs  Herrick  then  introduced  the  guest 
speaker  of  the  evening,  Miss  Flora  B. 
Ludington,  Librarian  at  the  Mount  Holyoke 
College  since  1936.    Miss  Ludington  is  at 
present  Chairman  of  the  A.L.A.  Committee 
on  International  Relations,  and  served  \ 
from  19Uli-U6  as  Librarian  of  the  United  i 
States  Information  Service  Library  in 


quarter  of  the  world  of  free  libraries  and 
museums  ever  open  to  the  use  of  the  people*" 
Upon  Mr  Vattemares  arrival  in  Boston  in 
l8iily  he  succeeded  in  securing  much  cooper- 
ation*   A  resolution  was  made  -  "That  we 
regard  the  system  of  National  Interchange 
suggested  by  Mr  Vattemare,  as  one  which 


prejudices,  will  promote  the  great  cause  of 
peace,  and  the  first  principle  of  religion, 
by  uniting  all  nations  in  intellectual 
brotherhood" •    Mr  Vattemare  later  trans- 
mitted to  the  city  authorities  fifty  vo'i::ie.  ^ 
as  a  gift  from  the  city  of  Paris  to  advt...aje 
this  enterprise.    Later,  through  the  yec... 'i. 
this  undertaking  showed  marked  progre.-rs  jr.'L 
inactivity,  intermittently j  but  once  a. 


.v 


ject, under  the  ministration  and  assis' 
of  Milton  E.  Lord,  Director  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library.    Mr  Lord  served  as  director 
of  the  American  Library,  Paris,  in  19h^* 
He  has  also  served  with  the  International 
Congress  of  Libraries  and  Bibliography,  the 
Council  of  National  Libraries  Assns,,  as 
Chairman  on  the  Joint  Committee  on  Books 
for  Devastated  Libraries  since  19UU,  and 
as  President  of  the  U.S.  Book  Exchange  Inc. 
since  19U8,  as  well  as  a  member  of  the 
U.S.  National  Commission  for  UNESCO,  since 
19U9. 

}£±ss  Ludington  spoke  briefly  on  India  and 
Africa,  and  the  dire  need  of  complete  under- 
standing of  their  problems*    This  wder- 
standing,  she  feels,  can  be  gained  only  by 
reading  their  own  national  publications 


Bombay,  India,  and  later  as  a  visiting  ex-jl^ence  the  stem  necessity  for  book  exchange. 


pert  vdth  the  military  government  in  the 
field  of  information  libraries,  with  the 
Civil  Information  and  Educational  Section 
of  the  Supreme  Allied  Powers  in  Japan,  in 
19li8*    She  is  one  of  two  candidates  for 
First  Vice  President  (President-Elect)  of 
the  A.L.A.    Her  presentation  of  the  history 
of  library  development  and  international 
understanding  included  a  brief  resume  of 
the  early  source  of  this  now  expanded 
national  interchange.    In  May,  1839,  M. 
Nicholas  Marie  Alexander  Vattemare  of 
France,  having  devoted  twelve  years  to  the 
establishment  of  a  system  of  library  ex- 
changes among  European  libraries,  arrived 
in  New  York  to  prosecute  his  mission  in 
this  country.    His  system  was  "designed  to 
give  the  intellectual  treasures  of  the  cul- 
tivated world  the  same  dissemination  and 
equall7ation  which  commerce  has  already 
given  to  its  material  ones"j  and  the  out- 


She  spoke  glowingly  of  the  powerful  contri- 
bution to  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  made 
by  the  Farming ton  Plan,  the  UNESCO,  the 
U.S.  Book  Exchange,  the  Bibliographical 
Society  of  America,  and  the  International 
Exchange,    Foreign  libraries  are  much  poorer 
than  our  libraries,  publishing  costs  are 
very  high  abroad,  and  we  have  been  most 
generous  to  them  with  our  publications. 
Long  before  today  we  have  given  much  more  * 
in  books  and  periodicals  than  we  received 
in  the  gifts  sent  a  century  ago.    Our  one 
desire  is  that  we  should  help  people  to 
understand  -  we  here  in  America  will  often 
be  misunderstood;  and  we  will  also  often 
misunderstand.    Therefore,  as  librarians, 
we  should  do  our  share  to  help  with  this 
problem*    Quality  magazines,  in  particular, 
are  needed  for  this  purpose*  Compilations 
of  National  Bibliographies  have  proved  to 
be  a  great  aid.    Because  the  publishing 


come  was  to  be  "the  extablishment  in  every  i  costs  are  so  high  abroad,  there  is  a  feel— 


ing  that  books  published  here,  which  merit minds  and  hopes  of  students  and  young 
vride  recognition,  should  be  sold  abroad  at  people  abroad  -  and  these  end  results  will 
the  lowest  possible  cost  and  in  the  be  most  enduring  and  convincingo 


language  of  each  individual  country.  Leg- 
islation is  pending  in  Congress,  apropos 
this  matter. 


We  here  in  the  United  States  can  do  much 
in  lending  our  talents  to  these  ends  -  for 
one  thing  -  we  could,  and  should,  encourage 


Miss  Ludington  stated  that  Internationa]] only  the  very  best  and  realistic  stories 
Library  development  depends  a  great  deal    of  American  people  by  our  authors,  Authen- 


on  Personnel  as  well  as  materials  - 
librarians  visiting  from  abroad  are 


anxious  to  know  us  as  people  -  to  learn  of  today  to  those  abroad  than  ever  before. 


tic  stories  and  true  facts  concerning  our 
American  way  of  life  are  more  important 


our  failures  as  well  as  our  successes.  We 
should  make  an  effort  to  assist  them  in 
understanding  our  American  way  of  life. 
Miss  Ludington  suggested  that  a  Hospital- 
ity Committee  be  formed  to  greet  and  aid 
foreign  librarians  vAio  visit  our  libraries 
A  map  of  all  libraries  -vTithin  our  district 
together  with  a  liat  of  suitable  hotels 
and  eating  places,  would  prove  of  inestim- 
able value. 

Many  young  librarians  from  Europe,  the 
Par  East  and  Africa  are  coming  here  to 
study  o-ur  library  know-how,  but  up  to  now 
there  have  been  too  few  scholarships 
available  for  foreign  students.    We  must 
bear  in  mind  that  we,  too,  have  much  to 
learn  from  these  students,  particularly 
their  bibliographical  skills. 

The  A.L.A.  is  considering  exchanging  a 
number  of  German  Librarians  by  the  fall  of 
1952,  providing  living  accomodations  can 
be  arranged;  and  it  also  hopes  to  send  a 
number  of  American  Librarians  abroad,  for 
the  expanding  educational  programs  author- 
ized by  the  Fulbright  Act.    Miss  LudingtonI    The  Entertainment  Committee  wishes  to 
emphasized  the  importance  of  representing  j extend  its  warmest  thanks  to  all  who  gave 


In  these  turbulent  times,  the  right  course 
is  not  always  clear  -  but  we  librarians 
must  encourage  our  library  users  to  read 
intelligently  on  all  issues  involving  inter- 
national affairs. 

At  the  close  of  her  address.  Miss  Luding- 
ton appealed  to  us  all,  as  librarians,  to 
let  our  hearts  join  with  other  librarians 
in  the  promotion  and  furthering  of  the  aims 
of  international  understanding. 

Miss  Marie  Pineo,  Chairman  of  the  Enter- 
tainment Committee,  and  her  capable  commit- 
tee members,  served  a  delicious  fresh  straw- 
berry punch,  and  a  variety  of  palatable 
dainties,  which  gave  an  air  of  hospitality 
and  festivity  to  the  reception  period  fol- 
lowing Miss  Ludington 's  address* 

Geraldine  T,  Beck 
THANK  YOU  NOTE 


the  library  profession,  and  our  country, 
wisely  and  well,  on  these  inter-library 
exchanges.    We  still  have  a  great  deal  to 
leam  -  as  well  as  to  teach  -  wherever  we 

gOo 

The  Divisions  of  Libraries  and  Institu- 
tions of  the  UNESCO  which  administers  the 
programs  relating  to  the  United  States 
Libraries,  cultural  centers,  aid  to 
American-sponsored  schools  and  the  dissem- 
ination of  American  books,  periodicals, 
newspapers.  Government  documents,  music, 
art  and  educational  and  cultural  materials 
has  done  a  tremendous  task  in  promoting 
understanding  and  the  desire  for  inter- 
national cooperation.    The  strength  of 
these  libraries,  etc.,  lies  in  their 
materials  and  the  people  who  serve  them. 
We  who  have  gone  abroad  to  work  in  the 
U.S.  Information  Centers  have  returned 
with  a  knowledge  and  understanding  of  the 
people,  and  what  they  think  of  us  -  as 
well  as  an  unmatched  insight  into  the 


generously  of  themselves,  their  time,  and 
their  money  so  that  there  would  be  delicious 
things  to  eat  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
Hartzell  Memorial  Lecture,  on  Friday  evening 
May  second. 

Our  sincere  thanks  also  to  those  who 
helped  to  serve,  and  to  those  who  remained 
after  the  Lecture  to  wash  dishes J 

ENTERTAINMENT  COMPIITTEE 

Marie  J.  Pineo,  Chairman 
,  Phyllis  E,  Adams 

Blair  M,  Benner 
Madelene  V,  McManus 
Euclid  J.  Peltier 
Martin  F.  Waters 
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PRESIDENT'S  NOTES 

The  notes  are  brief  this  month.    We  hope 
to  have  the  results  of  the  second  polling 
before  the  May  meeting,  which,  in  case  you 
didn't  notice  is  the  23rd,    liain  item  on 
the  agenda  for  the  J^y  meeting  will  be  a 
discussion  of  the  extent  to  which  the 
Association  ytlII  pursue  the  objective  of 
the  social  welfare  of  the  staff  and  the 
amount  of  discretionary  power  it  wishes  to 
grant  to  the  President  and/or  the  Executive 
Board  in  the  pursuit  of  such  an  objective, 
even  though  this  may  involve  amendment  to 
the  constitution*    Be  there  and  don't  be 
bashful. 


Our  congratulations  to  the  Hart^ell 
Memorial  Lecture  Committee  for  a  very  suc- 
cessful evening.    Elsewhere  you  will  find 
and  account  of  the  interesting  lecture  by 
Miss  Flora  Ludington,    But,  as  one  of  thosi 
privileged  to  have  had  dinner  with  Miss 
Ludington  before  the  talk,  your  President 
votes  her  one  of  the  most  fascinating 
dinner  companions  he  has  ever  had  the 
pleasure  of  dining  with.    In  this,  by  the 
way,  she  was  more  than  equalled  by  the 
charming  and  gracious  W  and  Mrs  Karl 
Hartzell,    Mrs  Hartzell  tells  us  that  the 
twins,  despite  their  Boston  origin,  are 
rooting  for  the  Yankees,    Fine  thing] 


Speaking  of  baseball,  how  did  you  like 
that  CARE  notice  this  month,    A  Texas 
leaguer,  if  I  ever  saw  one.    How  does  that 
CARE  committee  do  it? 

E.E.McD, 


FIRST  CENTENNIAL  GIFT 


Trustees  were  most  appreciative  of  this 
contribution  to  the  Library  by  members  of 
its  staff,  and  all  the  more  so  that  it 
should  have  been  the  first  gift  to  be  re- 
ceived in  honor  of  the  Library's  Centenary, 
The  President  of  the  Board  has  written  to 
those  participating  to  express  on  behalf  of 
the  Trustees  their  deep  appreciationo 

Milton  Eo  Lord 

Director 

GIFT  TO  LIBRARY  BY  AN  EmOYEE  OF  THE 
CITY  OF  BOSTON 

A  significant  example  of  the  deep  inter- 
est of  the  citizens  of  Boston  in  their  Pub- 
lic Library  is  the  gift  of  $78  which  was 
made  in  cash  (both  bills  and  silver)  by 
Mr  Samuel  Grasso,  of  609  East  Second  Street, 
South  Boston,    Out  of  a  clear  sky  on  the 
morning  of  April  22,  19^2,  humbly  bearing 
his  (:!;ift  in  his  open  hands,  Mr  Grasso  came 
in  to  the  Library  to  present  his  gift  to 
the  Director, 

This  generous  gift  by  a  humble  individual 
in  the  employ  of  another  department  of  the 
City  of  Boston  has  been  accepted  by  the 
Trustees  with  grateful  appreciation.  Not 
only  is  the  gift  important  in  itself,  biit 
the  warm  and  generous  attitude  of  the  donor 
is  particularly  gratifying, 

Milton  E,  Lord 

Director 

SECOND  ANNUAL  FILM  FESTIVAL 


On  December  6,  19^1  the  members  of  the 
staff  of  the  IrJTormation  Office  and  Mr 
John  W,  Tuley  informed  the  Director  of  the 
Library  that  they  had  pledged  themselves 
to  mke  a  gift  of  $100  to  the  Library,  to 
be  paid  on  May  1,  19^2,    They  stated  that 
this  gift  v;ould  be  in  honor  of  the  Centen- 
nial Anniversary  of  the  Library. 

Subsequently  at  their  meeting  on  May  2 , 
1952,  the  Director  had  the  pleasure  of 
presenting  this  gift  to  the  Trustees c  The 


Over  two  hundred  individuals  attended 
the  Second  Annual  Film  Festival  of  the  Film 
Council  of  Greater  Boston  held  at  the 
Sheraton  Plaza  Hotel  on  Saturday,  May  3. 

The  high  light  of  the  Festival  was  the 
luncheon  at  which  Commander  Robert  A,  Noe, 
Commander  and  Director  of  the  United  States 
Navy  Special  Devices  Center,  spoke  on  The 
Naval  Approach  to  Audio-Visual  Learning, 


Commander  Noe,  a  dynamic  speaker,  held  his 
audience  spellbound  for  an  hour,  during 
which  he  demonstrated  the  many  audio-visual 
training  devices  used  by  the  Navy,  Workers, 
teachers,  librarians,  social  workers,  re- 
ligious workers,  and  business  men  were 


xinanimously  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  an  /period  of  some  fifty  years,  many  of  which 


inspiring  experience  to  hear  him.  Dr 


Dennis  C,  Haley,  Superintendent  of  Schools , He  contrasted  the  time  when  Trustees  of  the 


brought  greetings  from  the  Mayor. 

During  the  day  fifty-nine  films  were 
shown  covering  seven  categories  -  Adult 
Education;  Classroom;  Public  Relations 
Industry;  Recreation  and  Arts  and  Crafts j 
and  Catholic,  Jewish,  and  Protestant  Re- 
ligions.   The  best  film  in  each  category 


he  had  been  instmimental  in  bringing  about. 


Library  thought  of  the  enployees  only  in 
terms  of  dollars  and  cents  with  the  pres- 
ent when  Mr  Masterson's  ideal  of  a  maximum 
of  efficiency  to  the  public,  by  means  of  a 
well-trained  and  competent  personnel,  is 
being  brought  into  being.  To  insure  this, 
llir  Masterson  was  always  aware  that  better 


was  selected  by  audience  ballot.    The  wln-i salaries  and  a  willingness  on  the  part  of 
ning  films  vrill  be  shown,  and  certificates  j  the  Trustees  to  try  to  understand  the  prob- 
will  be  awarded,  at  an  open  meeting  of  the | lems  under  which  the  staff  must  work  were 

of  the  utmost  importance • 

Mr  Masterson  was  introduced  by  Mr  George 
Gallagher,  inasmuch  as  Mr  Gallagher's  was 
the  first  friendly  face  that  Mr  Masterson 


Council  to  be  held  at  the  Public  Library 
on  Monday,  May  19,  from  2:00  to  500  p.m. 

Reverend  Timothy  F,  0»Leary,  Superinten- 
dent, Diocesan  Schools,  Boston,  is  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council.    Mrs  Muriel  C,  Javelinj  saw  on  his  first  night  of  work  in  the 


Deputy  Supervisor  in  Charge  of  Work  with 
Adults,  is  the  Secretary. 


M.C.J. 


■JHHHHHHHHHf 


MR  MASTERSON  HONORED 


j  stacks  many  years  ago.    Acting  for  the 
(group,  Jfr  Gallagher  presented  a  silver 
table  lighter  set  to  ^^r  Masterson,  as  a 
small  but  tangible  evidence  of  respect  and 
affection. 

Mr  liasterson  refused  to  take  any  credit 
for  himself,  but  rather  felt  that  any 
dinner  of  thanks  should  be  given  to  Mr 
Curley  who,  he  insisted,  was  the  best 
On  April  30,  1951,  Mr  Frandis  B.  Master- j  friend  that  the  Library  and  its  employees 

i  had  ever  had.    He  expressed  himself  as 
•  touched  that  many  employees  in  the  Library 
I  service  had  thought  so  highly  of  him  that 
i  they  had  petitioned  the  Mayor  for  his  re- 
appointment.   He  thanked  those  present  for 
the  tribute  payed  to  him  and  for  an  evening 
which  would  ever  be  a  golden  moment  among 
his  memories  of  his  friends  and  associates 
in  the  Library. 


son's  term  of  service  as  a  Trustee  of  the 
Boston  Public  Library  ended.    This  was  a 
great  disappointment  to  many  members  of 
the  staff  y&io  had  always  felt  that  Mr 
Masterson's  first  job  with  the  Library  as 
a  stack  boy  had  given  him  a  breadth  of 
understanding,  unique  among  trustees,  of 
the  problems  of  the  Library *s  employees. 

A  dinner  to  honor  I.tr  Masterson  -vreis  held 
on  Tuesday  evening,  April  29,  1952,  in  the 
Morocco  Room  of  the  Hotel  Lenox.    The  in- 
imitable Fanny  Goldstin,  in  her  capacity 
as  acting  chairman,  of)ened  the  proceedings 
Entertainment  was  provided  by  Its  Ernest 
Roussos,  West  End  Branch  Library,  and  Mr 
Martin  Waters,  History  Department.  ISr 
Eamon  E.  JfcDonough  was  the  urbane  and 
amusing' toastmaster. 

Mr  Milton  E.  Lord,  Director,  and  Mr  Lee 
M.  Friedman,  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  spoke  of  the  sense  of  loss  that 
the  Trustees  feel  in  no  longer  having  Mr 


M.T.M, 


Auditorium,  April  26,  1952.    The  morning 
Masterson 's  able  and  discerning  assistance;  session  was  devoted  to  "The  Young  Reader". 


particularly  now  when  they  are  faced  with 
a  program  of  diverse  and  tremendous 
chi^nges  »  new  building,  new  methods,  etc. 

Honorable  James  M.  Curley  was  the  chief 
speaker  of  ■'■•he  evening.    His  talk  had  all 
the  charifl  for  which  he  is  deservedly  so 
faiT.cu'^o    Ir.  retrospect,  he  described  the 
changes  that  he  has  seen  take  place  over  a 


BOSTON  UNIVERSITY  BOOK  FAIR 

Several  Boston  Public  Library  staff  mem- 
bers availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity 
to  attend  the  Boston  University  Book  Fair, 
sponsored  by  the  University's  School  of 
Education,  at  the  Charles  Hayden  Memorial 


Several  authors  of  books  for  the  young  set 
were  presented,  among  them  Thornton  W., 
Burgess,  Elizabeth  Coatsworth,  and  fferi- 
belle  Corroack,    David  McCord  read  several 
delightfully  humorous  poems  from  his  forth- 
coming collection  for  children*    The  chief 
speaker  of  the  morning  was  Virginia  Lee 
Burton  (Mrs  George  Demetrios)  who  delighted 
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the audience  with  her  drawings  and  infor- 
mal comments. 

On  the  flatform  for  the  afternoon  ses- 
sion, which  was  ^iven  over  to  "The  Mature 
Reader",  were  Esther  Forbes,  Eric  P»  Kelly- 
Marion  Lansing,  and  iferjcrie  Medary. 
Clifton  Fadiman  was  the  chief  speaker  of 
the  afternoon.    His  evaluation  of  the  cur- 
rent literary  scene  in  America  was  a  men- 
tal treat  for  the  large  audience.  Mr 
Fadiman *s  apt  turn  of  phase,  his  complete 
mastery  of  the  verbal  media  and  his  pun- 
gent humor,  all  used  to  express  his  excep- 
tionally objective  criticism  of  the  output 
of  present  day  American  authors ^provided 
rare  entertainment  for  his  appreciative 
audience.    At  the  conclusion  of  the  after- 
noon session,  the  committee  in  charge 
served  afternoon  tea  in  the  Claflin  Room* 

E.G. P. 


RECENT  MATERIAL  OF  PROFESSIONAL  INTEREST 

Winslow,  Amy.    Can  Librarians  Read? 
Library  Journal,  May  1,  19^1,  pp,760-763. 

The  staff  of  the  Enoch  Pratt  Library  in 
Baltimore  became  interested  in  finding  out 
how  they  could  read  more  books  in  their 
available  reading  time.    The  Remedial  Edu- 
cation Center  in  Washington,  D.C.  was  con- 
sulted.   The  Center  has  been  training 
adults  in  advanced  reading  skills  since 
19ii6.    Two  instructors  from  the  Center 
were  engaged  by  the  staff  of  Enoch  Pratt 
to  come  to  Baltimore  twice  weekly  for  an 
hourly  class  period.    This  article  des- 
cribes the  method  and  results  obtained 
from  this  course.    The  Baltimore  staff 
thought  it  an  excellent  program  for 
in-service  training,  and  wish  ths^t  the 
Remedial  Education  Center,  with  similar 
centers  around  the  country,  could  make 
available  a  corps  of  peripatetic  instruc- 
tors to  give  such  courses  to  interested 
library  staffs. 


and  develops  a  body  of  prin    pies  for  the 
guidance  of  administrators  of  subject- 
departmentalized  libraries.    Reasons  con- 
sidered by  the  writer  of  this  article  for 
, inaugurating  such  libraries  are  the  pres- 
sure of  important  community  groups  and 
interests,  and  the  inability  to  develop 
book  collections  adequately  under  the  older 
forms  of  organization. 


Wallace,  Sarah  H«    Public  Relations  is  a 
state  of  mind.    YJilson  Library  Bulletin, 
March  19^2,  pp.523-525. 

Here  is  an  article  about  a  subject  which 
may  mean  different  things  to  different 
people;  but  what  public  relations  means  to 
this  writer  is  well  worth  our  meditation. 
The  road  to  satisfactory  relations  between 
a  library  and  its  public  is  to  be  travelled 
by  all,  executive  and  janitor,  with  belief 
in  one's  job,  faith  in  library  service,  and 
understanding  of  people. 

There  are  other  articles  on  public  rela- 
tions in  the  ISavch  19$2  issue  of  Wilson 
Library  Bulletin. 


Maizell,  Robert  E.    The  Subject-' 
departmentalized  Public  Library.  College 
and  Research  Libraries,  July  19^1 ^  pp. 2 55- 

TEol 

This  is  a  study  which  clarifies  the 
meaning  of  subject  departmentalization, 
summarizes  its  historical  development, 
indicates  problems  involved  in  the  plan. 


j     The  30th  yearbook  of  The  National  Elemen- 
! tary  Principal,  issued  in  September  19^1, 
is  devoted  exclusively  to  the  subject  of 
elementary  school  libraries  today.  Its 
281  pages  covering  a  multitude  of  phases 
of  elementary  school  library  work  will 
prove  of  much  interest  to  our  Children's 
Librarians  in  the  branch  libraries. 

P.M. 

A  NINETEENTH  CENTURY  APPRAISAL 
OF  A  REFERENCE  LIBRARIAN 

In  the  annual  report  of  the  Library  for 
1898  there  are  printed  some  passages  from 
the  address  of  the  Reverend  Doctor  James 
DeNormandie  at  the  funeral  services  of 
Arthur  Mason  Knapp,  Custodian  of  Bates  Hall 
from  1878  to  1898.    In  this  address,  given 
by  one  who  was  a  Trustee  of  the  Library  at 
the  time,  there  is  drawn  an  ideal  picture 
of  a  reference  librarian  and  his  duties. 
A  portion  of  this  pen  picture  is  reprinted 
here  for  the  inspiration  and  encouragement 
of  those  of  our  staff  who  perform  reference 
work  for  the  public. 
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•^The  public  is  most  exacting  of  its  ser- 
vants, and  feels  that  all  their  time  and 
strength  and  acquisitions  belong  to  it 
without  a  moment's  delay,  without  any  man- 
ifestation of  impatience  or  weariness.  To 
have  been  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  cen" 
tury  in  such  a  service  is  itself  a  great 
testimony  to  one's  worth,  and  to  have  been 
for  twenty  years  the  trusted  head  of  one  of 
the  leading  departments  of  the  Public  Li- 
brary is  a  proof  of  merit  to  which  words 
can  add  very  little. 

The  accumulated  and  well-arranged  learn- 
ing of  our  friend,  as  if  it  were  all  in  a 
multitude  of  familiar  drawers,  was  freely 
given  to  any  inquirer.    Many  came  every 
day  to  ask  not  only  for  books,  but  to  know 
irtiat  books  or  what  essays  had  been  written 
upon  every  subject  recent  or  ancient, 
plain  or  abstruse,  that  the  fertile  mind 
of  man  has  ever  thought  of  -  and  here  was 
one  who  seemed  to  remember  all;  whose  good 
taste  and  good  judgment  were  ever  ready  to 
suggest  not  only  books,  v*iich  is  a  very 
little  matter,  but  the  best  books,  which 
is  a  very  important  matter  t  ouching  the 
higher  question  of  life  -  so  that  his 
daily  work  was  to  give  to  hundreds  better 
ideals  of  human  actions,  and  human  charac- 
ter; making  his  mission  one  with  all  those 
Tfho  in  every  form  of  teaching,  in  journal- 
ism, in  schools,  and  in  the  church,  are 
helping  this  to  be  a  better  world." 

P,V.M. 

60  PLUS  ACTIVITIES  SHOW 

The  Never  Too  Late  Group  was  an  exhibi- 
tor at  the  60  Plus  Activities  ShoWj  Horti- 
cultural Hall  on  J.Iay  9,  19^2.    The  gay, 
red,  white,  and  blue  carousel  that  was  re- 
cently made  by  Joseph  Danker  and  Joseph 
Reilly  was  electrified,  and  slowly,  but 
effectively  rotated  displaying  books  on 
hobbies  in  colorful  jackets.    Mss  Louisa 
S,  Metcalf ,  Readers  Adviser  for  Adults 
prepared  a  reading  list  for  the  exhibit* 

There  yrere  ten  members  of  the  Never  Too 
Late  Group  who  displayed  their  hobbies 
■which  included  oil  paintings,  leatherv/ork, 
crocheted  articles,  embroidf^ry,  braided 
rugs ,  and  illumination.    Several  members 
of  the  Never  Too  Late  Group  also  exhibited 
with  other  groups  with  which  they  were 
associated. 

H.H. 


NEW  BOOKS  IN  THE  STAFF  LIBRARY 
Non-Fiction 

Aldis,  Harry  G. 

The  printed  book.    3d  ed# 

Cambridge,  England,  University  Press, 1951 

Armstrong,  William  E, 

Certification  requirements  for  school 
personnel. 

Washington,  Federal  Security  Agency, 
Office  of  Education,  19^1 

Bibliography  in  an  age  of  science. 

■Uroana,  University  of  Illinois  Press,  1951 

Boston  Public  Library  Professional  Staff 
Association. 

Good  reading  aheadi 

Boston,  1952 

Chicago,  University.    Graduate  Library 
School.    Library  Conference. 

Bibliographic  organization. 

Chicago,  University  of  Chicago  Press, 1951 

Collison,  Robert  L, 

Bibliographies,  subject  and  national, 
London,  C,  Lockwood,  1951 

Committee  to  Study  the  Professionad  Educa- 
tion and  Training  of  Library  Personnel  in 
Nev/  Jersey, 

The  professional  education  and  training 
of  library  personnel  in  New  Jersey, 
1951 

Elliott,  Charles  A, 

Library  publicity  and  service, 
London,  Grafton,  1951 

Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library,  Baltimore , 
Library  language;  a  list  for  new  staff 
members, 
Baltimore,  1951 

Erie  Co.,  N,Y.  Public  Library 

Report  of  the  Director,  19^8  -  50 
Buffalo,  19ii9  -  51 

Illuminating  Engineering  Society*  Committee 
on  Library  Lighting. 


Recommended  practice  of  library  lighting, 
New  York,  1950 

Institute  on  Public  Library  Management, 
University  of  Wisconsin 
Jfenual,  3rd 

Madison,  University  of  Wisconsin,  1951 
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Joint  Committee  of  the  American  Library 
Association  and  the  Rural  Sociological 
Society, 

Report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Second 
Pre-conference  Vforkshop  for  Librarians 
and  Rural  Sociologists. 
Chicago,  19hQ 

Kansas •    Temporary  Library  Survey  Commis- 
sion» 

Kansas  libraries. 

Topeka,  19^0 

Kansas.    Temporary  Library  Survey  Commis- 
sion. 

A  summary  of  a  study  of  the  public  li- 
brary facilities  in  the  State  of  Kansas. 
Topeka,  1950 

Kaplan,  Louis 

The  growth  of  reference  services  in  the 
United  States  from  I876  to  1893'. 
Chicago,  Association  of  College  and 
Reference  Libraries,  19^2 

Kettering,  Charles  F. 

Education  as  the  guardian  of  the  Ameri- 
can heritage. 
Albany,  1950 

Merritt,  Le  Roy  C. 

The  use  of  the  subject  catalog  in  the 
University  of  California  Library. 
Berkeley,  University  of  California  Press j 
1951  j 

Uunford,  William  A,  I 
Penny  rate;  aspects  of  British  public 
library  history  1850-19^0 . 
London,  Library  Association,  1951 

National  Education  Association  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Elementary 
School  Principals 

Elementary-school  libraries  today, 

Washington,  1951 

Roberts,  Arthur  D, 

Introduction  to  reference  books,  2d  ed. 
London,  Library  Association,  1951 


U.S.  Library  of  Congress 

Departmental  and  divisional  manuals. 
Washington,  1950  - 


No. 
No. 
No. 
No, 
No. 
No. 


2 
5 
11 
12 
13 
Hi 


No.  15 
No.  16 
No.  17 


Copyright  Cataloging  Division 
Binding  Division 
Loan  Division 
Hispanic  Foundation 
Processing  Department  Office 
General  Reference  and  Bibliog- 
raphy Division 
Map  Division 
Music  Division 
^nuscripts  Division 


Seminar  on  the  Role  of  Libraries  in  Adult 
Education,  tialmo,  Sweden,  1951 

Libraries  in  adult  and  fundamental  educa4  Brighton 

tion, 

Paris,  United  Nations,  Educational, 
Scientific  and  Cultural  Organization, 
1951 


Stewart,  James  D,  ed. 

The  reference  librarian  in  -oniversity, 
municipal  and  specialized  libraries. 
London,  Grafton,  1951 


Wolfe,  Arthur  V, 

A  case  study  in  personnel  selection:  a 
civil  service  examination  for  Director 
of  Chicago  Public  Library, 
Urbana,  1951 

DEPART^iENT  NOTES 

Book  Preparation 

Patricia  A.  Tuley  was  a  member  of  the 
cast  of  the  musical  comedy  "Allegro", 
presented  at  the  New  England  Mutual  Hall 
from  April  23  through  April  26,  under  the 
sponsorship  of  St.  Cecilia's  Social  Club. 
This  v;as  the  first  time  that  Mr  Hammers te in 
has  given  an  amateur  group  permission  to 
perform  his  play.    The  proceeds  from  the 
production  were  given  to  Nazareth,  the 
home  for  orphan  children  in  the  Archdiocese 
of  Boston. 


Periodical  and  Newspaper 

David  A.  Cotton,  has  just  completed  a 
very  successful  year  as  editor  of  the 
Bulletin  of  the  I'fessachusetts  Chapter  of 
the  American  Guild  of  Organists,  Congrat- 
ulations] 


BRANCH  NOTES 


The  last  Saturday  morning  Pre-School 
Story  Hour  of  the  season  drew  many  young- 
sters above  the  usual  age  level,  v;ho  came 
to  the  Library  under  the  guise  of  "escort- 
ing" their  younger  brothers  and  sisters. 


The  main  attraction  of  this  particular 
program  was  the  making  of  Mother Day 
cards  by  the  children.    Simply  constructed 
beforehand,  the  cards  were  purposely  easy 
to  assemlDle  yet  very  attractive,  and  every 
child  was  eagerly  enthusiastic  at  the 
prospect  of  surprising  his  mother  with  the 
finished  product.    Older  children  helped 
the  pre-schoolers  by  printing  suitable 
messages  on  the  cards.    May  candy  baskets 
of  lacy  paper  doilies  were  a  fitting  cli- 
max to  a  happy  hour. 


Dorchester 

On  Saturday  morning,  May  10,  about  1^0 
children  participated  in  a  Spring  Festival 
with  a  May  basket  display,  a  talent  show, 
and  a  May  Queen  as  the  special  features. 
Children  of  the  local  schools  provided  the 
entertainment,  with  a  program  consisting 
of  a  play,  "The  Sleeping  Beauty",  songs, 
a  square  dance  demonstration,  and  musical 
selections.    The  part  of  the  May  Queen  was 
taken  by  Miss  Ann  Allen,  part-time  assis- 
tant on  the  staff,  and  the  children  were 
charmed  by  her  gracious  appearance  and  by 
the  brief  ceremony  in  which  tiro  children 
of  the  neighborhood  placed  a  crown  of 
flowers  on  her  head. 

A  number  of  gaily  colored  May  baskets 
made  by  the  children  were  presented  for  j 
display  and  were  placed  hear  the  large  j 
basket  made  by  the  library  staff  to  ex- 
hibit miniature  books,    All  children  pres- 
ent were  given  lollipops  just  before  they 
left  the  library. 

IJirs  Beatrice  P»  Frederick,  Children's 
Librarian,  acted  as  mistress  of  ceremonies 

At  a  small  surprise  luncheon  on  Monday, 
May  5j  the  birthdays  of  two  members  of  the 
staff  were  celebrated  simultaneously.  Miss 
Elizabeth  Tanck  and  Mr  Pasquale  Vacca 
received  congratulations  and  best  wishes* 
Special  guests  for  the  occasion  were  Miss 
Margaret  Morgan,  Branch  Librarian  of 
Connolly  Branch  Library,  formerly  of 
Dorchester,  and  Mrs  Margaret  Sagar,  now  on 
leave  of  absence  from  Dorchester. 


Hyde  Park 

A  "Toy-Town  Circus",  the  work  of  Miss 
Ella  M.  Adams,  is  lending  a  touch  of 
Spring  excitement  to  the  Children's  Roomt 


Petite  dolls  are  resplendent  in  crocheted 
costumes,  while  a  coy  pink  and  green  horse 
steals  the  show  in  the  center  of  a  ring 
filled  with  genuine  sawdust.    The  animals 
were  all  crocheted  by  Miss  Adams,  a  staff 
member  whose  talent  and  patience  have  won 
acclaim  ever  since  she  constructed  the 
colorful  and  intricate  McCall's  candy  and 
cookie  Merry-Go-Round  at  Christmas  time 
last  year. 

At  an  afternoon  party  on  April  1,  the 
staff  wished  Miss  Jeanne tte  Pepin  a  very 
happy  and  successful  future.    In  celebra- 
tion of  her  promotion  to  the  position  of 
Assistant-in-Charge  of  Tyler  Street  Reading 
Room,  the  staff  room  was  gaily  decorated 
with  Spring  daffodils  and  pussy  willows. 
After  refreshments  were  served,  an  attrac- 
tive jewelled  costume  pin  was  presented  to 
Miss  Pepin. 


Jamaica  Plain 

The  Friends  of  Jamaica  Plain  Branch  Li- 
brary held  their  first  meeting  on  Monday 
evening,  April  28,    Vfith  no  assistance 
from  the  weather  -  it  poured  all  day  -  a 
considerable  group  of  enthusiastic  patrons 
were  on  hand  to  hear  Mr  Milton  E.  Lord, 
Director  of  the  Library,  discuss  the  his- 
tory of  the  "Friends  of  the  Library^'  move- 
ment*   Stressing  the  increasing  importance 
to  our  Library  of  such  organizations,  he 
outlined  possible  areds  for  activity,  em- 
phasizing the  role  of  "Friends"  in  provid- 
ing energetic  support  for  fuller  use  of 
the  Library's  great  resources.    Mr  Francis 
X.  Moloney,  Assistant  to  the  Director, 
addressed  the  grbup  as  a  neighbor  as  well 
as  an  official  of  the  Library.    He  sug- 
gested various  types  of  programs  v\rhich  the 
Friends  of  Jariaica  Plain  Branch  Library 
might  present , 

Following  the  discussion,  guests 
adjourned  to  the  adult  room  for  refresh- 
ments.   A  inass  bf  spring  flowers,  arranged 
in  an -antique  soup  toureen,  decorated  the 
table.    All  soHiS  of  homertiade'  cakes  and 
cookies,  contributed  by  mny  good  "Friends" 
as  well  as  staff  ijjeriibet'Sj  were  enjoyed 
with  coffee. 

It  was  an -auspicious  beginning  of  an 
undertaking  to  which  we  have  looked  for- 
ward for  many  months©        feuyice  Ford, 
Principal  of  the  Thompsoh  School,  was 
appointed  Temporary  Chairman,  and  immedi- 
atly  garnered  an  organization  committee 
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which  will  meet  on  May  13 •  We  hope  to 
hold  an  open  meeting  early  in  June. 


Lower  Mills 

The  staff  entertained  Miss  Mary  L,  Gil- 
man  at  a  luncheon  at  Joseph's  Restaurant 
on  Saturday,  April  26,    The  table  was 
attractively  decorated  vath  dainty  nut 
cups  nade  of  two  shades  of  lavender  crepe 
paper,  charming  place  cards,  and  a  center- 
piece of  lavender  sweet  peas.    Miss  Gilman 
was  presented  with  a  corsage  of  yellow 
roses  and  a  black  Morocco  leather  wallet. 
It  was  a  gay  and  happy  occasion  and  the 
very  best  wishes  of  the  staff  go  with  Miss 
GiLian  as  she  assumes  her  new  position  as 
Branch  Librarian  at  City  Point,    We  were 
also  pleased  to  have  as  a  guest  Mrs  Effie 
C,  Freeman,  a  retired  member  of  the  staff # 


Mattapan 

The  many  friends  of  Miss  Theodora  B. 
Scoff,  Branch  Librarian,  will  all  be  sorry 
to  learn  that  she  is  again  ill  and  in  the 
Faulkner  Hospital. 

A  rather  tense  situation  developed  at 
the  Branch  a  few  weeks  back.    A  woman  came 
in  wanting  to  obtain  that  popular  novel 
based  on  the  Old  Testament.    She  didn't 
know  the  title  and  the  librarian  at  the  j 
desk  tentatively  named  a  few  titles,  but  ; 
was  interrupted  by  the  woman  who  said  the 
book  she  wanted  v/as  on  the  best-seller  '  I 
list. A  gloomy  silence  descended  while 
the  woman  disappeared  into  her  purse  look-i 
ing  for  a  scrap  of  paper  on  which  she  had 
the  title  written.    She  at  last  found  it,  ■ 
and  brandishing  it  said,  with  a  slight  i 
edge  of  moral  triumph  in  her  voice,  "The  i 
name  of  the  book  is  'Gain's  mutiny* J"  ' 


North  End 

The  French  Room  of  the  Hotel  Vendome  was  I 
the  scene  of  a  very  pleasant  party  on  Fri-! 
day  evening,  May  9,  1952.  The  staff  met  toj 
honor  Mrs  Geraldine  S,  Herrick  on  her  wellj 
earned  promotion  to  the  position  of  Branch j 
Librarian  at  Phillips  Brooks  Branch  Libraiyt 
Every  one  v;ho  has  ever  vrorked  with  Mrs  I 
Herrick  knows  her  fine  qualities  and  con- 


gratulates the  Readville  district  on  its 
good  fort^ine.    The  staff  and  public  will 
miss  her  very  much.    Former  staff  members 
present  were  Mrs  Rose  DiPasquale  Giella, 
now  the  mother  of  two  lovely  children, 
Miss  Dorothy  k»  Becker  of  Connolly  Branch 
Library,  I\Jiss  Tyyni  Saari  of  Allston  Branch 
Library,  and  Miss  Marie  Pineo  of  Bookmo- 
bile II,    The  best  wishes  of  the  group  go 
with  Mrs  Herrick  in  her  future  work.  The 
guest  of  honor  was  presented  with  a  desk 
set  as  an  expression  of  high  esteem  in 
which  she  is  held  by  her  fellow  workers. 


Phillipg  Brookg 

The  Friends  of  the  Phillips  Brooks  Branch 
Library  held  the  traditional  Anniversary 
Party  on  Thursday,  May  15,  1952  at  8  p<»m. 
The  large  audience  was  very  interested  in 
the  talk  given  by  Miss  Virginia  Haviland, 
who  returned  for  the  occasion  to  his  branch 
where  she  had  served  so  long.    The  publica- 
tion of  her  recent  book,  "William  Penn, 
Founder  and  Friend",  had  suggested  the 
title  of  her  talk:    "Research  for  Writing, 
at  Home  and  Abroad'.'.    The  program,  which 
had  been  planned  in  honor  of  Miss  Haviland, 
included  brief  speeches  by  Miss  Edna  G» 
Peck  and  Mrs  Edith  H.  Bailey,  both  former 
branch  librarians  at  Phillips  Brooks  Branch 
Library.    A  gift  was  presented  to  Miss 
Haviland  in  appreciation  of  her  services 
to  the  community.    Refreshments  and  a 
social  hour  followed* 

The  Phillips  Brooks  Branch  Library  has 
had  two  parties  recently  -v^iich  were  well 
attended  and  greatly  enjoyed;  enjoyed  by 
the  pre-school  children  who  attended  the 
Wednesday  morning  story  hours,  and  by  the 
mothers  and  the  staff  as  well.    On  April  9 
the  children  were  enthralled  with  stories 
by  Mrs  Cole,  while  Mrs  Kallman,  in  the 
guise  of  an  Easter  rabbit,  and  several  of 
the  mothers  hid  candy  eggs  in  easily 
reached  places.    Great  enthusiasm  and  many 
sticky  fingers  ensued.    Twenty-four  young- 
sters were  entertained. 

On  May  7,  the  staff  prepared  May  Baskets 
for  a  like  number,  only  to  have  to  mke 
hurriedly  seven  more  while  mothers  dashed 
off  for  additional  filling.    After  stories 
and  a  few  singing  games,  a  very  dressed-up 
gro,up  of  thirty-one  young  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen pranced  solemnly  around  a  gay  May 
Pole,  whipped  up  out  of  a  standing  lampJ 

So  popular  are  these  features  for  our 


juvenile  clientele  that  the  mothers  are 
planning  to  cooperate  in  preparing  others 
as  one  of  the  many  activities  of  the 
Friends  of  the  Phillips  Brooks  Branch  Li- 
brary, which  has  sponsored  the  monthly 
meetings  of  the  mothers  to  discuss  child 
behavior. 


South  Boston 

On  Saturday  afternoon,  April  12,  the 
staff  had  a  luncheon  party  in  honor  of 
Miss  Madalene  Holt  at  Novak's  Restaurant, 


other  surrounding  scenic  spots  in  the  sub- 
urbs. 

A  maypole  was  one  of  the  features  of  the 
Jfey  Day  observance.    Hand  painted  book 
marks  with  lovely  floral  designs  were  dis- 
tributed to  the  children.    Two  striking 
flower-filled  baskets  added  beauty  to  the 
whole  display. 


Washington  Village 

Mrs  Marie  Hyland,  extra  assistant,  has 


Brookline,  to  celebrate  her  recent  appointrbeen  awarded  second  prize  for  her  exhibit 
ment  as  Assistant-in-Charge,  Neponset         ion  Geomorphology  at  the  Science  Fair  at 
Branch  Library.    The  staff  presented  Miss  I  Rockwell  Cage,  M.I.T,    She  also  received 
Holt  with  a  capacious  leather  shoulder  bagia  full  four  year  scholarship  to  Emraanual 


to  be  used  when  she  tours  the  continent 
this  summer.    Incidentally,  she  also  dis- 
played it  at  the  Easter  parade  next  morn- 
ing, as  well  as  a  magnificent  orchid  cor- 
sage, the  special  remembrance  of  the 
Extras  whom  she  trained  and  supervised  at 
South  Boston.    Among  those  present  were 
Mrs  Anne  (Connors)  Kearney,  currently  on 
leave,  and  Ifrs  Mary  L,  Walsh,  retired  mem- 
ber of  the  staff. 


College, 


SOAP  BOX 


West  End 

A  delightful  good  neighbor  policy  has 
always  existed  between  the  West  End  Branch 
Library  and  the  Harrison  Gray  Otis  House, 
the  home  of  the  Society  for  the  Preserva- 
tion of  New  England  Antiquities,    The  Li- 
brarian and  the  entire  Staff  were  the 
guests  of  the  Society  at  the  h2nd  Annual 
Meeting  on  Wednesday  afternoon.  May  li;. 

Word  has  just  been  received  from  the 
Australian  Jewish  Historical  Society  of 
Sydney,  Australia,  that  l^Ess  Fanny  Gold- 
stein has  again  been  elected  as  Representa-j- 
tive  of  the  Society  for  the  United  States 
of  America, 

One  permanent  and  interesting  result  of 
the  recent  Camp  Fire  Girls  exhibit  held  in 
March  is  the  enthusiasm  of  the  children 
to  such  an  extent  that  t-wo  groups  of  Camp 
Fire  Girls  have  been  formed  under  the 
leadership  of  }£ts  Margaret  Lewis,  Child- 


Any  contribution  to  the  Soap  Box  must  be 
accompanied  by  the  full  name  of  the  Asso- 
ciation member  submitting  it,  together 
with  the  name  of  the  Branch  Library,  De- 
partment, or  Office  in  which  he  or  she  is 
emoloyed.    The  name  is  withheld  from  pub- 
lication, or  a  pen  name  used,  if  the  con- 
tributor so  requests.    Anonymous  contribu- 
tions are  not  given  consideration.  The 
author  of  the  article  is  knovm  only  to  the 
contributor  and  to  the  Editor-in-Chief. 
The  contents  of  articles  appearing  in  the 
Soap  Box  are  personal  opinions  expressed 
by  individual  Association  members  and 
their  appearance  does  not  necessarily  in- 
dicate that  the  Publications  Committee  and 
the  Association  are  in  agreement  with  the 
views  expressed. 


ATTENTION  ASSISTANTS 

"Assistants"  have  been  very  generous  in 
past  years.    They  have  willingly  been 
tossed  around  so  that  the  "Institution" 
could  run  smoothly  and  efficiently. 

J^lany  of  these  "Assistants"  are  left  "in 


ren's  Room  Assistant.    During  the  summer 
months,  they  will  spend  much  time  enjoying 
the  natural  beauties  of  Boston  Common  and 


charge"  because  they  are  so  efficient  and 
capable  but  they  receive  no  reward  for  their 
services.    If  an  "Assistant"  does  not  re- 
ceive remuneration  for  this  responsibility 
why  should  she  accept  it.    Since  the  Li- 
brarian, First  Assistant,  Children's  Li- 
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brarlan  and  Second  Assistant  are  remuner- 
ated for  being  "in  charge",  they  should  be 
made  to  accept  this  responsibility* 

Let  us  "Assistants"  band  together  on  i 
this  matter  and  maybe  we  will  be  rewarded 
for  our  "years  of  service  and  efficiency." 

* 

To  the  Soap  Boxt 

Why  not  a  bit  more  economy 
on  library  hours,  for  the  summer  months  at 
least?  Summer  patronage  on  Saturday  even- 
ings is  light,  and  the  specialized  depart- 
ments in  the  Central  building  already 
close  at  six.  Could  not  the  entire  build- 
ing close  at  that  hour? 

* 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Soap  Box: 

In  view  of  the  current  furor  about  the 
existing  promotional  system  -  the  so- 
called  "objective''  point  ratings  -  it 
might  not  be  amiss  for  me,  as  a  new  staff 
member  with  a  Master's  Degree  in  Library 
Science  and  no  eligibility  for  promotion 
at  present,  to  submit  my  ingjressions  of 
the  situation. 

First,  it  came  as  a  shock  to  me  to 
learn  of  the  existence  of  such  a  system^ 
I  had  been  under  the  impression  that,  once 
in  the  Library,  all  that  was  necessary  for 
advancement  was  the  successful  completion 
of  the  Promotional  Examinations  (plus,  of 
course,  some  indication  of  ability),  and  j 
that  in  cases  where  several  applicants 
were  thus  eligible  for  a  single  position, 
the  officers  of  the  Library  would  base 
their  final  choice  upon  interviews  with 
the  various  candidates,    I  have  learned, 
too,  that  those  staff  members  who  immedi- 
ately took  all  the  exams  offered  when  the 
promotional  system  was  instituted  were  led 
to  believe  the  same  thing,  and  that  the 
point  system,  when  it  was  introduced,  com- 
pletely nullified  all  their  previous  ef- 
forts.   Both  new  staff  members,  therefore, 
and  those  who  have  been  in  the  Library  for 
some  time  are  mystified  by  the  point  rat- 
ings.   Certainly  new  members  should  be 
told,  indetail,  of  the  point  ratings  as 
they  are  told  of  the  Promotional  Exams, 
since  advancement  is  dependent  on  both. 

As  for  the  points  themselves j    I  have 
managed,  by  dint  of  much  effort,  (I  was 
not  given  a  copy  myself)  to  ferret  out  the 
actual  point  values,  and  they  themselves 


are  vrierd  and  wonderful.    Why,  in  heaven's 
name,  does  a  Master's  Degree  in  any  other 
field  count  for  five  points,  while  an  M.S. 
in  Library  Science  -  or  what  is  even  more 
ridiculous,  the  fourth  year  of  college  de- 
voted to  library  studies  -  endow  the  pos- 
sessor with  2$  points?    Granted  that  li- 
brary studies  may  be  more  valuable  to  the 
BPL  than  a  liberal  arts  program,  they  are 
certainly  not  five  tiroes  as  valuable,  and 
when  one  considers  that  an  M.S.  in  Library 
Science  may  be  acquired  in  a  little  over  a 
year,  with  no  thesis  requirement,  and  al- 
most no  original  work  to  be  done,  and  that 
a  Jfester's  ia  other  fields  almost  always 
demands  a  thesis,  more  concentrated  effort, 
and  often  two  years  of  study,  the  disparity 
becomes  even  greater.    Further,  the  Li- 
brary puts  the  same  ralue  on  a  year  of 
college  study  (five  points)  whether  at  the 
graduate  or  undergraduate  level  (with  the 
single  exception  of  the  library  school 
training  mentioned  above)  -  is  there  no 
one    in  this  educational  institution,  who 
is  aware  of  the  difference  between  the  two? 
A  graduate  of  Simmons  College,  for  exam.ple, 
with  a  Bachelor's  Degree  in  L.S.  is  credit- 
ed with  ho  points,  fifteen  points  more 
than  a  person  holding  a  Ph.D.  in  any  field 
would  receive i    Surely  the  disparity  in 
educational  background  must  be  glaringly 
obvious • 

But  the  most  iiqjortant  feature  of  the 
point  system  is  its  complete  objectivity. 
The  selection  of  the  three  camdidates  for 
consideration  for  appointment  to  a  titular 
position  (assuming  that  the  necessary  Pro- 
motional Exaras  have  been  passed)  with  no 
regard  for  werk  performed,  for  ability, 
efficiency  or  administrative  capacity  is 
the  strangest  personnel  policy  imaginable. 
It  must  be  apparent  to  all  that  there  are 
those  individuals  who  can  work  twenty  or 
thirty  years  in  a  given  position  and  con- 
tribute far  less  than  another  who  may  have- 
been  employed  for  only  five  years.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  the  height  of  folly  to 
ignore  vrtiatever  a  librarian's  immediate 
supervisors  may  have  to  say  about  the 
quality  of  his  work.    Efficiency  ratings 
are  important  and  should  not  be  dismissed 
from  consideration  when  appointments  to 
titular  positions  are  to  be  made.  There 
should  be  a  combination  of  objective  and 
subjective  ratings,  with  the  former,  not 
the  later^  to  be  given  more  weight. 

If  the  administration  is  at  all  concerned 
vrlth  the  morale  of  its  staff,  which  has 
been  at  an  appalling  low  lately,  it  would 
be  wise,  it  seems  to  me,  for  a  revision  to 
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be  made  in  the  promotional  system. 

* 

Dear  Soap  Box: 

Please  let  us  have  courtesy 
extend  both  ways  in  the  Women's  Lounge. 
Specifically,  let  us  not  feel  free  to  come 
in  and  turn  off  the  radio  when  someone  is 
listening  to  a  program  just  because  we 
want  to  read  our  book.    The  Staff  Library 
is  perfectly  comfortable  and  always  quiet » 
However,  a  simple  "Please*^  will  most 
always  meet  with  agreement. 


To  the  Editor: 

The  chief  function  of  a  pub- 
lic servant  and  of  public  service  is  to 
give  Service  to  the  people  who  pay  the 
salaries  of  the  public  servants  and  for 
the  maintenance  of  public  service.  The 
curtailment  of  facilities  which  is  planned 
by  closing  the  Library  on  Sunday  during 
the  summer,  and  only  having  it  open  for 
four  hours  on  Sunday  commencing  in  the 
fall,  is  a  direct  lack  of  service. 

In  the  City  of  Boston,  as  a  whole,  and 
more  especially  in  the  area  of  Copley 
Square,  are  many  taxpayers  who  anxiously 
and  eagerly  look  forward  to  a  pleasant 
stay  in  the  Public  Library.    This  day  in 
the  Library  is  the  keystone  in  their  week- 
ly plan  of  living.    From  the  time  the 
doors  open  on  Sunday  and  until  they  are 
closed  Sunday  evening,  there  is  a  steady 
stream  of  people  entering.    By  2il$  on 
Sunday  afternoon  it  is  impossible  to  find 
a  seat  in  Bates  Hall,    A  similar  condition 
now  exists  in  the  pleasantly  remodeled 
Open  Shelf  Department.    Some  come  for  ser- 
ious study,  some  merely  to  read  for  pleas- 
ure, while  still  others  seem  touched  with 
a  restlessness  that  compels  them  to  move 
from  department  to  department.    They  read 
a  few  pages  here,  ask  a  question  there, 
and  also  stopping  from  time  to  time  to 
admire  the  unique  genius  of  the  many 
artists  who  have  contributed  to  the  beauty 
of  the  "palace  in  Copley  Square",  But 
whatever  they  do,  even  like  some  who  sit 
in  the  sun  in  the  courtyard,  they  are 
happy  and  content  for  they  have  spent 
their  Sunday  in  their  Public  Library, 

However,  this  group  is  not  alone  for 
there  are  other  members  of  the  public  who 
can  only  make  use  of  the  Library's  facil- 


ities on  Sunday.    "Will  you  please  hold 
this  book  for  me  until  Simday?    That  is  the 
only  day  that  I  can  call  for  it.",  is  a 
frequent  request.    Since  these  people  pay 
the  salaries  of  those  who  work  in  the  Li- 
brary, for  the  purchase  of  books,  and 
maintenance  of  services  can  it  be  fairly 
argued  that  the  Library  is  performing  a 
public  service  in  an  adequate  manner  when 
the  Library  is  to  be  closed  on  Sunday? 

A  third  group  who  will  be  hurt  and 
shocked  by  these  new  regulations  is  comr- 
posed  of  the  visitors  to  historic  Boston, 
On  their  itinerary,  Sunday  iras  always  set 
aside  for  a  visit  to  the  Library,  Sunday, 
because  the  Library  was  open  while  other 
historic  places  were  closed.    The  loss  of 
goodvall  and  disappointment  for  these  can 
never  be  replaced. 

Thus  along  with  the  change  of  regulations 
there  should  be  a  change  in  mottoes  »•  "Free 
to  all"  should  read  "Free  to  all  who  can 
make  it  before  Sunday,"    Another  should 
read:  "Dedicated  to  the  advancement  of 
learning,  Monday  through  Saturday," 


To  the  Soap  Box: 

It  seems  unfortunate  that 
the  entire  library  personnel  has  to  be  held 
up  to  ridicule  outside  the  library  by  such 
means  as  that  employed  by  the  pranksters 
who  inserted  the  advertisement  Librarians 
at  large  in  The  Boston  Herald.    There  is  a 
fine  line  where  h\imor  lapses  over  into 
just  plain  poor  taste.    That  advertisement 
seems  to  have  erred  badly  in  both  good 
taste  and  good  judgment.    Many  staff  meit- 
bers  take  issue  with  this  means  of  airing 
our  grievances  in  publico 


Dear  Soap  Box J 

All  officers  of  this  Associa- 
tion should  act  as  representatives  of  it 
at  all  times.    If  an  officer  chooses  to 
act  publicly  as  an  individual  in  matters 
of  controversy,  the  name  of  the  Association 
should  not  be  connected  with  it,  in  such  a 
way  as  to  appear  that  it  was  the  sentiment 
of  the  whole  Association, 

I  found  it  very  unfortunate  that  the 
Association's  name  appeared  in  connection 
with  the  recent  interview  on  Sunday  clos- 
ing*   It  is  true  that  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  article  the  statement  was  made  that 
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the  President  was  speaking  as  an  individ- 
ual, but  the  fact  that  he  was  President  of 
the  Association  was  established  in  the 
first  paragraph,  therefore  leading  the 
public  to  believe  until  the  last  that  thisj 
was  the  feeling  of  the  whole  Association,  i 
To  say  that  this  was  in  poor  taste  is 
putting  it  mildly. 

The  subject,  no  doubt,  is  a  burning  one; 
I  do  not  disagree  with  that,  only  with  tho 
method  usedi    The  President  is  very  great- 
ly effected  by  the  Sunday  closing^  but 
should  not  use  his  position  as  President 
to  accomplish  his  ends.    It  would  be  well 
to  remember  that  he  is  the  President  and 
conduct  himself  accordinglyi 

Indignant 
# 

To  the  Soap  Box: 

"If  ever  our  Association 
needed  leadership,  now  is  the  time."  - 
Quote  from  a  letter  which  appeared  in  the 
Soap  Box  for  December  19^1,  signed  by 
Eamon  E.  McD enough. 

Query:    Is  the  interview  granted  to  the 

Boston  Globe  by  the  v/riter  of  that 
quotation,  in  which  interview  he 
identified  himself  as  President  of 
the  BPLPSA,  his  idea  of  leader ship'J 

It  certainly  is  not  my  idea  of  F.Qod 
leadership.    I  wonder  hovr  many  agree  with 

ANNOYED 

* 

To  the  Soap  Box: 

Under  the  date  of  May  23, 
1931,  the  following  notice  v^as  issued  by 
the  Director,  to  "Chiefs  of  Departments:" 

"The  Trustees  find  that  misunderstanding 
and  embarrassment  not  infrequently  re- 
sult from  the  communication  of  unoffi- 
cial information  relating  to  the  admin- 
istration of  the  Library  to  the  public 
press.    It  is  therefore  requested  that 
all  reporters  and  others  who  seek  such 
information  be  referred  to  the  Director, 
and  that  Chiefs  of  Departments  communi- 
cate this  request  to  those  under  their 
direction  so  far  as  is  necessary. ; 


This  was  followed  on  September  18,  1935 
by  another  notice  to  "Members  of  the  s taffy 
and  signed  by  the  Director i 

"The  proper  source  for  the  communication 
of  official  infornation  relating  to  the 
administration  of  the  Library  is  the 
Director's  Office.    It  is  therefore  sug- 
gested that  requests  for  such  information 
be  referred  to  the  Director's  Office. 

"Similarly  it  is  asked  that  there  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Director's  Office  in. ad- 
vance of  publication  any  article  which 
is  v/ritten  by  an  individual  in  his  capac- 
ity as  a  member  of  the  staff  or  which  is 
based  on  his  experience  as  a  member  of 
the  staffi 

"The  above  suggestions  are  made  merely 
that  there  may  be  avoided  any  misunder- 
standing from  erroneous  or  incomplete 
inf ormation*" 

In  the  Trial  Edition  of  the  Staff  fenual 
for  the  j'ibliothecal  Service,  Section  65 
reads  as  follows: 

"An  article  written  by  an  individual  in 
his  capacity  as  a  member  of  the  staff^ 
or  one  which  is  based  on  his  experionee 
in  the  Library,  should  be  submitted  to 
the  Director  in  advance  of  publication. 
This  is  done  merely  to  be  certain  that 
there  is  avoided  any  misunderstanding 
through  use  of  erroneous  or  incomplete 
information." 

As  far  as  this  writer  knows  none  of  these 
directives  has  been  rescinded.    How  then 
could  an  individual  staff  member  allow 
himself  to  be  quoted  in  a  local  paper  and 
give  to  the  public  "erroneous  or  incomplete 
information" J    The- ourtailment  of  Sunday 
service  is  a  deplorable  situation,  for  the 
public  as  well  as  for  the  staff.    No  doubt 
it  needs  publicity.    Publicity  presented 
through  the  right  channels  will  be  more 
effective  than  random  comments  by  those  not 
in  a  position  to  make  such  comments* 

As  a  membfer  of  the  Staff  Association,  I 
also  disapprove  of  the  way  in  -vdiich  Mr 
McDonough  allied  himself  with  the  Associa- 
tion.   The  denial  of  his  representation  of 
the  Association  as  its  President  in  the 
last  paragraph  failed  to  compensate  for 
the  fact  that  the  first  part  of  the  article 
definitely  established  him  as  the  president 
of  the  organization. 
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To  the  Soap  Box:  ! 

The  Sunday-closing  situa-  | 
tion  has  once  more  brought  up  the  questioni, 
Just  how  important  is  service  to  the  pub-  [ 
lie  in  the  eyes  of  the  administration  of 
this  Library?    Apparently  renovating  has 
become  the  prime  factor  in  the  B.P.L.  The 
book  budget  doesn't  allow  for  the  purchase 
of  books,  at  least  in  departments  known 
to  this  writer* 

Books  very  much  in  demand  are  sent  to 
storage  to  make  room  for  offices  -  not 
more  books.    Jobs  are  created  when  the 
work  could  be  divided  among  what  staff  we 
had,  if  we're  so  poor#    Now  we're  going  to 
close  on  Sundays.    Enough  has  been  said 
about  the  loss  in  pay  to  members  of  the 
staff.    I  wish  to  emphasize  the  loss  in  i 
service  to  the  public.    How  much  longer  i 
is  this  sort  of  thing  going  to  go  on? 

WWW  if    ff  7fif*ff 4 


CIVIL  DEFENSE 
First  Aid 

May  fifteenth  was  a  red-letter  day  for 
some  fifty  members  of  the  staff  for  it 
narked  the  completion  of  two  courses  in 
First  Aid  given  under  the  competent  direc- 
tion of  Mrs  Mary  Farrell  and  Mr  Louis 
Rains.    Features  of  the  ceremonies,  held 
in  the  Lecture  Hall    at  9  a.m.,  were  the 
presentation  of  certificates  by  the  Direc- 
tor and  a  brief  talk  by  Mr  Alfred  J, 
Spitall  of  the  Boston  Metropolitan  Chapter 
of  the  American  Red  Cross.    The  speakers 
were  introduced  by  lir  Francis  Moloney, 
in  charge  of  the  Library's  Civil  Defense 
program.    This  meeting,  which  climaxed 
2h  hours  of  class  work  by  the  students, 
was  planned  by  Mrs  Edna  Yfollent,  in  Charge 
of  Medical  and  Health  Services.    The  Li- 
brary's Civil  Defense  Planning  Committee 
was  represented  at  the  ceremonies  by  its 
chairman,  Sarah  M,  Usher.    Mr  John  Wc 
Tuiey,  as  Co-ordinator,  also  attended. 

Plans  will  be  made  for  refresher  and 
advanced  First  Aid  courses  to  begin  early  • 
in  October. 


SECOND  OFFICIAL  DAYLIGHT  AIR  RAID  TEST 

The  second  official  daylight  air  raid 
test,  which  took  place  on  Jfey  l5,  at 
10:20  a.m.,  was  taken  pretty  much  in  stride 
by  members  of  the  staff  and  public,  both 
in  branch  libraries  and  in  Central  Library. 
In  the  latter,  steps  which  had  been  taken 
to  eliminate  the  bottleneck  on  the  Blagden 
Street  stairs  proved  in  practice  to  be 
effective.    All  in  all,  the  Library's  par- 
ticipation in  the  test  was  apparantly  quite 
a  success. 

BPLEBA  CELEBRATES  FIFTIETH  ANNIVERSARY 

The  Golden  Anniversary  of  the  Employee's 
Benefit  Association  was  celebrated  on 
Thursday  evening,  May  15,  with  a  dinner- 
dance  in  the  Louis  XIV  Ballroom  of  the 
Hotel  Somerset.    Seated  at  the  head  table 
were  Mr  and  Mrs  Albert  L«  Carpenter, 
Miss  Helen  Colgan,  Mr  Lee  M.  Friedman,  Mr 
and  Mrs  Milton  E.  Lord,  and  Mr  Francis  B. 
Masterson. 

Mr  Albert  L.  Carpenter,  President  of  the 
Association,  served  as  toastmaster  for  the 
occasion  introducing  the  speakers.  Miss 
Helen  E.  Colgan,  Chairman  of  the  Golden 
Anniversary  Dinner-dance,  expressed  her 
gratitude  to  members  of  the  several  commit- 
tees who  had  assisted  her  in  carrying 
through  plans  for  the  party.    Mr  Lee  M. 
Friedman,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  Library^  Mr  Milton  E.  Lord, 
Director  and  Mr  Francis  B,.  Jfeisterson,  for- 
mer Trustee,  all  spoke  briefly  to  the  as- 
sembled guests.    Unfortunately  Mr  Al  Capp, 
who  had  accepted  an  invitation  to  be  guest 
speaker  at  the  dinner,  was  unable  to  attend 
because  of  an  emergency  call  to  Washington. 

It  was  pleasant  for  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation and  their  guests  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  greet  as  charter  members  Ik" 
Robert  F.  Dixon,  Mr  William  Mulloney,  and 
Mr  Morris  J.  Rosenberg]  and  to  greet  also 
as  former  members  of  the  Association,  Mr 
William  Graham,  Miss  Jane  Hasson,  Mr 
Garrett  Lacey,  and  Mr  John  Watson. 

Following  the  conclusion  of  the  speaking 
program,  guests  stayed  to  continue  dancing 
to  music  furnished  by  Vbc  Frank  Myers* 
orchestra. 
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EDITOR'S  CORNER 

A  limited  number  of  copies  of  The  Queg-" 
tion  Mark  have  been  requested  for  the 
booth  of  SORT  (Staff  Organization  Round 
Table)  at  the  A.L.A.  convention  in  New 
lork  in  July.    The  Question  Mark  ;Till  be 
one  of  mar^  staff  bulletins  on  display 
from  libraries  all  over  the  country,*  Such 
an  exhibit  in  our  07m  staff  library  might 
give  us  some  new  points  of  view  concerning 
the  importance  and  place  of  association 
bulletins  as  a  function  of  staff  associa- 
tions.   Wouldn't  it  be  worthwhile  for  the 
E.P.L.P.S.A.  Executive  Board  to  explore 
the  possibilities  of.  arranging  for  an 
exhibition  of  staff  publications,  or  to 
see  if  SORT  would  sponsor  a  traveling 
exhibit  of  such  material? 

Ihiring  the  convention  on  July  3  at 
10:30  a.m.,  SORT  will  present  Mr  Robert  H. 
Holmes,  Jr.,  Employee  Relations  Officer  at 
the  Library  of  Congress,  whose  subject 
will  be  •T.T-.at  the  Staff  Association  Can  Do 
to  Promote  Staff  Welfare."    Such  a  subject j 
is  important  enough  that  one  of  the  dele-  j 
gates  from  the  B.P.L.  would  do  us  a  ser- 
vice by  giving  us  a  resume  of  the  talk, 
or,  b^itter  still,  by  bringing  back  a 
mimeographed  copy  of  the  speech  which  is 
to  be  distributed  at  the  meeting  for 
future  report  in  The  Question  ?/!ark«  This 
might  encourage  more  of  our  staff  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  activities  of  our  own 
Morale  Committee  either  by  writing  to  The 
Question  l£a.rk  or  directly  to  the  Co- 
chairmen  of  the  committee,  giving  their 
ideas  and  reactions  to  this  talk  and  its 
relation  to  our  own  local  problems. 

G.M.P. 


PERSONAL  NOTES 


New  Staff  Members 


Robert  J.  Anglin,  Book  Stack  Service. 

Mildred  P.  Fischer,  Jamaica  Plain  Branch; 
formerly  part-time  at  West  Roxbury  Brancho 

Julia  A,  Lenzi,  Mattapan  Branch,  formerly 
part-time  at  Orient  Heights  Branch. 

Louis  M,  Ugalde,  Rare  Book  Department. 

William  Jo  Gurney,  Audio-Visual  Center © 

Mrs  Alice  A,  Marcoux,  Bookmobile,  former- 
ly part-time. 

Miss  Bertha  To  Dumsha,  Adams  Street 
Branch,  formerly  part-time » 

Michael  W.  Barden,  Cataloging  and  Classi- 
fication Department,  Division  of  Reference 
and  Research  Services,  formerly  part-time© 

John  F,  Buckley,  Book  Preparation  Depart- 
ment, formerly  part-time  in  Cataloging  and 
Classification  Department,  Division  of 
Reference  and  Research  Services o 

Linda  M,  Pagliuca,  North  End  Branch, 
formerly  part-time. 

Re-entered  Service 

Gloria  H.  Shine,  South  End  Branch*  Miss 
Shine  resigned  in  September,  1951,  to 
attend  Columbia  School  of  Library  Servicse 

Resignations 

Mrs  Florence  K,  Goodman,  IVfeittapan  Branch, 
to  remain  at  home. 

Iferjorie  Ao  Leonard,  Jamaica  Plain  Brand- 
to  do  camp  work  for  the  summer. 

Jfrs  Shirley  B.  Ahern,  History  Department, 
to  remain  at  home. 

Charles  R.  Shaw,  Adams  Street  Branch, 

John  W.  Hall,  Audio-Visual  Center,  to 
accept  another  position. 

Prizes 

Thomas  McAuliffe,  General  Reference  De- 
partment, was  awarded  the  Franklin  Medal 
at  High  School  of  Commerce. 
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Transf ers 

Rita  E,  Susij  from  North  End  Branch  to 
East  Boston  Branch. 

Jfary  C,  Day,  from  East  Boston  Branch  to 
jfemorial  Branch. 

Engagement 

Jiary  A,  Blute^  Uphams  Corner  Branch,  to 
S.  Duane  LaFollete,  of  Aurora,  Missouri. 
A  June  wedding  is  planned, 

STORK  EVENTS 

Have  you  met  those  two  large  inflated 
gentlemen  w?)lking  down  the  corridors?  They 
are  the  two  newest  papas,  dispensing  choc- 
olates and  lollypops  in  honor  of  the 
births  of  Katherine  Louise,  a  beautiful 
blond,  born  June  9,  daughter  of  ¥x  and  Mrs 
William  T.  Casey,  Open  Shelf  Department, 
and  Dean  Kingsbury,  a  7-lb  boy  born  on 
June  10,  son  of  ?.fr  and  Ivirs  George  M,  Fahud, 
Music  Department 

BON  VOl^GE 

Miss  Colomba  N,  Bartalini,  Branch  Issue 
Department,  accompanied  by  her  mother, 
leaves  by  air  for  Italy  on  June  30. 


Miss  Rita  M,  Desaulniers,  Kirstein  Busi-I 
ness  Branch  sails  from  New  York  on  the  ! 
Queen  Uarj,  July  9  for  a  seven-week  tour  \ 
of  Europe. 


Miss  Madalene  D,  Holt,  Neponset  Branch 
sails  on  June  2h  for  a  tour  of  major 
European  countries. 


Miss  Taimi  E,  Lilja,  Codraan  Square 
Eranch,  leaves  by  air,  June  23,  for  Fin- 
land, where  she  will  visit  relatives* 
Eefcre  ret^jirning  home.  Miss  Lilja  plans  to 
visit  several  E^jropean  countries  including 
England,  France,  and  Svatzerland, 


Miss  Pearl  Smart,  Personnel  Office, 
accompanied  by  Mrs  Jlinerva  Elliott,  former- 
ly a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Music  De- 
partment, sails  on  June  17  for  a  tour  of 
France,  England  and  Scotland, 

WELCOME  HOME  FROM  THE  HOSPITAL 

Mr  William  J.  Mulloney,  Chief  of  the 
Main  Reading  Room,  Emeritus,  returned  to 
his  home  on  June  2,  from  the  City  Hospital 
where  he  recently  underwent  a  major  opera- 
tiono 


Miss  Mary  McDonough,  Chief  of  Book  Prepa- 
ration Department,  is  resting  at  her  home 
after  treatment  at  St  Elizabeth's  Hospital c 


Officer  Frederick  Crocker  is  recuperating 
at  his  home  after  an  operation  performed 
at  the  Chelsea  Soldiers  Home. 

TODINGS 

On  Sunday,  May  18,  at  two  o'clock  in 
St.  John  the  Baptist  Church,  Salem,  Miss 
Sophie  F.  Leskewicz  became  the  bride  of 
Tir  Robert  J.  Harris  of  Book  Stack  Service. 
The  bride  wore  an  ankle-length  gown  of 
chantilly  lace,  a  finger-tip  veil  with 
lace  crown,  and  carried  her  prayerbook 
with  white  roses,  streamers  of  ribbon  and 
lilies  of  the  valley.    The  maid  of  honor, 
Miss  Mary  Mroz  of  Salem,  was  gowned  in  aqua 
nylon  net  with  matching  picture  hat  and 
carried  a  colonial  bouquet.    Mr  Walter  Gc 
Harris  of  the  Book  Purchasing  Department, 
assisted  his  brother  as  best  man©  After 
the  reception,  which  was  held  at  Saint 
Joseph's  Hall  in  Salem,  the  couple  left 
for  a  wedding  trip  through  New  England, 
They  will  make  their  home  in  Wenhara. 


On  May  18,  at  3  o'clock.  Miss  Bernadette 
Russell  became  the  bride  of  llr  John  J. 
0 'Callahan  of  Charlestown  at  St  Francis  de 
Sales  Church  in  Charlestown.    The  bride 
wore  an  antique  ivory  satin  gown,  with  a 
cathedral  train  and  a  matching  French 
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il-lusicrj    veil.    She  carried  a  prayer  book 
vrLth  orchids  and  lilies  of  the  valley. 
The  <?room's  sister,  as  maid  of  honor,  wore 
aqua  taffeta  and  net  mth  matching  picture 
hat.    Follo\Ting  the  ceremony  a  reception 
Yvas  held  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  par- 
ents after  which  the  couple  left  for  a 
week's  honeymoon  in  New  York  and  V/ashing- 
tono 


On  Sunday  afternoon,  June  8,  1952,  Miss 
Marie  J.  Pineo,  of  Bookmobile  II,  became 
the  bride  of       Blair  M.  Benner,  of  the 
Audio-Visual  Center,  Recordings  Section, 
at  a  ceremony  which  took  place  in  her  home 
The  bride  wore  a  ballerina  length  govvn  of 
white  organdy  and  eyelet  lace  over  a  pale 
blue  slip.    She  carried  a  nosegay  bouquet 
of  vrtiite  carnations  and  white  sweet  peas. 
Her  mid  of  honor  wore  an  aqua  ballerina 
length  govni  and  carried  a  multi-colored 
nosegay  bouquet.    The  reception,  which  vras 
attended  by  mny  of  the  couple's  library 
friends,  was  given  in  the  garden  of  the 
bride's  home.    A  beautiful  day  blessed 
the  har^py  couple  vrith  a  wonderful  recep- 
tion.   A  delicious  pineapple  punch  was 
served  first.    Tempting  sandwiches  were 
arranged  on  shining  silver  trays =  These 
were  accompanied  by  hot  coffee  and  fol- 
lowed by  ice  cream  and  assorted  cakes  and 
cookies.    The  beautiful  three-tiered  wed- 
ding cake  was  made  by  the  bride's  mother o 
The  newly-weds  left  for  the  Berkshires 
amid  a  shovrer  of  confetti. 

MISS  FLORENCE  B.  DARLING  HONORED 

On  a  recent  fine  Saturday  afternoon, 
Miss  Florence  B.  Darling  was  honored  at  a 
luncheon  at  the  Toll  House  in  ^iThitman, 
This  luncheon  was  occasioned  by  l!iss  Darl- 
ing's retirement  from  the  library,  on 
June  30,  19^2,  after  thirty-two  years  of 
service  and  v/as  attended  by  the  entire 
staff. 

The  Wishing  V/ell  at  the  Toll  House  v/as 
the  perfect  place  for  the  many  v;arm  wishes 


Her  keen  interest  ixji  library  affairs  and 
contagious  cnthuoiGSOE  in  so  many  fields 
will  be  available  to  us.    Travel  she  v/ill, 
but  home  to  Faneui^  she  will  cone,  sharing 
her  experiences  with  us  who  love  her  and 
know  her  so  vrell. 

H.M.O. 


VISITORS 

Mrs  Kaethe  Lewy,  Librarian,  The  Jevash 
National  and  University  Library,  Jerusalem, 

Mr  O.H.  Spohr,  University  of  Capetovm 
Library,  Capetown,  South  Africa e 

Miss  Phyllis  Corner,  Public  Library,  New 
South  Wales,  Sydney,  Australia. 

Mr  Naro  Okada,  Director,  Processing  Divi- 
eion^National  Diet  Library,  Akasaka, 
Tokyo ,  Japan . 

Mr  Kohei  Izavra,  Professor  of  Law,  Tohoku 
University,  Sendai,  Japan. 

ZOLTAN  HARASZTI  ADDRESSES 
FRIEiroS  OF  JA'!AICA  PLAIN  BRAUCH  LIBRARY 

On  Monday  evening,  June  9,  a  large  en- 
thusiastic group  of  Friends  of  Jamaica 
Plain  Branch  Library  gathered  at  the  brand 
to  hear  Mr  Zoltan  Haras zti,  distinguished 
author  and  editor.  Keeper  of  Rare  Books  at 
the  Boston  Public  Library.    He  told  his 
audience  many  little  known  facts  about 
John  Adams,  the  subject  of  his  recent  book 
John  Adams  and  the  Prophets  of  Progress. 


offered  Miss  Darling  for  "the  best  that  js'audionco  obviously ^enjoyed  the  talk 


yet  to  come".    Miss  Darling  was  presented 
with  an  orchid  corsage,  a  purse  and  a 
sterling  silver  necklace. 


?^is3  Darling  lives  in  the  district  that 
she  has  served  so  vrell  for  thirty  years, 


The  original  Adams  library,  part  of  the 
fabulous  Rare  Book  Department  of  the  Bosto 
Public  Library,  provided  the  background 
material  for  Mr  Haraszti's  booko    It  v/as 
the  copious  marginal  notes  made  by  John 
Adams  in  the  volumes  of  his  personal  li- 
brary which  revealed  facets  of  the  mn's 
personality  hitherto  unknown.    Far  from 
being  a  reactionary  and  a  monarchist,  as 
he  was  considered  by  his  contemporaries, 
John  Adams,  v/as  a  true  republican  and  one 
of  the  really  great  men  of  the  eighteenth 
centur^A,  as  Mr  Haras  zti  nresents  him.  The 


applauding  vigorouslyo 

The  guests  had  a  chance  to  meet  and  chat 
;vlth  Mr  Haras  zti  while  refreshments  were 


Vie,  at  Faneuil  Branch,  are  fortunate  tha- being  served.    A  wide  variety  of  cakes  and 


cookies,  made  by  members  of  the  "Friends" 
as  well  as  by  the  library  staff,  were  en- 
joyed with  punch o 


LIBRARY  ON  TV 

On  Friday,  June  6,  Thornton  Burgess, 
author  of  animal  stories  and  books  for 
children,  was  the  guest  of  Polly  Huse  over 
WBZ-TV  in  connection  with  his  talk  the 
following  day  in  the  Library  Lecture  Hall, 

Mr  Gerald  F,  Krumm,  President  of  the 
Boston  Mineral  Club,  was  Bill  Hahn's  guest 
over  WNAG-TV  on  Monday,  June  l6,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  mineral  exhibit  in  the  Jfein 
Lobby  through  June  30. 

LIBRARY  IN  THE  NEWS 

On  Tuesday,  May  27,  Mr  John  Kelso,  a 
feature  writer  for  the  Boston  Sunday  Post 
cane  to  the  Library  for  material  for  a 
story  on  the  new  record  reproducing 
machines  in  the  Open  Shelf  Department,  the 
Audio-Visual  Center,  and  the  Adams  Street 
Branch  Library, 

LIBRARY  EXHIBIT  AT  A.F.  OF  L. 
UlilON  IMDU3 TRIES  SHOW 

Do  you  like  routine  or  do  you  like  to  do 
something  different?    From  my  experience 
of  last  month,  I  have  observed  that  many 
staff  members  enjoy  working  on  a  novel 
task.    At  least,  that  seems  to  be  the  ex- 
planation for  the  v/hole -hearted  coopera- 
tion given  by  so  many  departments  of  the 
Library  in  designing,  building  and  ser- 
vicing the  Boston  Public  Library  Service 
to  Labor  Exhibit  at  the  A.F.  of  L,  Union 
Industries  Shovr,  held  in  Mechanics  Build- 
ing on  May  17-2U, 

The  exhibit  had  a  back  wall,  seven  feet 
high,  and  three  counters,  all  displaying 
books  on  labor »    For  anination,  there  was 
a  rotating  red,  white  and  blue  carousel, 
operated  by  electricity,  v^hich  held  twelve 
books  in  colorful  jackets.    There  was  also 
a  "Wheel  of  Information"  with  twelve  labor 
questions,  answered  by  turning  a  red  arrow. 
For  each  question,  there  were  three  open- 
ings, giving  the  author,  title,  and  page  oi 
the  books  in  which  a  full  answer  could  be 
found.    Indeed,  just  as  in  good  library 
practice,  more  than  one  source  is  recom- 
monded,  the  '"Theel  of  Information"  was 
-'.cjomp-mied  with  a  free  booklist,  listing 
four  titles  for  each  of  the  tvrelve  ques- 


tions e 

There  was  no  doubt  that  the  Library  ex- 
hibit had  good  public  relations  value  for 
all  of  the  half-a-million  people  who 
visited  the  Show,    "Oh,  the  Boston  Public 
Library  is  here,  too J"  was  always  exclaimed 
with  pleased  surprise o 

The  attractive,  well-lighted  booth  could 
never  have  been  so  successful  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  assistance  of  so  many 
■staff  members,    I  should  like  to  list  all 
the  departments  who  contributed  to  the 
exhibit  in  many  cases  in  excess  of  their 
regular  work  assignments  because  I  think 
the  whole  staff  can  feel  proud  of  the  co- 
operation on  this  projects  Audio-Visual 
Center,  Book  Stack  Service,  Book  Selection, 
Branch  Issue,  Buildings  (carpenters,  elec- 
tricians, painters),  Open  Shelf ,  Shipping 
and  Statistical  Departments,  Exhibits 
Office,  Office  of  Division  of  Home  Reading 
and  Community  Services,  Office  of  Records, 
Files,  Statistics,  and  the  BPL  Hfeintenance 
Employees  Union,  Local  I3IU9 

I  should  like  to  express  ray  deep  appre- 
oiatlon  of  the  enthusiasm,  initiative  and 
ever-ready  assistance  from  everyone  who 
participated  in  this  successful  undertaking 

Helen  F,  Hirson 
Extension  Librarian 

SORT 

BPLPSA  Delegates 

In  accordance  with  their  regular  custom, 
the  Trustees  of  the  Library  have  allowed 
five  grants  of  $100  each  toward  the  expense 
of  attendance  at  the  Annual  Conference  of 
the  American  Library  Association  to  be  held 
in  New  York,  June  29  -  July  $,  19^2.  As 
in  former  years  those  receiving  the  grants 
have  been  appointed  as  delegates  from  the 
B.P.L.P.S.A.  to  the  SORT  annual  convention, 
held  in  conjunction  with  the  A.L.A.  meet- 
ings, T/ith  power  to  cast  five  votes,  the 
nHximum  allowed  our  association.    The  dele- 
gates are:    Gerald  L,  Ball,  Chief,  Book 
Purchasing  Department]  Fanny  Goldstein, 
Branch  Librarian,  West  End  Branch;  Paul  V, 
Moynihan,  Assistant,  General  Reference  De- 
partment; Mrs  Bette  B,  Preer,  Children's 
Librarian,  Mt  Pleasant  Branch; and  Jfeurice 
F,  Rahilly,  Probationary  Assistant,  Audio- 
Visual  Center, 


Editor's  Note; 

The  following  "campaign  literature"  in 
support  of  Miss  Georgia  Gambrill's  nomina- 
tion as  a  member  of  the  SORT  Steering  Com- 
mittee, for  the  election  to  be  held  during 
the  A.L.A,  convention  in  New  York  was  re- 
ceived from  the  Staff  Association,  Saint 
Louis  Public  Library,    Vfe  take  the  liberty 
of  reprinting » 

Our.  name's  not  Kefauver, 

And  our  name's  not  Taft, 
And  we  don't  know  campaigning 

Fore  nor  Aft, 

But  we  like  our  candidate  - 

We  think  she's  fine. 
And  we  hope  to  "vote  em" 

Right  down  the  line] 

We  know  its  dreadful 

That  we  must  report 
No  representation 

On  committees  of  SORT 

(No  -  never;  not  even  hardly  ever J) 

Our  Georgia  Gambrill 

Will  work  might  and  main 
For  the  common  good 

In  the  SORT  Domain, 

And  the  St,  Louis  Staff 

Know  they've  much  to  gain 
Through  a  closer  tie 

With  the  SORT  Domain,' 

CHILDREN'S  LIBRARIANS  IIEST  AT 
TYLER  STREET  READING  ROOM 

The  Children's  Librarians  concluded  the 
current  season  of  monthly  business  meet- 
ings on  Wednesday,  June  11,  when  they  met 
at  Tyler  Street  Reading  Room.    It  was  the 
opinion  of  those  acquainted  Yrlth  the  Tyler 
Street  Branch  of  yesteryear  that  it  bore 
little  resemblance  to  the  attractive,  gay- 
ly  furnished  rooms  of  today,  v^here  the  at- 
mosphere is  conducive  to  reading  and  relax4 
ationo    Between  the  business  session  and 
the  book  reviews,  the  staff  served  punch 
and  cookies,  including  Chinese  rice  cckes 
that  contained  "fortunes".    It  ^ms  fun  to 
know  that  for  one  Children's  Librarian 
"tomorrow  will  be  peppier"  -  that  another 
"will  soon  have  to  choose  between  two 
lovers",  while  still  another  has  "thoughts 
favorable  for  music  and  entertainment." 


The  meeing  adjourned  with  mutual  good 
wishes  for  a  summer  of  fruitful  activity^ 
punctuated  with  happy  holidays, 

RECENT  MTERIAL  OF  PROFESSIONAL  INTEREST 

Winslow,  Amy.    Many  Minds  Better  "Ehan 
One«    Public  Libraries,  April  19^2,  pp,  U-7« 

In  this  article  Miss  Amy  Winslow,  Direc- 
tor of  the  Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library  in 
Baltimore,  declares  her  belief  in  and  ad- 
miration for  active  employee  participation 
in  library  planning.    She  cites  two  highly 
desirable  results  of  such  participation: 
better  employee  relationship,  and  the  su- 
perior product  which  comes  from  group 
thinkingo    Miss  Winslow  enumerates  and  com- 
ments upon  methods  now  used  at  Enoch  Pratt 
that  allow  many  of  the  good  minds  of  the 
staff  to  -VTorlf  on  the  problems  of  that  Li- 
brary.    Ideas  are  encouraged  and  given  full 
consideration,  even  though  they  can't  be 
carried  out,  or  have  failed  previously. 
Staff  committees  are  established  to  con- 
tribute   to  planning  and  executiono  The 
opinion  of  the  staff  is  solicited  through 
questionnaire  or  votec    Early  announcement 
about  new  plans  is  made  to  the  staff o  The 
advice  of  the  staff  in  the  preparation  of 
the  budget  is  solicited.    The  Staff  Asso- 
ciation is  regarded  as  an  asset*  Member- 
ship in  professional  organizations  is  en- 
couraged.   Miss  Yi^inslow  warns  the  reader 
of  this  article  that  the  above  methods  are 
probably  not  new^  but  they  are  all  being 
used  in  her  library^    Team-work  such  as 
she  describes  is  not  always  easy,  but  the 
Director  of  the  Enoch  Pratt  Library  is 
certain  that  "one  of  the  delights  in  work- 
ing in  the  Pratt  Library  is  that  we  work 
together" 0    At  the  end  of  this  article 
Miss  Winslow  states :    "We  are  firm  be- 
lievers in  democratic  administration.  Hav- 
ing learned  through  pleasant  experience 
that  many  minds  are  better  than  one"« 


Martin,  Lowelle  A  Review  of  Alice  I, 
Bryan's  "The  Public  Librarian,"  Public 
Libraries,  April  19^2,  ppo 
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Dr  Lowell  Martin,  Associate  Dean  of  the 
Columbia  University  School  of  Library  Ser- 
vice, believes  the  strength  of  this  volume 
of  the  Public  Library  Inquiry  "is  more  in 
its  appraisal  of  the  existing  situation 
than  in  its  prescription  for  change" •  In 
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I    }ilss  Bryan's  book  the  public  librarian  is 
pictured  as  a  variable  unit  in  a  group. 
This  group  has  certain  characteristics, 
among  them:    below-average  scores  on  tests 
of  aggressiveness  and  self-confidence;  un- 
even age  distribution  of  professional  per- 
sonnel, with  heavy  concentration  in  the 
I4O-55  age  group;  failure  to  achieve  col- 
lege graduation  on  the  part  of  over  UO  per 
cent  of  the  persons  holding  professional 
position;  and  personal  (but  not  monetary) 
satisfaction  felt  by  librarians  in  their 
work.    Dr  Martin  claims  that  the  findings 
of  the  Guillard-Martin  Inventory  and  the 
Strong  Vocational  Interest  blanks  used  to 
test  personality  factors  as  reported  by 
Miss  Bryan,  are,  in  general,  approxima- 
tions and  at  specific  points  may  be  unre- 
liable.   In  the  section  on  personnel  ad- 
ministration Dr  Martin  notes  there  is  only 
limited  development  of  comprehensive  and 
consistent  personnel  programs  in  libraries, 
Some  of  the  serious  charges  against  librai^' 
personnel  practices  listed  by  Miss  Bryan 
and  noted  by  Dr  ^fertin  are*    failure  to 
define  clearly  the  nature  of  professional 
work,  inadequacy  of  methods  for  selecting 
and  promoting  employees,  and  the  limited 
opportunities  given  to  staff  members  to 
grow  on  the  job  both  for  their  own  benefit 
and  that  of  library  service.    The  person- 
nel administration  section  of  Miss  Bryan's 
book  is  criticised  on  the  point  that  only 
limited  attention  is  given  to  psychologi- 
cal conditions  of  employment,  such  as 
sense  of  purpose,  creative  effort,  and 
personal  recognition,  while  more  emphasis 
is  placed  on  equitable  salaries,  working 
conditions  and  security*    Dr  Martin  be- 
lieves that  Alice  Bryan's  The  Public  Li- 
brarian provides  answers  to  the  question: 
are  library  staff  members  really  equal  to 
the  tasks  which  they  are  called  upon  to 
perform,  and  how  can  we  bring  the  quality 
of  personnel  up  to  the  necessary  level* 

Public  Libraries,  the  official  publica- 
tion of  the  A.L.A.  Division  of  Public  Li- 
braries, has  devoted  its  April  195?  issue 
to  the  subject  of  library  administration. 
In  addition  to  the  two  articles  described 
above  this  issue  has  two  other  articles  of 
interest:    "Problems  of  Coordination  and 
Research  in  Large  Public  Libraries",  by 
Dr  Edward  Wight;  "Vfork  Simplification  in 
Libraries",  by  Dr  Joseph  Wheeler. 

Some  of  the  periodicals  of  the  library 
profession  in  their  recent  issues  carry 
material  of  considerable  usefulness  for 
librarians  who  v^ill  attend  the  A.LoA.  Con- 


ference in  New  York  City,  June  29  -  July  5. 
The  A.L.A.  Bulletin  for  March  has  a  map  of 
the  Conference  area  and  a  list  of  hotel 
rates.    The  May  issue  has  an  article  "Side- 
lights on  New  York"  by  Harold  L,  Roth  that 
gives  ideas  for  sightseeing,  advice  on 
what  to  wear,  and  other  helpful  hints  for 
a  pleasant  New  York  visit*    This  same  issue 
carries  some  Conference  notes »    The  Bulle- 
tin for  June  gives  the  tentative  program  of 
the  Conference.    The  Library  Journal  for 
March  15,  19^2  has  articles  that  give  a 
list  of  books  on  New  York  City,  cite  sig- 
nificant new  buildings,  suggest  visits  to 
libraries  and  museums,  and  provide  other 
items  of  interest  to  the  Conference  visitor. 


Hardy,  May  Go    The  Library  of  Congress 
Subject  Catalog:    An  Evaluation,    The  Li- 
brary Quarterly,  January  19^2,  pp.  UO-50, 

Those  of  us  who  have  occassion  to  use  the 
comparatively  recent  publication  Library 
of  Congress  Subject  Catalog  will  find  this 
evaluation  of  much  usefulness  and  consider- 
able interest.    The  Subject  Catalog  was 
inaugurated  in  1950  as  a  complement  to  the 
Library  of  Congress  Author  Catalog,  The 
Subject  Catalog  lists  under  appropriate 
subject  headings,  regardless  of  country  of 
origin,  works  published  since  January, 
19U5  (in  the  Roman,  Greek,  Hebrew,  Gaelic, 
or  Cyrillic  alphabets),  received  and  cata- 
loged by  the  Library  of  Congress,  or  for 
that  Library  by  other  American  libraries 
participating  in  the  cooperative  catalog- 
ing program.    It  assembles  under  the  stan- 
dard Library  of  Congress  subject  headings 
traced  on  the  printed  cards  those  WDrks 
listed  under  authors,  editors,  translators, 
etc.,  in  the  Author  Catalog  for  the  corres- 
ponding periods 

Miss  Hardy  writes  that  the  potentialities 
of  the  Subject  Catalog  can  be  realized  if 
such  defects  as  the  Library  of  Congress 
system  of  subject-heading  includes  can  be 
corrected  in  time.    Defects  due  to  the 
lack  of  minute  editorial  supervision  are 
seen  to  be  quite  noticeable  in  the  see 
references o    The  Catalog  is  being  produced 
by  largely  mechanical  mjsthods  with  a  mini- 
mum of  editorial  supervision,  because  this 
method  at  present  is  financially  feasible© 
Details  of  format,  layout,  and  organiza- 
tion of  the  catalog  are  being  studied  by 
the  editors  and  future  issues  will  include 
necessary  changes*    Miss  Hardy  laments  the 
lack  of  an  introductory  statement  that 
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should  include  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
scope  and  limitations  of  the  the  coverage 
and    a  clear  exposition  setting  forth  the 
general  design  of  the  subject-heading  sys- 
tem.   With  such. an  introductory  explanation, 
a  minimum  of  professional  guidance  will  be 
required  in  using  the  catalog »    It  is 
pointed  out  that  international  use  of  the 
catalog  is  hampered  by  the  alphabetical 
arrangement,  and  it  is  suggested  that  a 
classified  arrangement,  as  is  found  in  the 
British  National  Bibliography,  would  great-j 
ly  facilitate  foreign  use.    "If  the  Sub-  j 
ject  Catalog  can  be  accurate  and  depend-  [ 
able  in  its  subject  analysis  of  books;  if  | 
the  subject  headings  used  in  it  are  ade-  j 
quate,  up  to  date,  and  logically  Integra t-i 
ed;  and  if  it  can  be  made  prompt  and  reaHy 
comprehensive  in  its  coverage  of  the  re-  ; 
cent  American  and  foreign  works  available  ; 
in  American  libraries,  then  its  place  in 
the  organization  of  American  bibliography 
will  be  assured,  and  its  usefulness  will 
be  great  indeed." 

P,  Moynihan 


Mt.  Pleasant,  and  lilrs  Ruth  Gibson,  who  is 
on  leave  of  absence,  at  an  Italian  lunch- 
eon served  at  the  branch.    The  staff  pre- 
sented a  pewter  bowl  to  Miss  Obenauer  as 
a  belated  farewell  gift.    We  wish  both  liiss 
Obenauer  and  Mrs  Gibson  the  best  of  luck. 


On  Saturday,  Mary  2U,  Miss  Frances  C, 
Lepie,  Branch  Librarian  of  Mt  Bowdoin, 
sailed  on  the  Liberte  for  an  extended  tour 
of  Europe  and  Israelo    Prior  to  her  leaving 
she  was  guest  of  honor  at  a  bon  voyage 
party  given  by  her  staff.    Champagne  was 
served  and  the  group  drank  a  toast  to  a 
very  happy  voyage  for  Miss  Lepie,  The 
lobster  salad  luncheon  was  topped  off  by  a 
gaily  decorated  bon  voyage  cake.    The  staff 
presented  Miss  Lepie  with  a  Kodak  Pony 
Camera  hoping  that  she  will  capture  some 
of  the  more  clamorous  scenes  which  she  will 
enjoy.    As  an  added  surprise  she  received 
a  soft  grey  doeskin  case  for  the  camera 
from  the  Extra  Assistants-, 


THE  SOCIAL  mjRL 


A  bon  voyage  party  at  Eoraschi's  was 
held  May  12  for  two  members  of  the  Kir- 
stein  Business  Branch  staff  who  are  visit- 
ing Europe  this  summer.    The  fortunate 
members  are  Miss  Rita  Desaulniers  and  Miss 
Gilda  Rossetti.    Mss  Rossetti  left  Fri- 
day, May  16,  from  New  York  aboard  the  lie 
de  France  for  a  9-week  stay  in  Europe. 
Gilda,  who  is  travelling  with  her  sister 
Jeanne,  plans  to  meet  her  brother  and  his 
family  in  Paris,  from  where  they  will 
start  on  a  motor  trip  through  France, 
Italy,  and  back  to  Germany  where  her 
brother  is  stationed  with  the  U.S.  Array, 
Miss  Desaulniers  is  sailing  for  Europe  on 
the  Queen  Mary,  leaving  New  York  July  9, 
England,  France,  Denmark,  Italy,  and 
Switzerland  are  among  the  countries  induct- 
ed in  the  7-week  tour  Rita  is  taking  with 
her  sister  Louiseo    Both  Rita  and  Gilda 
are  planning  to  keep  interesting  records 
of  their  trips  in  the  travel  books  pre- 
sented them  by  the  staff. 


On  May  22,  the  staff  of  Jamaica  Plain 
Branch  honored  Miss  Marjorie  Obenauer, 
recently  appointed  Branch  Librarian  at 


On  Sunday  eveining,  May  2^,  Miss  Edna  Ge 
Peck  gave  a  delightful  "Bon  Voyage"  party 
for  a  group  of  the  Boston  Public  Library 
staff  members  who  are  now  on  their  way  to 
Europe,  or  soon  to  leave o    A  delicious 
buffet  supper  was  served  while  guests  had 
fun  discussing  itineraries  and  highlights 
of  their  respective  trips.    Pictures  of  the 
1950  European  vacation  taken  with  Jiiss 
Peck  were  shown  by  Miss  Margaret  Morgan 
and  Miss  Virginia  Haviland,  Traveling 
guests  included  Mrs  Elizabeth  Wright, 
Misses  Pearl  Smart,  Barbara  Gilson,  Tairai 
Lilja,  Madalene  Holt  and  Margaret  Morgan; 
and  lirs  Josisie  Morgan,    Jtrs  liiinepva  Elliott 
was  prevented  from  attending  because  of 
illness o 


The  Fiction  Committee,  (about  to  be  dis- 
solved to  be  reborn  as  the  Adult  Book  Sel- 
ection Committee)  paid  tribute  to  its  own 
passing  by  enjoying  a  substantial  dinner 
at  Lock  Ober's  on  Tuesday  evening,  May  27& 
Mrs  Geraldine  M,  Altman,  Jamaica  Plain 
Branch  was  unable  to  be  present  due  to 
illness  on  the  staff,  but  all  other  members 
were  present,  with  hearty  appetites.  At 
the  conclusion  of  the  leisurely,  social 
dinner,  it  was  the  unanimous  decision  that 
no  less  painful  method  of  demise  could  be 
devised,  * 


On  Wednesday  evening,  June  h,  Miss 
Dorothy  F.  Nourse  had  a  joint  celebration  I 
at  her  home  in  honor  of  Miss  Harriet  Frye  ■ 
who  will  be  married  on  June  15 >  and  Miss  ' 
Mary  C,  Day  who  will  be  transferred  to  ! 
Memorial  Branch,    Immediately  after  the  j 
festive  dinner,  attended  by  the  staff  of  j 
the  East  Boston  Branch,  Miss  Day  wag  given! 
a  lovely  necklace  and  earrings  set»  Later; 
in  the  evening  Miss  Frye  via.3  presented  j 
with  an  enormous  book,  gaily  decorated, 
which  contained  useful  kitched  gadgets  [ 
colorfully  vrrapped  with  original  jingles  ' 
attached.    The  biggest  surprise  was  the 
sterling  silver  pie  server,  cream  ladle    '  ' 
and  salt  spoons.    The  evening  concluded 
with  a  clever  puzzle  made  up  of  book  j 
titles  telling  the  story  of  the  "Royal  ^ 
i^d  to  Romance,"  i 


were  invited  to  rack  their  battered  biains 
solving  a  literary  quiz  prepared  by  Miss 
Nourse,    Strange  as  it  may  seem,  no  one 
received  zero  for  her  efforts,  although 
several  hovered  near  that  precarious  digit, 
The  piece  de  resistance  of  the  evening  was 
one  of  Miss  Nourse 's  famous  culinary  crea- 
tions «-  a  large  green  parfait  sea,  lashed 
Ydth  whipped  cream  waves,  on  which  floated 
the  good  ship,'  properly  equipped  with  life 
savers,  just  in  case  the  whipped  cream 
waves  should  grow  obstreperous.    Never  be- 
fore in  the  history  of  nankin(4  has  a  whole 
sea  disappeared  so  rapidly.    At  a  late 
hour  the  guests  remembered  that  nine 
o'clock  the  next  morning  comes  early  these 
days  and  they  departed  with  hearty  good 
wishes  for  the  guest  of  honor,  wholeheart- 
ed thanks  to  their  hostess,  and  a  unani- 
mous conviction  that  bon  voyage  parties 
are  a  wonderful  institution. 


The  members  of  the  Personnel  Office  gave 
a  bon  voyage  party  for  Jfrs  Elizabeth  L, 
Wright,  Supervisor  of  Personnel  and  Miss 
Pearl  B,  Smart,  Assistant  to  the  Supervi- 
sor    Personnel  at  Novak's  Tcwne  Terrace 
on  Tuesday,  June  10,  1952.    Miss  Smart 
will  be  sailing  for  Europe  aboard  the 
Mauretania  on  Tuesday,  June  17,  1952  and 
will  tour  England,  Scotland  and  France, 
Mrs  Wright  will  be  flying  to  England  dur- 
ing the  middle  part  of  August  and  will 
travel  in  England  and  Scotland,  Both  Mrs 
Wright  and  l^ss  Smart  were  presented  with 
fitted  traveling  kits  for  use  on  their 
European  trips. 


THE  POETS'  CORNER 


Two  programs  of  plays  by  poets  living  in 
the  Boston  area  were  given  recently  in  the 
Court  of  the  Fogg  Museum,  Cambridge,  Smith, 
a  Masque,  by  Alison  Bishop  and  The  Center > 
by  Cid  Gorman  were  among  the  plays  pre- 
sented.   Both  of  these  productions  were 
very  favorably  received,    Mrs  Bishop  is  a 
member  of  the  staff  of  the  Rare  Book  De-» 
partment,    Mr  Gorman  is  a  former  member  of 
the  Open  Shelf  Department  staff, 

S.L.A.  CONVENTION 
On  Tuesday  evening,  June  10,  Miss  Edna  ' 
G,  Peck  entertained  the  staffs  of  the  two  |    The  h^rd  annual  convention  of  the  Special 
Book  Selection  Departments  in  her  recently-  Libraries  Association  was  held  at  the  Hotel 


redecorated  apartment,  v/hichall  agreed 
should  be  featured  in  House  Beautiful. 
Following  a  delicious  dinner,  and  between 
showers  (hail  and  otherwise),  the  Fenway 
Rose  Gardens  were  visited. 


On  Wednesday  evening,  Jxine  11,  ?4iss 
Dorothy  F,  Nourse  '.vas  hostess  at  a  bon 
voyage  party  for  her  house  mate.  Miss 
Ma^ene  D,  Holt.    After  the  guest  of 
honor  had  opened  and  displayed  several 
attractive  and  practical  gifts,  which  she 
will  no  doubt  find  very  useful  on  her 
forthcoming  trip  to  Europe,  the  gueets 


Statlor,  New  York  City,  from  May  26  to  29, 
^'ollowed  by  a  two-day  poat-convention  pro- 
; gram,  sponsored  by  the  Science  and  Technol- 
I ogy  Oroup,  and  devoted  to  restricted  and 
other  documents. 

An  exceptionally  full  program  was  provid- 
ed for  all  groups,  and  divisions,  with  sa 
many  outstanding  speakers  and  visits  occur- 
ing  at  the  same  time,  selection  was  diffi- 
cult. 

The  major  topics  of  discussion  at  the 
various  Science  and  Technology  sectional 
meetings  were  on  the  compilation  of  refers 
ence  sources  -  abstracts,  translations, 
periodicals,  indices,  bibliographies,  stan- 
dards -  both  in  English  and  other  languages. 
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on  new  methods  of  publication  and  repro- 
duction by  the  use  of  microfilm,  micro- 
print, microcards,  the  minute  indexing  of 
information  by  punched  card  and  other 
machine  aids,  and  the  reference  use  of 
material  by  means  of  high-speed  facsimile, 
rapid  selectors,  wire  recording,  televised 
transmission,  etc. 

An  especially  interesting  discussion  on 
legal  aspects  of  photo  and  other  machine 
documentation  was  given  by  Albert  S<,  Davis 
who  stressed  the  fact  that  such  reproduced 
material  is,  in  general,  not  admissable  as 
evidence,  and  that  libraries  should  pre- 
serve original  and  rare  sources, 

A  most  delightful  day  was  spent  by  the 
Biological  Section  in  a  visit  to  the  Boyce 
Thompson  Institute  for  Plant  Research  in 
Yonkers,  "vrtiere  startling  developments  in 
weed  control,  mushroom  growth  in  solution, 
and  plant  varients  with  colchicims  are 
being  made,  and  to  the  New  York  Botanical 
Gardens,  where  a  sight-seeing  deluxe  ser- 
vice, in  the  form  of  a  miniature  train  was 
provided. 

Of  the  general  meetings,  the  first  pre- 
sented His  Honor  lifeyor  Impellitteri  in  a 
most  gracious  welcome,  the  second,  a 
luncheon  meeting,  brought  Dr  Benjamin  A. 
Cohen,  Assistant  Secretary  General  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Information  of  the 
UoN.,  Dr  Solomon  V,  Amaldo,  Director  of 
UNESCO,  and  Pauline  Frederick,  radio  and 
U.N.  commentator,  as  principal  speakers, 
and  the  third  was  devoted  to  personnel 
problems  in  company  libraries » 

Loraine  A,  Sullivan 

M.L.A>  ANNUAL  MEETING 

Reports  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Massachusetts  Library  Association  held  at 
the  Hotel  Belmont,  West  Harwich,  Massachu- 
setts, June  13-lU,  1952,  are  given  below: 

The  Hfttayds  of  Publlahlng 

Miss  Catherine  Yerxa,  President,  was 
chairman  of  the  afternoon  program  which 
featured  Mr  Donald  S,  Cameron,  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  American  Book  Publishers 
Council,  and  Miss  Helen  Jones,  Associate 
Editor  for  juveniles  at  Little,  Brown  Co, 
Before  introducing  Mr  Cameron,  Miss  Yerxa 
spoke  of  a  joint  committee  set  up  in  19^0 
by  the  A.L.A,  and  American  Book  Publishers 


Coiincil  to  consider  such  matters  pertaining 
to  books  as  intellectual  freedom,  censor- 
ship, copyright  and  legislation.    Her  open- 
ing remarks  stressed  the  point  that  librar- 
ies are  one  of  the  greatest  distributing 
agencies  of  books  and  therefore  it  would  be 
in  the  interest  of  publishers  to  get  to- 
gether with  librarians  to  consider  their 
needs. 

Mr  Cameron  stated  that  in  the  industry 
I  of  communication  of  ideas,  books  are  rather 
the  poor  cousins,  for  they  derive  no  income 
other  than  from  sales j  while  radio,  tele- 
vision, newspapers  and  magazines  receive 
additional  income  from  advertising.  Book 
publishing  represents  an  enormous  financial 
risk.    Since  the  war  book  publishers  have 
been  depending  heavily  on  subsidiary  in- 
come from  such  sources  as  book  clubs,  mov- 
ing picture  rights,  and  digest  magazine 
synopses,    Simon  &  Schiister  en^jloys  an- edi- 
tor to  consider  each  manuscript  offered  as 
a  possibility  for  such  subsidiary  income. 
Less  than  twenty  cents  of  the  consumer's 
dollar  for  reading  natter  is  spent  on  booksj 
the  remainder  of  the  dollar  goes  to  the 
purchase  of  magazines  and  newspapers  0 
Slightly  less  than  half  of  the  books  now 
published  are  paper  cover  reprints;  this 
represents  a  100^  rise  in  the  last  four 
years.    Some  New  York  publishers  are  con- 
sidering paper  cover  format  for  original 
works;  an  example  of  this  is  the  "New 
World  Writing"  which  sells  for  35  cents, 
Mr  Cameron  thinks  people  are  not  buying  so 
many  hard-cover  books  because  of  their  cost, 
and  because  they  take  up  space  in  homes 
which  are  becoming  smaller,    Mr  Cameron  is 
not  pessimistic  however  about  the  book  in- 
dustry, for  he  believes  there  will  always 
be  an  intelligent  reading  public. 

Miss  Jones  described  the  main  problem  of 
a  publisher's  editor,  which  is  to  know  what 
to  publish.    Quantity  of  books  being  pub- 
lished continues  great,  but  the  search  goes 
on  always  for  quality©    If  the  librarian  . 
v/ould  consent  to  see  the  publishers'  repre- 
sentatives when  they  call,  this  would,  in 
Miss  Jones'  estimation,  greatly  improve 
publisher-librarian  relations,  and  would 
bring  about  better  cooperation.    As  the 
basis  for  editorial  selection  of  juvenile 
books  by  the  publishers.  Miss  Jones  cited 
three  points:    market  probabilities;  likeli- 
hood of  professional  acceptance;  editorial 
preference.    Implicit  in  all  three  points 
must  be  the  child's  interest.  Publishers 
are  now  depending  upon  libraries  and  . 
schools  as  their  main  market  for  the  hard 
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cover  books. 

In  the  question  period  following  these 
talks  on  "The  Hazards  of  Publishing",  Miss 
Mead  of  Winchester  pointed  out  that  some 
very  good  material  was  coming  to  her  li- 
brary in  paper  covers,  but  the  margins  of 
such  were  too  narrow  for  binding e  Miss 
Phillips  of  Norwood  asked  Mr  Cameron  if 
librarians  who  wanted  to  let  publishers  j 
know  books  were  needed  in  certain  subject  j 
fields  should  write  to  the  American  Book  j 
Publishers  Council  about  it.    Mr  Cameron  j 
replied  in  the  negative,  explaining  that  i 
the  Council  considers  only  the  business  i 
and  economic  side  of  publishing,  and  does  1 
not  consider  the  editorial  work  of  pub- 
lishing.   In  reply  to  Miss  Phillips,  Miss  | 
Jones  suggested  writing  to  individual 
publishers.    After  some  interesting  que-s-  : 
tions  and  answers  the  afternoon  program 
came  to  a  close,  j 

Mind  Meets  Mind,  A  Study  of  Barriers  j 
To  Human  Understanding  j 

I 

Immediately  after  dinner  the  Association: 
heard  Mr  Ernest  W,  J.iuehl,  Associate  Pro- 
fessor of  Public  Speaking  at  Yale  Univer- 
sity, deliver  a  humoxoua  •  and  well  design-' 
ed  talk  on  barriers  to  human  understanding! 
in  the  communication  of  ideas  by  speech,  j 
From  the  talk  we  learned  that  communica-  j 
tion  between  minds  often  fails  for  seman-  j 
tic  reasons,  and  for  various  states  of  | 
mind  of  the  listeners, 

Senantic  difficulties  arise  because  of  ' 
the  great  differences  in  vocabularies  of  ! 
people  trying  to  communicate  ideas;  be-  i 
cause  words  cease  to  carry  their  real 
meaning  when  used  often;  and  because  words' 
exhaust  their  emotional  impact  through  ' 
over  use,  i 

Because  people  tend  to  set  up  barriers 
when  an  idea  unfriendly  to  them  is  about  i 
to  be  communicated,  a  speaker  before  a  I 
group  must  cope  with  such  states  of  mind 
as:    limited  attention;  the  ability  of  thej 
mind  to  deafen  itself  to  what  one  does  notj 
like  to  hear;  the  tendency  of  the  human  ! 
mind  to  deny  the  implications  of  an  un-  | 
friendly  idea;  and  unwillingness  to  gener- 
alize from  a  specific  lesson  involving  an 
unpleasant  issue. 

Mr  Maehl  believed  speech  making  presents 
a  major  problem  to  average  Americans.  He  ! 
considers  the  problem  to  a  rise  from  two  ' 
causes:  the  average  American's  leadership 
rejection  complex  and  his  faith  in  the 
"strong,  silent,  masculine  approach"*  Mr 


Meuhl  concluded  his  interesting  talk  with 
the  thought  that  effective  communication  is 
more  of  an  art  than  a  science, 

P,VoM, 

Vlnlahd  Yesterday  -  Cape  Cod  Today 

Mrs  Virginia  Doane,  President  of  the  Cape 
Ood  Library  Club,  presided  at  the  evening 
meeting,  and  extended  a  welcome  from  the 
Club  which  had  planned  the  program.  Three 
speakers  brought  Cape  Cod  to  the  audience o 
Donald  Trays er,  Clerk  of  Courts  for  Barn- 
stable County  and  Trustee  of  the  Sturgis 
Library  in  Barnstable,  traced  the  history 
of  that  "bared  and  bended  arm  of  Massachu- 
setts" as  Cape  Cod  has  been  so  aptly  des- 
cribed.   Defining  Cape  Cod  humor  as  "Yankee 
humor  with  a  large  dash  of  salt",  he  pro- 
ceeded to  illustrate  with  some  colorful 
anecdotes.    To  show  that  there  are  still 
peculiar  ideas  existing  elsewhere  about 
this  small  part  of  the  U.S.A,,  he  cited  the 
instance  of  the  roan  who  wrote  to  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  requesting  a  place  on  Cape 
Cod  "where  he  could  fish  from  both  sides 
without  moving,"    Lir  Trayser  suggested  the 
following  books  for  those  interested  in 
learning  more  about  Cape  Cod: 

Henry  Kittredge  -  Cape  Cod  and  Shipmasters 
of  Cape  Cod;  Arthur  W,  Tarbell  -  Cape  Cod 
Ahoy]  and  I  retire  to  Cape  Cod;  Frank  and 
Edith  Shay  -  Sand  in  their  shoes « 

The  second  speaker,  Paul  Chavchavadze , 
author  of  Family  Album  and  a  Cape  C odder 
by  adoption,  told  of  his  Russian  background 
and  of  the  reaction  of  his  mother,  who 
lives  in  England,  to  his  chosen  homec  On 
examining  a  map  of  North  America,  she  de- 
cided that  her  son  "  had  landed  on  a  hook". 
He  admitted  that  he  had  "been  hooked" ;  that 
Cape  Cod  had  "gotten  under  his  skin"  to 
such  an  extent  that  in  1939  he  and  his  wife 
had  bought  a  home  in  Wellfleet  by  selling 
a  valuable  diamond  and  emerald  brooch  which 
had  belonged  to  his  wife's  maternal  grand- 
mother. Queen  Olga  of  Greece,  Recognizing 
that  it  is  impossible  to  be  considered  a 
native  Cape  C odder  by  those  who  were  actu- 
ally born  there,  he  said:    "So  long  as  one 
feels  that  he  belongs,  that  is  all  that 
matters e"    He  concluded  with  this  statement 
of  belief:    "During  the  war  in  Germany,  and 
later  in  Korea  and  China,  I  would  sometimes 
sort  of  sniff  the  air  and  think  that  I 
smelled  Cape  Cod*    If  a  man,  when  he  is 
lonely  and  in  a  distant  land  among  people 
who  are  completely  strange  to  him,  suddenly 


-11- 


I 


remembers  a  place  like  that,  it  is  really 
and  truly  his  homeo" 

The  third  speaker  was  Milford  Lawrence, 
florist  and  Trustee  of  the  Falmouth  Public 
Library,  who  spoke  as  a  native  son  who  had 
chosen  in  1921  to  give  up  a  promising 
career  in  Minneapolis  to  return  home  and 
enter  the  family  business  when  his  - 
father's  health  seemed  precarious,  and  who 
had  never  regretted  the  decision  (His 
father,  by  the  way,  is  still  active  at 
90tJ)    In  addition  to  adding  his  quota  of 
local  yarns,  he  spoke  of  the  threat  to  the 
naturalness  of  Cape  Cod  which  over  commer- 
cialism presents  and  of  the  necessity  of 
working  unceasingly  in  an  attempt  to  keep 
this  area  unspoiled;  of  the  peculiarities 
of  vegetation  on  land  which  faces  four 
seas;  and  of  the  challenge  to  native-born 
Cape  Codders  to  be  worthy  of  the  friend- 
ships of  those  who  come  to  visit  or  to 
stay. 

An  exhibit  of  pictures  of  Cape  Ood  from 
its  lending  collection  had  been  arranged 
by  the  Brewster  Ladies '  Library.    The  two 
librarians  from  Camp  Edv/ards  and  Otis  Air 
Force  Base,  Sara  Graham  and  Marion  Ingram, 
extended  a  cordial  invitation  to  the  group 
to  visit  both  libraries.    All  who  took  ad- 
vantage of  this  yfere  warmly  received  by 
those  on  duty,  but  all  the  "patrons"  had 
forsaken  Cang)  for  the  day  to  attend  the 
Strawberry  Festival  and  crowning  of  the 
Strav/berry  Queen  in  Falmouth]    The  two  li- 
braries, distinctly  different  as  to  physi- 
cal layout,  are  equipped  with  furniture 
similar  to  that  in  the  Open  Shelf  Depart- 
ment and  present  friendly  and  hospitable 
atmospheres. 

S.M.U. 

New  England  Opera  Theater 

At  the  Saturday  morning  session,  Boris 
Goldovsky,  director  of  the  New  England 
Opera  Theater,  discussed  the  present  de- 
plorable status  of  opera  in  America,  and 
the  efforts  of  such  organizations  as  the 
New  England  Opera  Theater  to  stimulate  and 
expand  interest  in  the  classic,  establish- 
ed operas  of  the  past,  and  to  encourage 
and  support  the  production  of  new  operas. 

Opera  in  America  has  much  in  common  with 
literature  and  the  theater  in  that  Ameri- 
cans pretend  they  do  not  like  such  cultu- 
ral mediums  because  "real  people  don't  do 
it."    This  is  born  out  in  the  European 
concept  of  America  as  a  nation  of  "Gadgets^' 


rather  than  of  culture.    Even  the  library 
is  better  off,  since  even  the  smallest 
town  expects  to  maintain  a  library,  while 
opera,  until  recently,  was  considered  not 
quite  nice. 

Fine  vocal  talent  in  large  numbers  is 
available  each  year  at  American  auditions, 
yet  the  limited  opportunity  for,  and  the 
high  cost  of  production  of  opera  here  offer 
little  opportunity  for  its  development. 
Opera  can  never  pay  for  itself,  and  must 
always  be  subsidized  in  some  way.    There  is 
need  of  great  activity  on  a  low  level,  and 
much  bad  opera  must  be  produced  in  order  to 
encourage  the  creation  of  good  work.  Here 
is  where  the  mechanism  of  a  national  opera 
foundation  could  be  most  effective,  aiding 
the  production  of  standard  opera  in  English, 
with  good  librettos,  and  stimulating  the 
development  of  new,  original  productions,- 

L.A.S, 

Business  Meeting 

Miss  Catharine  M,  Yerxa,  the  president, 
Watertown  Public  Library,  called  the  meet- 
ing to  order.    The  Secretary,  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Johnson,  Lynn  Public  Library,  read  the 
report  of  the  winter  meeting  held  at  the 
Sheraton  Plaza  Hotel,  Boston,    Miss  Lucille 
Wickersham,  Treasurer,  Springfield  City  Li- 
brary, gave  an  outline  report  and  reminded 
the  members  that  the  Treasurer's  annual 
report  would  be  given  in  full  in  the  Octo- 
ber issue  of  the  M.L»A.  Bulletin,    On  vote 
it  was  decided  to  omit  the  reading  of  the 
reports  of  the  Standing  Committees  since 
they  also  can  be  read  in  full  in  the  Octo- 
ber Bulletin,    The  reports  of  the  follow- 
ing special  committees  were  read  and 
approved:    By-Laws  Committee  -  Miss 
Gertrude  Colobanj  Thomas  Crane  Public  Li- 
brary, Quincy;    Committee  to  contact  Lowell 
Institute  Cooperative  Broadcasting  Council- 
Miss  Edna  Phillips,  Morrill  Ifemorial  Li- 
brary, NorT/vood;  Nominating  Committee  -  Mr 
Dolan,  Cambridge  Public  Library  for  Mrs 
Elizabeth  Wright,  Chairman,  Boston  Public 
Library. 

A  very  full  and  interesting  report  on 
Trustees  activities  was  read  by  Mr  Stacy 
Southworth,  Trustee,  Thayer  Public  Library, 
Braintreso*   Mr  Southworth  also  reported 
informlly  on  the  Western  Massachusetts 
Library  Federation, 

Miss  Yerxa  thanked  the  various  committee 
members  for  their  cooperation  during  her 
presidency  and  turned  the  gavel  over  to  the 
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incoming  president,  Mr  Philips  McNiff , 
Lament  Library,  Harvard  Universityo  In 
deference  to  the  inviting  surroundings  and 
ideal  weather,  Mr  McNiff  said  "No  speech" 
and  adjourned  the  meeting, 

E»G«P« 

*    This  report  stated  that  the  original 
Trustees  Committee  of  three  members  had 
been  enlarged  to  eleven.    Among  those  in- 
vited to  join  this  Trustees  Steering  Com- 
mittee is  Mr  Lee  M.  Freidman,  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  Boston  Public  Li- 
brary.   This  committee  will  work  on  the 
formation  of  an  official  trustees  section 
of  the  M.L.A.  and  present  their  findings 
at  a  State  Trustees  meeting  to  be  held  in 
September  19$2, 

IN  ?€:mdriam 

KATHERINE  F,  MULDOON 

After  a  prolonged  illness  Miss  Katherine 
F,  }.fuldoon.  Branch  Librarian  Emeritus, 
passed  away,  Thursday  evening,  May  22 e 
Her  passing  takes  from  the  Boston  Public 
Library  a  loyal  and  devoted  friend.  Until 
her  illness  she  read  every  publication  of 
the  library,  kept  up  her  subscriptions  to 
professional  journals  and  scanned  news- 
papers and  magazines  for  news  of  the  Bos- 
ton Public  Library  or  up-to-date  informa- 
tion on  library  procedure.    These  news 
items  she  clipped  and  passed  on  to  her 
friends  still  in  the  service. 

To  write  of  Miss  Muldoon's  services 
necessarily  means  recalling  the  growth  of 
the  Allston  Branch  Library  for  it  was  she 


JOHN  J.  GRIFFIN 

There  passed  away  on  June  17,  1952,  at 
the  City  Hospital,  John  Joseph  Griffin,  of 
the  Buildings  Department.    Vic  Griffin  was 
a  Spanish  War  Veteran  who  has  been  in  the 
Boston  Public  Library  service  since  1919« 
During  the  years  he  has  been  associated  ' 
'With  the  Library,  he  has  given  unstintingly 
of  his  services  as  a  mason.    He  will  be  re- 
membered as  "the  man  who  fixed  the  marble" 
and  much  of  the  fine  marble  repair  work  in 
the  Central  Library  building  was  done  by 
Mr  Griffin.    His  ability  in  marble  and  tile 
work  was  outstanding.    As  one  of  his  fellow 
workers  said,  "He  was  tops.  They  don't  mke 
them  like  Joe  Griffin  any  more."    He  will 
be  gr-^atly  missed  by  his  associates. 

A  Sp.anish  American  War  Veterans '  Military 
Funeral  will  take  place  on  Friday  morning, 
June  20,  at  a  9  a.m.  Requiem  Jfeiss,  St. 
Peter's  Church,  Dorchester, 

DEPARTMENT  NOTES 
Print  Department 


who  guided  the  branch  through  its  various    Southborough.    June  9  he  recorded  an  inter- 


phases from  "a  shop  station"  located  on 
Franklin  Street,  Allston,  in  I896  to  its 
present  location  on  Harvard  Avenue  where 
as  one  of  the  large  branch  libraries  in 
the  system,  it  serves  an  ever-increasing 
clientele.    Service  to  the  public  was  - 
foremost  to  Miss  Muidoon.    It  was  no  un- 
usual thing  for  her  to  purchase  books  for 
the  branch  collection  from  her  own  pocket- 
book  when  quotas  were  low.    She  acted  as 
advisor  to  many  young  patrons  seeking  help 
in  solving  their  vocational  problems. 

After  her  retirement  in  1937,  she  re- 
turned to  her  old  love  of  travel  and  spent 
several  enjoyable  years.    Mss  Muldoon  has 
gone,  but  her  indomitable  spirit  and 
loyalty  vrill  always  be  remembered. 


Jfr  Arthur  W,  Heintzelman,  Keeper  of 
Prints,  has  given  a  number  of  lectures 
since  May  1.    Directly  connected  with  the 
Litrary  was  his  talk  on  the  evening  of 
June  5  at  the  Adams  Street  Branch  on  The 
Development  of  an  Etching  and  Dry  point. 
May  1st  he  served  as  critic  for  the  Newton 
Art  Association,  and  performed  a  like  duty 
at  the  Business  Men's  Art  Club  on  May  12. 
On  May  28,  he  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the 
Annual  Dinner  in  honor  of  newly  elected 
members  of  St.  Mark's  Chapter  of  the  Cum 
Laude  Society,  at  Ste  Mark's  School  in 


view  with  Mr  Edward  Cooper  on  the  Wiggin 
Collection  and  the  coming  exhibition  of 
Contemporary  French  Prints,  which  was 
broadcast  the  following  evening  over  WBURe 

On  June  lU,  at  a  10  o'clock  Nuptial  Mass 
at  St.  Aidan's  Church,  Brookline,  Miss 
Elizabeth  Kaufraann,  of  the  Print  Department, 
became  the  bride  of  John  J.  Norman  of  Bos- 
tono    The  bride  came  down  the  aisle  on  the 
arm  of  her  brother,  Fred  Kaufman,  wearing 
a  beautiful  white  satin  and  lace  wedding 
gown  with  matching  veil,  and  carrying  an 
orchid  with  a  shower  of  stephanotis.  Miss 
Doris  Rupp,  her  cousin's  only  attendant, 
wore  a  blue  ballerina  length  gown,  with 
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aatching  head-piece  and  slippers* 

A  reception  and  wedding  breakfast  fol- 
lowed the  ceremony  at  the  Hotel  Vendome, 
after  which  Mr  and  Mrs  Norman  left  for  a 
honeymoon  in  the  Poconos.    The  couple  will 
be  at  home  after  June  23  at  3228  Martha 
Custis  Drive,  Alexandria,  Virginia. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Kaufmann  was  the  guest  of 
a  few  of  her  friends  from  the  Print  Depart]- 
Bent,  Fine  Arts  and  Technology  Departments^ 
at  a  luncheon  on  June  S  at  Salmagundi's,  . 
both  in  honor  of  her  marriage  to  be  on 
June  Hi,  and  as  a  farewell  upon  her  resig- 
nation from  the  Print  Department. 

In  her  own  department,  on  her  last  day 
of  service,  Miss  Kaufmann  was  entertained 
at  tea  and  presented  with  a  gift  from  the 
department  staff, 

Mr  Paul  B,  Swenson  of  the  Print  Depart- 
ment is  represented  by  his  lithograph, 
"The  Front  Hall''  in  the  Annual  Exhibition 
at  the  Library  of  Congress,    His  print  has 
also  been  purchased  for  the  collection  at 
the  Library  of  Congress, 

From  the  American  Exhibit  now  in  France, 
his  print  "Back  Bay  Mansion"  was  selected 
to  be  in  the  American  section  of  the  Salon 
de  Mai  in  Paris.    This  print  was  also  pur- 
chased in  1951  by  the  Library  of  Congress* 
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There's  still  time  before  the 


AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 


CONVENTION 


to 


Join  A.L.A, 
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Books  are  Basic 


SEE  YOU  THERE  I 


BRANCH  NOTES 


Brighton 


There's  something  about  a  contesto . »and 
all  children  love  one.    This  was  again 
proved  by  the  enthusiasm  recently  shown  in 
the  children's  room  during  a  treasure  hunt 
for  titles  of  new  books.    The  contest  was 
entered  by  many  young  library  borrowers 
during  the  Spring  Book  Festivalo    Once  the 
contestant  located  a  paper  flower  labelled 
for  his  grade  he  was  ready  to  begin.  This 
flower  indicated  where  to  look  for  another 
and  so  he  continued  v/ith  each  consecutive 
flower  bearing  one  word  of  the  title  of  a 
new  book.    When  he  succeeded  in  finding 
all  the  flowers  for  his  title  he  arranged 
the  words  in  order  according  to  his  idea 
of  a  possible  book  title.    Another  attrac- 
tion of  this  festival  was  the  last  story 
hour  of  the  season  featuring  a  "Book  Quiz- 
Down"    for  young  enthusiasts  in  grades  two 
to  six. 


tfattapan 


made  by  Arthur  Farren,  Mildred  Kaufman, 
and  Nancy  Stipurko,  staff  members.  Because 
it  was  a  special  occasion,  the  mothers 
were  invited  to  watch,    Jeanne  Foret  told 
a  stoiy,  and  then  Mildred  Kaufman  explained 
many  of  the  customs  associated  with  the 
month  of  May.    The  children  were  crowned, 
vrith  wreaths  of  paper  flowers  for  the  girls 
and  star-studded  crowns  for  the  boys,  poems 
were  recited,  and  songs  were  sung,  not 
without  solo  performances o    Then,  the  boys 
and  girls  had  a  wonderful  time  skipping 
around  the  ten  foot  Maypole  to  the  music 
of  a  phonograph.    Ice  cream  and  cake  pro- 
vided by  the  parents  were  served. 

Most  heart  warming  for  the  staff  members, 
a^ide  from  the  obvious  pleasure  of  the 
children,  was  the  deep  gratitude  of  the 
parents  J  many  of  whom  had  brought  their 
children  faithfully  to  each  story  hour  dur- 
ing the  year.    In  terms  of  cold  library 
realities,  the  story  hours  have  been  most 
successful.    More  than  one  hundred  child- 
ren's books  and  usually  half  that  number 
of  adult  books  were  circulated  each  Wednes- 
day as  a  direct  result  of  the  story  hour. 


Miss  Theodora  B.  Scoff,  Branch  Librarian^  Phillips  Brooks 
has  made  a  rapid  and  strong  recovery  from 
her  recent  illness  and  expects  to  be  back 
to  work  in  the  near  future. 


Well,  there'll  be  rumors  about  it,  and 
they're  true 9    The  Maypole  which  v/as 
erected  in  the  Children's  Room  was  an  over 
whelming  success.    It  was  originally  set 
up  for  the  younger  tots  \^o  wore  crowns 
garnished  vrLth  flowers  and  ate  cookies 
garnished  with  sugar,  but  before  the  Cus- 
todian was  able  to  remove  it,  the  Maypole 
had  almost  become  an  institution.  There 
were  ohildren  dancing  about  it  constantly 
for  algiost  a  week  and  singing  everything 
from  "Here  we  go  gathering  nuts  in  May"  to 
"God  save  the  Queen",    This  phenomenon 
might  be  talked  about  in  terms  of  Freud, 
Sir  James  Frazer,  or  examples  of  Medieval 
dancing  madness,  but  it's  not  going  to  be 
here.    Not  even  a  Druid  will  be  thrown  in 
with  a  dark  hint  or  veiled  allusion.  This 
was  just  a  case  of  a  library  party  which 
went  on  a  little  longer  than  usual  because 
people  had  fun. 

The  original  party  ms  to  mark  the  last 
meeting  of  the  pre-school  story  hour  habit4 
ues,  and  thirty-six  children,  all  in  their 
Sunday  best,  turned  out.    The  props  were 


Two  Extra  Assistants  were  awarded  schol- 
arships recently.    Miss  Roberta  Thorp  re- 
ceived the  Dr  Joseph  A,  and  Florence  Ro 
Price  Scholarship  of  $150  at  the  gradua- 
tion exercises  of  Hyde  Park  High  School. 
•Roberta  plans  to  enter  Boston  University 
School  of  Public  Relations  and  Communica- 
tions in  September,    Graduating  from  St. 
ThDanas  High  School,  Miss  Ellen  Sweet,  re- 
ceived a  $100  scholarship  to  Wyndham  where 
she  has  enrolled  for  Secretarial  studies. 

The  editors,  reporters,  and  contributors 
of  the  Pathfinder J  a  monthly  bulletin  of 
Phillips  Brooks  library  activities,  book 
reports,  and  letters  to  and  from  authors, 
will  visit  the  Christian  Science  Publish- 
ing House  on  Saturday,  June  21,  to  see  how 
a  great  daily  newspaper  goes  to  press o 

On  Wednesday  afternoon.  May  21,  children 
of  the  I^sic  Appreciation  Group  met  for  ' 
the  last  time  until  next  fall.    The  pro- 
gram consisted  of  two  films,  Symphony 
Orchestra  and  Jose  Iturbi,    The  former 


concluded  a  study  of  the  instruments  of 
the  orchestra  and  orchestration,  which  the 
group  has  been  carrying  on  for  several 
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months*    Jose  Iturbi  was  of  particular 
interest  to  those  children  who  are  stu-  • 
dents  of  the  piano.    Following  the  films, 
prizes  for  perfect  attendance  throughout 
the  year  were  awarded  to  five  children© 
The  prizes  were  made  and  donated  by  Sister 
Mary  Genevieve  of  St  Anne's  School,  Read- 
ville,    Mrs  Phyllis  R.  Kallman,  leader  of 
the  misic  appreciation  group,  presented 
the  awards o 

The  life  and  music  of  the  following  con>- 
posers  have  been  covered  in  tthis  year's 
program:    Mozart,  Beethoven,  Schuman, 
Tschaikovsky,  Wagner,  and  Debussy o  The 
group  has  become  acquainted  with  some  of 
the  music  of  many  other  composers  in  con- 
nection with  studies  of  the  ballet,  opera, 
and  musical  mood.    Along  with  making  a 
project  of  understanding  the  symphony 
orchestra,  the  children  have  practiced 
conducting^    The  recording  machine  used 
during  the  music  appreciation  hour  vrais  a 
gift  from  the  Friends  of  the  Phillips 
Brooks  Branch  Library,    The  recordings 
used  were  borrowed  from  the  Audio-Visual 
Center  of  the  Central  Library, 


SOAP  3CX 


Any  contribution  to  the  Soap  Box  must  be 
accompanied  by  the  full  name  of  the  Asso- 
ciation member  submitting  it,  together 
with  the  name  of  the  Branch  Library,  De- 
partment, or  Office  in  which  he  or  she  is 
employed.    The  name  is  withheld  from  pub- 
lication, or  a  pen  name  used,  if  the  con- 
tributor so  requests.    Anonymous  contribu- 
tions are  not  given  considerationo  The 
author  of  the  article  is  known  only  to  the 
contributor  and  to  the  Editor-in-Chief, 
The  contents  of  articles  appearing  in  the 
Soap  Box  are  personal  opinions  expressed 
by  individual  Association  members  and 
their  appearance  does  not  necessarily  in- 
dicate that  the  Publications  Committee  and 
the  Association  are  in  agreement  with  the 
views  expressed. 


To  the  Soap-Box: 

The  following  items  were  submitted 
to  The  Question  llark  as  the  President's 
Notes,    However,  it  vras  the  feeling  of  the 
Publications  Committee  th^t  the  subject 
matter  did  not  properly  constitute  mater- 


ial for  the  President's  column.    Since  on 
the  other  hand,  it  is  my  feeling  that  noth- 
ing I  might  say  to  the  Association  at  this 
I  time  would  be  of  more  importance  than  this, 
there  will  be  no  President's  Motes  this 
issue  and  the  President  speaks  his  mind 
like  any  other  member  in  The  Soap  Box, 

Eamon  McDonough 


The  membership  is  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  attendance  at  the  May  meeting.  It 
rather  disproves  the  adage  about  flies, 
honey  and  vinegar. 


^^othing  much  to  report,  but  the  follow- 
ing bits  of  incidental  intelligence  culled 
from  the  daily  papers  might  be  of  interest, 


According  to  the  UoSo  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics  the  cost  of  living  for  a  family 
of  four  in  the  Boston  area  rose  $UlO  be- 
tween October  1,  19^0  and  October  1,  1951* 


A  supplementary  budget  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  to  the  Council  will  implement  the 
reclassification  plan  to  go  into  effect  on 
July  1,    This  will  result  in  a  pay  raise 
for  6000  city  employees.    Police,  fire, 
school  and  library  departments  are  excluded 
from  the  provisions  of  this  plan. 


A  bill  introduced  in 
tiire  by  Representative 
and  now  pending,  calls 
for  the  Boston  police, 
policy  of  the  J^yor  in 
a  concomitant  raise  to 
police  get  oneo 


the  State  Legisla- 
Piemonte  of  Boston, 
for  a  raise  in  pay 

It  has  been  the 
past  years  to  grant 
firemen  when  the 


If  the  single  pay  plan  for  Boston  teach- 
ers goes  into  effect  it  will  result  in  a 
pay  raise  for  many  teachers  now  in  the 
lower  brackets.    It  may  not  be  put  into 
effect  this  year, 

E.E.McDo 
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Editor's  Note; 

The  decision  of  the  Publications  Commit- 
tee in  this  matter  was  based  on  its  under- 
standing of  what  constitutes  President's 
Notes  as  outlined  in  the  inaugural  column 
in  The  Question  Markj  March,  19li8,  which 
reads  in  part  "Its  purpose  will  be  to  re- 
late informally  some  of  the  day-to-day- 
activities  which  have  been  the  concern  of 
your  officers  during  the  past  month.. e" 
We  understand  "activities"  as  given  here 
to  refer  to  Association  activities,  es- 
pecially proceedings  of  the  Executive 
Board  between  official  business  meetingSo 


To  the  Soap-Box:  j 

In  the  last  issue  of  The  Question  \ 
Mark  several  staff  members  enjoyed  a  j 
fishwives '  holiday  hacking  away  at  my 
reputation,  questioning  ray  integrity  and 
accusing  me  of  having  a  sense  of  humor.  ! 
(This  last  charge  might  well  ruin  a  li-  i 
brarian's  career.)  Consequently,  I  feel  | 
that  this  month  turnabout  is  fair  play.  j 

I  shall  address  myself  primarily  to  the 
last  letter  -^n-iter  as  she  was  the  lengthi-i 
esto    (The  Public  Library  Inquiry  suggests 
that  a  librarian  is  generally  a  "she"<)  I 
congratulate  you  on  your  diligence  and  j 
assiduity  in  locating  copies  of  compara- 
tively   obscure  notices.    It  is  not  easy  ! 
to  come  by  1931  and  193$  items  in  the 
short  space  of  a  day  or  two.    I  appreciate 
the  trouble  you  went  to  just  for  me© 

But  I  must  take  issue  with  you  on  the 
rather  unworthy  motives  which  you  impute 
to  the  Administration  of  this  Library.  If 
I  understand  you  correctly,  you  imply  that 
the  two  notices  and  the  manual  quoted  es- 
tablish for  a  censorship  of  the  free 
thought  and  opinion  of  the  employees  of 
this  institution  by  the  Director,    To  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  the  Director  of  this 
Library  has  never  claimed  any  such  right 
of  censorship  and  I  think  that  in  inter- 
preting his  notices  thusly  you  have  done 
him  a  disservice  though  undoubtedly  such 
was  not  your  intentiono    This  is  Boston, 
ma'am,  not  Moscow© 

As  to  your  diaapproval  of  me,  ma'am, 
why,  bless  you,  I  disapprove  of  your  atti- 
tudes just  as  heartily.    For  example,  you 
and  your  fellow  critics,  have  intimated 
that  you  are  aware  that  the  Sunday  closing 
makes  for  a  deplorable  situation.  Charity 


compels  me  to  refrain  from  labelling  that 
pure  hypocrisy^    If  you  felt  the  situation 
was  deplorable,  why  didn't  you  do  something 
about  it?    In  an  entire  week  only  one  staff 
member  our  of  almost  1000  persons  took  the 
trouble  to  voice  any  sort  of  protest.  If 
you  had  a  more  dignified  approach,  why 
didn't  you  take  it? 

You  do  not  appreciate  the  problems  of 
those  who  suffer  by  the  Siinday  pay  loss. 
You  are  not,  for  all  your  lip  service  to 
charity,  the  least  concerned  with  whether 
my  children  or  the  children  of  any  of  those 
affected  by  the  loss  eat  less  this  summer 
because  of  it.    In  this  you  are  joined  by 
those  members  of  the  staff,  mostly  female, 
who  seem  to  regard  the  discussion  of  * 
salary  increases  as  vulgaro    Yet  when  an- 
other organization,  supported  by  the  dues 
of  people  less  well  paid  than  you,  fought 
successfully  for  a  cost  of  living  increase 
last  year,  none  of  you  refused  to  accept 
the  increase,  nor  the  previous  one,  nor 
the  previous  one,  nor  the  previous  one© 

You  are  indignant.  Indignant?    I  am  a 
hundred  times  more  indignant «    I  am  indig- 
nant that  my  fellow  workers  have  so  little 
regard  for  each  other's  welfare  that  some 
will  actually  gloat  at  another's  misfortune. 
You  are  annoyed.  Annoyed?    I  am  a  thousand 
times  more  annoyed*    I  am  annoyed  by  the 
knowledge  that  when  the  bit  begins  to  pull 
tight  on.  your  mouth,  you  will  come  to  me 
for  the  very  leadership  that  you  now  decryo 
And  I,  poor,  naive,  sympathetic  foc4  that 
I  am,  I  shall  try  to  do  all  that  I  can  to 
help  youa 

Eamon  E,  MoDonough 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Question  Marks 

In  the  Soap  Box  in  the  May  19^2  issue  of 
the  Question  Iferk  appeared  a  letter  from 
"a  new  staff  member"  on  "the  so-called 
'objective'  point  ratings"  which  raised 
questions  on  which  comment  should  be  madeo 

In  the  Indoctrination  Meetings,  which 
mast  be  attended  by  Probationary  Assistants 
entering  the  Professional  Library  Service, 
a  full  explanation  of  the  Examination  Sys- 
tem is  made  and  it  is  indicated  that  with 
the  passing  of  the  Promotional  Examinations 
an  individual  is  eligible  for  consideration 
for  titular  appointment  to  the  Step  IV 
level  or  the  Step  V  level  when  and  as  a 
vacancy  arises  in  the  area  in  which  he  has 
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qualifiedo  As  the  writer  states,  the  : follows:  Education,  2$  points;  Training, 
"point  ratings"  are  not  presented  at  these|2^  points;  Experience,  ^0  points^    In  the 


meetings o 


I  Division  of  Reference  and  Research  Services 


It  is  not  intended  to  mislead  or  to  withl-in  application  to  titular  vacancies  of  the 
hold  from  the  new  employee  this  informa-    'level  of  Second  Assistant,  First  Assistant* 
tion,  but  rather  it  is  thought  that  like  aland  Chief  of  Department,  the  points  are 


sponge,  an  individual  can  absorb  only  so 
much  and  that  first  things  should  come 
first.    There  is  no  reason  why  the  promo- 
tional procedure  cannot  be  presented  in 
detail  in  the  Indoctrination  Meetings  in 
the  future;  however,  it  is  believed  that 
it  would  be  more  useful  to  do  so  following 
permanent  appointment  to  the  staff. 


set  as  follows:    Education,  50  points; 
Training,  2$  points;  and  Experience, 
25  points.    And  again,  for  example,  when 
the  points  are  applied  to  candidates  for 
Cataloger,  Cataloger  and  Classifier,  and 
Chief  of  the  Cataloging  and  Classification 
Department  in  the  Division  of  Reference  and 
Research  Services,  they  are  allocated  as 


The  writer  in  the  Ifey  issue  states  " that , follows :    Education,  33  1/3  points;  Train- 
those  staff  members  who  immediately  took    jing,  33  1/3  points;  and  Experience, 
all  the  exams  offered  when  the  promotional! 33  1/3  points.    In  other  words,  careful 
system  was  instituted  were  led  to  believe    consideration  has  been  given  to  the  rela- 


the  same  thing,  and  that  the  point  system, 
when  it  was  introduced,  completely  nulli- 
fied all  their  previous  efforts."  That 
the  point  system  "completely  nullified  all 
their  previous  efforts"  is  an  incorrect 
statemento    It  in  no  way  "nullified"  an 
individual's  "previous  efforts"  or  his 
eligibility  for  consideration  for  promo- 
tion.   The  Evaluation  Sheet,  which  is  re- 
ferred to  as  the  "point  ratings",  was  de- 
vel^jped  to  provide  a  means  of  codifying 
the  eligible  lists,  of  evaluating  all  the 
candidates  for  a  particular  titular  vacan- 


cy —  an  objective  means  by  which  to  detei*-  of  Southern  California,  School  of  Library 


mine  the  level  of  eligibility  of  the  can- 
didates.   Education,  training,  and  exper- 
ience are  recognized  bases,  and  therefore, 
for  evaluation  these  bases  were  adopted. 

The  letter  goes  on  to  say  that  "Both  new 
staff  members,  therefore,  and  those  who 
have  been  in  the  Library  for  some  time  are 
mystified  by  the  point  ratings."    There  is 
no  reason  why  "those  who  have  been  in  the 
Library  for  some  time"  should  be  "mysti- . 
fied"  since  the  entire  procedure  was  ex- 
plained in  detail  in  staff  meetings  at 
vhich  time  a  copy  of  the  Evaluation  Sheet 
was  given  to  each  member  of  the  bibliothe- 
cal  staff. 

The  "wierd  and  wonderful"  "points  them- 
selves" are  based  on  the  recognized  stan- 
dard that  general  education  and  library 
training  are  the  two  component  parts  of 
education  for  librarianship.    The  writer 
in  the  May  issue  is  not  fully  informed  in 
his  comments  on  the  point  system.    For  ex- 
airple,  in  the  Branch  Libraries  in  applying 
the  Evaluation  Sheets  to  eligible  candi- 
dates for  appointment  to  the  positions  of 
Second  Assistant,  First  Assistant,  and 
Branch  Librarian,  the  points  are  set  as 


tive  evaluation  of  the  three  areas  as  they 
apply  to  the  area  of  library  activity  in 
which  an  appointment  is  to  be  made. 

The  general  statement  that  all  M.So  pro- 
grams in  library  science  do  not  require  a 
thesis  and  alm.ost  no  original  work  is  in- 
accurate.   The  following  library  schools 
require  a  thesis:    Catholic  University  of 
America,  Department  of  Library  Science; 
Emory  University,  Division  of  Librarian- 
ship;  the  University  of  Chicago,  Graduate 
Library  School;  the  University  of  Denver, 
School  of  Librarianship;  and  the  University 


Science  (or  comprehensive  examinations). 
The  Columbia  University,  School  of  Library 
Service;  the  University  of  California, 
School  of  Librarianship;  and  the  University 
of  Illinois,  Library  School,  require  a 
research  paper  or  project.    In  addition, 
the  thesis  requirement  in  the  liberal  arts 
colleges  and  universities  has  to  a  wide 
extent  been  replaced  by  the  comprehensive 
examination  in  graduate  schools  for  the 
Master's  degree  in  cultural  fieldsc 

Further  it  may  be  said  that  the  intent 
is  not  to  measure  one  Ifester's  degree 
against  another,  but  instead  to  recognize 
the  basic  education  for  librarianship; 
namely,  five  years  of  education  over  and 
above  secondary  school  including  one  year 
of  library  science.    The  Evaluation  Sheet 
with  its  point  system  recognizes  this  ■ 
national  standard  as  approved  by  our 
national  professional  organization;  namely, 
the  American  Library  Association. 

Another  statement  made  in  the  letter 
reads  as  follows:    "It  seems  to  me  to  be 
the  height  of  folly  to  ignore  whatever  a 
librarian's  immediate  supervisors  may  have 
to  say  about  the  quality  of  his  work".  It 
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is  Hthe  height  of  folly"  to  raake  such  a 
statement.    Inmediate  superiors,  except  in 
the  case  of  the  branch  libraries  which  are 
administered  as  a  unit,  are  held  responsi- 
ble for  the  evaluation  of  candidates  for 
titular  appointments  and  make  written 
recommendations  in  each  instance c 

It  is  hoped  that  these  comments  do  not 
result  in  adding  confusion  to  confusion. 
If  such  is  the  case^  a  visit  to  the  Per- 
sonnel Office  is  recommended  for  further 
discussion. 

Elizabeth  Wright 
Supervisor  of  PerBonnol 

To  the  Soap  Box: 

The  individual  who  has  such  ready- 
access  to  directives  dated  "May  23 f  1931," 
and  "Sept.  18,  1935,"  is  indeed  the  enemy 
within.    Here  is  the  cold  breath  of  cen- 
sorship attempting  to  enforce  the  suspen- 
sion of  normal  grovrth,  contrary  to  the 
traditions  of  the  development  of  social 
institutions D    True,  all  is  couched  po- 
litely "suggestion"  and  "request",  but.,o 
Can  it  be  possible  that  any  individual 
is  naive  enough  to  suggest  that  a  state- 
ment in  direct  opposition  to  the  Direct orfe 
dictate  be  submitted  to  the  Director  for 
presentation  to  the  press?    Does  the  indi- 
vidual really  expect  the  Director  to  pre- 
sent to  the  public  or  the  papers  an  \m- 
biased,  vigorous  view  of  a  dissenting 
opinion? 

Within  a  space  of  less  than  ten  years 
I  have  watched  this  historic  monument  to 
learning  degenerate  from  a  library  to  an 
office  building  dedicated  to  forms  in 
triplicate.    Must  I  now  watch  its  further 
disintegration  under  the  pernicious  weight 
of  an  iron  curtain?    ^/fe  do  not  burn  the 
books,  we  store  themj  we  close  the  build- 
ing, and  then  "suggest"  that  the  staff 
remain  quiet  -  unless  spoken  to. 

We  are  all  in  a  position  to  have  very 
definite  opinions,  and  I  hope  we  are  en- 
titled to  express  them.    Moreover,  in  de- 
fense of  our  public,  may  I  say  that  most 
readers,  even  of  newspapers,  are  capable 
of  retaining  in  their  minds  information 
expressed  in  the  first  paragraph  of  an 
article,  and  coordinating  it  with  informa- 
tion given  in  the  last. 


To  the  Soapbox: 

There  was  a  letter  in  the  fiay  issue 
commenting  on  courtesy  -  or  the  lack  of 
it  -  in  turning  off  the  radio  in  the  lounge. 
May  I  say  that  I  have  often  found  it  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  determine  whether  or 
not  it  was  being  listened  to,  or  had  been 
left  on  inadvertently.    If  I  have  there- 
fore, offended  by  turning  it  off  when  some- 
one at  the  other  end  of  the  lounge  wished 
jit  on,  I  most  sincerely  apologizej  To 
I  avoid  this  type  of  accidental  discourtesy^ 
would  it  not  be  possible  for  those  who  are 
listening,  to  sit  near  the  radio  and  to  be 
sure  to  turn  it  off  when  leaving? 

I  should  like  to  add  that  there  are 
times,  when  those  using  the  radio  turn  it 
to  an  unbearably  loud  volume,  so  that 
everyone  in  the  room  is  FORCED  to  listen  to 
the  program  willy-nilly,  and  at  the  cost  of 
any  conversation  or  reat  or  reading  THEY 
may  desireo    Courtesy  in  radio  listening 
would  avoid  offending  the  ears  of  others 
in  the  room«    This,  of  course,  does  not 
excuse  rudeness  in  reaching  over  someone's 
shoulder  and  turning  the  radio  off J 

Some  of  us  would  differ  too,  about  the 
comparative  oomfort  of  the  lounge  and  the 
staff  library.    The  chairs  in  the  staff 
library  are  much  less  comfortable  uphol- 
stery, springs,  and  backs.    And  they  are 
acutely  Uncomfortable  for  short-legged 
people j 

Fair-play 
* 

Soap  Box  Editor: 

The  new  plans  for  book  selection, 
while  commendable  in  some  aspects,  present 
a  problem  where  branch  libraries  are  con- 
cernedo    Since  book  ordering  and  checking 
of  book  lists  are  to  be  done  in  the  Central 
library,  this  would  mean  that  the  branch 
librarian  or  some  branch  representative 
would  have  to  be  present  at  Central  once  a 
week.  Presumably,  the  checking,  etc,  would 
consume  little  time,  and  the  chance  of 
seeing  the  new  books  is  an  advantage  not 
heretofore  enjoyed.    However,  consider  this 
factor:  many  branches  are  some  distance 
from  the  Central  building,  and  the  time 
consumed  travelling  from  such  diverse 
points  as  Hyde  Park,  let  us  say,  or  Orient 
Heignts,  is  something  close  to  an  hour. 
In  view  of  the  curtailment  of  book  quotas 


T 
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and  library  coverage  -  is  the  present  plan i To  the  Editor: 
advisable?    To  quote  a  recent  comment  of  a 
presidential  candidate  -  "Is  this  trip 
necessary?"    For  the  present,  perhaps  some 
modification  —  bi-monthly  checking,  for 
instance  -  would  be  more  feasible. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Soap  Box: 


faction  I  have  followed  in  recent  issues 


Attending  one  of  the  recent  Staff 
Meetings,  I  -was  struck  by  the  fact  that 
not  a  single  question  was  asked  by  those 
present*    It  is  highly  improbable  that  no 
one  vrished  to  ask  a  question.    But  the 
Director's  aloofness, and  the  ever-widening 
gulf  which  separates  him  from  the  staff, 
does  not  provide  a  comfortable  atmosphere 
in  TBhich  to  ask  reasonable  questionsa  It 
With  great  interest  and  nodding  satisfroay  be  that  rude  questions,  designed  to 

embarrass,  which  have  been  hurled  at  him 


of  the  Question  Mark  the  various  notes  and i by  crude  people  at  former  Staff  Meetings, 


comments  provoked  by  the  controversial 
point  system*    How  clearly  they  mirror  my 


have  discouraged  him  to  the  point  where  he 
no  longer  cares  about  staff  relations. 


own  feelings  and  those  of  less  vocal  mem-  ' This  is  certainly  not  healthy  and  not  good 


bers  of  the  staff,  fuming  quietly,  but 


business©    The  great  majority  of  the  staff 


fuming  nonetheless  at  the  injustice  of  the! would  welcome  and  cooperate  fully,  in  any 
point  rule,    Bravos  to  the  Executive  Board j move  to  bring  about  closer  relations  be- 

i tween  the  Director  and  the  rank  and  file. 


of  our  Staff  Association  for  appointing  a 
committee  to  investigate  staff  morale  and 
the  point  system.!    They  cannot  begin  too 
soon  their  work  toward  improving  the  pat- 
tern for  promotions. 

Other  vrriters  have  expressed  eloquently 
and  concisely  the  objections  to  the  point 
system  in  its  present  form.  It  is  not  my 
intention  to  repeat  their  objections,  but 
rather  to  let  the  writers  know  that  others! the  lesser  lights  in  this  luminary  of  li- 
share  and  applaud  their  views.  To  the  ob-  bpsry  personnel,  I  have  been  interested  to 
jections  already  described,  however,  may  I' observe  from  month  to  month  the  contribu- 


Pollyanna 


To  the  Soap  Box  Editor: 

From  my  observation  tower  as  one  of 


add  the  following  observation:    How  valid 
actually  is  the  point  system?    Were  it  to 
be  applied  to  our  present  officers  from 
the  highest  ranking  positions  down,  how 
many  officers  could  even  be  declared 
eligible  for  consideration  under  the  ex- 
isting system?    Not  many,  I  venture  to 
point  out.    Can  it  be  that,  like  many 
fifth  step  candidates  this  past  spring. 


tion  to  the  Soap  Box,    The  freedom  of  ex- 
pression allowed  in  this  column  seems  an 
admirable  idea.    To  one  not  too  familiar 
with  the  contents  of  early  issues  of  The 
!  Question  I'fe.rk,  the  recent  issues,  especial- 
i ly  the  May  19^2  number,  seems  to  me  to  con- 
j  tain  an  over  balance  of  destructive  criti- 
!  cism.    Are  the  contributors  perhaps  seeing 
I  only  the  hole  and  not  the  doughnut?  With 


our  officers  are  not  deemed  competent,  or,jso  much  "hole",  there  must  be  some  dough- 
as  I  am  inclined  to  note,  can  it  be  that 
the  point  system  is  not  a  valid  yardstick 
for  measuring  aptitude  or  competency? 


nuto    There  must  be  something  good  in  the 
entire  institution  that  could  be  citedj  or 
some  few  Association  members  must  have 


Also  in  order  at  this  time  is  a  plea  for] constructive  criticisms  to  offer.    If  the 
consistency  rather  than  the  policy  of  ex-  j  Library  is  as  bad  as  it  is  pictured  in  the 
pediency  which  has  seemed  to  mark  some  of  j  Soap  Boxp  perhaps  it  might  be  of  advantage 
the  recent  promotions.    If  college  and  li-|  personally  if  those  who  are  so  thoroughly 


brary  school  degrees  are  to  be  required, 
let's  require  them  for  all  officers*  If 


dissatisfied  as  their  Soap  Box  contribu- 
tions indicate  might  look  elsewhere  for 


quality  of  experience  is  to  be  a  determin-i  jobs.    If  the  pastures  on  the  other  side  of 


ing  factor  in  considering  a  candidate  for 
promotion,  let's  consider  the  quality  of 
experience  of  all  candidates. 

POINT  COUNTERPOINT 


the  fence  look  greener  when  compared  with 
our  parched  pickings ^  why  not  give  the 
green  fields  a  chance?    No  one  is  forced 
beyond  his  will  to  stay  in  the  library. 
Oh,  yes,  pensions,  but  then,  surely  if 
everything  else  is  wrong,  there  must  be 
something  wrong  with  our  pension  system  — 
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or  is  that  the  doughnut?    If  I  were  in  the 
higher  financial  brackets  (and  if  it  were 
legal),  I'd  like  to  offer  a  five-dollar 
reward  for  every  contribution  to  the  Soap 
Sqx  of  the  June  19^2  issue  of  The  Question 
Mark  that  contained  (l)  a  constructive 
critical  comment  or  (2)  an  appreciation 
j[  for  some  phase  of  our  work  that  deserves 
appreciation.    Any  takers  without  the  five 
spot? 

I  A  Mild  Speculator 

* 

Economy  and  How 

As  economy  measured  to  be  considered  in 
I   the  library  I  would  like  to  suggest  the 
following : 

1.  Closing  branch  libraries  on  Saturdays, 
especially  during  the  summer  months,  A 
study  of  the  circulation  statistics  might 
prove  that  there  is  a  waste  of  personnel, 
aind'  light  on  Saturday  mornings  • 

2,  Putting  time  clocks  in  the  branches 
and  Central  in  order  to  honestly  account 
for  hours  of  service.    These  would  be  for 
the  use  of  not  only  bibliothecal  workers 
but  also  custodians  who  are  being  paid  for 
(time  and  a  half  in  many  cases)  time  that 
is  at  least  in  part  not  even  spent  in  the 
building.    Maybe,  installation  of  oil 
burners  would  also  be  a  great  saving  in 
this  direction. 

3o    Checking  in  the  branches  and  all  de- 
partments to  see  if  the  rules  for  work 
simplification  are  being  carried  out. 
Some  branches  still  continue  many  duplicat- 
ing processes  tb^t  were  declared  obsolete 
a  long  time  ago  as  well  as  the  most  recent 
ones. 

ho  Assigning  supervisors'  representatives 
to  spend  considerable  time  in  the  branches 
and  all  departments.  A  few  weeks  in  these 
departments  would  reveal  to  the  observer 
not  only  the  extent  of  v/asted  time  amongst 
personnel,  but  also  the  need  in  many  place? 
for  better  working  conditions. 

5.    Making  surveys  from  time  to  time  among 
the  assistants  with  a  view  to  at  least  con- 
sidering their  younger  ideas  for  economy 
measures.    The  prime  factor  being  methods 
of  work  planning  and  distribution  that  are 


sometimes  overlooked  by  those  no  longer 
doing  the  v/ork  or  those  no  longer  interest- 
ed in  progress. 

6o    Putting  an  interested  and  capable  per- 
son in  charge  of  the  distribution  of  sup- 
plies*   In  mny  cases  more  than  the  number 
of  a  certain  object  that  was  ordered 
arrives  and  in  more  disturbing  cases  the 
essential  supplies  are  not  to  be  had. 

To  the  Soap  Box  Editor; 

It  was  rather  a  surprise  to  attend  a 
meeting  of  the  Professional  Staff  Associa- 
tion and  see  some  of  the  frantic  antics  of 
some  of  its  members c    First  it  was  made 
emphatically  clear  by  the  President  that 
the  meeting  was  to  adhere  closely  to 
Robert's  Rules  of  Order.    As  a  matter  of 
fact,  he  challenged  the  Association's 
right  to  conduct  a  business  meeting  unless 
a  quorum,  as  stipulated  by  the  Constitu*- 
tion,  v/as  present*    However,  the  Associa- 
tion had  established  a  precedent  by  ignor- 
ing this  stipulation  in  the  past  whenever 
it  had  been  impossible  to  obtain  a  quorum© 
The  precedent  was  quite  proper  and  is  in 
keeping  with  Robert's  Rules.    Thus  before 
the  meeting  even  started,  it  looked  as  if 
it  were  overo    But  several  members  found 
out  that  a  meeting  could  be  held  if  Mr 
McDonough's  challenge  was  formally  with- 
drawn.   This  procedure  is  outlined  in 
Robert's  Parliamentary  Practice.  Mr 
McDonough  agreed  to  withdraw  his  challenge, 
but  it  did  not  seem  as  if  this  was  done  in 
a  formal  manner. 

After  the  preliminary  skirmishing,  the 
main  bout  got  \inder  way.    Again  Robertas 
lost  the  decision.    For  in  spite  of  the 
outline  of  the  duties  of  a  chairman,  our 
Chairman  Droceeded  to  make  himself  Record- 
ing Secretary,  cheerleader,  chief  heckler 
and  clown  in  general.    Under  Robertas 
Rules  the  Chairman  is  to  act  as  moderator 
and  shall  not  participate  in  the  debate, 
nor  is  he  to  indulge  in  personalities 
with  a  person  holding  the  floors  Neith9» 
is  he  to  interpret,  explain  or  modii'y  in 
anyway  motions  made  from  the  floors  This 
is  one  of  the  fxinctions  of  the  Recording 
Secretary,    Nor  is  it  the  function  of  the 
Chairman  to  act  as  a  coach  to  a  person 
holding  the  floor.    All  in  all,  the  meet- 


ing  was  not  professional  and  was  rg-ther 
disassociated© 

"Geoffrey" 


FUSH 

To  the  Staff: 

If  your  morale  is  low,  would 
you  tell  us  why?    If  it  is  excellent  we 
would  appreciate  knowing  what  keeps  it  soo 
May  we  hear  from  ALL  of  you,  so  that  our 
study  of  staff  morale  may  be  as  thorough 
as  possible  and  may  include  what  is  good 
as  vrell  as  what  is  bad? 

Mrs  Geraldine  M<,  Altman, 
Jamaica  Plain  Branch  Library 

Dorothy  P,  Shaw,  Periodical 
and  Newspaper  Department 

Co-Chairmon,  Special  Committee 
on  Personnel  Morale 
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Report  of  Committee  on  Library  Otjectlveg 


To  the  Executive  Beard : 

The  Committee  on  Library  Objectives  was  formed  as  a  result  of 
interest  on  the  part  of  members  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  Profess Icnal  Staff 
Association  who  attempted  to  secure  a  written  statement  of  Boston  Public  Library 
objectives  to  be  used  in  connection  with  the  first  staff  meeting  to  be  planned  and 
I    presented  by  a  committee  of  staff  members  in  February,  1951*    When  asked,  the  Dlr.ec- 
tor  indicated  that  such  a  statement  would  be  desirable  and  might  be  formed  with  the 
cooperation  of  the  staff.    This,  combined  with  the  findings  of  the  Public  Library 
Inquiry  concerning  objectives,  and  the  publication  of  the  Enoch  Pratt  Book  Selection 
Policy  including  its  general  library  objectives,  further  stimulated  as  interest  in 
examining  the  poBslbllltiea  of  a  slmiliar  project  for  the  Boston  Public  Library. 

m  The  purpose  of  the  exploration  into  this  field  by  the  present  sp-ijcial  committee 

"  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  Professional  Staff  Association  is  to  cooperate  with  the 
Administration  in  drawing  up  a  statement  of  library  objoctlves  that  will  clarify  in 
the  minds  of  both  the  staff  and  the  public  the  library's  basic  philosophy  and  goals. 

The  results  would  be  prepared  in  detailed  form  for  staff  guidance  and  indocljrl- 
netlon  on  basic  library  policies,  and  would  serve  also  as  a  set  of  standards  to  which 
members  of  the  admlnlatration  could  refer. 

Secondly,  it  is  suggested  that  from  the  detailed  statement  a  brochure  bo  devel- 
I    ope-i  in  a  general  popularized  form  for  public  dissemination.     The  brochure,  to  be 
I   used  in  connjction  with  the  contc^nnial  celebration,  would  recapitulate  past  achieve 
ments  and  state  present  and  future  goals. 

Ihc  attached  outline  is  submlttod  as  a  sug,'^;eation  of  the  areas  to  be  covered  and 
I    the  possible  approaches  to  the  problem.     It  would  also  act  as  an  aid  in  eotimating 
the  j'orsonnel  needed  to  accomplish  a  project  of  this  ma-^nitudo.     The  formation  of 
staff  coTrjnittees  would  be  necessary  to  work  with  the  administration  or,  rocoramondations 
in  the  areas  enumerated.     The  outline  has  been  reduced  to  the  barest  indication  of 
the  potontlulltiea  for  the  further  evolution  of  the  undertaking.    It  la  understood 
that  an>  vrritten  statement  of  objectives,  which  will  Inovittibly  influence  policy, 
must  be  flexible.    The  material  presented  here  as  a  beginning  step  has  boon  prepared 
with  consideration  of  the  expanding  library  program.    Even  in  the  finil  form  it  v;lll 
be  necessary  to  reexamine  and  revise  the  statement  at  froquunt  future  intorvalw. 

I  Last  October  at  the  request  of  the  Executive  Board,  Miss  Peck  interviewed  Miss 

Shirljy  Barker  of  the  American  History  Department  of  the  New  York  Public  Library. 
Miss  Barker  is  secretary  of  a  committee  appointed  by  Mr  Beals,  the  Director,  to  study, 
formulate  and  crystallize  the  aims,  objectives  and  ideals  of  the  policies  of  the  Now 
York  Public  Library.    T)ie  committ--e  is  made  up  of  nine  members  from  various  depart- 
ments with       Beals  oerving  as  chairman.    Miss  Barker  was  extremely  interested  In  the 
work  the  Boston  Public  Library  Professional  Staff  Asaoclation  had  started  and  offend 
to  f  orward  to  our  Association  any  concrete  plans  that  the  New  York  committco  mi(',ht 
evolve.    She  requested  that  we  keep  her  informed  of  any  progress  that  may  be  made 
along  the  same  line  by  our  committee.    Future  cooperation  ahould  prove  valuabiu  if 
this  work  I'j  continued  . 

The  Cornnlttoo  recommends  that  If  the  Plxecutlve  Board  la  disposed  to  ijursue  thin 
activity  that  the  material  submitted  be  pr^*sonted  to  the  Director  for  hln  considera- 
tion aa  an  ujid  or  taking  in  which  the  Administration  v/ould  be  interested  in  cooperating. 
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"boforc  L'urthcr  action  is  taken.  The  CommlttGe  also  recommends  that  this  report  bo 
made  avdilable  to  all  members  of  the  Association  through  The  Question  Mark. 

Committee  on  Library  Objectives 

Pauline  A.  Walker,  Chairman 
Edna  G.  Pock 
Bradford  M.  Hill 
Louisa  S.  Me tea If 
Charles  L.  Higgins 


April  1'952 


-21;- 


OBJECTI^'ES  FOR  THE  BOSTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
Outline  for  Written  Statement 


DEFmHON 

The  Li"brary  is  a  dynamic  community  center  for  the  provision  and 
adeq.uate  servicing  and  stimulation  of  use  of  carefully  selected 
informational,  educational  and  recreational  materials  on  equal 
terms  to  all  individuals,  groups,  and  organizations  within  the 
area  serviced. 

FIELDS  OF  SERVICE,  through 

I.    Division  of  Reference  and  Research,  serving  adults  for 
information,  research,  education,  aesthetic  appreciation 
through  special  departments  (present  departments  and  those 
to  be  developed ) 

1.  Groups  served 

Q.  /idults 
"b.  Stijidontfl 

c.  Roeearch  workers 

d.  General  roaders 

2 .  Materials  and  methods 

a.  Booke  and  pamphlets 

"b.  Catalogs  and  indexes 

c.  Newspapers  and  periodicals 

d.  Manuscripts 

e.  Maps 

f .  ic 

g.  Audio- visual  aids 

Pictures 

Microfilm,  mlcrocards 
Rec  or  dings 
h'.    Concerts,  lectures 
3'    Basis  of  selection,  including  identification  of 
fields  for  special  emphasis  depending  upon  local 
situation  and  needs 
a.  Procedure 
k.    Availability  of  materials 

a.  Permanent  collection 

b.  Indexlr^  servlcos 

c.  Bibliographic  services 

d.  Inter-library  loan 
5 •    Special  services 

a.  Subject  consultants 

b.  To  business,  educational  institutions,  etc. 
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FIELDS  OF  SERVICE,  through  (cont.) 

II.    Division  of  Home  Reading  and  Community  Services ,  serving 
children,  young  people,  and  adults  for  Inf omation, 
education,  aesthetic  appreciation,  recreation 

1.  Groups  served 

a.    Adults,  young  people,  children 

"b.  Students 

c.    General  readers 

2.  Materials  and  methods 

a.    Books  and  pamphlets 

"b .  Perlod-toala 

c.    Audio-visual  aids 

Pictures 

Films,  slides 

Lectures,  forums,  film  showings, 
concerts,  discussion  groups 

3.  Basis  of  selection,  including  identification  of 
fields  for  special  emphasis  depending  upon  local 
situation  and  needs 

a.  Procedure 
h .    Availability  of  materials 
a.    Open  shelves 
"b.  Deposits 

c.  Bookmobiles 

d.  Inter-library  loan 
5 .    Spocial  Services 

a.  Readers  advisers  for  children,  young  adults, 
adults 

b.  Extension 

Schools,  hospitals,  unions,  shut-ins, 
churches,  clubs,  social  agencies,  etc. 

III.    Coordination  of  Divisional  Services,  to  prevent  undue 
overlapping  of  services  and  to  Insure  against  gaps  in 
collection  due  to  temporary  budgetary  restrictions 
offoctlng  either  or  both  Divisions 


lY.    Activo  Rocrulting  of  Wider  Cosnmmlty  Support,  throug)i 


1.  Friends  of  librnrlos 

2.  More  active  publicizing  of  services 


-26- 

BOSTON  PUBLIC  LIBRAS!  PROFESSIONAL  STAFF  ASSOCIATION 


Tc  the  Executive  Board : 


The  Committee  appointed  to  count  the  hallots  of  the  aecond 
poll  on  payment  of  salaries  by  cash  vs.  check  reports  as  follows: 


Ballots:  Sent  out   khg 

Returned   392 

Not  valid   k 

Valid   388  (86 M) 


Results  of  Poll 

Central  Library     Breaoh  Llbrerles  Total 

Question  1  --Do  you  prefer  to  he  paid 


by  cash  or  by  check? 

By  Cash  119  ^2  l6l 

By  Check  109  118  22? 

Total   228  160  388 


Question  2  --If  the  answer  to  q.uestion  1 
is  By  Cash^  would  you  be 
agreeable  to  payment  of  salaries 
by  check,  if  you  received  your 
check  each  week  in  time  to  have 
it  cashed  on  the  Thursday  lunch 
hour  ? 


Yes                                      5^1  23  77 

No                                        47  15  62 

Blank                                  _lB   h  22 

l^Dtal                                 119  ^2  l6l 


Question  3  --  If  your  answer  to  question  1 

is  By  Check,  would  you  prefer  to 
receive  your  check  in  time  to 
have  it  cashed  on  the  Thursday 
lunch  hour? 


Yes                                     90  93  183 

No                                        1  23  2k 

Blank  or  did  not  matter     _18   2  20 

Total  109  118  227 


Respectfully  submitted, 
BALLOT  COUNTING  COMMITTEE 

(Signed) SARAH  M.  USHER 

(Signed ) FRANK  P.  BRUNO 


May  21,  I952 


•'   J./  s-i 
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EDITOR'S  CORNER 

At  the  A.L.A,  Pre-convention  Conference 
on  Intellectual  Freedom  much  was  said 
about  the  right  of  the  individual  to 
think,  to  write,  to  act  freely.    From  the 
fourteen  major  speeches  given  at  these 
meetings  two  in^oirtant  facts  stood  out? 
(l)  individual  freedom,  while  not  pecul- 
iarly an  American  ideal,  is  finding  its 
final  testing  ground  in  America  and  it  is 
an  ideal  worth  fighting  forj  (2)  individ- 
ual freedom  not  only  implies,  but  demands 
individual  responsibility.    No  individual 
is  truly  free  who  fails  to  recognize  his 
responsibility  both  to  his  fellowman  and 
to  the  democratic  society  in  which  he 
lives. 

Since  this  Conference  was  designed  to 
meet  the  needs  of  librarians,  emphasis  was 
placed  on  freedom  of  the  written  word,  T 
This  freedom  can  be  maintained  only  so 
long  as  those  who  write  assume  the  respon- 
sibility inherent  in  freedom*  VW.ting 
Trtiich  is  biased,  untruthful,  misrepresen- 
tative  of  facts  or  designed  only  to  des- 
troy implies  a  loss  of  freedom. 

Unfortunately,  the  last  few  issues  of 
The  Question  !^rk;  i.e.,  the  Soap  Box 
aeotion,  seem  to  be  indicative  of  such  a  * 
loss  of  freedom.    As  it  was  so  well 
stated  at  the  Conference,  "freedom  is  not 
license."    Those  v^ho  seek,  under  the 
cloak  of  anonymity,  to  tear  down  their 
fellow  men  are  hindering,  not  furthering, 
individual  freedom.    They  are  ruled  by 
fear,  jealousy  or  intellectual  immaturity 

The  Publications  Coramittee  has  been 
operating  on  the  theory  that  Boston  Public 
Library  Professional  Staff  Association 
members  are  mature,  educated,  well- 
balanced  adults.    In  the  past  they  have 
avoided  censorship  in  contributions  to 
the  Soap  Box  and  earnestly  hope  that  they 
can  continue  to  do  so.    It  is  the  belief 
01  the  Publications  Committee  that  the 
Soap  Box  should  be  a  medium  of  free  ex- 


pression to  all  members  of  the  Boston  Pub- 
lic Library  Professional  Staff  Association 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Association  as  a 
whole • 

However,  if  the  present  trend  toward  un- 
controlled personal  attacks  continues,  the 
Publications  Committee  will  be  forced  to 
return  as  unacceptable  for  publication 
material  which  is  submitted  on  the  basis 
of  personal  animosity. 

Any  Boston  Public  Library  Professional 
Staff  Association  member  who  wishes  to 
take  issue  with  another  member  is  at 
liberty  to  do  so,  face  to  face.    As  mature 
adults,  we  should  be  able  to  discuss  dis- 
passionately any  differences  of  opinion. 
Let  us  not  use  the  columns  of  The  Question 
Mark  to  air  our  personal  grievances  and 
thus  endanger  the  freedom  of  the  written 
word  and  our  individual  responsibility  to 
make  a  positive  contribution  to  our  Asso- 
ciation, 

E.G.P. 

PERSONAL  NOTES 

New  Staff  Members 

Christine  J9  Celia,  Dorchester  Branch 

John  J,  Hallahan,  Open  Shelf  Department, 
formerly  part-time  in  the  Book  Purchasing 
Department  0 

Doris  Ro  Kelleher,  Cataloging  and  Classi- 
fication Department,  Division  of  Reference 
and  Research  Services. 

Macy  Margolis,  History  Department, 
formerly  part-time, 

Linda  Pagliuca,  North  End  Branch, 
formerly  part-time. 

Janet  E.  Schlein,  Ifettapan  Branch. 

Transfers 

Mary  L,  Dennis on,  from  Alls ton  to  the 
North  End  Branch, 

Lucia  S,  Faulkner,  from  North  End  to 
Codman  Square  Branch, 


?&ry  Golden,  from  Tyler  Street  to  Allstori 

Resignations 

Jean  B,  Buchanan,  Codman  Square,  to  move 
out  of  state o 

Helen  M,  Carley,  Book  Stack  Service,  to 
remain  at  hoineo 

Thomas  Pr  Carras,  Book  Purchasing  Depart-' 
ment,  to  travel » 

Joan  Vc  Custin,  Dorchester,  to  travel* 

Anne  C,  Kearney,  South  Boston,  to  remain 
at  home, 

Elaine  Pa  Iferzilli,  Kirstein,  to  remain 
at  home<» 

Sigrid  R,  Reddy,  Open  Shelf  Department, 
to  remain  at  homeo 

Teresa  L.  Tape,  Book  Preparation  Depart- 
ment, to  accept  another  position* 

Marie  E,  White,  Codman  Square,  to  remain 
at  home. 

Ruth  Eo  Winn,  South  End,  to  accept 
another  position. 

Retired 

Florence  B*  Darling,  Faneuil,  June  30, 
1952. 

Marriages 

Mary  A.  Blute,  Uphams  Corner,  to  S„  Duanci 
la  Follette,      June  1$,  1952. 

Harriet  E,  Frye,  East  Boston,  to  Douglas 
Heath,  June  15,  1952, 

}ferie  J,  Pineo,  Bookmobile  II,  to  Blair 
M,  Benner,  Audio-Visual  Center,  June  8, 
1952. 

Edith  Mo  Sliney,  Office  of  Records,  • 
Files,  Statistics,  to  Julius  Jo  Trocki, 
June  23,  1952, 

Gloria  Shine,  South  End,  to  Gerald 
Seidenberg,  June  29,  1952. 

Graduations  from  Library  School 

John  Jo  Hallahan,  Open  Shelf  Department, 
Siiraons  College,  M,S.^  1952. 

Pearl  G.  Lewis,  General  Reference  Depart-- 
■Bnt,  Simmons  College,  M.S.,  1952. 

Marianne  Morse,  iiisic  Department,  Simmons 
CoUege,  M.S.,  1952. 

Deceased 

Daniel  J.  Brown,  Binding  Department, 
June  27,  1952. 

Niiaber  of  Individuals  7/ho  Attended  Pre- 
Conference  Activities  of  A.L.Ao 

.i^ivision  of  Hoi^  Reading  and  Community 
Services  -  7 

Division  of  Reference  and  Research 
Services  -  1 


Number  of  Individuals  Vflio  Attended  the 

A.L.Aq  Conference  19523 

General  Administrative  Offices  -  5 
Division  of  Business  Operations  -  1 
Division  of  Home  Reading  and  Community 

Services  -  3U 

Division  of  Reference  and  Research 

Services  -  Ih 

STORK  EVENT 

Paul  Vinci  is  happy  over  the  arrival  of 
his  new  sister,  Karen  Rita  who  became  a 
part  of  the  Vinci  family,  on  June  26,  1952 t 
The  children's  mother,  Pauline  Ferrante 
Vinci,  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  staff 
of  the  Office  of  the  Division  of  Home 
Reading  and  Community  Services* 

BON  VOUQE 

Mrs  Elizabeth  L.  Wright,  Supervisor  of 
Personnel,  leaves  by  air  on  August  11  for 
a  trip  to  England  and  Scotland.    On  her 
tour  of  England,  Mrs  Vfright  will  be  joined 
by  Iiliss  Honor  WcCusker,  now  a  member  of 
the  staff  of  the  UoS.  Information  Library, 
Rome.    ?.liss  McCusker  was  formerly  a  member 
of  the  Rare  Book  Department  and  was  the 
first  editor  of  The  Question  Marko 

On  July  2k,  Mss  l^feirianne  Morse  of  the 
Music  Department  sails  from  Montreal  on 
the  S.S.  Columbia  for  a  European  trip. 
Miss  Morse  plans  to  visit  among  other 
countries,  France,  the  Netherlands,  Switz- 
erland, Germany,  and  Austria,    In  Vienna 
Miss  Morse  will  visit  the  family  of  Dr. 
Steeps,  professor  of  music  at  the  Conserva- 
tory of  the  City  of  Vienna,  with  whom  she 
became  acquainted  through  CAREe    On  her 
return  to  America  in  late  September,  Miss 
Morse  will  join  the  staff  at  the  Library 
of  Yale  School  of  Music. 

7/ELCOME  HOME 

V/hen  the  new  superliner  The  United  States 
sailed  into  New  York  Harbor  on  her  west- 
ward nniden  voyage,  two  of  her  enthusias- 
tic passengers  were  Miss  Margaret  Morgan^ 


'■  1 


Branch  Librarian,  Connolly,  and  her  mother* 
Mrs  Jesse  Morgan*  Both  report  a  very- 
thrilling  crossing  on  this  new  luxury  linei 
The  only  adverse  criticism  was  that  the 
trip  was  so  short  that  the  passengers  did 
not  have  time  to  see  all  the  beauties  of 
this  Queen  of  the  Seas. 


On  July  lii,  Miss  Eleanor  Halligan, 
Statistical  Department  returned  from  a 
trip  to  the  west  coast.    Miss  Halligan 
flew  to  San  Diego  and  from  there  she 
visited  Los  Angeles,  Yosemite,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Portland,  Mt#  Hood,  Victoria  and 
Vancouver.    From  Seattle  she  returned  by 
air  to  Boston.    She  reports  that  this  trip 
is  one  she  can  heartily  recommend.  Des- 
pite the  fascination  of  the  west.  Miss 
Halligan  is  glad  to  be  back  "slaving    and  j 
toiling"  in  ye  olde  Statistical  Department J 


Ladies,  take  a  bovrl 

Mr  Thorns  Manning,  Chief,  Exhibits  Office 
who  recently  returned  from  a -trip  to  the 
west  coast  states  that  in  all  the  librar- 
ies he  visited  he  did  not  find  any  young 
ladies  who  wore  as  attractive  or  as  v;ell 
dressed  as  those  at  the  Boston  Public  Li- 
brary. (Ed.  note:    Until  the  publication 
of  this  statement  \lr  ffenning  has  been  a 
bachelor.    His  prospects  of  remaining  in 
that  blissful  state  are  now  doubtful.) 

WEDDINGS 

On  June  1$,  in  St.  Mary's  Church  in 
Charlestovm  at  four  o'clock.  Miss  Mary 
Blute,  on  the  staff  of  Uphame  Corner,  be- 
came the  bride  of  Seaman  First  Class  S. 
Duane  LaFollette  of  Aurora,  Missouri. 
Dressed  in  white  satin  with  Duchess  lace 
and  a  finger-tip  veil  of  tulle,  the  bride 
carried  a  prayer  book  iTith  a  single  orchidi 
Aa  bridesmaid,  Miss  Constance  Meehan  of 
Dorchester  wore  powder-blue  satin  and 
carried  a  bouquet  of  American  Beauty  roses 
The  best  man  was  Seaman  First  Class  C. 
Robert  Strom  o^i  Minnesota.    Miss  Catherine 
Loughman,  branch  librarian,  and  other  stafi' 
aenibers  attended  both  the  wedding  and  the 
reception  held  at  the  home  of  friends  of 
the  bride's  family.    After  a  short  wedding 


trip,  Seaman  La  Follette  returned  to  sea 
duty  at  Key  West,  Florida,  while  Mrs  La 
Follette  returned  to  her  position  at  the 
Uphams  Corner  Branch  Library. 


Sunday  afternoon  June  15,  Miss  Harriet 
Frye  of  the  East  Boston  Branch  was  married 
to  Mr  Douglas  Heath  in  Cambridge*  The 
ceremony  was  the  quiet  worship  of  the 
Friends  with  Dr.  Glenn  Frye,  the  bride's 
father,  reading  the  certificate.  Miss 
Eunice  werner  of  the  Central  Library  Staff 
served  on  the  board  of  overseers.  The 
bride  wore  a  ballerina  length  dress  of 
white  organdy  over  taffeta  trimmed  with 
imported  laceo    Following  the  ceremony  a 
reception  was  held  on  the  lawn  outside 
the  Meeting  House.    The  tiered  cake  served 
as  a  centerpiece  of  the  lace  covered  table, 
Miss  Gertrude  Pazol  and  Miss  Duilia  Capo- 
bianco  from  the  East  Boston  Branch  poured 
the  punch.    Miss  Jfery  Crosby  and  Miss  Rita 
Tadodonia  served  the  cakeo 


On  Saturday,  June  28,  Barbara  Rogovin 
became  the  bride  of  Mr  James  Gray  of  Provi- 
dence, Rhode  Island.    The  bride  looked 
lovely  in  a  white  organdie  ballerina 
length  dress  trimmed  with  yellow.  She 
carried  a  corsage  of  white  and  yellow 
orchids  and  stephanotiSc    The  matron  of 
honor,  the  bride's  sister,  wore  a  blue 
silk  shantung  dress.    Following  a  small 
family  reception,  the  couple  honeymooned 
iniiie  Berks  hires  and  Rhode  Island. 


On  Saturday,  June  28,  in  Ste  Joseph's 
Church  in  Hyde  Park,  lt.ss  Edith  Mo  Sliney 
became  the  bride  of  Mr  Julius  Joseph 
Trocki  at  a  nine  o'clock  nuptial  mass. 
The  bride,  attended  only  by  her  sister  and 
given  in  marriage  by  her  father,  wore 
white  embroidered  nylon  over  pale  blue 
taffeta  and  a  fingertip-length  veil.  Her 
bouquet  was  a  cascade  of  white  roses o 
When  during  the  reception,  she  threw  the 
bridal  bouquet  in  the  traditional  manner, 
it  was  caught  by  her  co-worker  in  the 
Office  of  Records,  Files,  Statistics, 
Miss  Agnes  Lucahesi«  After  the  reception, 
held  at  the  Dedham  Community  House,  Mr  and 
l^s  Trocki  left  for  a  honeymoon  in  Nevf 
Hampshire,    On  their  return,  they  will 
make  their  home  in  North  Cambridge. 


In  the  presence  of  her  family  and  inti-  neighbor  policy  in  her  famous  enchanted 
mate  friends.  Miss  Gloria  H,  Shine,  acting  spell  which  so  successfully  creates  a  de- 
Children's  Librarian  at  South  End  Branch,  light  in  books*    Anecdotes  about  her  new 
nas  married  to  Gerald  C,  Seidenberg  on      ;boxer  "Brutus",  her  airdale  "Muffins"  and 
Sunday  afternoon,  June  29,  at  1:30  p.m^     Ithe  kitten  "Basket",  stories  about  the 
at  the  Temple  Beth  Zion  in  Brooklineo    She  branch  libraries  of  United  States'  Benjamin 
wore  her  sister's  wedding  dress,  tradi-     Franklin  Library  in  important  Mexican  cit- 
tional  white  satin  with  a  train,  and  car-  ies  and  the  work  of  the  bookmobile  in  rural 
ried  a  Bible  with  white  orchids  o    The         Mexico  lasted  far  longer  than  the  straw- 
bride's  sister,  Mrs  Roberta  Kunin,  was  berberry  pie  and  many  cups  of  coffee, 
only  attendant!  she  wore  a  white  eyelet        Mrs  Gorez,  formerly  Eva  Je  Anttonen,  was 
organdy  over  blue  taffeta.    A  dinner  was    'children's  librarian  at  East  Boston  before 
served  to  the  wedding  guests  in  the  ves-   ^she  went  to  Mexico  City  in  19U6  to  become 
try  of  the  temple.    After  a  short  wedding  ^children's  librarian  in  the  Benjamin  Frank- 
trip  to  St.  Agathe,  Canada,  Mr  and  Mrs       Hin  Library,    She  held  this  post  until  1951 
Seidenberg  returned  and  are  now  living  at  iwhen  she  was  sent  by  the  State  Department 
318  St,  Paul  Street,  Brookline,  to  Buenos  Aires  to  open  the  children's  de- 

partment at  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Library 
there.    Although  Tony  resigned  last  fall 
from  library  work  when  she  married  Dr  Gore2» 
she  still  works  creatively  with  children 
and  books. 


ALUMNAE  NOTES 


Mrs  John  Hatzik,  formerly  Qussene  Guve- 
yan  of  the  Cataloging  and  Classification 
Department,  Division  of  Reference  and  Re- 
search Services,  came  in  recently  to  say 
good-bye  to  her  Library  friends  prior  to 
flying  with  her  tvTins  to  North  Hollywood, 
California. 

promising  position  there,  will  follow 
later  by  automobile,    Gussene  issued  a 
most  cordial  invitation  to  all  BPLers  who 
plan  to  attend  the  ALA  Conference  in  Los 
Angeles  in  1953  to  call  on  her  and  give 
her  the  oppdrtunity  of  shovdng  them  that 
part  of  the  country. 


VISITORS 

Miss  Helen  F,  Charles,  Enoch  Pratt  Free 
Her  husband,  who  has  taken  a  [Library,  Baltimore o 

Dr  Joseph  Dagher,  Conservateur  of  the 
National  Library  of  Lebanon,  Beirut,  cur- 
rently serving  as  Consultant  on  Arabic 
Literature  and  Bibliography  at  the  Library 
of  Congress* 
Mrs  Lydia  de  Queiroa .  Sambaquy  and 
Miss  Jannice  de  Mello  Monte-Mor,  Service 
de  Intercambio  de  Catalogacao,  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  Brazile 

Jiro  Ishihara,  Deputy  Mayor,  Kobe  City, 
Japan, 

Ifr  Kurtz  Jfyers,  Detroit  Public  Library, 
Professor  Franco  Schiavone,  National 
Union  against  Illiteracy,  Rome,  Italy, 
Dr  Wilhelm  Schmitz-Veltin,  Director, 


Miss  Virginia  Haviland  and  Miss  Dorothy 
F,  Nourse  had  a  delightful  reunion  visit 
to  Mexico  with  I5rs  Luis  Gorez  better 
known  as  "Tony"  to  her  BPL  friends  on 
Wednesday  evening,  July  9th,    During  the 


dinner  and  evening  at  Miss  Nourse 's  apart- Stadtblicherei,  Duisburg,  Germany 


nent,  reminiscences  about  Mexico  in  19hS 


er  in  the  American  School  in  Mexico  City, 
Experiments  in  choral  reading,  dramatiza- 
tion of  A. A.  Milne's  "King's  Breakfast", 
the  celebration  of  Hans  Christian  Ander- 
son's birthday  and  teaching  arithmetic 

and  spelling  as  well  as  geography  by  mean^acoma,  Washingtono 
of  flying  to  New  York  via  American  Airline 
literature  and  notebook  proved  that  Tony 
still  combines  love  of  reading,  apprecia- 
tion of  poetry,  understanding  of  children 
and  practical  application  of  the  good 


Joseph  Shields,  Irish  consul  at  Boston, 


and  1952  v;ere  exchanged,  Tony  vividly  re-and  Florence  Garrity,  president  of  the  Eire 
counted  experiences  as  a  substitute  teach- Society  of  Boston,  visited  the  Library  on 


Thursday,  June  12,  to  view  the  exhibit  of 
Irish  books  which  was  in  the  South  Corridor 
of  the  Main  Lobby  through  June  30,  The 
books  were  a  gift  from  the  Eire  Society, 
Miss  Ifergaret  Stapleton,  Public  Library, 


"  ''ii 


i 

■ 

•1 


1  ,  ■  ; 


I. 


THE  SOCIAL  WHIRL 


In  honor  of  her  approaching  marriage. 
Miss  Edith  Sliney  -was  entertained  at 
luncheon  in  the  Tovm  Room  of  the  Sheraton 

Plaza  on  June  2h»    The  present  staff  of  the|Gladys  Pitcher,  managing  e ditor  of  C^C 
Office  of  Records,  Files,  Statistics  was 
joined  by  lirs  Jfery  F,  Nagle,  a  former  mem- 
ber of  the  staff* 


time  he  described  some  of  the  minerals 
which  members  of  the  Club  had  on  display 
at  the  Library  in  the  Main  Lobby  from 
June  2  through  June  30 • 

On  Thursday,  June  26,  at  1:00  p.ra©, 


On  the  evening  of  June       in  the  Staff 
Lounge  Miss  Barbara  Rogovin  of  the  Book 
Stack  Service  vras  tendered  a  surprise 
shov/er.    She  was  the  recipient  of  many 
lovely  gifts  for  her  new  home,    A  delicious 
repast  was  served  in  the  lunch  room  immed- 
iately following  the  presentata  ono 


Birchard,  Company,  and  chairman  of  the 
Bookbuilders  Workshop  of  Boston,  appeared 
on  Polly  Huse  »s  "Domestic  Diary"  over  WBZ- 
TV,  in  connection  with  the  Bookbuilders  of 
Boston  -  Workshop  Projects  exhibit  which  - 
was  held  in  the  Puvis  de  Chavannes  and 
Sargent  Galleries  from  June  2  through  30 • 

WOMEN'S  HOUSE  COMtilTTEE  REQUESTS 


B.C. 


Once  again  the  BPLPSA  Women's  House  Coro- 
mittee  would  like  to  bring  to  your  atten- 
tion that: 


At  a  surprise  farewell  luncheon  held  in 
her  honor  on  Friday,  June  27,  ^liss  Gertrude 
Pazol  was  presented  with  a  silver  compact 
by  fellow  staff  members  of  the  East  Boston 
Brancha    Miss  Pazol  severs  a  very  pleasant 
association  of  a  year  to  take  up  duties  as 
Librarian  at  Mitchel  Air  Field  in  Long 
Island,  Nev/  York.    Warm  wishes  for  a  suc- 
cessful and  happy  future  accompany  her© 


1.    All  utilities  used  in  the  Women's 
Lunch  Room  must  be  cleaned  and  replaced  in 
cabinets  by  the  individuals  using  themi. 

2«    Articles  have  been  disappearing  from 
the  refrigerator  in  the  Women's  Lunch  Room* 
Please  check  carefullyto  avoid  such  mistakes 
in  the  future. 


l!rs  Elaine  Jiarzilli  of  Kirstein  Business 
Branch  was  honored  recently  at  a  dinner 
party  at  the  Scituate  home  of  Miss  Rita 
Desaulniers.    The  entire  staff,  together 
with  many  of  their  friends,  gathered  at 
the  shore-side  summer  residence  to  present 
lirs  Marzilli  and  her  husband  with  a  sterl- 
ing silver  baby  set  and  to  shower  Elaine 
with  many  good  wishes  on  the  completion  of 
her  service  with  the  BPL.    Mrs  Iferzilli 
came  to  work  at  Kirstein  in  19h9  after 
graduating  from  Dorchester  High  School  for 
Girls.    Ifr  1/arzilli  is  an  electrical  engi- 
neer v;orking  in  Norvrood  where  the  couple 
are  now  planning  to  settle. 

LIBRARY  DISPUYS  NOTED  ON  TV 

jcepted  terra  is  "young  adults"  which  should 
Gerald  F.  Crumra,  president  of  the  Boston  a^ave  been  used  consistently  throughout  the 
Mineral  Club,  was  Bill  Hahn's  guest  at  'outline. 

12:00  m,  June  l6,  over  WNAC-TV,  at  which     |    it  was  also  noted  that  under  Fields  of 


3»    Carelessness  has  been  reported  re- 
garding shoes  being  placed  on  the  uphols- 
tered furniture,  and  ash  trays  being  upseto 
Cooperation  is  needed  in  both  these  matters. 
fie  would  also  like  to  bring  it  to  your 
attention  that  no  food  is  allowed  in  the 
lounge  and  this  includes  candy. 

Margaret  Butler 
Catherine  Farrell 
Helen  Savakian 
Louise  Wall 

Veronica  Tibets,  Ohairman 

CORRECTION 

1%  has  been  called  to  the  attention  of  the 
former  chairman  of  the  Library  Objectives 
Committee  that  the  term  "young  people"  has 
been  used  on  page  two  of  the  Outline  for  a 
H^ritten  Statement,  #iich  appeared  in  the 
June  issue  of  The  Question  Mark.    The  ac- 


i' 


Service  on  the  first  page  pri»t]>  and       :  lEditor's  Note: 
rare  books  had  been  omitteda    Although  th^ 
outline  vra.s  intended  to  suggest  areas  of 
service  and  not  as  a  complete  listing, 
other  fields  have  been  specifically  in- 
cluded and  these  additional  ones  should 
have  been  among  themo 

The  Committee  that  prepared  the  outline 
appreciate  these  comments  and  the  interes*^ 
expressed  through  them. 


Pauline  A.  Walker 

*The  Bubble  Reputation > 

(But  not  in  Shakespeare *s  timei) 

Just  a  Tfhisper  and  a  sneer 
And  a  ahrug  of  the  shoulder i 
A  miasma  of  fear 
Makes  the  slanderer  bolder* 
Just  a  word  in  one*s  ear: 
Someone  told  him  who  told  her 
Who  told  yet  another, 
Who  blabbed  to  his  brother  - 
And  the  victim  is  wrapped 
In  a  web  of  suggestions 
Till  the  victim  is  trapped 
By  ambiguous  questions. 

Just  a  whisper  and  a  smirk 
And  you  set  it  in  motion: 
The  poison  will  work 
Like  a  magic  potion. 

If  guilt  is  unprovable. 
You  need  not  worry: 
Good  names  are  removable 
In  quite  a  hurry© 

Just  a  clog  of  suspicion, 
Like  a  fog  on  a  field, 
ffekes  your  victim's  perdition 
Irrevocably  sealed. 

Just  a  whisper  and  a  sneer 

Everyone  understands i 

It  is  easy  to  smear  - 

But  how  clean  are  your  hands? 

Jfergaret  Munsterberg 

Reprinted  from  The  Churchman,  July,  1952, 


The  following  excerpts  from 
a  letter  written  by  Mrs  Fern  Ingersoll, 
former  staff  member,  to  Miss  Evelyn  Levy, 
give  an  interesting  picture  of  certain 
phases  of  life  in  Europe  today, 

"Well  we're  back  in  Paris!    Jay  is  work- 
ing at  UNESCO  in  the  Technical  Assistance 
Programo    It  is  a  very  interesting  exper- 
ience for  him  because  his  work  is  to  read 
all  the  field  reports  coming  in  from  ex- 
perts in  the  field,  brief  his  superiors, 
channel  questions  from  experts  to  the  a{>- 
propriate  specialists  in  UNESCO  for  ansvirer- 
ing,  and  compile  the  answers  to  go  back  to 
the  field.    At  the  present  time  it's  a  3 
month  appointment  with  the  possibility  and 
probability  of  an  extension  for  a  year  or 
perhaps  2,    We  waited  and  hoped  for  this 
job  all  through  the  winter  and  because  of 
personnel  problems  he  was  weekly  told  al- 
ternately that  he  would  and  would  not  have 
ito    Finally,  thinking  the  final  answer 
was  "No",  we  decided  to  spend  the  summer 
in  a  Quaker  work  canp  in  southern  Italy  — 
a  tremendously  interesting  project*  In 
preparation  for  it  we  v/ent  to  two  leader- 
ship seminars  in  Germany,  one  in  Oberhausen 
in  the  Ruhr  District  and  the  other  in 
Berlin©    Berlin  was  particularly  fascinat- 
ing, '    That  was  about  a  month  and  a  half 
ago  when  people  could  still  go  relatively 
freely  between  West  and  East  Berlin.  Most 
of  the  people  in  the  seminar  were  Berliners 
and  for  the  week  after  it  closed  our  time 
was  filled  up  by  going  all  over  the  cityj 
guided  by  our  friends  and  seeing  the  lifer 
of  the  city  as  they  were  involved  in  it  - 
a  refugee  camp  in  the  West  (we  were  told 
that  about  300  refugees  from  the  East  came 
to  the  West  everyday) ;  work  shops  for  young 
unemployed  men  and  women  (a  bad  problem  all 
over  Germany,  but  especially  in  West  Berlin 
where  the  economy  is  so  confined) ;  high 
schools  (we  were  impressed  by  some  excel- 
lent non-authoritarian  teaching,  after  v/hat 
we  knov^  of  German  education  of  the  past)  j 
the  Free  Berlin  University  (started  in  19hl 
to  make  a  place  for  the  vast  number  of  stu- 
dents coming  from  the  East,  now  having  an 
amazing  number  of  courses  and  something 
like  7^000  students);  the  House  of  Soviet 
Culture  and  the  University  of  Berlin  in 
the  Eastern  sector.    We  went  to  the  Eastern 
zone  with  Western  Students  and  several 
Easterners  -v&io  had  fled  to  the  West,  It 
was  really  fearfull    We  had  the  particular- 
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ly  unique  experience  of  being  there  on 
May  1,  which  is  the  big  labor  holiday  all 
over  Europe.    In  the  Western  sector  there 
was  a  rather  quiet  ceremony  with  crowds 
gathered  in  a  square  to  hear  speaches 


large  library  with  insufficient  funds  to 
duplicate  titles.  Books  recommended  for 
usewLth  youth  are  specially  markedwLth  a 
hyphen  to  the  left  of  the  call  number  so 
fthat  no  matter  where  they  are  housed  -  even 


from  labor  leaders  from  all  over  the  worldvLn  the  adult  collection  «  all  assistants 


politically  colored,  yes,  but  no  compari- 
son with  what  we  saw  in  the  East.  There, 
all  day  long  from  8  in  the  morning  to  10 
at  night,  everyone  -  farmers  with  their 
tractors  and  pigs,  mothers  with  babies  in 
their  arms,  nurses,  factory  workers, 
school  children,  the  young  people  all  in 
their  blue  uniforms  -  nnrched  carrying 
banners  with  pictures  of  the  Eastern 
leaders  and  charicatures  of  the  Western- 
ers and  banners  ivith  all  kinds  of  double- 
talk.    There  was  much  music  and  singing 


can  easily  recognize  them<,    Although  the 
point  was  made  that  this  is  a  method  of 
selection,  not  limitation  of  books,  a  repre- 
sentative of  Enoch  Pratt  Free  Public  Library 
objected  to  this  special  designation,  in- 
sisting that  the  librarian  should  know  the 
entire  field  of  adult  books o    In  Baltimore, 
all  important  books  are  duplicated  regard- 
less of  expense  or  bother©    Two  other 
methods  of  grouping  books «    in  an  entirely 
separate  building,  like  the  Brownsville 
Children's  Branch  in  Brooklyn;  and  in  sep- 


and  cheering  but  everyone  looked  so  tired, arate  youth  rooms,  with  large  fluid  collec- 


After  the  Berlin  experience  we  flew  back 


to  Hanover  (on  the  border  of  the  East-WestNew  York  Public  Library's  practices,  ended 


Bonas,  where  we  had  left  Toby  (our  motor- 
cycle) and  rode  over  to  the  Rhine  and 
down  south  along  it»    At  Heidelberg  we 
received  a  letter  from  UNESCO  saying  they 
wanted  Jay  to  come  back.    So  here  we  are  J 
Jay  and  I  are  both  very  concerned  about 
the  book  censorship  at  home  which  we  have 
been  reading  about  in  the  New  York  Times e 
We'd  appreciate  it  very  much  if  you'd 
give  us  your  view  of  the  situation. 


AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  CONFERENCE 
June  29  -  July  5,  1952 

Editor's  Note!    The  following  reports 
cover  certain  sections  of  the  Preconven- 
tion  Conferences  and  the  Conference  prop- 
er.   The  remainder  of  the  reports  will  be 
printed  in  the  August  issue. 

Prec  onf erenceg 

Work  With  Young  People 

The  opening  session  of  the  Prec onf er- 
ence  Workshop  on  Work  with  Young  People 
took  the  form  of  a  panel  discussion,  en- 
titled "Organizing  Youth  Worko"    As  an 
example  of  a  small  collection  used  for 
individual  recommendations,  the  library 
at  Itilton,  Massachusetts  was  described. 
Detroit's  practice,  ranging  from  a  single 
shelf  t©  separate  rooms  for  youth  collec- 
tions, illustrated  the  possibilities  of 
utilizing  the  entire  collection  of  a 


tions,  located  near  adult  rooms  -  one  of 


the  presentation.    At  the  conclusion  of  the 
discussion  which  followed,  the  speakers 
seemed  agreed  that  the  most  important  part 
of  service  to  young  people  is  the  youth 
librarian  herself o 

"The  Youth  Librarian  Visits  the  High 
School"  was  the  theme  of  the  second  panel 
discussion  of  this  preoonference.  Among 
suggestions  examined  by  a  panel  represent- 
ing four  different  types  of  libraries: 
Rutland  Regional  Library,  Vt»}  Detroit! 
East  Orange,  New  Jersey j  and  Youngstown, 
Ohio,  were  possibilities  of  joint  meetings 
of  school  librarians,  public  librarians  and 
English  teachers  J  the  sharing  with  school 
librarians  of  public  library  recommended 
lists  and  new  books;  and  assembly  versus 
classroom  talks.    A  final  debate  on  the 
relative  provinces  of  public  and  school 
librarians  was  resolved  in  pointing  out 
the  abundance  of  work  yet  to  be  done  by 
both  in  getting  reference,  collateral  and 
recreational  reading  to  young  people. 

At  the  third  session.  Miss  Jfergaret  C, 
Scoggin  of  the  New  York  Pub^-ic  Library 
introduced  a  panel  on  "Touchy  Areas  in 
Book  Selection"  with  a  memorable  presenta- 
tion of  general  book  selection  standards. 
As  she  stated,  young  people  do  not  need  to 
be  wrapped  in  cotton  batting,  since  they 
are  developing  adult  minds.    As  educated 
people,  librarians  must  accept  or  reject 
according  to  positive  standards,  accepting 
"true"  books  even  if  they  are  unpleasant. 
The  youth  librarian  must  know  the  touchy 
areas  of  her  communitys,  have  the  courage 
of  her  convictions,  matched  by  the  ability 
to  state  them  clearly,  and  must  serve  as 
interpreter,  rather  than  dictator. 


I 
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The  ensuing  panel  reviewed  specific  bookjjstated  briefly,  is  to  assist  participants 


in  the  following  "touchy  areas";  sex. 


realism,  politics,  and  racial  and  religious  grams," 


differences.  Among  the  many  titles  cover- 
ed, such  books  as  The  Caine  mutiny.  The 


catcher  in  the  rye.  Witness ,  American  free-Adult  Education  movement  in  the  United 


dom  and  Catholic  power  and  material  on 


ing  debate e 


featured  Dr  Marynia  L,  Farnham,  psychia- 
trist and  author  of  The  adolescent,  speak- 
ing on  "The  Teen-ager  in  Today's  World 


to  achieve  greater  clarity  in  Library  pro- 


Dean  Cyril  Oc  Houle,  University  of 
Chicago,  in  giving  a  brief  resume  of  the 


States  during  the  last  twenty-five  years. 


Paul  Robeson  brought  forth  frank,  stimulat-rcompared  Adult  Education  of  1926  with  that 


of  the  present 0    "We  have  moved  upward  in  a 


The  fourth  session  of  this  pre-conference spiral" ,  stated  Dean  Houleo    Vastly  greater 


numbers  of  individuals  are  now  engaged  in 
adult  learning  due  to  increased  formal 
schooling,  the  depression,  and  World  War  II» 


In  a  vivid  picture  of  the  adolescent,  grow-However,  libraries  have  come  to  the  reali- 
ing  at  different  rates  in  different  direc-  zation  that  the  masses  are  not  yearning  for 
tions,  Dr  Farnham  explained  the  reasons      leducation.    Adult  educators  must  create  the 
behind  his  seemingly  inconsistent  and  often motivation  if  more  people  are  to  be  brought 
incomprehensible  behavior.    Adolescents      'into  the  movement© 


need  guidance  they  can  rely  on,  from  people 
they  can  trust,  in  terms  they  can  under- 


Dr  Robert  Leigh,  Director  of  the  Public 
Library  Inquiry,  on  the  other  hand,  recog- 


stand.    Along  with  parents,  librarians  can  inized  the  Library  as  an  accepted  agency  of 


contribute  to  youth's  need  for  inner 
security  and  assist  their  intellectual 
flowering.    We  must  not  underestimate  ado- 
lescents, reduce  them  to  mediocrity,  and 
so 


Adult  Education  in  the  community,  but 
stressed  the  point  that  the  Library  should 
serve  the  already  motivated  desires  of 
adults.    Librarians  should  not  have  the 


orce  them  into  a  stereotyped  adulthood,' idea  that  they  can  change  the  attitudes 

and  motivations  of  people,  "Librarians 


P.Wc 


Adult  Education 


In  the  heat  of  the  last  week  in  June 
some  eighty  librarians  met  each  morning  andfieldo 


cannot  even  increase  the  number  of  people 
interested  in  adult  education",  said  Dr 
Leigh, 

John  Cory,  Chief  of  the  Circulation  De- 
partment of  the  New  York  Public  Library 
replied  that  the  Public  Library  is  still 
the  weakest  link  in  the  Adult  Education 


However,  it  may  not  always  be  so 


afternoon  at  Columbia  University  to  discuss-for  Library  adult  education  reaches  a 


ways  of  strengthening  educational  service 


in  public  libraries.    Registrants  were  f ron  it  is  often  more  accessible  than  other 


broader  age  range  than  the  other  agencies j 


twenty  states  -  including  California  and 
Washington,  Llaine  and  Florida  -  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  Canada, 

Lowell  Ifeirtin,  Associate  Dean  of  Faculty 
of  Library  Service,  Columbia  University, 
was  the  General  Chairman  of  the  five-day 
Institute  which  was  sponsored  by  the  School 
of  Library  Service  of  Columbia,  and  the 
Adult  Education  Board  and  Adult  Education 
Committee  of  the  Public  Libraries  Division 
of  A.L.A, 

Itr  Martin  introduced  the  Institute  by 
pointing  out  that  there  are  three  factors 
which  enter  into  all  successful  educational 
library  programs i    Faith  -  a  dedication  to 
the  yjoTk  at  hand* 


agencies;  it  is  informal  without  the  con- 
straint of  the  academic;  it  is  voluntary; 
and  it  gathers  together  and  uses  all  the 
media  of  communication!,    "The  Library", 
said  W  Cory,  contrary  to  Dr  Leigh's  views, 
"must  reach  out  not  only  to  the  inquiring 
minds,  but  also  to  the  unprepared  minds. 
The  Library  should  put  ideas  where  they 
will  be  stumbled  upono" 

Thus  on  the  opening  day  of  the  Institute 
the  stage  was  set  for  a  discussion  of  the 
role  of  Adult  Education  in  the  Library's 
program.    Repeatedly  during  the  following 
days,  reference  was  mde  to  the  motivated 
individual  versus  the  unmotivated  individ- 


Sense  -  an  understanding  ual,  or  to  the  inquiring  mind  versus  the 


of  at  least  a  part  of  the  people  in  the 
community*    Clarity  -  a  continuing  program 
or  group  of  activities  fitting  into  the 
purposes  of  the  Libraryi    Mr  Martin  con- 
cluded, "The  purpose  of  the  Institute, 


unprepared  mind. 

To  complete  the  first  afternoon  program 
Miss  Mary  Louise  Alexander,  Librarian  of 
the  Ferguson  Library,  Stamford,  Connecticut, 
pointed  out  the  educational  opportunitiea 
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of  the  Library  in  a  small  city  vrtiere  the 
Library  is  practically  a  community  center. 

Its  Helen  Steinbarger,  Consultant  in 
Adult  Education  at  the  Washington,  D«C, 
Public  Library,  stressed  the  importance  of 
a  balanced  Library  educational  program 
which  Is  keyed  to  the  needs  and  reading 
interests  of  the  larger  community.    Such  a 
program  should  include  books,  book  lists, 
films,  recordings,  radio,  and  televlsiono 


In  spite  of  the  high  temperature  on 
Thursday,  practically  all  of  the  regis- 
trants attended  the  Thursday  evening  ses- 
sion at  which  Mrs  Mildred  Mathews,  Super- 
intendent of  Adult  Services  at  the  New  York 
Public  Library  described  that  Library *s 
training  program  which  is  organized  for 
the  effective  carrying  out  of  the  job  at 
hand  or  for  promotion  to  another  job*  At 
I this  meeting  Tfr  Byron  Hopkins,  Director  of 


"Libraries  should  begin  to  prepare  for  the  I  the  East  Orange,  New  Jersey  Public  Library 


acceptance  and  use  of  television  in  their 
programs,"  said  Mrs  Steinbarger,  "No  one 
part  of  the  Library  has  to  do  with  educa- 
tion. It  is  the  concern  of  the  v*iole  li- 
brary," she  concluded. 


also  told  of  his  experiences  in  projecting 
a  new  educational  program  into  the  commun- 
ity. 

On  Friday,  although  the  speakers  were 
concerned  with  the  various  types  of  Group 


The  program  of  the  Institute  was  full  an4Programs  in  Libraries,  emphasis  -was  on  book 
varied.    There  were  twenty-two  different     'discussion  programs.    Of  particular  inter- 
discussions  during  the  week.    Space  permitqest  was  the  report  on  the  A.L.A.  American 
only  the  briefest  of  notes  on  the  reraaindei|Heritage  Project  as  presented  by  the  Pres- 


of  the  well-planned  and  stimulating  pro- 
gram. 

Wednesday  was  given  over  to  a  discussion 
of  Jfeterlals  for  Educational  Service  in 


ent  Director,  Mrs  Grace  Stevenson© 

A  highlight  of  the  weekwas  the  Heritage 
book  discussion  leadership  training  sessidn 
demonstrated  by  Miss  Margaret  Monroe,  Li- 


Libraries.    There  were  talks  on  strengthen-tbrarian  in  Charge  of  Book  Discussion  pro- 


ing  the  book  collection  with  emphasis  on 
the  need  for  a  well-defined  book  buying 
policy,  the  use  of  non-musical  recordings 
including  buying  sources,  and  the  use  of 
films  with  a  demonstration  of  a  film 
evaluation  session.    It  was  encouraging  to 
hear  Theodore  Waller,  Managing  Director  of 


the  American  Book  Publisher's  Council,  dis- which  Libraries  serve  a  wide  variety  of 


grams  at  the  New  York  Public  Library,  and  a 
group  of  leaders  from  the  New  York  coraraun— 
ityo 

The  final  session  of  the  Institute  on 
Saturday  was  on  reaching  and  serving  busi- 
ness, civic,  labor,  and  parent  groups  in 
the  coraraunity«    The  many  diverse  ways  in 


cuss  reading  trends.    "Books,"  he  said, 
"have  always  been  under  one  doom  or  an- 
other.   First  it  was  the  automobile;  then 
the  movies,  then  radio,  and  today  tele- 
vision.   Yet  each  year  many  more  books  are 
published  and  sold."    He  pointed  out  the 
increasing    interest  in  paper  bound  books, 
particularly  in  paper  bound  originals  and 
indicated  the  many  projects  being  consid- 
ered by  the  Publisher's  Council.    "The  Li- 
brary more  and  more  rightly  represents  a 
selective  interest  market,  vriiereas  the 
publisher  represents  the  mass  narket," 
said  Mr  Waller. 

The  Library's  job  in  helping  its  clien- 
tele to  become  more  discriminating  readers, 
the  Trork  of  the  A.L.A.  Sub-Committee  on 
Book  Appraisal,  the  need  for  specially 
prepared  annotations  for  certain  types  of 
non-fiction  books,  subject  interest  arrang-f 
ment  of  Library  collections  to  fit  the 
needs  of  the  greatest  number  of  borrowers, 
and  a  discussion  of  book  reviewing  by  Li- 
brarians to  meet  the  mind  of  the  non- 
patron  were  included  in  Thursday's  program 
on  Service  to  Individuals c 


groups  demonstrates  the  increasing  impor- 
tanoQ  of  group  activities  as  a  necessary 
and  vital  part  of  the  Library's  Adult  Edu- 
cation program. 

Perhaps  it  is  unnecessary  to  add  that  the 
greatest  value  of  the  Institute  was  the 
opportunity  it  offered  for  the  exchange  of 
ideas  with  Librarians  from  all  sections  of 
the  United  States o    The  discussion  period 
following  each  s  ession  was  usually  far  too 
short  because  of  the  full  program^,  However^ 
the  discussions  were  continued  at  lunch  and 
dinner  and  frequently  even  far  into  the 
night,  as  the  majority  of  the  registrants 
were  living  in  Johnson  Hall,  a  Columbia 
University  graduate  house. 

M.C.J. 
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Intellectual  Freedom 


relinquishing  ity  he  asserted, "and  we 
3an*t  defeat  totalitarianism  by  imitating 
ito"    Pressure  against  libraries  was  shovm 

l)  direct 


The  two  day  Conference  on  Intellectual 
Freedom,  sponsored  by  the  ALA  Committee  on|to  take  the  following  forms: 
Intellectual  Freedom,  was  held  in  the 
auditorium  of  the  Bar  Association  of  New 
York,  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  June  28-29* 
It  was  called  to  consider  the  problem  of 
free  communication  in  the  library  and  the 


pressure,  (often  sincerely  motivated)  by 
patriotic  organizations,  and  individuals. 
In  the  belief  that  they  are  doing  good  by 
prohibiting  the  circulation  or  even  acquisi- 
tion of  "subversive"  materials,  (as  illus- 


allied  fields  of  nublishing  and  broadcast-  trated  by  a  request  that  the  Library  of 
ing  and  the  ways  in  which  librarians,  in  Congress  label  its  so-called  subversive 
particular,  can  effectively  resist  pressur0i-iterature) ,  2)  the  indirect,  insidious  in- 


groups  attempting  to  limit  their  effective 
ness.    The  four  meetings,  comprising  panel 
of  three  speakers  at  each  session,  dealt 
specifically  with :  1)    The  Library  and 
Free  Communication,  2)    The  Present  ProbI 
in  Book  Selection,  3)    Pressures  -  Where- 
from  and  Hew?    and  k)    Our  Common  Stake  in 
Free  Communication  (Book  Publishing,  the 
Press,  Broadcasting).    They  were  in  turn 
chaired  by  William  Dix,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Intellectual  Freedom;  Milton 
i.  Lord,  Director,  Boston  Public  Libraryj 
David  Ko  Beminghausen,  Librarian,  Cooper 


luence  of  a  widespread  demand  for  conforrar 
ty,  causing  timid  librarians  to  censor 
heir  own  activities  in  anticipation  of 
rousing  criticism,  3)  direct  or  indirect 
ressure  from  legislators  and  others  in 
uthority  demanding  restrictions  on  unortho- 
jlox  materials,  particularly  of  a  political 
(nature  o 

!   Asserting  that  much  of  the  danger  to  free 
poramunication  is  coming  from  friends  within 
pur  borders  rather  than  our  enemies  without, 
jJulian  Boyd,  together  with  E.  McDiarmid, 
expressed  doubts  about  the  ability  of  some 


Union}  and  Luther  Evans,  Librarian,  Librarjflibrarians  to  resist  these  pressures,  while 
of  Congress,    The  speakers  included:  Juliai^t  the  same  time  exhorting  the  profession  to 


Boyd,  Director,  Princeton  University  and 
distinguished  editor  of  The  Jefferson 


Insist  upon  complete  freedom  of  selection, 
it  whatever  the  cost*    Lively  discussion 


Papers ;  Alan  Barth,  editorial  writer  of  thefentered  about  Mr  Ralph  Munn»s  "adrainistra- 
Washington  Post  and  author  of  The  Loyalty   ^^^^  feasability"  in  interpreting  the  Li- 
of  Free  Ikni  E.  7/,  McDiarirdd,  Dean,  College^^^ry  Bill       Rights  in  the  selection  and 
of  Science,  Literature  and  the  Arts,  Uni-   shelving  of  politically  unorthodox  books 
versity  of  Minnesota;  Ralph  Munn,  Director, his  library.    Distinguishing  between 
Carnegie  Library,  Pittsburgh;  Robert  Colli-pyert  and  disguised  propagand.a,  he  declared 
son.  Librarian,  Westminster  Library,  Lon- 


that  while  the  formor  should  be  included  in 
eneral  collections,  it  should  not  be  open- 
y  displayed  but  should  be  shelved  in  a  re- 
tricted  area  where  it  would  be  freely 
Emphasizing  throughout  the  right  of  the   ^vailable  on  request.    Since  disguised 
citizen  to  free  access  to  information,  the  propaganda  is  deliberately  deceptive  and  has 
speakers  showed  how  that  right  is  being  inJ^ecome  a  recognized  weapon  of  warfare,  he 


don;  Lester  Markel,  Sunday  Editor  of  The 
New  York  Times;  and  Merle  Miller,  author 
:)f  The  Judges  and  the  Judged. 


creasingly  threatened  by  pressure  from  in- 
dividuals and  organized  groups,  and  unless 
resisted  will  seriously  curtail  the  acquisi- 
tion and  circulation  of  materials  present- 
ing all  points  of  view,  as  defined  in  the 
Library  Bill  of  Rights.    Describing  the 
threat  to  libraries  as  indicative  of  the 
growing  tendency  to  place  a  premium  on  or- 
thodoxy, as  officially  exenaplified  by  the 


ointed  our  that  Librarians  should  make 
very  effort  to  discover  and  eliminate  it 
n  their  collections.    Knowledge  and  judg- 
mt,  he  emphasized,  are  the  components  of 


'administrative  f easability"  and  also  a 
-ealization  that  the  Library  can  not  veer 
•jOO  far  from  public  opinion. 

Rebuttals  to  this  policy  were  provided  in 
the  discussions  of  W  Robert  Collison  of 
Internal  Security  Act  and  the  Government's  London,  England  and  Mr  Jerome  Cushman,  of 
loyalty  program,  Alan  ^rth  suggested  that  Salina,  Kansas,  both  of  whom  regarded  re- 
librarians  are  in  the  midst  of  a  battle  novsstricted  shelving  as  "pernicious  practice" 
being  waged  for  the  freedom  of  the  human     and  did  not  tolerate  it  in  their  libraries. 
Bind.    Without  free  communication,  under-       In  summarizing  the  discussions  and  generael 
standing  is  impossible;  and  as  understand-  areas  of  agreement  in  the  conference,  Mr 
ing  diminishes  so  do  the  chances  of  pre-     Man  Barth  called  upon  librarians  as  "cus- 
serving  peace.    "We  can't  preserve  freedom  (todians  of  a  great  past"  to  close  rank 
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among  themselves  and  join  Tilth  the  other 
mass  media  of  c omminication  to  "resist  the 
■barbarian  invasion"  and  protect  the  right 
of  every  American  to  express  his  opinions 
freely,  however  heterodox©    Librarians,  he 
emphasized,  are  trustees  of  the  nation's 
intellectual  heritage,  and  in  protecting 


their  freedom  they  are  protecting  all  free-fture  was  found  at  the  Columbia  University 


sponsible  for  the  A»L»Ae  Daily  Reporter « 

•  e    4    •  e 

The  registered  attendance  edged  over  the 
5200  nBrk  set  at  the  last  New  York  Confer- 
ence in  1937 o 

•  o    o    •  c 

The  outstanding  bit  of  Conference  litera- 


donu    Reaffirming  i^r  Boyd's  contention 
that  freedom  is  a  right  of  the  public  to 
fre<i  access  to  information,  he  declared 
that  censorship  is  "a  reproach  to  the  com- 
mon people".    It  is  of  itself  a  corrupting 
influence  and  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
"good  censorship" o    However,  the  true  test 
of  freedom  is  its  use©    Freedom  is  akin  to 
responsibility  and  it  is  our  duty  as  li- 
brarians to  use  it  responsibly 3    The  li- 


"It  would  be  better,"  mused  the  wise  old 
owl,  "if  librarians  from  Boston  would  stay 
brarian's  responsibility  lies  in  the  selec-j-away  from  restaurants  about  to  be  robbed, - 


tion  of  materials,  and  selection  requires 
well  trained,  thoroughly  qualified  person- 
nel, not  subject  to  pressure.    In  conclu- 
sion library  administrators  were  admonish- 
ed to  be  constantly  on  the  alert  to  threate 
to  the  profession,  and  to  guard  against 
them  by  adoption  of  the  Library  Bill  of 
Rights  and  the  thorough  education  of  their 
staffs  in  its  principles  and  implications o 

L.S .Mo 


Conference 

Conference  Casuals 

A  wise  old  owl  atop  the  Empire  State 
Building  made  a  few  random  notes  on  the 
recent  A.L.A,  Conference  which  convened  at 
the  Waldorf  Astoria  Hotel,  New  York  City, 
June  29-July  5,  1952.    He  observed  that 
there  were  approximately  sixty  members  of 
the  Boston  Public  Library  staff  in  attend- 
anae  at  the  Conference o    Everywhere  he 
looked  he  could  spot  a  Boston  Public 
Library! te:    Radio  City,  Rockerfeller  Cen- 
ter, UoN,  Council  meetings,  the  new  Lever 
glass  menagerie,  Divan  Parisian,  the  zoo. 
Central  Park,  Fifth  Avenue  buses,  publish- 
ers' "teas",  -  and  even  at  Conference 
meetings. 

The  old  owl  noted,  too,  that  the  Local 
Committee  Trlth  Francis  R.  St  John,  Brook- 
lyn Public  Library,  as  general  chairman, 
did  an  outstanding  job©  Congratulations 
should,  also,  go  to  Paul  Wasserman,  editor, 
and  his  efficient  staff  drawn  from  the  New 
York  United  Staff  Association  who  were  re- 


Press  Bootha  This  "was  a  pamphlet  entitled 
Librarianna,  with  photographs  of  babies 


caricaturing  library  patrons  by  Constance 
Bannister  and  captions  by  Jean  and  Bob 
Holmes,    It  caused  more  comment  and  was 
much  more  fun  than  a  "banned-in-Boston" 
booko 


and  if  thoy  do  insist  in  consorting  where 
crime  runs  rampant  -  -why  don't  they  do 
something  instead  of  just  sitting  and  calm- 
ly eating  while  a  thief  walks  off  with  1^00? 
I  wonder  if  things  like  that  ever  happen  in 
Boston?" 

(Editor's  note:    Of  coiirse  not,  who  ever 
heard  of  a  Boston  restaurant  being  robbed, 
owls  should  know  better I) 
00000 

Next  year  the  A.L.A,  Conference  meets  in 
Los  Angeles o    The  old  owl  heard  a  rumor, 
but  just  a  rumor  to  be  sure,  that  the  Con- 
ference had  been  unofficially  invited  to 
meet  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  in  19^Uo  Maybe, 
we'll  all  be  "flying  down  to  Rio"  in  a 
couple  of  years.  -  Maybe  not  I 


Conference  Side-Lights 

We  were  pleased  to  note  that  The  Question 
Mark  was  one  of  the  popular  items  at  the 
booth  reserved  for  staff  publications. 
Everywhere  we  went  -  and  those  who  attended 
the  convention  can  attest  to  the  miles  and 
miles  of  floor  space  -  people  carrying 
copies  were  very  much  in  evidence©  The 
very  nice  young  lady  in  attendance  at  the 
booth  is  a  Question  Mark  fan  by  her  own 
admission.    Her  favorite  column?    The  Soap 
Box©    The  check  controversy  was  of  special 
concern.    She  thsls  particularly  interested 
in  the  outcome. 

The  CARE  book  also  -was  receiving  much 
attentiono    The  BoP.L.P.S.A.  Committee  on 
CARE  should  be  congratulated  for  their  un- 
stinting efforts.    A  special  bow  to  Miss 
May  McDonald,  chairman,  for  her  zeal  and 


1 


-12- 


good  work.  !•    Books  of  high  literary  quality  but  of 

Former  staff  members  glimpsed  in  New  Yoii< limited  appeal?  2*  Books  of  wide  appeal 
or  at  the  convention:  but  of  slight  literary  value;    3«  Books 

Dora  Bailey,  formerly  Children's  Librar-  true  to  life  but  starkly  realistic;  he  Stor- 
ian  of  South  End  Branch,  now  with  the  New  ies  of  careers  with  poor  characterization© 

Friday's  buzz  session  questioned  the  buying 


York  Public  Library. 

Ruth  Fishburne,  now  vice-president  of 
Special  Libraries  in  New  York,  and  editor 
of  their  staff  bulletin.    Both  girls  look- 
ed radiant  and  happy.    Both  have  been  on 
extended  leaves  in  Europe  since  leaving 
the  B.P.L.    Must  be  something  about  New 
Yorkl 


of;    1»    Special  editions  of  adult  books 
(re-writings,  abridgements,  etc.);  2,  Super- 
ficial treatment  of  important  subjects; 
3.    Frank  presentation  of  social  problems; 
and  U»    Large  quantities  of  science  fiction. 
On  neither  day  were  any  generalized  rules 
agreed  upon,  but  speakers  from  both  plat- 


Mrs  Florence  Angoff  (nee  Adelson)^  Iform  and  floor  did  agree  on  the  importance 

Alice  Buckley,  formerly  Children's  Li—    'of  community  situation  and  recognized  the 
brarian  at  Allston  Branch,  now  High  School  possibilities  of  different  points  of  view» 
Librarian  at  East  Boston.  [  On  Tuesday  afternoon,  Amy  Loveroan  of 

fThe  Saturday  Review  spoke  to  a  large  audi- 
S.R.  ience  on  "llfhat  Books  Mean  To  Young  People". 

^he  pointed  out  the  fact  that,  since  most 
*  ^oung  people  do  their  most  intensive,  re- 

sponsive reading  between  the  ages  of  twelve 
Work  with  Young  People  and  sixteen,  the  value  of  books  is  profound 

to  them.    The  world  in  which  adolescents 
The  New  York  Times  Youth  Forum  Broadcast  now  live  reveals  the  lack  of  restraint  - 
on  Monday  morning  was  the  first  meeting  of  in  language,  books,  and  behavior  -  for 
the  Association  of  Young  Peoples'  Librar-  which  their  parents  agitated;  the  war  has 
ians.    With  author,  Hov/ard  Swiggett  as        ended  "cheerful  yesterdays  and  confident 
guest,  four  students  -  15  to  1?  years  old  -tomorrows."    This  defeatism  and  despair 
were  given  a  chance  to  express  their  li-     rnust  be  overcome  by  propelling  youth  into 
brary  needs.    In  no  uncertain  terms,  they  &n  awareness  of  their  mission  as  effective 
insisted  that  they  be  given  books  on  both  citizens,  bastions  of  the  future*  While 
sides  of  controversial  issues;  so  that,      young  people  are  malleable  and  inflarnroablo, 
for  instance,  they  can  learn  of  the  origi-v^hile  they  still  read  without  bitterness  or 
nal  objectives  and  accomplishments  of  the   disillusion,  before  futility  spoils  their 
Communist  Party  as  well  as  present  popular  idealism,  they  must  be  convinced  that  the 
conceptions  of  that  subject.    Feeling  that  world  is  worth  saving.    Never  have  the  ob- 
teen-age  collections  are  chosen  "for  Cigations  of  youth  librarians  and  educators 

morons",  they  suggested  advisory  councils   been  of  such  potential  importance  to  the 
representing  every  community  group  and  all  world, 
ages  to  help  in  book  selection.    There  was  ■ 

comment  on  the  dullness  of  libraries  and     i  P,W» 
their  exhibits  and  the  difficulty  of  find— j 

ing  specialized  literature.    In  this  con—  |  -Jfc 
nection  it  was  noted  that  Nev/  York  Public  t 

Library's  reference  collection  is  not         !  Audio-Visual 
available  for  use  by  students  under  twenty-r 

one.    In  conclusion,  answering  criticism       The  convention  activities  of  the  Audio- 
of  book  censorship,  Mr  Svdggett  reminded    Visual  Board  were  centered  around  film 
the  young  people  that  limited  funds  create  showings ,  a  film  preview  and  discussion  of 
in  themselves  a  form  of  censorship.  recent  developments  in  educational  tele- 

At  two  meetings  -  Tuesday  and  Friday  vision, 
mornings  -  The  Association  of  Young  >   On  Tuesday,  July  1  the  Audio-Visual  Group 

People's  Librarians  engaged  in  lively  bookjirere  shown  a  group  of  films  which  included: 
discussions.    Using  specific  titles  to  il-H.    The  Oxford  student,  a  color  film  in  the 
lustrate  each  category,  the  Tuesday  group  Life  in  Great  Britain  series  which  re- 
debated  the  inclusion  in  young  people's      enacted  the  past,  tradition,  and  life  today 
collections  of  the  follovving  material:        p.n  various  colleges  of  Oxford;  2,    That  the 
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deaf  may  speak,  prize  winning  festival 
film,  sponsored  by  Lexington  School  for 
the  Deaf,  indicating  ways  in  which  the 
school  seeks  to  help  deaf  children  lead 
norral  lives j  and  3«  The  inyressionable 
years,  a  pictvire  set  in  the  Nathan  Strauss 
Branch  of  the  New  York  Public  Library, 
concerned  with  children  and  their  librar- 
ies. 

On  ■'''Wednesday,  a  convention-wide  audience 
previewed  a  new  French  film  entitled  The 
fabulous  Fabre  -  as  yet,  not  shown  to  the 
general  public.    Based  on  the  life  of  Jean! 
Henri  Fabre  (1823-1915)  and  giving  vivid 
insight  into  that  renowned  French  entomol- 
ogist's methods  of  labor  and  observation, 
this  picture  contributes  to  a  deepened 
appreciation  of  his  remarkable  patience 
and  achievements.    An  excellent  film  to 
combine  with  book-lists  and  exhibiliSo 

At  the  Television  Committee  meeting  on 
Thursday,  the  field  consultant  of  the 


American  Heritage  Project 

At  an  A.L.A.  Adult  Education  Section 
meeting  on  Friday,  July  U,  seven  librarian^ 
with  Ifrs  Stevenson  as  the  leader,  discussed 
their  experiences  in  setting  up,  carrying 
on,  and  evaluating  the  Heritage  Project, 
This  was  one  of  the  outstanding  meetings 

the  Conference.    The  surprisingly  large 
audience  on  a  holiday  afternoon  testified 
to  the  widespread  interest  of  Librarians 
in  learning  more  about  the  Heritage  Projects 

M.C.J. 


Friends  of  Libraries 


The  Friends  of  Libraries  Committee  held 
a  luncheon  meeting  on  Wednesday,  July  2,  at 
ithe  Starlight  Roof  of  the  Waldorf  Astoria, 
Joint  Committee  on  Educational  Television,  at  which  the  speaker  was  Mr  Norman  Cousins, 


Paul  C.  Reed,  reviewed  "Recent  Develop- 
ments in  Educatior^l  Television."  These 
may  be  stated  in  terms  of  securing  tele- 
vision stations  and  educating  those  who 
are  to  use  them.    Between  October,  1950 


vice-president.  The  Saturday  Review. 

Mr  Cousins  stated  that  membership  today 
in  a  Friends  of  the  Library  group  requires 
: convictions,  insight,  courage  and  just 
plain  "guts"p  -vrtiereas  in  the  past  member- 


and  April,  1952,  educators  and  other  interrship  in  such  a  group  has  been  based  pri- 
ested  parties  -  like  the  city  of  Miami,       narily  on  a  love  for  books.    The  many  pres- 
Florida  -  secured  stations  on  2U2  reserved ■ sures  on  libraries  at  the  present  time  are 
channels  for  one  year;  unfortunately,  how-  related  to  the  general  feeling  of  insecur- 


ever,  these  options,  if  not  renewed,  may 
be  taken  up  by  commercial  agencies  after 
June  2,  19539    Despite  accomplishments  in 


ity  throughout  the  world;  we  have  been  un- 
able to  use  our  power  successfully  and  as 
a  result  we  are  beginning  to  use  it  against 


such  areas  as  Denver  and  the  State  of  Wis-  ourselves.    Our  failures  have  produced 
consin,  no  uniform  pattern  has  been  devel-  tensions,  with  the  result  that  people  feel 
oped  for  securing  the  support  of  education- that  action  is  imperative.    When  the  desire 
al  television  by  educational  organizations ♦to  act  becomes  an  end  in  itself,  we  have 


Ifr  Reed  closed  by  urging  all  thinking 
people  to  support  this  worthy  cause, 

Friday,  July  U,  was  devoted  to  a  film- 
showing  sponsored  jointly  by  the  Audio- 
Visual  Board  and  the  American  Heritage 
PrDjoctc    Four  films  on  America:  its  ori- 
gins, heritage,  struggles,  and  peoples, 
were  shown  in  a  holiday-slanted  program* 
Included  were  Voices  of  people,  dealing 
vdth  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and 
the  Bill  of  Rights  J  Freedom  of  the  press, 
depicting  famous  struggles  on  the  part  of 
men  like  Peter  Zenger  to  retain  this  free- 
dom; Peoples  along  the  Mississippij  high- 
lighting the  backgrounds  of  these  river- 
side dwellers;  and  The  library  story, 
treating  the  services,  personnel  and 
clientele  of  Wilmette,  Illinois  Public  Li- 
brary, 

M.F  .R. 


I  set  the  stage  for  mob  action.    Our  national 
objectives  are  to  secure  a  peace  which  will 
I  maintain  freedom  and  bring  an  end  to  tyr» 
janny.  Among  the  obstacles  we  are  facing  in 
; achieving  these  objectives  is  a  loss  of 
I  ground  Tdth  communism,  resulting  from  our 
; inability  to  recognize  either  a  communist 
{or  a  non-communist.    Another  obstacle  which 
{America  faces  today  is  the  tendency  to  make 
apologies  against  every  kind  of  attack. 
But  an  attack  against  world  citizenship  or 
the  work  of  UNESCO  should  not  be  defended; 
it  Ghould  be  opposed.    Mr  Cousins  stated 
that  the  important  question  is  not  for  us 
to  decide  vrtiether  or  not  we  want  world 
government,  but  what  kind  of  world  govera- 
roent  we  want.    When  we  answer  the  question, 
are  we  willing  to  join  world  government? 
then  Tire  have  a  right  to  ask  Russia  and  the 
other  countries  the  same  question, 

R  .S  »C  o 


Mrs  Vining  Speaks 

A  conference  highlight,  for  an  audience 
far  greater  than  the  Division  of  Libraries 
for  Children  and  Young  People,  whose  pro- 
gram meeting  it  was,  was  the  Wednesday 
evening  talk  by  Mrs  Elizabeth  Gray  Vining, 
author  of  the  current  best-seller  WINDOWS 
FOR  THE  CROYm  PRINCE  and  a  list  of  distin- 
guished stories  and  biographies  for  young 
people* 

Jfrs  Vining  spoke  about  the  American  her- 
itage -  what  it  is  and  how,  as  "windows 
t»  be  opened,"  she  interpreted  it  to  the 
Crown  Prince e    As  a  blend  of  people, 
places,  ideas  and  ways  of  doing  things, 
she  discussed  it  with  keenness,  directness, 
and  simplicity,  quoting  such  American  leacW 
ers  as  William  Penn  and  Benjamin  Franklin, 
and  enlivening  it  all  with  the  kind  of  il- ' 
lustrations  from  her  experieoces  in  teach- 
ing that  make  her  book  so  delightful  and 
that  reflect  her  innate  fitness  for  the  | 
work  she  did. 

V,H. 


lication,  or  a  pen  name  used,  if  the  con- 
tributor so  requests e    Anonymous  contribu- 
tions are  not  given  consideration.  The 
author  of  the  article  is  known  only  to  the 
contributor  and  to  the  Editor-in-Chief, 
The  contents  of  articles  appearing  in  the 
Soap  Box  are  personal  opinions  expressed  by 
individual  Association  members  and  their 
appearance  does  not  necessarily  indicate 
that  the  Publications  Committee  and  the 
Association  are  in  agreement  with  the  views 
expressed. 


CONGRATULATIONS 


The  History  Book  Club  selection  for 
July,  1952  is  John  Adams  and  the  Prophets 
of  Progress,  by  Zoltan  Ikraszti,  Harvard 
University  Press©    1952*    ?4r  Haraszti  is 
Keeper  of  Rare  Books,  Boston  Public  Li- 
brary, 


One  of  the  display  casBS  in  the  main 
lobby,  north  corridor  is  featuring  ma-  • 
terial  relating  to  the  recent  book  William 
Penn,  Founder  and  Friend,by  Virginia  Havi- 
land,  Reader *s  Advisor  for  Children  at  the 
Boston  Public  Library,    Included  in  the 
display  are  the  original  illustrations  by 
Peter  Burchardc 

SOAP  BOX 

Any  contribution  to  the  Soap  Box  must  be 
accompanied  by  the  full  name  of  the  Asso-  1 
ciation  member  submitting  it,  together  | 
with  the  name  of  the  Branch  Library,  De- 
partment, or  Office  in  v^ich  he  or  she  is 
employed.    The  name  is  withheld  from  pub- 


To  the  Soap  Boxs 

A  word  a  day  keeps  Mental  Inertia 
away*    A  staff  member  submits  the  follow- 
ing "  vocabulary  builders", 

BIBLIOTHECAL,  adj.    Former  usage  -  of  or 
pertaining  to  a  libraryo    Now  -  used  to 
describe  the  state  of  nirvana. 

BUDGET,  n.  An  indefinite  quantity  posses- 
sing unlimited  elasticity  in  some  directions 
and  complete  rigidity  in  others, 

CLARIFY,  v,t.    To  compound  confusion  with 
chaos, 

CLOWN,  v.i.    To  speak  or  act  in  a  manner 
inconsistant  with  the  standards  of  the 
Professional  Pall  Bearers  Association, 

COMMITTEE,  n.    An  intrepid  group  of  li- 
brarians who  do  not  permit  the  lack  of 
ideas  to  prevent  them  from  filing  a  report, 

COOKIE,  n,    A  type  of  small  thin  flat 
cake  served  at  all  Library  functions.  Ex- 
cellent eating  but  monotonous  reading, 

DECORUJi,  n.    Tittering,  making  snide  re- 
narks.    Bravery  sotto  voce, 

DIGNITY,  n,    A  combination  of  mental  in- 
ertia and  moral  anemia «, 

LIBRARIAN,  n©  A  much  mispronounced  word 
signifying  the  infallibility  of  the  Direc- 
tor <> 

MCDONOUGH,  EAMON,  n,  "Satan,  Lucifer, 
Used  to  frighten  new  Library  employees  and 
probationary  assistants « 

MONEY,  no    A  mgical  word  credited  with 
the  power  to  shock  professionals  and  change 
their  complBxions  from  white  to  rosy  red, 

PROFESSIONAL,  ad jo    Of  or  pertaining  to 
my  work  or  attitude o 

UInTPROFESSIONAL,  ad  jo    Of  or  pertaining  to 
your  work  or  attitude, 

QUESTIONNAIRE,  n.    Three  sheets  to  the 
windo 

RAfUFICATION,  n,    (Fr,  Latin  ramus  and 
facere)    To  make  like  a  ram,  i,e,  the  act 
of  butting  the  head  against  a  stone  wall. 
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REQUEST,  v»t.  To  ask  or  solicit  by  placf 
ing  the  point  of  a  knife  in  the  small  of  | 
the  back.  ! 

STAFF  MEETING,  n.    An  experiment  de- 
signed to  demonstrate  that  the  mind  can 


LAMENT  FOR  A  CHARGING  PLATE 


j It  stuck  to  us  through  thick  and  thin 
And  to  the  book  we  put  it  in 

    .     .  And  now  it  knows  a  bitter  fate— — 

absorb  no  more  than  the  posterior  can  bearj Never  to  have  another  datej 

SUBPROFESSIONAL,  adjc    Of  or  pertaining 
to  the  enlisted  personnel,  swabbies  and 
yardbirds • 

SUGGEST,  v,t»    To  put  into  a  person^s 
mind  the  thought  of,  desire  for,  etc*  Es- 
pecially by  making  a  hole  in  the  heado 


0  dear  Association,  here^s  a 
point  to  take  a  vote  on 
It  served  us  well,  and  now  it's 
only  good  to  write  a  note  onl 


URCffil,  v.t.    To  present  in  an  unprofes- 
sional and  undignified  manner.    Now  low 
Library. 

U5URP,  v.t.    To  consult. 
COURTESY,  n.    Uy  attitude  and  behavior 
toward  you* 

DISCOURTESY,  n.  Your  attitude  and  be- 
havior toward  me© 


To  the  Soap  Boxf 


the  A,L,A.  Convention, 
small  town  in  Ohio  told 
a  few  years 


A  Chanqjion  of  Lost  Causes 


Reprinted  from  The  Boston  Herald,  July  7> 
19^2. 

1  Bliss  Perryana 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Herald: 

Will  you  allow  a  nan  who  has  read  your 
Mail  Bag  letters  for  many  years  to  risk  a 
single  generalization?    Very  few  men  and 
no  women  widte  well  when  they  are  angry. 


Exeter,  N.H. 


At 

a  librarian  from  a 
of  a  week-end  visit  to  Boston 
ago»    On  her  first  day,  Saturday,  June  17th 
everything  was  closed,    "But",  she  said, 

"the  next  day,  Sunday  the  Library  was  open- To  the  Soap  Box: 
enjoyed  those  Sir  Galahad 


Bliss  Perry 


ad,  and  how  we 
paintings." 


A  Lot  of  Gloss  is  a  Dangerous  Thing 
or 

We  Wax  Poetic 

0,  lately  when  the  doctor  comes 
aknocking  at  our  door 
The  answer  always  seems  to  be 
"I  slipped  in  old  Stack  U" 
From  ankle  sprains  and  black-and- 
blues  our  dignities  are  sore 
And  all  because  there  has'  to  be 
a  gloss  upon  the  floor. 

Refrain: 
A  gloss  upon  the  floor 
A  gloss  upon  the  floor 

As  time  goes  by  our  ranks  may  be  depleted 
more  and  more 

But,  be  that  as  it  may,  there *s 
still  a  gloss  upon  the  floor. 

C.O'T  and  S.W.P. 


Last  month's  issue  of  the  Question  Mark 
contained  a  letter  signed  "Geoffrey"  which, 
in  my  opinion,  brings  out  into  the  open 
the  campaign  of  criticism  that  has  been 
v/aged  for  some  time  now  against  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Professional  Staff  Association. 
The  letter,  with  its  implications  and 
accusations,  also  points  up  vrhat  appears 
ito  be  a  widening  difference  of  opinion 
among  several  groups  vdthin  our  organiza- 
tion.   I  think  it  would  be  salutary  for 
'all  of  us  to  give  some  thought  as  to  what 
;roay  happen  to  the  Association  if  we  permit 
■personal  feelings  and  rancor  to  interfere 
with  the  pursuit  of  our  legitimate  goals. 
Our  greatest  asset  in  having  the  Profes- 
^sional  Staff  Association  is  that  it  does 
I  represent  the  vast  majority  of  the  biblio- 
thecal  staff  and  can  speak  for  this  major- 
ity.   Any  division  within  the  group  weak- 
ens o\ir  effectiveness.    Differences  of 
opinion  can  and  should  be  settled  either 
;at  the  regular  business  meetings  or  by 
1 action  of  the  Executive  Board, 
I    You,  my  dear  "Geoffrey",  evidently 
'attended  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Profes- 
sional Staff  Association  and,  as  you  make 
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unndstakably  clear  in  your  letter,  found 
much  of  the  proceedings  not  to  your  likingai Question  Markp 
It  would  seem  that  the  time  and  place  to 
have  aired  your  objections  "was  at  the 
meeting,  thereby  giving  the  membership  an 
opportunity  to  discuss  these  troublesome 
matters  and  to  take  whatever  action  the 
majority  decided.    This  would  have  been  a 
democratic  and  decisive  method  of  settling 
differences*    lou  should  bear  in  mind, 
"Geoffrey,"  that  the  officers  and  Execu- 
tive Board  of  the  Association  are  elected 
by  the  members  and  are  answerable  to  the 
members  for  what  they  do  or  fail  to  dOc 
It  is  difficult  to  understand  the  reason 
for  your  reticence  at  the  meeting.  Surely 
it  could  not  have  been  the  lack  of  support 
by  other  members  who  shared  yo\ir  views 
since  it  is  now  common  knowledge  that  many 
members  who  did  not  approve  of  the  Presi- 


opinions  published  anonymously  in  the 

You  have,  too,  the  oppor- 


tunity to  determine  whether  or  not  the 
membership  and  their  elected  officers  share 
your  views*    For  our  common  good  let  us 
clear  the  air,  make  our  decisions,  and, 
above  all,  let  us  get  along  with  our  legit- 
imte  business, 

Louis  Rains 


Soap  Box: 


dent's  actions  had  held  pre-meeting  dis- 
cussions, and  had  even  drawn  such  a  sharp 


Numerous  inquiries  were  heard  at 
the  A.L,Ae  Conference  from  various  parts  of 
the  country  as  to  what  the  BPLPSA  was 
planning  this  year  for  a  supplementary  in- 
service  training  projecto    The  projects  of 
the  past  few  years  have  proved  so  success- 
ful and  stimulating  it  seems  unfortunate 


line  between  themselves  and  -those  who  gave  not  to  continue  something  of  this  natureo 
evidence  of  being  in  accord  with  the  Presi-,The  institutes  and  workshops  have  not  only 


dent's  views,  as  to  label  the  two  groups, 
"our  side"  and  "the  other  side,"  And, 


'been  helpful  to  many  individuals  but  have 
•reflected  creditably  on  the  staff  and  the 


Curious 


even  had  you  been  unav/are  of  the  organiza-  institution  which  the  Association  repre- 
tion  of  the  loyal  opposition,  you  certain- jsents.    Are  there  any  plana? 
ly  must  have  known  by  the  presence  of  the 
claque,  that  there  were  others  present  who 
supported  your  feelings.    Can  you  honestly 
think,  "Geoffrey"  that  you  were  acting  in 
the  best  interests  of  the  Association  by 
remaining  silent  when  you  had  the  oppor- 
tunity to  speak,  the  opportunity  to  ques- 
tion, and  the  opportunity  to  receive  a 
direct  answer  to  your  questions  and  aconsr 
sations? 


GOOD  NEWS 


The  nany  friends  of  Wlss  Ifergaret 
You  were  very  free  with  your  accusations '"^^r^"'  ^^^J^^J^  Librarian,  Emeritus,  Mem- 


against  the  President.    You  were  either 
unwilling  or  unable  to  express  your  views 
at  the  meeting.    However,  if  you  now  think 
that  a  situation  exists  which  requires 
correction  or  modification,  you  may  write 
a  formal  protest  to  the  Executive  Board, 
and/or,  vnrLte  a  formal  letter  to  the  Presi-> 
dent  requesting  that  he  call  a  special 
meeting  of  the  Association  for  the  purpose] 
of  considering  and  taking  action  on  your  | 
charge  against  the  President,    And  while 
you  are  at  your  typewriter,  "Geoffrey';^  you 
might  also  address  a  letter  to  the  Consti- 
tution Committee  suggesting  that  they  pre- 
pare an  an^ndment  to  the  constitution  pro- 
viding for  the  impeachment  and  removal  of 
officers  for  conduct  unbecoming  to  the 
dignity  of  librarians. 

You  are  entitled  to  your  opinions,  and 
you  have  the  privilege  of  having  your 


orial  Branch  Library,  will  be  delighted  to 
know  that  she  has  left  the  Channing  Home 
greatly  improved  in  healthc    For  the  pres- 
ent Miss  McGovern  is  at  the  Bellevue  Hotel, 
21  Beacon  Street,  Bos tone 


(.  0'y<'f      '-rS.'  '.PA. 


THE  BOSTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
PROFESSIONAL  STAFF  ASSOCIATION 


THE       QUESTION  MARK 
Published  by  the  Boston  Public  Library  Professional  Staff  Association 

Volun^  VII,  Number  8  August  1952 


Publications  Committee:    Barbara  P,  Cotter,  George  M,  Pahud,  Sarah  Richman,  Aura  G, 

Watson,  Edna  G,  Peck,  Chairman 


Publication  date; 
The  fifteenth  of  each  month 


Deadline  for  submitting  material: 
 The  tenth  of  each  month  


EDITOR >S  CORNER 

Those  who  "vrent  to  the  A.L.A,  convention 
in  New  York  said  that  The  Question  Mark 
proved  to  be  very  popular  at  the  SORT 
booth.    It  vras  eagerly  penised  by  those 
viho  were  connected  vd.th  other  staff  publi- 
cations and  by  just  plain  staff  members 
from  elsewhere.    Apparently  our  publica- 
tion is  not  so  bad  after  all.    We  don't 
mean  to  pat  ourselves  on  the  back  too 
much,  but  there  was  some  opposition  to 
sending  the  June  issue  to  the  SORT  booth 
among  a  portion  of  the  staff.    It  was  felt 
in  some  quarters  that  it  was  "airing  our 
dirty  laundry  in  public"  to  exhibit  such 
an  issue.    It's  evident  that  others 
thought  it  showed  a  healthy  airing  of  all 
sorts  of  laundry,  clean,  dirty  and  tattle- 
tale  gray©    Or  perhaps  they  were  more  in- 
terested in  our  professional  and  social 
sections  than  in  our  personal  squabbles. 
We  try  to  represent  both  sides  of  every 
question.    As  we  said  last  month,  we  hope 
we  can  continue  to  do  so.    At  any  rate, 
it's  nice  to  knov;  that  others  approve, 

B.P.C, 

PERSONAL  NOTES 

New  Employee 

Maureen  T.  McCarthy,  Book  Stack  Service. 

Transferred 

Ifary  T,  Crosby,  from  East  Boston  Branch 
Library  to  City  Point  Branch  Libraryo 

Rosemarie  larrobino,  from  Book  Stack  Ser-' 
vice  to  Business  Office, 

Gilda  Tecce,  from  City  Point  Branch  Li- 
brary to  South  Boston  Branch  Library, 


Retired 

Joseph  A,  Loughlin,  Brighton  Branch  Li- 
brary, June  15,  1952,  after  eight  years  of 
service  in  the  Boston  Public  Library, 
Mr  Loughlin  died  on  July  18,  1952, 

Resignations 

Mrs  Goldie  Hart,  Office,  Division  of 
Business  Operations,  to  accept  another 
position, 

Mrs  Marie  F,  Hewes,  Book  Purchasing  De- 
partment, to  remain  at  home, 

ISrs  Elizabeth  M,  Normn,  Print  Depart- 
ment, to  live  in  Virginia, 

Gertrude  Pazol,  East  Boston  Branch  Li- 
brary, to  accept  another  position, 

Mrs  Helen  M,  Popp,  Brighton  Branch  Li- 
brary, to  move  away  from  Boston, 

}irs  Barbara  0.  Rogers,  Fine  Arts  Depart- 
ment, to  move  to  New  York  State, 

Engagement 

Miss  Patricia  A,  Tuley,  Assistant,  Book 
Preparation  Department,  to  Mr  James  J, 
Norton. 

WEDDINGS 

Saint  Mary's  Church  in  Charlestown  wag 
the  scene  of  the  marriage  of  Miss  Ifeirgaret 
I^6irphy  to  Second  Lieutenant  Robert  J, 
Bowdring,  U,S,A», on  Saturday,  August  2,  at 
10:30  a,m.    The  bride  wore  a  beautiful 
gown  of  Chantilly  lace  over  taffeta.  Her 
only  attendant  was  her  sister,  Mrs  Helen 
Neary,  also  of  Charlestown, who  wore  yellow 
lace  over  taffeta«    The  bride  vras  given 
av/ay  by  her  brother,  Eugene  Murphy,  Mrs 
James  Lynch  was  the  soloist  and  Mss  Marie 
Hagman  was  the  organist  for  the  occasiono 
After  the  ceremony  a  reception  dinner  vias 
held  at  the  Hotel  Beaconsfield  on  Common- 
wealth Avenue,    The  couple  vdll  take  up 
their  residence  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  on 
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August  15  after  a  wedding  trip  to  New 
Hampshire,    Mrs  Bowdring  recently  resigned 
from  the  Charlestown  Branch  Library. 


At  a  10  o'clock  Nuptial  Mass  on  Saturday 
morning,  August  9,  at  Stc  John    the  Evan- 
gelist Church,  Winthrop,  Miss  Ellen  Marie 
Donahue  vns  united  in  marriage  to  Eugene 
N,  Guiney,  Jr.,  U.S.N., of  Portland,  Maine* 
The  bride  looked  lovely  in  lace  and  il- 
lusion tulle  go\'m  fashioned  mth  lace  pep- 
lum.    The  chapel-length  veil  was  attached 
to  a  coronet  of  seed  pearls.    The  bride 
carried  a  cascade  of  stephanotis.    As  mid 
of  honor,  Miss  Pwita  Doherty,  Book  Stack 
Service,  wore  a  yellow  ballerina  length 
gown  TrTith  picture  hat  to  match  and  carried 
a  bouquet  of  blue  stephanotis  centered 
with  yello^T  daisies.    Following  the  cere- 
mony, the  wedding  reception  was  held  at 
General  Edwards  Inn,  Point  of  Pines, 
Revere.    The  happy  couple  then  left  for  a 
honeymoon  trip  to  Iviaine,    Ivtrs  Guiney,  Jr., 
is  employed  in  the  Book  Stack  Service. 

STORK  EVENTS 

?fr  and  Vxs  Paul  E.  Gonlon  announce  the 
birth  of  a  son,  Paul  E.,  Jr.,  on  August 
12,  19^2.    Mrs  Conlon     is  the  former 
Mildred  Francis  of  the  Business  Office. 


I 


Mr  and  Mrs  Donald  IvlacKay  announce  the 
birth  of  a  daughter,  Carol  Anne,  on  August 
3,  19^2,  lirs  MacKay  is  the  former  Lola 
Robinson  of  Book  Stack  Service© 


THE  STAFF  "AT  EASE" 


On  Wednesday,  J\ily  23,  Miss  Christine 
Hayes  and  Mrs  Frances  Kelley  were  Ixincheon 
guests  of  the  Misses  Edna.  G.  Peck,  Ger- 
trude Yfade  and  Ruth  Michclson,  at  the  Town 
Room,  Sheraton  Plaza.    Miss  Hayes  and  Mrs 
Kelley  will  soon  belong  to  the  illustrious 
group  of  B.P.L.  alumnae.    This  seemed  to 
call  for  a  celebration.    The  Book  Selec- 
tion "remainders",  sad  as  they  are  in  the 
face  of  this  double  loss,  managed  to  put 
on  a  brave  front,  smile  vranly,  and  eat  a 
hearty  lunch.    All,  even  the  two  who  are 


about  to  go  out  into  the  cruel  hard  world, 
report  a  "good  time  was  had  by  all". 


On  July  30,  staff  members  of  the  Charles- 
town  Branch  Library  gave  a  shower  luncheon 
for  Miss  Margaret  Jiurphy  in  honor  of  her 
forthcoming  marriage  to  Robert  Joseph 
Bowdring  of  Somerville,  Masso    A  delicious 
lobster  salad  lunch  was  prepared  by  Miss 
Marion  K,  Abbott  and  served  in  an  appro- 
priately and  very  gaily  decorated  staff 
room.    The  guest  of  honor's  mother  was  also 
present  at  the  festivities.    Miss  Murphy 
was  presented  with  a  gift  of  money  from 
the  staff  during  the  most  successful 
luncheon  party. 


At  a  surprise  coffee  hour  held  in  her 
honor  on  Friday  m.orning,  August  8,  the 
staff  of  the  Mount  Bowdoin  Branch  Library 
presented  Miss  Marie  R.  Kennedy,  Children's 
Librarian,  Tri.th  a  lovely,  white  nylon  slipo 
Miss  Kennedy  leaves  for  a  three -week  tour 
of  Mexico,  and  the  entire  staff  joins  in 
wishing  her  a  pleasant  and  interesting 
journey. 


Not  only  work,  but  romnce  is  a-brewing 
at  West  End  Branch  Library.    Two  members 
of  the  Staff  are  about  to  march  down  the 
aisle  to  the  tune  of  wedding  bells  and 
wearing  orange  blossoms.    Miss  Ifery  Jo 
Littlefield,  Children's  Worker,  and  Miss 
Lee  Lane,  Assistant,  v;ere  guests  of  honor 
at  a  joint  party,  celebrating  their  forth- 
coming nnrriages,  on  Tuesday,  August  12 o 
The  Staff  tendered  nany  good  wishes,  and 
appropriate  wedding  gifts  were  given  to 
the  happy  brides-to-be  by  their  fellow 
Staff  members. 

BON  VOYAGE 

On  August  1,  Miss  liiiarjorie  Gibbons,  Chil- 
dren's Librarian,  Washington  Village  Branch 
Library,  flevf  to  Ireland  where  she  vfill 
visit  relatives*  It^ile  in  Europe  Miss  Gib- 
bons v/ill  tour  England  and  pay  a  short 
visit  to  Paris. 


I 
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On  August  9,  lUss  Ifery  Z.  Lynch,  Book 
Stack  Service,  sailed  on  the  liner  United 
States,  for  a  seven-vreeks  visit  to  England 
and  Ireland, 


Miss  Marie  R.  Kennedy,  Children's  Li- 
brarian, Mt.  Bov7doin  Branch  Library,  and 
Miss  Corothy  Becker,  Children's  Librarian, 
Connolly  Branch  Library,  left  by  train  on 
August  9,  for  a  visit  to  Mexico c  They 
will  be  joined  by  Miss  Jeannette  Pepin, 
Tyler  Street  Reading  Room  and  her  sister 
who  left  later  by  air. 


On  August  20,  iliss  Barbara  Gils  on,  His- 
tory Department,  leaves  for  an  eight-weak 
tour  of  Europe,  vrith  emphasis  on  England 
and  Scotland,  Miss  Gilson  and  Mrs  Eliza- 
beth Lo  Wright,  Supervisor  of  Personnel, 
nho  is  in  England  now,  plan  to  meet  for  a 
two-<iay  trip  to  Salisbury, 

W.  WLCOl'E  BACK 

}S±3S  Mary  M,  McDonough,  Chief,  Book  Prep' 
aration  Department,  received  an  enthusias- 
tic welcome  when  she  returned  to  her  desk 
on  Lionday,  July  11,  after  an  absence  of 
eleven  weeks,  due  to  illness, 

THE  LIBFj^RY  in  PRINT 
The  Jubilee  Issue  of  the  Jewish  Advocate 


and  their  contributions  to  the  "city  of 
culture"  during  the  last  fifty  years. 

The  Jewish  Advocate,  July  2k,  carried  an 
article  by  Miss  Fanny  Goldstein,  entitled 
Judaism  is  a  one-way  street. 


The  Boston  Sunday  Globe,  August  10,  car- 
ried a  full-page  pictorial  feature.  Exper- 
iment in  bookbuilding,  by-lined  by  J/Iiss 
Elizabeth  B.  Boudreau, 


The  current  issue  of  the  M.L«A,  Bulletin 
which  features  the  American  Heritage  pro- 
gram, carries  an  article  by  ?frs  Muriel  C, 
Javelin,  Deputy  Supervisor  in  Charge  of 
Work  with  Adults,  in  which  she  outlines 
this  undertaking  in  a  large  public  library. 


The  Pilot,  August  9,  carried  an  article 
by  William  J,  Gurney,  Assistant  in  Film 
Section,  Audio-Visual  Center,  entitled 
Sunset  Paint  -  the  lemon  that  became  a 


June  26,  1952,  carried  an  article  by  I'x 
Lee  M,  Friedman,  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Boston  Public  Library, 
Entitled  The  Origin  of  'Telfare  Federations 


life  saver: 


STAFF  PERSONALITIES  NOTED  IN  THE  PRESS 

In  the  Saturday  Review,  August  9,  is  an 
article  on  Festival  of  the  seven  arts,  held 
recently  at  the  Lake  Tarelton  Club  in  the 
White  Mountains,    'ilr  Arthur  W,  Heintzelmn, 
Keeper  of  Prints,  was  mentioned  in  connec- 
tion with  an  exhibition  of  Toulouse-Lautrec 
which  had  been  insured  for  $80,000  for  the 
trip,    Mr  ^eintzelman  vas  referred  to  as 
"chairman  of  the  Boston  Public  Library", 
thus  posing  a  new  problem  in  the  interpre-  • 
tation  of  our  Organization  Chart, 


and  Community  Drives  and  Their  Background, 
this  article  presented  the  historic  devel-"" 
opment  of  welfare  federations  and  comrauni-tj 
drives  in  Boston, 


An  article  by  Miss  Fanny  Goldstein, 
Branch  Librarian,  West  End  Branch  Library^ 
entitled  Boston  Jews:  Their  Literary  Con- 
tributions Adding  Lustre  to  the  City  of 
Cultures  also  appeared  in  the  Jubilee  Is- 
sue of  The  JeTTLsh  Advocate,    This  article 
if^5  an  exhaustive  study  of  Jewish  writers 


The  Jewish  Advocate,  Jubilee  Issue  of 
June  26,  carried  an  article  on  Mr  Lee 
Friedman's  private  library,  entitled, 
Boston  boasts  of  America's  finest  collec- 


tion  of  Judaica  gathered  in  fifty  years. 


On  Thursday,  August  7,  the  Boston  Travel- 
ler named  Fanny  Goldstein  as  "Woman  of  the 
Week".    An  article  written  at  this  time  by 
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Barbara  Tibbetts,  cited  the  fact  that  Miss 
Goldstein  is  now  observing  the  30th  Anni- 
versary of  her  tenure  of  service  as  Branch 
Librarian  at  the  V/est  End  Branch  Library, 
and  gave  some  of  the  high  spots  of  her 
career  during  these  years.    One  of  the  re- 
sults of  the  article  was  a  letter  from  an 
unknown  inember  of  the  public,  asking  Miss 
Goldstein  to  trace  a  Jewish  passage  and 
signed,  "Best  wishes  in  your  work  with 
minority  groups,  —  A  Negro  Brother." 

Mr  John  J,  Connolly,  Assistant  to  the 
Director  and  Chief  Executive  Officer, 
pictorially  shares  the  spotlight  with 
Steve  Allen,  master  of  ceremonies  of  Songs 
for  sale  in  a  feature  article  in  the  June 
29  issue  of  the  Boston  Sunday  Globe. 

The  Holyoke  Transcript-Telegram,  July  lU, 
carried  a  re-write  of  an  article  from  a 
recent  Sunday  Boston  Post  which  featured 
the  work  of  the  Cataloging  and  Classifica- 
tion Department,  Division  of  Reference  and 
Research  Services,  Ydth  emphasis  on  the 
leadership  of  lllss  }4ildred  C,  O'Connor, 
Chief  of  the  Department,  who  was  a  former 
Holyoke  resident. 

"Illustrations  through  the  courtesy  of 
the  Boston  Public  Library"  was  the  note 
vriiich  gave  credit  to  the  Library  for  its 
part  in  the  Cartwheels  on  Parade  exhibit 
at  the  Esaex  Street  Branch  of  the  National 
Shawmut  Bank.    The  exhibit  which  traced 
the  life  story  of  the  silver  dollar 
aroused  considerable  interest. 

ALUIPIAE  NOTES 

The  editor  recently  received  a  letter 
from  }Srs  Edna  Coffin  Langille  who  ex-  ,  ... 
pressed  her  appreciation  for  copies  of"' 
The  Question  ?fe.rk  vrhich  had  come  her  way. 
?frs  Langille  ig  a  former  B.P.L.  staff  mem- 
ber. She  reports  that  she  and  her  husband 
have  returned  from  their  three-year  stay 
in  Florida  v/here  Ixrs  Langille  was  doing 
library  work.    They  are  now  living  in 
their  island  home  at  Oak  Bluffs,  Jfertha's 
Vineyard.    Even  here,  ?.irs  Langille  cannot 


forget  she  is  a  "liberry-teacher" ;  all 
last  winter  she  told  stories  in  a  number 
of  the  Island  libraries.    We  may  be  par- 
doned if  we  quote  just  two  sentences  from 
Mrs  Langille '3  letter,  "...I  believe  that 
library  folk  are  in  general  the  very  nicest 
people.    Perhaps  because  people  are  gener- 
ally fine  folk  who  like  people  and  books." 

Mr  Leo  Hines,  former  staff  member  of  the 
Open  Shelf  Department,  is  now  serving  as 
one  of  the  editors  and  a  feature  writer 
for  Boston  Business,  the  official  publica- 
tion of  the  Greater  Boston  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. 

IN  ?.EMORIAM 

FREDERIC  SEREX 

After  a  short  illness,  Mr  Frederic  Serex 
passed  away  on  J\ine  22,  1952.    Mr  Serex  was 
First  Assistant  of  the  Newspaper  Room  when 
it  was  part  of  a  department  comprising  the 
Center  Desk,  Bates  Hall,  and  the  Patent 
Room.    He  had  been  enjoying  life  at  his 
Jamaica  Plain  home  ever  since  his  retire- 
ment in  1937 o    A  quiet,  dignified  gentle- 
man, Mr  Serex  will  be  missed  by  all  -who 
knew  him,  or  had  occasion  to  read  or  bor- 
row papers  vfhen  he  was  in  charge. 

K.C .B. 

MATTHEi^f  MUCKENSTURM 

It  was  a  shock  to  many  friends  of  Matthew 
i4ickensturm  to  learn  of  his  passing  on 
June  26,  19^2.    Mr  T^uckensturm,  who  had 
been  a  cataloger  in  his  early  days,  left 
to  become  the  successful  proprieter  of  one 
of  Boston's  most  famous  French  restaurants. 
Later,  when  he  had  retired  from  business, 
he  was  employed  by  the  YT.P.A.  on  a  catalog- 
ing projects    After  this  terminated  he  ivas 
employed  for  several  years  in  the  Newspaper 
Room,  where  he  put  his  heart  and  soul  into 
his  work  and  was  probably  one  of  the  most 
meticulous  v/orkers  the  Library  has  ever 
had.    To  the  wide  circle  of  his  friends, 
it  mil  be  a  little  sad  to  think  that 
"Matt"  mil  no  longer  drop  in  to  see  theme 
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CHRISTINE  HAYES  RETIRES  | 

On  Tuesday  noon,  August  ^,  1952,  exactly^ 
forty  years  from  the  day  she  entered  the  ^ 
library  service,  Mss  Christine  Hayes,  | 
Chief  of  Book  Selection  for  Reference  and  ' 
Research  Services,  closed  her  desk  and  I 
left  for  her  home  in  Naticko    To  all  out- 
ward appearances  this  was  similar  to  many 
otiier  times  when  Miss  Hayes  has  gone  on 
vacations    The  good  wishes  of  her  many 
friends  and  an  air  of  anticipation  of  good 
things  to  come  prevailede    This  time,  how- 
ever, there  was  a  difference.    VJhen  her 
vacation  is  over,  I'.aiss  Hayes  will  not  be 
coming  back  to  Book  Selection.    She  will 
be  retired.    There  was  a  time,  not  so  many 
years  ago,  when  retirement  meant  ill 
health,  decrepitude,  old  age,  inactivityo 
Happily  that  is  no  longer  the  casee  These 
words  have  not  even  a  remote  connection 
with  Lliss  Hayes.    She  is  one  of  those  wise 
people  who  retires  v/hile  there  are  still 
years  of  joyous  activity  ahead. 

Those  who  knev/  ?.liss  Hayes  only  slightly, 
if  such  unfortunate  person  there  be,  might 
think  of  her  as  a  rather  dignified,  per- 
haps even  austere.  New  England  lady,  de- 
voted exclusively  to  the  erudite  processes 
of  selecting  books  for  the  reference  divi- 
sion of  one  of  the  v^orld's  great  libraries, 
Those  who  knew  Miss  Hayes  intimately,  and 
worked  with  her  closely  over  the  years, 
knew  her  as  a  person  of  great  personal 
charm,  v/ith  a  keen  wit  and  an  unfailing 
sense  of  humor.    Her  devotion  to  her  vrork, 
her  loyalty  to  the  Library,  and  her  keen 
interest  in  her  fello\T  v^orkers  made  her  a 
person  v/ith  whom  it  v;'as  an  inspiration  and 
a  pleasure  to  be  associated. 

Always  interested  in  events  of  v;orld  and 
national  scope.  Miss  Hayes  also  is  a  music 
enthusiast  and  an  ardent  advocate  of  the 
theater,  v/hich  at  one  time  almost  won  her 
avray  from  the  library  profession.    She  is 
also  actively  interested  in  the  affairs  of 
her  aim  mater,  Radcliffe  College,,  She 
will  not  be  a  "sit-by-the-f ire"  B.P.L. 
alumna. 

Donna  Ford,  in  her  article  on  Miss  Hayes 
in  "Other  Women's  Lives"  in  The  Boston 
Herald  some  years  ago,  said,  in  part: 
"'"ith  aboudant  grey  hair,  cut  short  and 
becomingly  banged,  eyes  that  sparkle  v/ith 
fun  as  she  talks,  and  a  very  evident  keen 
enjoyment  of  life,  she  is  a  splendid  rec- 
ommendation for  the  pleasure  that  can  be 
had  from  such  a  position  as  hers,  which 
she  has  held  for  many  years."    Those  v/orSs 


are  just  as  true  today  as  v/hen  written  in 
19U1. 

Miss  Hayes  will  be  missed  on  many  scores 
professionally  but  v/e  cannot  fail  to  note 
her  many  fine  contributions  to  The  Question 
Jferke    So  marked  has  been  the  interest  on 
the  part  of  the  staff  in  her  articles  that 
it  is  hoped  that  she  will  continue  to  pro- 
vide our  periodical  wil  many  more  features 
from  the  alumnae  point  of  view. 

Miss  Playes '  library  associates,  not  alone 
in  the  Book  Selection  Departffient:?^  but 
throughout  the  entire  system,  will  miss 
her;  of  that,  there  is  no  doubt.  Their 
wish  for  her  is  continued  good  health  and 
many  years  of  pleasure  in  doing  those 
things  which  business  routine  makes  im- 
practical, if  not  impossible, 

E.G.Po 

CIVIL  DEFENSE 

The  ^Massachusetts  Civil  Defense  Agency 
recently  sponsored  the  following  two 
schools  i 

Unexploded  Ordnance  Disposal  Control 
School,  Boston  Latin  School,  July  21, 
IOjOO  aom.  -  3:00  p.m. 
Administrative  School,  G?irdner  Audi- 
torium, State  House,  July  29,  10:00  a.it\. 
His  Honor  The  i%yor  requested  that  all 
city  departments  send  representatives  to 
these  two  sessions.    Mr  John  Wc  Tuley, 
Coordinator,  v/as  designated  by  the  Library 
to  be  its  representative, 

LOOKING  AHEAD! 

A.L,k,  —  1953  Convention 

Los  Angeles,  California 

JOIN  A.L.A.  NOW  km  BE  READY  IN  1953 

Applications  available  in 
Office  of  Records,  Files,  Statistics 


CATHOLIC  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  CONFERENCE 

The  Twenty-sixth  Annual  Conference  -was 
held  in  New  York  City,  J\ine  2U-28,  1952. 
There  were  about  eight  hundred  members 
present,  from  Louisiana  to  Minnesota  and 
from  Los  Angeles  to  Portland,  l>^aine. 

The  theme  of  the  Conference,  American 
Catholic  Letters  at  the  ?Jid-Century,  was 
discussed  at  the  first  general  session  by 
President  John  M,  O'Loughlin,  Librarian  of 
Boston  College,  Rev,  Joseph  B,  Code,  Man- 
hattan College,  New  York,  and  Rev,  Francis 
B.  Thornton,  Book  editor  of  the  Catholic 
Digest, 

At  the  annual  luncheon,  the  main  speaker 
was  Dr  James  A.  O'Neill,  Brooklyn  College, 
author  of  Catholicism  and  American  Freedom, 
Dr  O'Neill  spoke  of  the  various  aspects  of 
censorship  and  cautioned  the  audience  about 
confusing  Censorship  with  Suppression, 

Rev.  Harold  C,  Gardiner,  S,J,,  the  well- 
known  literary  critic,  analysed  the  work 
of  a  Critic  and  the  danger  of  influencing 
the  reader.    The  Critic,  he  said,  tells 
about  the  book,  and  in  no  way  suggests 
whether  the  reader  should  or  should  not 
read  it.    His  functions  are,  first,  to  ex- 
amine the  purpose  of  the  authorj  second, 
to  decide  if  the  purpose  is  worth  writing 
about >  and  third,  hovf  well  has  the  author 
recorded  it.    He  warned  librarians  against 
ursurping  the  prerogative  of  the  reader  in 
trying  to  make  up  his  mind  for  him. 

Other  sections  as  elementary  school  li- 
braries, which  was  held  at  the  Nathan 
Straus  Branch  of  the  New  York  Public  Li- 
brary, the  visual  aids  program,  and  the 
discussion  of  the  Catholic  Periodical  Index 
Ttere  equally  interesting  and  informative. 

The  spirit  of  the  Conference  was  one  of 
friendliness  and  cooperation.    The  only  ui>- 
pleasant  feature  v/as  the  weather,  but  we 
from  Boston  were  prepared  for  that,  rather 
than  the  members  from  New  Orleans,  who 
carried  heavy  clothing  coming  so  far  North. 

Anna  L,  J/Ianning 

A.L.A.  PREGQI^SP-ENCE 
AND  CONFERENCE  N0-TE5 
(continued  from  July  issue) 

Analysis  of  Library  Materials 

The  School  of  Library  Service  at  Columbia 
University  and  the  Division  of  Cataloging 


and  Classification  of  the  American  Library 
Association  cooperated  to  bring  to  cata- 
logers,  reference  librarians,  bibliograph- 
ers, and  librarians,  an  Institute  on  Sub- 
ject Analysis  of  Library  Ifeterials  at 
Colua±)ia  from  Tuesday,  June  2h  through 
Saturday,  June  28, 

The  program  covered  the  historical  and 
theoretical  background  and  the  application 
of  classification  and  subject  headings  to 
library  materials.    A  lively  question  and 
discussion  period  at  the  end  of  each  ses- 
sion challenged  the  speakers  to  defend 
their  pet  theories.    The  only  air- 
conditioned  room  on  the  campus  was  the 
comfortable  meeting  place  that  made  the  one 
hundred  and  six  registrants  forget  the 
ninety-seven  degree  ten^erature  outside, 

Mr  Leo  H,  La  Montagne,  Deputy  Chief, 
Subject  Cataloging  Division,  Library  of 
Congress,  prepared  a  scholarly  paper  giving 
unusual  sidelights  on  the  history  of  Amer- 
ican library  classification.    Thomas  Jef- 
ferson introduced  the  Baconian  classifica- 
tion into  the  United  States  in  1770,  Ben- 
jamin Peirce  incorporated  the  Brunet 
classification  in  the  classified  section 
of  the  Harvard  College  Library  catalog  in 
1830.    From  then  on  it  was  Bacon  versus 
Brunet  for  the  dominance  of  the  field. 
When  Edward  Wo  Johnston  evicted  Brunet  and 
installed  Bacon  in  the  St  Louis  Mercantile 
Library  in  18^8  he  molded  the  future  of 
American  library  classification.    It  was 
from  Johnston  and  not  from  Bacon  that 
William  Torrey  Harris  derived  his  system, 
Dewey  followed  Harris  and  the  Universal 
Decimal  Classification,  begun  in  Brussels 
in  1895 >  carried  the  system  back  to  Europe* 

Hr  LaMontagne  said  that  notwithstanding 
the  present  trend  tovjards  simplification 
in  procedures  libraries  are  guilty  of 
"abulia,  or  institutional  vacillation,  in 
the  field  of  classification.  Libraries 
want  mansions  and  Cadillacs  when  it  comes 
to  classif icationo" 

Jesse  H,  Shera,  Associata  Professor, 
University  of  Chicago,  believed  tradition- 
al library  classification  has  failed  be- 
cause of  its  limitations  -  linearity,  in- 
consistency of  organization,  inherent  in- 
completeness, and  complexity.    He  proposed 
that  future  bibliographic  classification 
should  record  information  in  terras  of  units 
of  thought,  substituting  ideas  for  words. 
I'lr  Shera  thought  the  stack  arrangement  of 
large  research  collections  might  do  well 
.  to  f  ollovr  the  pattern  now  in  use  at  the 
John  Crerar   Library  where  the  volumes  are 
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shelved  in  chronological  sequence  as  they  i 
are  acquired. 

David  J.  Haykin,  Chief,  Subject  Catalog- 
ing Division,  Library  of  Congress,  said 
that  there  is  little,  if  any,  objective 
evidence  as  to  how  readers  use  the  catalog 
and  to  what  extent  education,  social  group, 
age,  and  other  factors  affect  the  approach 
to  the  subject  catalog.    Consistency  in 
the  structure  of  subject  headings  is  not 
possible  since  the  subject  headings  chosen 
depend  on  readers '  usage  as  it  is  reflect- 
ed in  current  periodical  literature  on  the 
subjects 

^irgaret  Egan,  Assistant  Professor, 
University  of  Chicago,  discussed  subject 
headings  in  specialized  fields,  the  needs, 
problems,  and  relationships  to  general 
subject  headings.    Because  books  and  li- 
braries were  for  so  mny  centuries  the 
tools  of  scholars  only,  our  traditional 
library  philosophy  and  practice  have  been 
most  heavily  Influenced  by  the  habits  and 
needs  of  scholars.    Library  patterns  of 
thinking  still  show  traces  of  the  earlier 
philosophic  influences  which  are  inconpat- 
ible  with  modern  needs.    One  library  in 
six  finds  the  available  general  subject 
heading  lists  are  unsatisfactory,  llany 
subject  heading  lists  give  not  subject 
analysis  but  situation  analysis.  Both 
types  of  analysis  should  be  carried  out 
adequately  and  correlated. 

The  discussion       special  approaches  to 
subject  analysis  included  classified  cata- 
logs, bibliographies,  and  centralized 
analysis, 

Kanardy  L,  Taylor,  formerly  at  John 
Crerar  Library  ^d  now  at  the  Armed  Forces 
Medical  Library-,  extolled  the  merits  of 
the  classified  catalog  for  the  scientific, 
research,  or  special  type  library.  Most 
'f  us  were  surprised  to  hear  from  Herman 
■  'i>:le.  Librarian  of  John  Crerar,  that 
L'-wt  library's  classified  catalog  has 
failed  to  accomplish  its  supposed  advan-  [ 
tages  of  cl(7Se  classification  and  keeping  ! 
abreast  of  new  subjects.    At  an  extra  j 
evening  session  called  by  Mr  Henkle  in 
order  to  solicit  advice,  we  learned  that 
the  John  Crerar  Library  has  received  a 
grant  of  $150,000  to  study  and  do  over  the 
catalog.    There  is  a  possibility  that  a 
classification,  other  than  the  Dewey 
classification  now  used,  e.g,  the  Library 
of  Congress  classification,  may  be  used 
in  certain  sections  of  the  catalog, 

Wesley  Simonton,  Chief  Catalog  Librarian 
University  of  i^Iinnesota,  said  it  is  time 


to  re-orient  our  thinking  in  terras  of  sub- 
ject catalogs  and  bibliographies  instead 
of  subject  catalogs  versus  bibliographies. 
He  advocated  discarding  the  comprehensive 
subject  catalog,  replacing  it  with  a  selec- 
tive catalog  of  best  books  on  a  subject, 
preferably  annotated  from  bibliographies. 
During  the  discussion  period  llbc  Simonton 
admitted  this  plan  was  purely  theoretical 
and  was  not  followed  by  Minnesota  or  any 
other  known  library, 

Verner  W,  Clapp,  Chief  Assistant  Librar- 
ian, Library  of  Congress,  concluded  that 
the  Library  of  Congress  cooperative  cata- 
loging arrangements  indicate  the  possibil- 
ities of  cooperative  subject  work  in  other 
areas,  such  as  journal  indexing  and  ab- 
stracting,   In$)roved  standards  in  subject 
heading  terminology,  definition,  and  appli- 
cation are  needed, 

A  summary  and  evaluation  of  studies  in 
the  use  of  subject  catalogs  was  mde  by 
Carlyle  J,  Frarey,  Associate  in  Library 
Service,  Columbia  University,    Of  the 
twenty-seven  studies  of  catalog  use  made 
since  1930,  Jlr  Frarey  found  that  fifteen 
studies  were  concerned  vrith  subject  cata- 
log use,    Mr  Frarey  concluded  that  library 
catalogs  are  used  by  from  fifty  to  sixty 
percent  of  all  library  users,  but  at  any 
one  time  only  about  one-fifth  of  a  li-  •■■ 
brary's  patrons  vrill  use  the  catalog.  The 
non-specialist  ordinarily  will  make  more 
use  of  the  subject  catalog  than  will  the 
specialist.    Subject  catalogs  are  relativ- 
ly  effective,  providing  satisfaction  to 
their  users  about  seventy  percent  of  the 
time.    There  is  need  for  more  and  better 
instruction  in  catalog  use  among  all 
classes  of  patrons, 

Jean  K,  Taylor,  Chief  Reference  Librar- 
ian, The  Queens  Borough  Public  Library, 
and  Ruth  Erlandson,  Reference  Librarian, 
Brooklyn  College,  discussed  subject  analy- 
sis from  their  point  of  view.    Miss  Taylor 
regretted  the  economies  practised  by  the 
Catalog  Department  of  her  library,  forcing 
her  to  supplement  the  catalog  by  indexes 
made  by  her  staff.    Miss  Erlandson  de«» 
scribed  in  detail  the  slides  she  uses  to 
teach  entering  students  the  use  of  the 
catalog. 

Professor  Allen  T,  Hazen  of  Columbia 
reported  that  as  a  research  user  of  li- 
brary catalogs  he  finds  them  entirely  sat- 
isfactory, Catalogers  must  follow  logical 
divisions  of  knowledge.  The  research  user 
cuts  across  intellectual  divisions  illogi- 
cally,  the  catalog  supplying  him  with  just 


; 
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the  information  he  wants o 

The  mechanization  of  subject  analysis 
^Tas  discussed  by  Professor  Jo  W,  Perry  of 
iJTT*    He  warned  against  using  punched 
card.=!  unless  there  was  a  proven  needo  His 
ai^ice,  if  punched  cards  must  te  used,  vfas 
to  'krep  it  simple c    All  that  should  be 
requiied  is  a  fairly  ro-.;§,h  separation  of 
items  for  marginal  interest #    A  great  deal 
of  time  is  required  to  interpret  the  re- 
sults of  a  complicated  patterno." 

Dorothy  Charles  and  Sarita  P.obinson, 
senior  editors  of  the  H  W,  Vfilson  Company 
and  the  concluding  speal:ers  of  the  Insti- 
tute, discussed  the  problems  m  the  pro- 
duction of  subject  indexes*    An  indexer, 
working  with  the  same  group  of  periodicals 
reads  or  scans  all  material.    The  subject 
headings  are  indicated  in  the  magazine 
itself  by  underlining  or  writing  in  the 
appropriate  word.    The  typist  copies  the 
entry  for  the  index  directly  from  the  mag- 
azine •    When  an  indexer  works  with  new 
subjects  on  which  no  books  have  been 
written  the  subject  heading  assigned  is  a 
tentative  one  until  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress has  formulated  an  appropriate  head- 
ing. 

The  audience  was  thoroughly  satisfied 
with  the  program  of  the  Institute,  It 
welcomed  a  review  of  the  theoretical  foun- 
dations of  the  field  as  a  stepping  stone 
to  a  consideration  of  methods  of  improved 
subject  analysis  of  library  materials. 
The  general  chairman,  liaurice  F,  Tauber, 
Professor  of  Library  Service,  Columbia 
University,  announced  that  in  response  to 
numerous  requests  a  complete  report  of  the 
Institute  will  be  published  in  the  fall, 

M.O»C. 


Art  and  Reference  Round  Table 

The  meetings  of  this  section  took  the 
form  of  visits  to  art  libraries  and  pic- 
ture collections.  There  are  so  many  art 
libraries  in  Mew  York  that  it  v/as  impossi- 
ble to  ■'/is it  all  of  them,  but  the  group 
chosen  varied  from  public  to  museum  and 
college  li..raries.  The  Art  Division,  the 
Prints  Division,  the  Spencer  Collection 
and  the  Picture  Collection  of  the  New  York 
Public  Library  were  shovm  to  us  as  well  as 
the  Art  Department  of  the  Public  Library 
of  Newark,  In  the  l.ietropolitan  Museum  vre 
saw  the  Art  Library,  the  Costume  Institute, 


and  the  collections  of  slides,  color  prints 
and  photographs.    The  Avery  Architectural 
Library  and  the  Art  Library  at  Columbia 
University,  the  libraries  at  Cooper  Union, 
and  the  Friok  Art  Reference  Library  com- 
pletea  the  group  of  libraries  "that  were 
■^rlsibad.    To  see  the  collections  of  these 
librai-ies  and  the  techniques  employed,, 
particularly  for  pictures  and  slides,  was 
very  worthv/hile  and  the  welcome  v/hich  we 
received  everywhere  made  our  visits  very 
pleasant. 

F,C, 


Library  Service  to  Labor  Groups 

At  the  first  of  tviro  meetings  sponsored 
by  the  Joint  Committee  on  Library  Service 
to  Labor  Groups,  Laivrence  Rogin,  Director 
of  the  Education  and  Publicity  Department, 
TWUA-CIO,  discussed  workers '  education  in 
general  and  library  service  to  labor  from 
the  point  of  view  of  an  educational  direc- 
tor,   ¥ir  Rogin  regretted  that  most  workers 
do  not  read,  but  even  have  an  animosity  to 
books  and  to  classes.    In  an  attempt  to 
reach  new  readers,  the  UA¥  Union  establish- 
ed   a  book  and  pamphlet  club,  but  there 
were  not  more  than  twenty  members.  In 
discussing  how  librarians  could  attract 
the  large  number  in  the  community  ta^o  do 
not  novT  read  books,  Mr  Rogin  believed  that 
films  are  a  good  means  of  reaching  this 
class.    He  commented  that  the  public   i'  . 
schools  are  not  willing  to  handle  pro- 
labor  films,  but  that  libraries  have  been 
very  cooperative.    ?.3r  Rogin  mentioned  that 
Boston's  service  to  trade  unions  is  excel- 
lent, but  that  there  is  need  for  extension 
to  New  Bedford,  Biddeford,  and  so  forth, 
where  the  largest  number  of  CIO  textile 
workers  are  located. 

The  second  meeting,  planned  to  present 
the  practical  aspects  of  library  service 
to  trade  unions,  was  a  symposium  by  six 
librarians  actively  engaged  in  that  v/ork. 
The  speakers  described  the  basic  service 
and  the  various  phases  in  vfhich  their  re- 
spective libraries  specialize »  According- 
ly, Mrs  Dorothy  K,  Oko,  New  York  Public 
Library,  told  how  to  begin  a  union  service, 
how  to  make  a  survey,  how  to  explore  the 
labor  movement,  how  to  contact  unions,  and 
how  to  meet  specific  needs  of  the  "locals"© 

Miiss  Bernice  Bollenbacher,  Social  Science 
Department,  Cleveland  Public  Library^  de- 


1 


i 


-9- 


scribed  the  labor  section,  stations  in 
factories,  and  occasional  displays  at 
union  meetings.    The  Group  Service  of  the 
Akron  Public  Library  was  described  by 
Robert  I,  Hirst  as  a  guide  to  the  re- 
sources cf  the  whole  library,  including 
films,  for  use  by  trade  unions  and  other 
organizations o 

Encouragement  to  the  novice  librarian 
beginning  a  service  to  unions  was  express- 
ed by  Mrs  Helen  F,  Hirson,  Boston  Public 
Library,    She  ennumerated  eight  advantages 
simultaneously  gained  when  the  librarian 
regularly  attended  union  meetings  with  a 
deposit  of  books.    Libraries  can  also  give 
unioue,  indirect  service  to  labor  by  ex- 
hibits on  the  labor  movement  and  its  day- 
by-oay  activites  for  the  general  public 
who  have  little  access  to  unbiased  infor- 
mation about  unions.    The  voice  of  exper- 
ietce  was  Miss  Ruth  Shapiro's  of  the  Mil- 
waui^ee  Public  Library,  the  first  library 
to  give  special  service  to  unions.  Co- 
operation with  the  Workers  Education  Com- 
mittee of  Milwaukee  and  the  Industrial 
Relations  courses  are  the  highlights  of 
their  service.    Miss  Betty  Day,  Social 
Science  Department,  Newark,  New  Jersey, 
Public  Library  suggested  ways  and  means 
Ox  having  an  inexpensive  service  to  labsr 
by  efficient  use  of  the  resources  and 
staff  of  the  entire  library. 

The  question  period  stressed  the  general 
problem  of  all  libraries  on  how  to  reach 
the  large  majority  of  our  population  who 
do  not  use  the  public  library. 

H.F.H. 


Children's  Library  Association  ' 

Monday,  June  30  was  a  busy  day  for  mem- 
bers of  the  Children's  Library  Association, 
At  10:30  a^m.,  the  membership  assembled  at 
the  %seum  of  Modem  Art  to  see  and  hear: 
a  Festival  of  Theatre  and  Film;  Dick  Whit- 
tington  and  his  Cat,  a  puppet  demonstrai*  i 
tion  by  Marcia  Brown,  author  and  illustra- 
tor j  and  the  Impressionable  Years,  a  film 
for  children  and  their  libraries,  produced 
by  Peter  Elgar  for  the  United  States  State, 
Department. 

From  5^00  to  7^00  Monday  evening, 
June  30,  a  receptiort  Y;as  held  in  honor  of 
authors,  artists,  guests,  and  members. 
Although  the  grand  ballroom  of  the  Waldorf 
Astoria  was  filled  to  capacity,  there  was 


an  excellent  opportunity  to  meet  and  talk 
with  any  one  or  all  of  the  several  hundred 
guests  attending  this  informal  receptiono 
The  high  spot  in  the  entire  week's  pro- 
gram for  this  group  was  the  Newbery- 
Caldecott  dinner,  held  in  the  Grand  Ball- 
room of  the  Waldorf  Astoria.    After  the 
dinner,  Mrs  Eleanor  Estes,  awarded  the  New- 
bery  Award  for  her  book  "Ginger  Pye", 
charmingly  spoke  of  her  childhood  memories 
to  which  she  has  added  a  vivid  imgination 
and  the  spark  of  creative  genius  all  of 
which  lie  behind  the  writing  of  her  books o 
ISr  Mordvinoff ,  who  received  the  Caldecott 
Award  for  his  art  work  in  the  book  "Finders 
Keepers" ,  gave  an  interesting  sketch  of  the 
art  and  principles  involved  in  illustrating 
children's  books.    The  full text  of  both 
speeches  are  printed  in  the  latest  issue 
of  the  Horn  Book  magazine.    The  gayly 
colored  balloons  on  which  were  printed  the 
names  of  the  award  -winning  books the 
strolling  musicians;  Mr  Melcher's  i'eading 
of  the  Kings  Breakfast,  by  A, A.  Milne j  and 
the  introduction  of  each  of  the  former 
av/ard  winners  will  live  long  in  tiie  memory 
of  those  who  attended* 

The  reception  f  ormlly  opening  the  Inter-f 
national  Exhibition  of  Children's  books  , 
and  paintings  arranged  by  the  CLX  Intern- 
national  Committee  and  the  New  Tork  Public 
Library  Central  Children's  Room^  5th  Avenue 
and  k2nd  Street,  was  well  attended  by  li« 
brarians  and  guests.    The  display  was  at- 
tractively arranged  and  everyone  had  the 
opportunity  to  browse  among  the  entire 
collection,  or  to  study  particular  types. 
The  fact  that  the  exhibition  was  held  at 
the  New  York  Public  Library  gave  visitors 
an  opportunity  to  take  a  toui^  through  the 
library  itself. 

On  Wednesday,  July  2,  Gerald  Gross  of 
Harcourt  Brace,  talked  of  Book  Design  and 
Production.    He  ^ms  enjoyed  as  much  as  Vvas 
Philip  M.  Sherlock  of  the  University  Col- 
lege of  British  West  Indies,  Jamaica,  who 
spoke  on  Tuesday,  July  1  ,rin  "Literature  of 
the  West  Indies  and  the  Anancy  Stories". 

Sterling  A,  Callisen  of  the  Metropolitan 
Museum  of  Art  in  New  York  gave  an  illustra- 
ted lecture  entitled  "Book  Design  and  Il- 
lustration, a  Creative  Art"  on  Thursday, 
July  3»    In  this  lecture,  llr  Callisen  sur- 
veyed the  history,  development,  significant 
characteristics,  changes  and  trends  of  the 
art  of  design  over  a  period  of  3000  years. 

The  Business  meeting  of  summaries  and  re- 
ports was  held  on  Friday,  July  ho 

B.P, 
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Sort  Meetings 

SORT  (Staff  Organizations  Round  Table) 
mtntained  a  booth  that  displayed  bulle- 
tins of  library  staff  organizations,  and 
samples  of  surveys  and  studies  made  by 
SOHT»    Also  on  display  was  a  printed 
<itater::ent  of  the  functions  of  the  Cleve- 
land Public  Library  Staff  Associations 
These  functions  v-ere  stated  as  follows: 
l)  works  with  the  administration  and  li- 
brary board  to  improve  working  conditions 
and  salaries;  2)  endeavors  to  act  upon 
staff  suggestions  J  3)  sponsors  the  Staff 
Institute  and  cooperates  in  social  affairs; 
k)  keeps  the  staff  informed  of  staff  ac- 
tivities through  a  publication  "News  & 
Views";  5)  arranges  discounts  on  purchases 
of  books,  magazines  and  merchandise.  Our 
Staff  Association  had  on  display  our  CARE 
scrapbook  of  letters  received  from  CARE 
recipients,  samples  of  the  clever  notices 
on  contributing  to  CARE  that  are  distrib- 
uted to  our  staff,  and  a  bound  copy  of  The 
Question  Mark  for  19^1  >  as  v/ell  as  copies 
of  other  issues  for  distribution. 

At  the  business  meeting  of  SORT,  the 
usual  reading  of  committees  was  made  and 
the  ballots  for  electing  four  new  members 
of  the  Steering  Committee  were  marked  and 
collected.    From  the  reports  of  the  vari- 
ous committees  some  interesting  facts 
could  be  garnered.    In  1951  there  were  86 
active  members  in  SORT  and  during  the  year 
13  staff  associations  joined.    The  19^2 
SORT  project  is  the  compilation  of  sugges- 
tions for  the  preparation  of  personnel 
manuals.    A  leaflet  PERSONNEL  MANUALS; 
SUGGESTIONS  FOR  THEIR  PREPARATION,  compil- 
ed and  published  by  SORT  was  distributedo 
A  copy  of  this  leaflet  is  on  file  with  the 
BaPSA, 

The  remainder  of  the  business  meeting 
vias  given  over  to  prepared  talks  on  the 
progress  of  the  Boston,  the  Cleveland,  and 
the  New  York  Public  Library  Staff  Associa- 
tions.   The  Cleveland  staff  holds  an 
annual  three-day  institute  planned  by 
their  Educational  Committee  and  based  on 
suggestions  of  the  staff.    The  sessions  of 
the  institute  are  held  during  library 
hours  and  are  well  attended;  permission  is 
given  for  attendance  at  two  sessions  on 
library  time.    The  programs  of  the  Cleve- 
land Institute  are  not  always  devoted  ex- 
clusively to  one  general  theme.    The  major 
achievement  of  the  New  York  staff  was  ob- 
taining discounts  on  books  for  library 
personnel.    The  New  York  spokesman  cited 


the  peculiar  difficulties  of  obtaining  the 
book  discount  in  the  New  York  area,    A  de- 
tailed report  of  the  CARE  project  of  our 
own  staff  association  was  given  by  Miss 
Peck. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  meeting,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Springfield,  Jfessachusetts, 
Public  Library  rose  to  ask  the  delegates 
what  was  the  attitude  of  the  staff  organi- 
zations they  represented  toward  membership 
in  labor  unions o    It  was  brought  out  in 
the  discussion  created  by  this  question 
that  some  library  staff  groups  objected  to 
union  membership,  but  not  many  reasons 
were  given  for  their  attitude.    On  the 
other  hand,  some  staff  groups  considered 
union  membership  a  means  of  support  in  de- 
mands for  wage  increases  and  a  method  of 
obtaining  a  place  for  library  personnel 
among  other  city  employees. 

On  July  3,  about  200  people  attended  the 
SORT  program  meeting  at  which  Mr  Robert  M, 
Holmes  spoke  on  "IVhat  the  staff  association 
can  do  to  promote  staff  welfare,"  Mr 
Holmes'  two  main  points  were:    Make  sure 
that  the  need  for  a  certain  program  exists 
before  you  organize  it,  and  then  decide 
what  kind  of  an  organization  is  necessary 
to  fill  this  need.    He  advised  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  knovr  rdiat  your  ad- 
ministration v/ould  permit,  to  determine 
the  need  in  the  community  for  yo\ir  pro- 
jected program,  and  to  determine  the  per- 
sonnel policies  of  your  library.    He  said 
that  staff  associations  could  recommend 
policies  and  procedures  j  could  perform 
such  jobs  in  the  field  of  employee  services 
as  credit  unions;  help  employees  in  some 
personal  problems  if  desired,  and  fill  a 
gap  where  no  personnel  division  exists. 

There  is  in  effect  at  the  Library  of 
Congress  a  nethod  of  organizing  democratic 
management.    This  method  was  described  by 
Mr  Holmes,    Discussion  groups,  numbering 
not  more  than  twenty-five  participants, 
meet  every  other  month  for  a  period  of  two 
hours.    During  the  first  hour  topics  handed 
down  by  the  librarian  are  discussedj  some 
of  these  topics  have  been  created  from 
recommendations  made  to  the  librarian  by 
the  Staff  Advisory  Committee,    The  discus- 
sion groups  do  not  handle  personal  griev- 
ances.   The  discussion  groups  also  publish 
for  the  informtion  of  the  staff  the  topics 
discussed  and  their  disposition.    There  is 
a  Staff  Forum  which  meets  monthly  and 
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attendance  is  voluntary*    A  full  descrip-  | 
tion  of  these  activities  at  the  Library  of 
Congress  is  in  an  article  by  Mr  Holmes  in 
Personnel  Administration,  Vol.  12,  Noo  $p 
?iay  1950 »    (The  library  of  the  Littauer 
School  at  Harvard  University  is  the  only 
library  in  this  area  knovm  to  have  this 
I  periodical.) 

'       In  planning  recreational  programs  in 
staff  organizations,  Mr  Holmes  warned 
against  presiiming  that  people's  recrea- 
tional interest  run  along  the  same  lines 
as  their  vrarko    He  said  it  may  even  be 
necessary  to  have  more  than  one  staff  or- 
ganization, each  devoted  to  a  separate 
program,  such  as  v.'elfare,  culture,  social, 

I     etc    Questions  of  particular  interest  to 
indivisual  libraries  were  askedo    The  time 
allotted  for  the  meeting  ran  out,  and  an 
interesting  program  meeting  came  to  a 
reluctant  close, 

P.M. 

BOOKS  AND  MEN 

Into  a  crowded  room  of  a  rather  mediocre 
nursing  home  I  will  bring  three  books,  a 
few  magazines  and  recent  copies  of  the 
Sunday  New  York  Times.    In  this  room  live 
five  old  men,  and  to  one  of  them  I  will 
give  this  reading  matter.    This  room  is 
crowded,  not  with  men  and  furniture,  but 
with  life  and  death.    The  life  of  four 
will  interfere  with  the  life  o.f  one. 
I    Death  will  come  for  one  and  will  upset  the 
remaining  four, 

My  old  man  waits  for  me  by  his  bed  oppo- 
site the  door.    My  visits  occur  with  some 
regularity;  I  come  to  him  each  week  or 
every  other  week  on  the  same  day  and  at 
I    the  same  hour,    I  am  one  of  his  very  few 
I    visitors.    He  waits  patiently,  for  he  has 
I    suffered  intensely  during  these  last  years 
and  suffering  has  added  patience  to  his 
other  virtues. 

This  man  has  been  in  his  lifetime  a 
teacher  in  private  schools  and  in  colleges, 
Now  he  is  aged,  poor  and  inf irms    Down  the 
years  he  has  attended  operas,  the  theatre, 
concerts  and  lectures.    At  this  stage  of 
his  life  my  old  man  has  in  his  memory  a 
storehouse  of  reflections  upon  the  liter- 
ary and  musical  scene  of  the  past  fifty 
years • 

He  looks  forward  eagerly  to  any  books 
that  I  bring.    In  the  hours  when  he  reads. 


some  measure  of  the  pain  and  lonliness  that 
have  come  upon  him  in  his  later  years  will 
give  place  to  peace,  strength  of  soul  and 
happiness.    Is  not  this  one  of  the  great 
functions  of  books? 

PRESIDENT'S  NOTES 
Report  of  Meeting  with  Trustees 

A  committee  of  three  members  of  the 
nine-member  Executive  Board  of  the  BPLPSA 
met  with  the  Trustees  and  the  Director  on 
June  20,  1952,  to  present  two  resolutions, 
as  directed  by  the  membership  of  the  Asso- 
ciation at  the  meeting  held  I^iy  23,  1952c 

Preceding  the  discussion  of  the  two  res- 
olutions, the  Committee  spokesman  brought 
the  following  to  the  attention  of  the 
Trustees  and  the  Director: 
1»    That  the  Committee  was  instructed  to 
present  two  resolutions  for  consideration 
to  the  Trustees  and  the  Director  and  to 
report  back  to  the  BPLPSA  their  reaction 
and  comment,  and  to  answer  as  objectively 
as  possible  any  questions  put  to  them  per- 
tinent to  the  resolutions o 
2o    That  the  Committee  wished  to  emphasize 
that  this  was  the  first  occasion  on  which 
any  official  action  had  been  taken  by  the 
BPLPSA,  either  through  an  individual  or  by 
committee,  along  the  lines  and  pertinent 
to  the  content  of  the  resolutions  to  be 
presented© 

Resolution  Noo  It    "That  the  Executive 
Board  meet  with  the  Board  of  Trustees  and 
the  Director  to  discuss  the  possibility  of 
seeking  additional  funds  to  reestablish 
Sunday  and  Part-Time  Service," 

Summarization  of  Discussion 

The  Committee  was  given  to  understand 
that  no  action  could  be  taken  in  regard 
to  Siznday  closing  at  the  present  time, 
and,  due  to  additional  cuts  in  the  Li- 
brary Budget,  there  existed  the  possibil- 
ity that  other  economies  might  have  to 
be  put  into  effect.    It  was  also  remind- 
ed that  since  the  time  the  resolutions 
were  drawn  up,  the  Director  had  held  a 
series  of  meetings  presenting  to  the 
staff  background  information  and  provid- 
ing opportunity  for  discussion  of  the 
problem  involved.    The  spokesman  for  the 
Committee  stated  its  belief  that  these 
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meetings  were  of  definite  importance  in 
providing  enli^^htenment  on  controversial 
situations;  and  expressed  the  opinion  of 
the  Committee,  however,  that  it  would  be 
advantageous  from  the  point  of  view  of 
staff  morale  if  such  meetings  could  be 
held  prior  to  announcements  being  made 
in  those  instances  where  such  announce- 
ments directly  affect  the  yrelfare  of  the 
employees. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Trustees 
that  the  natter  of  the  curtailment  of 
Part-Time  Service  was  one  that  should  be 
referred  to  the  Administrative  officials 
of  the  Library,  as  it  was  primarily  a 
matter  of  allocation  of  available  funds 
to  the  various  units  within  the  Library 
System.    The  spokesman  for  the  Committee 
gave  specific  and  general  illustrations 
of  the  result  of  such  curtailment  both 
as  it  affects  the  working  staff  and  ser- 
vice to  the  public. 

Resolution  Noc  2:    "That  the  Executive 
Board  meet  with  the  Board  of  Trustees  and 
the  Director  and  recommend  that  inequities 
in  the  pay  of  Full-Time  Sub-Professionals 
be  eliminated." 


Summarization  of  Discussion 

The  Committee  was  informed  that  the 
^300  in  question  was  given  only  to  thosi 
in  the  service  of  the  Library  as  of 
July  1,  19U9,  as  authorized  by  the  City 
of  Boston.    No  further  allocation  of 
money  was  made  for  those  wno  might 
enter  after  that  date.    Those  entering 
the  service  of  the  Library  after  that 
date  entered  the  service  knowing  what 
their  remaineration  via.s  to  be  and  accept- 
ing that  rate.    It  was  pointed  out  that 
according  to  a  survey  made  by  the  Super- 
visor of  Personnel  of  similar  work  in 
this  area,  the  rate  of  pay  at  the  Li- 
brary is  higher  than  the  standard. 

The  Committee  spokesman  said  that  it 
would  seem  to  be  a  question  primarily 
of  two  persons  doing  the  same  work  and 
receiving  different  rates  of  payj  that 
such  a  situation  inevitably  reflects  in 
staff  morale,  regardless  of  technical 
or  other  aspects  involved.    The  Direc- 
tor said  that  at  the  time    ..  the  new 
city  pay  classification  is  put  into 
effect  the  entire  question  would  be  re- 
studied  and  that  there  is  a  possibility 
that  some  adjustment  might  be  made  at 
that  time. 


Recommendations  of  the  Committee 

It  is  recommended  by  the  Committee  that 
a  definite  policy  b©  followed  in  the  pre- 
sentation of  resolutions  or  recommendations 
to  the  Trustees  and  the  Director. 

lo    That  in  each  case  the  matter  under  con- 
sideration be  subject  to  an  objective  study 
by  the  nine  member  Executive  Board  and  that 
a  factual  presentation  of  all  aspects  of 
the  subject  be  prepared  and  submitted  to 
each  individual  Trustee  and  to  the  Director 
three  days  before  an  arranged  meeting. 
2.    That  the  Secretary  of  the  BPLPSA  com- 
municate with  the  Administrative  officials 
of  the  Library  and  request  that  whenever 
an  announcement  is  issued  which  affects 
directly  the  employment,  working  status, 
or  remuneration  of  the  staff,  that  one 
copy  of  the  announcement  be  sent  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  BPi^PSA  to  be  kept  on  file 
so  that  accurate  reference  to  official 
communications  will  at  all  times  be  avail- 
able. 

Mary  F.  Daly 
Paul  Vo  Moynihan 
Edith  So  Trocki 


Nominating  Committee  Appointed 

Harry  Andrews,  Branch  Issue  Department 
Ruth  A,  Foley,  Book  Stack  Service 
Mary  A,  Hackett,  Parker  Hill  Branch  Library 
liay  C«  McDonald,  School  Issue  Department 
Florence  G.  Connolly,  Chairman,  Fine  Arts 
Department 

E.E.McD. 

EGLESTON  SQUARE  CONTRACT  AWARDED 

The  Trustees  have  awarded  a  contract  to 
the  Edv/ard  R.  Marden  Company,  233  Harvard 
Street,  Brooklinc,  Massachusetts,  for  the 
erection  of  a  branch  library  building  for 
the  Egleston  Square  area  iwhich  has  been  de- 
signed by  the  firm  of  Richmond  &  Goldberg, 
16  Arlington  Street,  Boston,  Jfessachusetts » 
The  building  will  be  erected  at  20I4I4.  Column- 
bus  Avenue,  Roxbury.    Construction  will  get 
underway  early  in  September,  and  it  should 
be  ready  for  occupancy  in  the  latter  part 
of  this  year  or  early  in  19^3 o 
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^TOV  FAR  THAT  LITTLE  CANDLE 
THROWS  ITS  BEAMS.. 

Orders  for  the  booklist  Good  Reading 
Ahead J,  prepared  by  the  Workshop  on  Re- 
viewing and  Selection  of  Books  for  Young 
Adults,  sponsored  by  the  Association  in 
19^1  J  are  coming  in  in  gratifying  numbers 
from  ii6  states  (Dela-ware  and  North  Dakota 
not  heard  from  yet]),  and  even  from  Canada, 
England,  and  Hawaii.    It  may  be  on  inter- 
est to  many  to  know  to  just  what  parts  of 
the  world  this  excellent  emissary  of  the 
BPL  has  gone;  so,  here's  a  list: 

Alabama  -  Gadsden,  Ozark,  Troy,  University 
Arizona  -  Flagstaff,  Phoenix,  Yuma 
Arkansas  -  Fordyce,  Little  Rock 
California  -  Alhambra,  Antioch,  Berkeley, 
Beverly  Hill,  Brea,  Chico,  Compton, 
Fresno,  Glendale,  Long  Beach,  Los 
Angeles,  ^rtinez,  I'/Iarysville,  Modesto, 
Palo  Alto,  Pasadena,  Piedmont,  Redwood 
City,  Rosemead,  Sacramento,  Santa  Monica, 
Santa  Rosa,  Sonora,  South  Pasadena, 
Stockton,  Sunnyvale,  Ventura,  Willows 
Colorado  -  Boulder,  Colorado  Springs, 
Denver,  Greeley,  Lakev^ood,  Longmont, 
Loveland 

Connecticut  -  Bridgeport,  Bridgewater, 
Danbury,  Falls  Village,  Hamden,  Hart- 
ford, Kent,  Lyme,  Meriden,  ^^iddletown, 
New  Britain,  New  Hartford,  Nev/  Haven, 
New  London,  Norwich,  Plainville,  South 
Kent,  South  Norwalk,  South  Windsor, 
Terryville,  Unionville,  Woodbury 

District  of  Columbia  -  Washington 

Florida  -  Gainesville 

Georgia  -  Albany,  Emory  University,  Savan- 
nah 

Idaho  -  liackay,  Pocatello 

Illinois  -  Carbondale,  Chicago,  East  Alton 
Evans ton,  Glencoe,  Hillsboro,  Jackson- 
ville, Kewanee,  S^iaywood,  Nashville,  Oak 
Park,  Quincy,  Springfield,  Winnetka 

Indiana  -  Bloomington,  Crawf ordsville. 
Crown  Point,  Darlington,  Decatur,  East 
Chicago,  Evansville,  Fort  Wayne  and 
Allen  Coujity,  Hammond,  Indianapolis, 
Jeffersonville,  J-larion,  lluncie.  South 
Bend 

Iowa  -  Bloomfield,  Cedar  Falls,  Clinton, 
Davenport,  Des  Moines,  Fort  Dodge,  Grand 
Rapids,  Iowa  City,  Lenox,  J&rshalltown, 
South  Amana,  Wall  Lake,  West  Des  Moines 

Kansas  -  El  Dorado,  La-vrrence 

Kentucky  -  Fort  Thomas,  Lexington,  Louis- 
ville, Morehead 

Louisiana  -  Columbia,  Lafayette,  Morgan 


City,  New  Orleans,  Rayville 

Maine  -  Fort  Fairfield,  Lincoln,  Rumford 

Jiaryland  -  Baltimore,  Bel  Air,  Elkton, 
Hyattsville 

Massachusetts  -  Allston,  Andover,  Attle- 
boro,  Boston,  Braintree,  Bridgewater, 
Brockton,  Brookline,  Cohasset,  Conway, 
Dorchester,  Fitchburg,  Haverhill,  Hing- 
ham,  Lenox,  Leominster,  Lincoln,  Medford, 
Methuen,  I'^ddleboro,  Middleborough,  Mil- 
ton, Monson,  Mount  Hermon,  Natick,  New 
Bedford,  Newton,  Neirton  Centre,  NeTrbon- 
ville,  Norwood,  Pittsfield,  Quincy, 
Reading,  Roslindale,  Springfield,  Stone- 
ham,  West  Roxbury,  V/eymouth,  Worcester 

Michigan  -  Battle  Creek,  Center  Line,  Dear- 
bom,  Detroit,  Flint,  Grand  Rapids, 
Lansing,  Lapeer,  Monroe,  Mount  Clemens, 
Port  Huron,  Rogers  City,  Royal  Oak, 
Saginaw 

Minnesota  -  Albert  Lea,  Anoka,  Eemidji, 
Crookston,  Duluth,  Fergus  Falls,  Min- 
neapolis, Sleepy  Eye,  Winona 

Mississippi  -  Columbus,  Natchez 

Missouri  -  Cape  Girardeau,  Ca rut hers ville, 
Jefferson  City,  Kansas  City,  Normandy, 
St.  Louis,  Wells ville 

Montana  -  Billings,  Lewistown 

Nebraska  -  Grant,  Humphrey,  Lincoln,  Oak- 
land, Omaha,  Scotts fluff 

Nevada  -  Boulder  City,  Reno 

New  Hampshire  -  Exeter,  Lancaster,  Roches- 
ter 

New  Jersey  -  Atlantic  City,  Bernards ville, 
Blairstown,  Chatham,  East  Orange,  Free- 
hold, Hackensack,  Harrison,  Hoboken, 
Irvington,  Jersey  City,  Lambertville, 
Morris town.  Mountain  Lakes,  New  Brunswick, 
Oradell,  Paterson,  Plainfield,  Ridgefield, 
South  Orange,  Toms  River,  Trenton,  Upper  , 
Montclair,  Verona,  Weehawken,  West  Orange 
New  Mexico  -  Albuquerque-,  Roswell 
New  York  -  Albany,  AuSable  Forks,  Averill 
Park,  Bolton  Landing,  Brockport,  Bronx, 
Brooklyn,  Buffalo,  Crown  Point,  Dobbs 
Ferry,  Dolgeville,  Elmont,  Fairport, 
Forest  Hills,  Glovers ville.  Great  Neck, 
Groton,  Huntington,  Ithaca,  Jamaica, 
Jamestown,  Johnson  City,  Johnstown, 
Lake  Placid,  Larchmont,  Lynbrook,  Ifen- 
hasset,  Medina,  Millbrook,  Mount  Vernon, 
Newfane,  Newtown,  New  York,  Niagara  Falls, 
Northport,  Oakfield,  Oneida,  Oneonta, 
Ossining,  Painted  Post,  Palmjrra,  Platts- 
burgh.  Pleasant ville,  Rochester,  Saratoga 
Springs,  Saugerties,  Schenectady,  Spring 
Valley,  Utica,  Webster,  West  Nyack,  White 
Plains ,  Yonkers 
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North  Carolina  -  Canton,  Chapel  Hill,  Dur- 
ham, Halifax,  Hendersonville,  Louisburg, 
Rocky  Mount,  Salisbury,  Oak  Ridge 

Ohio  -  Centerburg,  Cincinnati,  Cleveland, 
Columbus,  Coshocton,  Dajrton,  Euclid, 
Kent,  Hassillon,  Maumee,  Mentor,  Millers- 
burg,  Monroeville,  Mount  Vernon,  Spring- 
field, Toledo,  Worthington,  Youngstown, 
Zenia 

Oklahoma  -  Ardmore,  Goodwell,  Tulsa 

Oregon  -  Eugene,  Forest  Grove,  Lebanon, 
Pendleton,  Portland,  Seaside 

Pennsylvania  -  Altoona,  Erie,  Greens burg, 
Hazleton,  Irwin,  Kingston,  Landsdowne, 
Monongahela,  New  Cumberland,  Philadel- 
phia, Pittsburgh,  PottstovtTi,  Prospect 
Park,  Reading,  Telford,  Upper  Darby, 
Wilkinsburgh,  "Wlliamsport 

Rhode  Island  -  Cranston,  Providence, 
Saylesville,  Yfanvick 

South  Carolina  -  Gaffney,  Greenville 

South  Dakota  -  Webster 

Tennessee  -  Chattanooga,  Kingsport,  Knox- 
ville 

Texas  -  Austin,  Beaumont,  Dallas,  Denton, 

Lancaster,  Odessa,  Texas  City 
Utah  -  Midvale,  Provo 

Vermont  -  Benson,  Essex  Junction,  Pitts- 
ford,  Springfield,  Windsor 

Virginia  -  Alexandria,  Arlington,  Farm- 
ville,  Hampton,  Lynchburg,  Portsmouth, 
Richmond,  Staunton 

Washington  -  Burton,  Ellensburg,  Everett, 
Longview,  Olympia,  Tacoma,  Yakima 

West  Virginia  -  Athens 

Wisconsin  -  Beaver  Dam,  Eau  Claire,  Fort 
Atkinson,  Green  Bay,  La  Crosse,  Madison, 
Manitowoc,  Merrill,  Milivaukee,  Mosinee, 
Oconomo?Toc,  New  Richmond,  Sheboygan, 
Sturgeon  Bay,  Superior 

Wyoming  -  Worland 

Canada  -  Alberta,  Halifax,  Ontario,  Toron- 
to, Vancouver 
England  -  Manchester 
Hawaii  -  Honolulu,  Wailuka 
Newfoundland  -  St.  John 

S.M.U. 

BRANCH  NOTES 

y^ttapan 

Those  of  you  -who  are  intimates  of  Baffin 
Island  realize  that  the  days  and  nights 
are  long  and  that  the  soap  and  vrater  are 
short.    For  those  of  you  who  h^ve  spent 
your  vacations  going  to  less  exotic  and 


more  comfortable  places  such  as  Central 
Africa,  the  peculiar  length  of  days  and 
nights  may  to  verified  by  means  of  an 
elementary  geography  book,  and  the  lack 
of  soap  and  water  by  visiting  the  Mattapan 
Branch.    This  is  to  say  that  the  Branch 
has  been  lent  some  sealskin  articles  vfhich 
came  from  Baffin  Island  and  which  brought 
vrith  them  some  of  the  aurora  of  their 
homeland.    The  articles,  three  in  all,  a 
sealskin  bag,  a  pair  of  sealskin  mittens, 
and  a  sealskin  hide  were  sent  to  the  Li- 
brary by  Lt.  Samuel  Yale  Brass,  USNR,  an 
old  borrower,  who  vi^s  cruising  the  waters 
and  happened  to  run  across  an  Eskimo  who 
parted  with  the  articles  for  the  trousers 
Lt.  Brass  was  wearing.    He  didn't  say  how 
he  managed  it  back  to  his  ship  but  presunt- 
ably  it  must  have  been  a  rather  chilly 
stroll.    Anyhow,  when  he  did  get  back  to 
the  ship  he  thought  of  the  Branch  and  n:w 
we  have  these  rather  interesting  articles 
on  display, very  much  locked  up  in  glass 
cases  0 

Chaucer  in  the  Canterbury  Tales  speaks 
of  the  wife  of  Bath:  "Gat-thothed  was  she, 
soothly  for  to  seyc»"    However,  with 
socialized  medicine,  the  gate  toothed  per- 
son is  fast  becoming  an  archaism.  Tooth- 
less Youngsters,  however,  are  probably  a 
perennial  occurance  in  Britain  as  well  as 
America.    Anyway,  they  are  constantly 
popping  up  at  the  registration  desk  at 
Mattapan  with  a  front  toof  missing  and 
often  a  thumb-tied  tongue.    They  have 
their  problems,  and,  being  forced  to  oper- 
ate in  this  adult-controlled  world,  they 
do  the  best  they  can  v;ith  an  alien  and 
hostile  terminologyo    The  results,  al- 
though sometimes  inaccurate,  are  explicit 
and  often  dramatic o    Mispronunciation  and 
anacoluthon    have  never  been  any  bar  to 
communication.    Mrs  Augusta  Rubenstein 
has  culled  a  fev/  of  the  gems  which  float 
her  way  each  day* 

"I  am  being  commoted  to  the  first  grade 
next  year»" 

"My  card  expelled  last  week." 

"My  card  is  here  'cause  it  was  renewell- 
ed." 

V/est  End 

Sixty-seven  animated  youngsters  ranging 
in  age  from  three  to  eleven  were  properly 
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indoctrinated  as  v;ell  as  entertained  at  a 
Safety  Program,  held  at  the  Branch  on  Fri- 
day, July  23' •    The  technicolor  movie  of 
PETER  AND  THE  WHIFFLEHOUMD,  with  its  im- 
pressively accompanying  recorded  story, 
was  ably  introduced  by  Miss  Eallou,  of 
the  Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  We 
can  only  hope  that  the  children  vdll  con- 
tinue to  watch  for  the  green  light i 


On  July  28,  J.tLss  Goldstein,  Branch  Li- 
brarian, was  interviewed  on  the  Ligget's 
radio  program  by  Nelson  Bragg  over  Statior, 
WCOP,    The  interview  particularly  empha- 
sized the  place  and  services  of  the  Branch 
Library  in  this  community. 


Miss  Helen  Donovan,  Assistant,  has  just 
returned  from  a  two  weeks  motor  trip  to 
Sinsinav/a,  Wisconsin,  where  she  visited 
one  of  her  girl-hood  friends,  who  v/as  tak- 
ing the  First  Veil  at  the  Convent  of  the 
Most  Holy  Rosary 0 

SOAP  BOX 

Any  contribution  to  the  Soap  Box  must  be 
accompaniefl  by  the  full  name  of  the  Asso- 
ciation member  submitting  it,  together 
with  the  name  of  the  Branch  Library,  De- 
partment, or  Office  in  which  he  or  she  is 
employed.    The  name  is  vrithheld  from  pub- 
lication, or  a  pen  name  used,  if  the  con- 
tributor so  requests.    Anonymous  contribu- 
tions are  not  given  consideration.  The 
author  of  the  article  is  known  only  to  the 
contribjitor  and  to  the  Editor-in-Chief, 
The  contents  of  articles  appearing  in  the 
Soap  Box  are  personal  opinions  expressed 
by  individual  Association  members  and 
their  appearance  does  not  necessarily 
indicate  that  the  Publications  Committee 
and  the  Association  are  in  agreement  with 
the  views  expressed. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Soap  Box: 

In  the  June  issue  of  The  Question  Mark 
a    contributor  to  the  Soap  Box  column 
criticized  personnel  of  two  departments  of 
the  Division  of  Business  Operations,  The 
charges  were  serious:  neglect  of  duty  in 


one  case,  incompetency  in  the  other o  They 
were  loose  charges;  they  were  not  siipported 
by  evidence;  and  they  viere  mde  anonymously. 

The  Library  employees  who  were  criti- 
cized -  branch  library  Custodians  in  gen- 
eral and  Supply  Room  personnel  -  were  nat- 
urally disturbed  and  resentful.    Their  re- 
sentment against  the  anonymous  critic,  and 
against  The  Question  Mark,  v/as  the  more 
bitter  because,  as  non-members  of  the  Pro- 
fessional Staff  Association,  they  were  not 
eligible  to  reply  through  the  columns  of 
the  Soap  Box,    As  the  head  of  the  division 
of  which  these  employees  are  members  I 
wish  to  have  it  known  that  I  have  not  re- 
ceived a  single  word  of  complaint  from 
branch  librarians  about  the  attention  to 
duty  of  branch  library  Custodians,  Sug- 
gestions for  the  improvement  of  operating 
procedures  of  the  Supply  Room  are  always 
welcome  and  should  be  made  to  the  Deputy 
Assistant  to  the  Director,  Mr  Samuel  Green, 
in  whose  field  of  supervision  the  Supply 
Room  is  placed.    Both  he  and  I  have  the 
fullest  confidence  in  the  earnestness  and 
competency  of  the  Supply  Room  staff. 

The  purpose  of  the  unnamed  writer  may 
have  been  to  work  off  a  personal  grievance » 
In  that  case  the  columns  of  the  Soap  Box 
offered  a  ready  and  safe  solution.    If  the 
motive  was  to  call  to  the  attention  of 
supervisors  a  need  for  administrative 
changes,  the  method  hit  upon  was  singular- 
ly inappropriate  and  was  productive  of 
harm  rather  than  good.    Surely  there  are 
better  ways  of  attempting  to  prompt  admin- 
istrative improvements, 

Francis  X,  Moloney 
Assistant  to  the  Director 
In  Charge  of  Business 
Operations 


To  the  Soap  Box: 

I  love  ray  work  at  the  Boston  Public  Li- 
brary.   I  am  fortunate  to  be  working  v^here 
spiritual  and  intellectual  values  tran-* 
scend  material  ones.    I  like  the  people  on 
the  Boston  Public  Library  staff  with  whom 
I  have  come  in  contact.    I  like  their  love 
of  learning,  their  sense  of  humor,  their 
spirit  of  helpfulness,  and  their  apprecia- 
tion of  people  in  all  walks  of  life.  Nat- 
urally I  have  observed  that  some  people 
possess  these  qualities  to  a  greater  de- 
gree than  others,  but  that  is  time  in  all 
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professions. 

Have  you  noticed  how  beautiful  the  Puvis 
de  Cha\''annes  Decorations  look  in  the  early 
niorning  light,  around  9^00  or  9:l5?  Their 
pastel  colors  and  the  marble  seem  to  glean 
and  blend  in  a  way  that  is  quite  breath- 
less in  its  beauty a  That  same  light  ap- 
pears to  be  on  them  in  the  late  aftemoons| 
too.  I  like  to  walk  up  that  stairway  be-  i 
cause  every  time  there  is  some  new  phase  i 
of  those  paintings  I  have  not  appreciated  j 
earlier,  or  perhaps  even  noticed,  the  \ 
same  thing  is  true  of  the  Holy  Grail  Paintj- 
ings  in  their  deep,  rich  colors  and  deli-  ! 
cate  detail.  The  subject  matter  of  these  i 
paintings  alone  opens  up  doors  of  knowl-  ; 
edge  that  I  had  not  thought  about  explor-  ! 
ing  before. 

I  shall  never  forget  the  thrill  of  see- 
ing the  Doges  Palace  at  the  North  End 
Branch  for  the  first  time,  either,  and  of 
hearing  Miss  Peterson  tell  about  it. 
There  was  such  tragedy,  depth,  and  beauty  i 
in  the  life  story  of  the  person  who  creat-l 
ed  this  exquisite  work  of  art.  I  shall  ! 
never  forget,  too,  the  humor,  understand-  , 
ing,  and  creative  spirit  of  the  librarians! 
who  work  under  a  public  gumnasium  all  day  i 
and  the  delightful  things  they  do  for  | 
children  and  adults  despite  crowded, 
cramped  and  noisy  quarters.  The  cross-  ! 
section  of  America  that  the  library  and  [ 
its  branches  serve  is  a  lifetime  study  in  ■ 
itself,  ; 

I  rejoice  at  the  delight  of  young  chil-  i 
dren  as  they  explore  books  for  the  first  j 
time;  at  the  excitement  of  boys  over  i 
snakes,  baseball,  or  science;  at  the  teen-j 
agers  whose  interests  are  so  varied;  and  i 
at  the  sense  of  joy  and  peace  felt  by  ' '  j 
elderly  people  to  whom  the  library  means  ! 
so  much.  I  like  to  welcome  visitors  who  ' 
come  here  from  all  parts  of  the  world  and  ' 
make  them  feel  at  home  here*  I  think  it 
is  just  as  important  they  get  a  GOOD  FEEL-j 
ItlG  about  the  library  as  it  is  that  they  i 
get  the  correct  infornation  or  book,  be-  i 
cause  good  feelings  about  a  place  or  a  j 
person  have  a  tendency  to  linger  far  long-] 
er  than  facts,  titles,  or  statistics.  Allj 
human  beings  want  and  need  warm,  gracious  | 
human  treatment,  whether  they  are  a  member 
of  the  public  or  a  staff  member  mending  a 
book  in  a  back  room  somev/hereo 

Naturally  I  suppose  many  of  us  on  the 
staff  are  young,  iapntient ,  and  probably 
imnature,  like  myself,  and  we  all  have 
times  when  'PfE  think  "WE  could  personally 
run  the  library  BETTER.    And  we  are  all 


facing  the  economic  struggles  with  the 
tangibles  along  with  the  joys  of  the  in- 
tangibles, too.    But  it  is  the  intangibles, 
I  think,  that  make  the  work  so  very  worth- 
while. 

To  be  a  part  of  the  Boston  Public  Library 
system  is  to  know  closely  many  phases  of 
human  experience  and  to  constantly  explore 
nev/  fields  of  learning,  sharing  them  with 
others,  and  to  have  a  chance  to  contribute 
in  providing  the  best  service  possible  to 
the  publico    To  me  this  is  a  privilege e 

Sincerely  yours. 


Hope  Biixton  Brown 
Young  People's  Room 


Soap  Box: 

The  recent  action  of  the  Executive  Board 
in  filling  the  vacancy  on  the  Board  caused 
by  Miss  Scoff's  resignation  with  someone 
who  does  not  represent  the  branch  libraries 
is  regrettable a    Miss  Scoff  was  the  only 
member  of  the  Board  from  either  a  Branch 
Library  or  from  the  Division  of  Home  Read- 
ing and  Community  Services,    These  circum- 
stances would  indicate  the  desirability  of 
choosing  an  individual  from  a  Branch  Li- 
brary to  serve  the  remainder  of  her  term 
in  order  that  the  large  portion  of  the 
membership  in  the  Branches  be  represented 
in  the  transaction  of  Association  business. 
It  is  unfortunate  that  this  was  not  given 
first  consideration  in  selecting  Miss 
Scoff's  successor. 

Pauline  A.  Vi^alker 
West  Roxbury  Branch 


Soap  Box: 

"Taxation  without  representation  is 
tyrany"  is  one  of  the  vratch  words  of  Amer- 
ican independence.    Since  Mrs  Ournett,  a 
member  of  the  Division  of  Reference  and 
Research  Services,  has  been  selected  by 
the  executive  board  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  Miss  Scoff's  resignation,  we  in 
the  branches  are  not  represented.  Please 
may  7»e  be  a  part  of  the  B.P.L.P.S.A.,  too? 

Dorothy  F,  Nourse 
East  Boston  Branch 
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To  the  Soap  Box: 


.  To  the  Soap  Box: 


Being  a  firm  believer  in  justice  for  all 
and  an  equally  firm  disbeliever  in  the 
exercise  of  favoritism  in  any  form,  I  am 
disturbed  that  the  Executive  Board  chose 
to  replace  the  only  representative  of 
Branch  Libraries  with  a  member  of  the 
Division  of  Reference  and  Research  Ser- 
vices.   Efforts  should  be  made  wherever 
possible  to  bring  about  a  closer  relation- 
ship between  the  stafEe  of  those  units  of 
the  Library  System  which  are  housed  out- 
side the  Central  Library  building  and  the 
staff  at  Central.    The  recent  action  of 
the  Board  would  seem  to  indicate  a  com- 
plete disregard  of  branch  libraries. 

As  the  Board  now  stands,  there  are  7 
representatives  from  the  Division  of  Ref- 
erence and  Research  Services,  1  from  the 
Division  of  Business  Operations,  and  1 
from  the  General  Administrative  Offices  - 
and  no  one  with  an  up-to-date  point  of  , 
view  of  Branch  Libraries.    To  me  this  is  ■ 
deplorable  situation,  which,  had  it  come 
about  as  a  result  of  an  election,  would 
have  been  beyond  the  powers  of  the  Board 
to  rectify.    Coming  as  a  direct  action  of 
the  Board,  it  seems  to  me  difficult  -  if 
not  impossible  -  to  justify. 

S.M,  Usher 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Soap  Box: 

It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  we  must 
accept  the  resignation  of  Miss  Theodora  B. 
Scoff  from  the  Executive  Board  of  the 
B.P.L.P.S.A.,  for  reasons  of  ill  health. 
Miss  Scoff's  active  interest  in  and  her 
work  in  furthering  the  welfare  of  the  en- 
tire professional  staff  has  been  an  in- 
spiration to  us  all.    Fe  are  grateful  to  j 
Miss  Scoff  and  wish  to  express  our  appre-  j 
ciation  to  her,  and  sincere  vdshes  for  a  ( 
rapid  and  comrolete  recovery.  i 

Appropos  the  appointment  of  Miss  Scoff's] 
successor,  it  is  disappointing  to  note  i 
that  the  entire  Executive  Board,  as  it  nowj 
exists,  con^rises  Central  Library  members  j 
of  the  Association,  only.  There  is  no  i 
representation  of  the  Branch  Libraries.  j 
Certainly  there  should  be  at  least  one  j 
Branch  Library  member  of  the  Association  j 
on  the  Executive  Board,  i 


We  are  amazed  that  Association  members 
from  the  branches  have  not  protested  the 
lack  of  representation  by  one  of  their 
number  on  the  Executive  Board  of  the 
B.P.L.P.S.A.    There  must  be  a  few  who  are 
sufficiently  interested  in  the  organiza- 
tion to  give  of  their  time,  if  given  the 
opportunity. 

R.M.H. 


To  the  Soap  Box: 

Is  it  possible  that  among  the  entire  per- 
sonnel of  the  branch  libraries  there  is 
not  one  single  individual  qualified  and 
willing  to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  Execu- 
tive Board  of  the  B.P.L.P.S.A.?  Really? 
I  am  astoundcdj 

Naming  Mrs  Julia  Manning  Gurnett  to  the 
Executive  Board  to  take  the  place  of  Miss 
Scoff  leaves  the  branch  libraries  i/vithout 
any  representative  on  the  said  board,  A 
group  vrtiich  makes  up  such  a  part  of  the 
B.P.L.P.S.A,  certainly  should  be  represent- 
ed there,    Othervd.se,  all  this  talk  of 
democratic  processes  is  just  so  much  eye- 
wash. 

This  is  not  to  be  interpreted  as  any 
aspersion  upon  ?^rs  Gurnett,  her  abilities, 
and  her  objectivity;  rather  it  is  intended 
as  a  jolt  to  the  aplomb  of  the  group  v/ho 
named  her  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Curious 


To  the  Soap  Box: 

It  is  suggested  that  many  Association 
members  would  find  interest  in  e^camining 
the  current  issue  of  the  NEiTS  BULLETIN, 
published  by  the  Detroit  Public  Library 
Staff  Association,  on  file  in  the  Staff 
Library, 

S.M.  Usher 
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EDITOR ^S  CORNER 

The  sad  days,  the  death  of  the  year,  are 
with  us  again,  but  the  fall,  far  from 
being  the  end  and  decay  of  things  (for 
human  beings),  is  in  actuality  the  spirit- 
ual spring  of  the  year.    Beginning  right 
after  Labor  Day  nature's  change  gives  a 
go-ahead  signal  for  countless  thousands 
who  have  been  held  up  by  the  traffic  light 
of  summer  heat  and  vacations. 

The  return  to  school,  office,  and  facto- 
ry this  year  is  marked  by  the  inception  of 
one  of  the  greatest  periodically  recurring 
autumnal  institutions  in  the  United  States- 
the  campaign  by  the  candidates  nominated 
to  aeek  election  to  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent.   We  are,  without  a  doubt,  in  one  of 
the  most  crucial  and  interesting  periods 
of  the  history  of  man.    It  is  beyond  the 
conception  of  the  intellect  to  take  in  the 
tremendous  scope  of  our  times.    We,  as 
mere  citizens  of  an  age  that  defies  defi- 
nition, have  all  we  can  do  at  times  to 
place  ourselves  against  the  vast  shadow  It 
casts  before  us.    Yet,  as  world  citizens 
of  this  age,  we  should  try  now  to  exercise 
the  great  prerogative  of  voicing  our  opin- 
ion through  the  medium  of  the  ballot. 

As  library  personnel  we  are  in  a  posi- 
tion to  keep  ourselves  well  informed  (not 
so  much  a  personal  choice,  but  almost  the 
necessary  requisite  for  dealing  with 
people  and  books),  and  also  to  direct  and 
?uide  the  public  for  whom  we  work  to  any 
and  all  literature  and  publications  that 
can  be  of  help  in  determining  opinion  for 
the  coming  elections.    Far  from  being  able^ 
as  library  personnel,  to  impose  the  con- 
science of  duty  on  another  individual,  we 
can,  nevertheless,  by  advising  on  reading 
^tter,  periodicals,  current  and  past  lit- 
erature on  the  two  parties  and  personali- 
ties, point  the  way  to  facts  and  records, 
figures  and  statistics,  p-urposes  and  plat- 
forms which  are  distinctly  relevant  to  the 


choice  of  a  candidate.    Librarians  and  de- 
partment heads  can  display  material  openly 
and  attractively,  hold  discussions  both 
for  tha  staff  and  the  public,  and  see  to 
it  that  school  children  are  exposed  to 
ideas  as  age  and  education  warrant.    We  can 
as  a  part  of  a  library  system  that  covers 
the  municipal  area  of  one  of  the  largest 
metropolitan  units  in  this  country,  give 
the  slight  push  toward  a  discriminating 
and  intelligent  preparation  for  an  individ- 
ual vote  in  the  presidential  election  of  a 
country  that  is  on  the  threshold  of  a  new 
era  which  will  be  a  challenge  to  every 
citizen  of  the  world  from  Boston  to  Bangkok 

A.G.W* 


PERSONAL  NOTES 


Transferred 


Mary  C.  Robbins,  from  the  Director's 
Office  to  the  Business  Office. 

tfarriages 


Mary  L,  Hegarty,  Rare  Book  Department, 
to  Richard  E.  Malany,  on  August  23,  19^2. 

Resignations 


Margaret  F.  Connell,  Book  Stack  Service, 
to  train  for  nursing. 

Geraldine  R.  Cudmore,  Book  Stack  Service, 
to  enter  the  religious  order  of  the  Sisters 
of  St.  Joseph  in  Framingham* 

Eleanor  DiGiannantonio,  Kirstein  Business 
Branch,  to  accept  a  library  position  with 
the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  in  Boston* 

Catherine  M.  Flaherty,  Registration  De- 
partment, to  enter  the  religious  order  of 
the  Sisters  of  Charity  of  Nazareth  in 
Wakefield. 


Mrs  Beulah  S,  Hamilt,  Uphanis  Corner 
Branch  Library,  to  move  to  Connecticut* 

Marianne  Morse,  ilusic  Department,  to 
accept  a  library  position  at  the  Yale 
School  of  JAisiCc 

I»;argaret  J.  SAirphy,  Charles  town  Branch 
Library,  to  be  married. 

Teresa  L,  Tape,  Book  Preparation  Depart- 
ment, to  accept  a  position  as  a  dental  as- 
sistant* 

]&r3  Veronica  M.  Tibets,  Book  Stack  Ser- 
vice, to  remain  at  home» 

VnEDDING 


On  August  23,  at  St.  Columbkille 's 
Church  in  Brighton,  i^ss  liary  Lc  Hegarty 
of  the  Rare  Book  Department  staff,  became 
the  bride  of  Fdchard  Eugene  I4ilany  of 

Syracuse.    The  bride  was  lovely  in  a  grace-j-    On  September       19^2,  certain  units  of 


ful  lace  gown  and  fingertip  veilo  She  was 
attended  by  her  sisters  gowned  in  blue 


taffeta.    After  the  reception  at  the  Shera+and  the  office  of  the  Assistant  to  the 


BON  VOIAGE 

On  September  19,  Mrs  Marjorie  G.  Bouquet, 
Assistant  to  the  Chief  Librarian,  Division 
of  Reference  and  Research  Services,  sails 
from  New  lork  on  the  S.S«  United  States. 
Mrs  Bouquet  goes  directly  to  Austria  where 
she  will  visit  Vienna  and  other  points  of 
interest.    While  in  Rome,  Italy,  she  will 
visit  Miss  Honor  McCusker,  who  was  formerly 
a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  B.P.L.  and  is 
now  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  UoSo  In- 
formation Library  in  that  cityo    On  Columr- 
bus  Day  she  sails  from  Naples  for  New  York. 
With  many  stops  en  route  she  is  due  to 
arrive  home  on  October  27tho 


NEW  QUARTERS  IN  STACK  3  OPEN 


the  Division  of  Business  Operations  -  the 
Accounting  Department,  the  Business  Office 


ton  Plaaa,  Mr  and  firs  Malany  left  for  a 
trip  through  Canada. 


STORK  EVENTS 


Mr  and  Mrs  Charles  Gibson  are  recei'wing 
congratulations  on  the  arrival  of  a 
daughter,  ilary  Louise,  August  12th.  Mrs 
Gibson  if  the  former  Ruth  Mann  who  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Jamaica  Plain  Branch 
Library  staff  for  several  years. 


On  August  13th  a  daughter  was  born  to 
Mr  and  Jirs  Robert  Sagar,  Readville.  Mrs 
Sagar,  the  former  Ifergaret  Gallagher,  is 
member  of  the  staff  at  the  Dorchester 
Branch  Library. 


Mr  and  Mrs  Robert  C,  Amirault,  Warring- 
ton, Florida,  are  happy  to  announce  the 
arrival  of  Leslie,  August  5,  19^2.  Those 
ytho  remember  Mrs  Amirault  as  Phyllis 
Boudreau  of  the  Information  Office  will 
know  that  Leslie  must  be  a  beautiful  baby, 
if  she  resembles  her  mother. 


Director  in  Charge  of  Business  Operations  - 
were  moved  to  the  Stack  3  levelo  The 
transfer  is  a  part  of  the  current  program 
of  relocation  of  departments  and  units  in 
the  Central  Library  Building.    Included  in 
the  new  quarters,  in  addition  to  the 
jAccounting  Department  and  the  Business 
[Office,  are  individual  offices  for  the 
[Division  head  and  the  two  Deputy  Assistants 
ito  the  Director,    The  move  brings  the 
iDivision  head  in  closer  touch  with  his  inv- 
; mediate  assistants,  makes  for  greater  ef- 
ficiency in  operations,  and  permits  needed 
I  expansion  of  the  Personnel  Office  into  the 
[vacated  space  in  Stack  2. 
!    Members  of  the  staff  are  cordially  in- 
jvited  to  visit  the  new  quarters  of  the 
: Division  of  Business  Operations. 


The  following  exchange  of  "poems"  shows 
clearly  that  "parting  can  be  such  sweet 
sorrov;." 

Rhymes  on  the  occasion  of  departmental 
changes 

(1.)  From:    the  Personnel  Office 

To:       the  Accounting  Department  and 
the  Business  Office 


As  a  token  of  our  affections 

We  send  you  this  box  of  confections 


-3- 


Iflth  heavy  hearts  we  bid  you  fond  adieu, 
The  silence  is  deafening  here  in  Stack  2 

Time  was  when  sounds  ran  up  and  down, 
How  we  *re  living  in  a  deserted  Ghost  Town 

Doors  that  once  smiling  faces  disclosed 
?fe  now  find  firmly  locked  and  closed 

We  hope  this  hasn't  made  you  sad 
Because  in  truth  we 're  kind  of  glad 

Not  because  we  have  lost  our  friends 
But  now  we  can  spread  out  at  aH  ends. 

(2,)    From:    the  Business  Office 
To:       the  Personnel  Office 

Thanks  from  us  for  feeling  blue 
And  for  sending  candy,  tool 

But  keep  in  mind  that  we  will  be. 
Right  up  above  you  in  Stack  3 

We  might  have  transferred  up  one  floor, 
But  still  we  have  an  unlocked  door 

Thanks  again,  we'll  always  be 
The  same  old  gang,  tho  in  Stack  3o 

MRS  MARY  :€JRPHY  RESIGNS 

On  September  11,  the  Boston  Public  Li- 
brary lost  one  of  its  loyal  members.  Mary 
Bean  Murphy  of  the  Teachers  Department 
left  the  service  to  take  a  position  with 
the  Armed  Services  Medical  Library  in 
Washington, 

Mrs  Murphy  has  been  in  the  Library  for 
15  years.    It  was  while  she  was  in  Book 
Stack  Service  that  Mary  met  and  married 
Leo  Murphy.    For  a  year  they  led  a  happy, 
carefree  life  until  the  war  came  with  its 
tragedy  when  Leo  was  killed  in  action. 
But  Mary  Abigail  had  arrived  to  give  her 
mother  an  incentive  to  live  and  love. 
Throughout  these  trying  years  Mary's  cour- 
age never  failed,  and  she  was  an  example 
to  all  in  trouble.    And  as  Abby  grew  up, 
looking  like  her  "Daddy  Leo"  and  acting 
like  her  "Daddy  Leo",  all  who  met  her 
loved  her  at  once. 

For  the  past  two  years,  Utrs  Murphy  has 
been  studying    for  a  degree  at  Boston  Uni- 
versity.   The  Teachers  Department  was 
looking  forward  eagerly  to  her  return  to 
full  time,  but  V/ashington  called. 


We  shall  miss  Mary  very  much,  not  only 
as  an  able,  valuable  assistant,  but  also 
as  a  friend*    She  was  at  all  times  coopera- 
tive, generous  with  her  time  and  talents, 
and  happy  in  helping  others o    She  will 
make  new  friends  in  Washington,  and  we  know 
that  all  her  old  friends  will  always  be 
welcome  at  her  home  in  Arlington,  Virginia. 

On  Thursday,  September  h,  the  Teachers 
Department  gave  Ifory  a  luncheon  at  the 
Darbury  Boom,  and  presented  her  with  a 
travel  clock,    A  remembrance  poem  was 
written  for  the  occasion  and  -was  greatly 
enjoyed.    Later,  a  gift  of  money  from  her 
friends  throughout  the  Library  was  present- 
ed on  her  leaving. 

Teachers  Department 

HAVE  BOOKS  BEEN  DISCOVERED? 
A  Vacation  Meditation 

Before  I  left  for  my  vacation,  I  noticed 
on  the  bulletin  board  an  impressive  poster 
recommending  that  one  take  books  along  on 
one's  vacation.    The  staff,  I  suppose, 
hardly  needs  such  advioe,  but  how  about 
the  public?    Next  year  I  hope  such  a  poster 
will  be  nailed  on  every  street  corner  in 
Boston. 

Everybody's  experience  is  only  his  own 
chance  one,  and  yet  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  what  I  observed  in  one  vacation  week 
in  a  country  inn  may  be  typical.  This 
pleasant  inn,  on  a  high-road  through  one 
of  New  Hampshire's  picturesque  country 
towns,  attracted  quiet  people  who  came  to 
enjoy  the  surroundings  or  because  they  had 
relatives  living  in  one  of  the  white  Colo- 
nial houses  peering  out  from  under  the  elms. 
Two  young  men  were  staying  there  because 
they  attended  a  near  by  institute  for  the 
discussion  of  industrial  trends,  and  one 
young  couple  was  connected  with  the  little 
summer  theatre© 

Not  once  did  I  see  a  guest  carry  a  book« 
The  first  rainy  day,  the  host,  a  man  of 
higher  education,  said  to  me'  "Did  you  find 
something  to  read?"    Incensed,  I  retorted 
with  a  library  worker's  wounded  pride: 
"I  provide  myself  with  reading  matter!" 
"You  dol"  -  Well,  no  one  else,  as  far  as  I 
could  observe,  iias  provided  with  more  than 
a  newspaper.    The  loungers  dipped  into  the 
"Life's"  and  "Saturday  Evening  Post's" 
that  lay  piled  up  in  the  living-room,  when 
they  were  not  playing  solitaije,    A  bz*ight 


rrr. ' 


little  girl  of  five  was  able  to  amuse  her- 
self Tdth  playing-cards,  but  she  had  no 
picture-book,  not  even  a  comic.  Some 
books  belonging  to  the  house  were  lying 
about  -  I  recall  a  copy  of  "The  Proper 
Bostonians"  and  two  volumes  of  Emerson  - 
but,  vdth  the  exception  of  a  book  of  car*- 
toons,  these  proved  no  magnets o 

Of  course,  my  inference  may  be  wrong. 
The  family  parties  felt,  no  doubt,  that 
amiable  conversation  and  sociability  ivas 
iThat  they  were  here  for,  and,  for  all  I 
knov;,  they  may  read  on  long  winter  even- 
ings.   Yet  the  fact  renains  that  people 
did  pick  up  the  stray  popular  magazines 
that  happened  to  be  at  hand  and  that  the 
unrecognized  potentialities  of  long  coun- 
try afternoons  provoked  the  question  ijn  my 
mind:    "Have  books  as  vacation  con^^anions 
not  yet  been  discovered?" 

Margaret  Munsterberg 

THE  LIBRARY  IN  THE  PRESS 

On  V/ednesday,  August  20,  the  Christian 
Science  Monitor  carried  a  picture  and 
fltory  about  the  exhibit  entitled  The  Presi- 
dency which  vrLll  be  on  view  in  the  Main 
Lobby  and  the  first  floor  corridors 
through  September  30. 

* 

Mr  Thomas  C.  Barger  of  the  Arabian  Amer- 
ican Oil  Company  in  New  York  was  the  guest 
of  Polly  Huse  of  WBZ-TV  on  Monday,  Aug.25, 
at  1:00  p.m.,  in  connection  vrLth  the  ex- 
hibit on  Saudi  Arabia  which  will  continue 
through  the  end  of  the  month  in  the  second 
and  third  floor  galleries,    Mr  Barger  is 
director  of  local  government  relations  and 
has  been  stationed  in  Saudi  Arabia  for 
about  15  years.    That  afternoon  Mr  Barger 
was  interviewed  by  a  reporter  from  the 
Christian  Science  Monitor  which  carried 
the  article  on  August  27 • 

Miss  ^ileen  Knee  land,  the  Y/BZ  "Lady  of 
the  Bookshelf",  participated  in  the  open- 
ing festivities  which  the  Adams  Street 
Branch  Library  had  planned  in  celebration 
of  its  first  birthday.    On  Wednesday, 
August  20,  liiss  Kneeland  entertained  a 
group  of  children  from  the  neighborhood 


with  a  picture  book  story  hour  and  her 
picture  with  the  group  appeared  in  the 
Boston  Daily  Record  on  Friday,  August  22, 

* 

On  Friday,  August  29,  which  was  the  first 
anniversary  of  the  opening  of  the  Adams 
Street  Branch  Library,  the  Summer  Reading 
Club  awards  v/ere  presented,    A  picture  of 
this  activity  appeared  in  the  Boston  Globe 
that  evening. 

As  a  Labor  Day  feature  story  the  Boston 
Sunday  Globe  carried  a  two  column  picture 
and  story  about  the  gift  of  5  albums  of 
recordings  which  were  presented  to  the  Li- 
brary by  the  Northeast  Region  of  the  Jewish 
Labor  Committee  in  appreciation  of  the  Li- 
brary's service  to  labor* 

The  current  issue,  September  19^2,  of 
the  American  Jevdsh  Historical  Society 
carries  an  interesting  article  by  Mr  Lee  M, 
Friedman,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
entitled  "A  great  Colonial  case  and  a  great 
Colonial  lawyer." 

Mr  Eamon  McDonough,  President  of  the 
E.P.L.P.S.A.,  has  a  "letter",  in  Time, 
August  18,  19^2,  page  U.    The  issue  of 
September  1,  1952,  carries  two  replies  to 
Mr  McD enough's  letter,  one  from  Brooklyn, 
N.Y.,  the  other  from  Chicago. 

•JHHHHHHBHHf 

REMINDERS  THAT  FALL  IS  HERE 

Calling  All  Bowlers 

The  1952-53  season  of  the  Library  Bowling 
League  is  about  to  begin*    But  we  can't 
begin  it  without  you.    How  about  it?  All 
you  have  to  do  to  join  is  get  in  touch  with 
one  of  the  people  listed  belov/  on  or  before 
V/ednesday,  September  17,  1952.    Be  sure  to 
let  us  know  what  night  you  prefer, 

Bernard  F.  Doherty,  Binding  Dept. 
A.  Gertrude  Barry,  Personnel  Office 
Daniel  Yi",  Kelly,  Audio-Visual  Center 
John  T,  Kyle,  Supply  Room 
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CARS  -  Book  Fund  for  Children 

Vacations  are  over,  school  has  begun, 
and  it  "will  soon  be  Christmas  shopping 
tiice* 

Remember  boys  and  girls  abroad  by  con- 
:ributing  to  the  CARE  Book  Fund  for  Chil- 
dreno 

Unless  you  request  it,  your  regular  con- 
tributions to  CARE  do  not  include  the  Book 
Fund  for  Children.  Money  for  this  purpose 
may  be  given  to  your  Children's  Librarian, 
or  sent  to  Jfrs  Benner,  Bookmobile  II • 

Vera  Lehane 
Dorothy  Becker 
J^ildred  Kaufman 
Marie  Benner 

CALLING  ALL  GUIDES 

On  Monday,  September  22,  at  7  00  p.m., 
the  Special  Libraries  Association  will  be 
the  guests  of  the  Boston  Public  Library. 
Following  a  brief  meeting  in  the  Lecture 
Hall,  there  will  be  a  tour  of  the  Open 
Shelf  Department  and  the  Audio-Visual  Cen- 
ter.   Ten  guides  are  needed  for  the  tour. 
If  you  are  willing  to  serve  as  a  guide, 
idll  you  please  notify  Mrs  Muriel  C,  Jave- 
lin, Office  of  the  Division  of  Home  Read- 
ing and  Community  Services,  by  September  ISt 


European  and  British  National  collections* 


BRANCH  NOTES 


Chariest own 

Resignation  of  Mrs  Alice  Riley,  Chil- 
dren's Librarian,  to  accept  a  position  as 
librarian  in  the  Junior  High  School  at 
Wellesley,  Mass.,  is  noted  with  mixed 
feelings.    We  are  happy  for  Mrs  Riley  in 
her  new  positionj  we  are  unhappy  for  our- 
selves, for  Mrs  Riley  will  be  a  real  loss 
from  the  staff  both  professionally  and 
socially. 


DEPART?JSNT  NOTES 

Print  Department 

It  will  be  of  great  interest  to  members 
of  the  staff  that  Arthur  W.  Heintzelman, 
Keeper  of  Prints,  has  been  honored  by  the 
acquisition  of  twenty  of  his  etchings  and 
dry  points  by  the  Metropolitan  J^fuseum  of 
Art,  Nev;  York,  for  its  permanent  collec- 
tion. 

With  these  additional  prints,  the  col- 
lection of  Mr  Heintzelman 's  work  at  the 
Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  is  the  third 
largest  representation  of  his  v^ork  in  the 
United  States,  rarJcing  after  the  Edward  Cc 
Crossett  Collection,    which  is  the  most 
complete,  in  the  Boston  Public  Library, 
and  the  Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts.  His 
^ork  is  in  all  the  most  important  museums 
and  libraries  throughout  the  country,  and 
is  also  included  in  many  of  the 


Dorchester 

Two  members  of  the  staff  were  among  the 
many  B.P.L.  workers  who  took  extended  trips 
during  their  vacations  this  summer,  Mrs 
Beatrice  P.  Frederick,  Children's  Librarian, 
drove  to  Florida  vdth  her  husband  and  her 
mother,  stopping  along  the  way  at  such 
points  of  interest  as  Williamsburg,  St. 
Augustine  and  Daytona  Beach.    Miss  Rose- 
marie  DeSimone,  assistant  in  the  Children's 
Room,  went  with  her  sister  Helen,  of  the 
Book  Stack  Service,  on  a  pilgrimage  to 
St.  Joseph's  Oratory  in  Montreal  and  down 
the  Saguenay  River,  stopping  at  Tadousac, 
Murray  Bay,  St.  Sioeooe'js,  Bagotvitle,  and 
the  Capes.    They  also  visited  Quebec,  the 
Chateau  de  Frontenac,  and  St.  Anne  de 
Beaupre . 

It- 

Mattapan 

The  last  several  weeks  have  been  full  of 
arrivals  and  departures  at  Jfettapan.  Jirs 
Augusta  Rubinstein  and  Miss  Phyllis  Free- 
man returned  from  their  respective  vaca- 
tions, spent  at  opposite  comers  of  the 
North  American  continent,  Florida  and  Lake 
Louise  in  the  Canadian  Rockies.  Miss 
Mldred  Kaufman,  staying  somewhat  closer 
to  home,  spent  part  of  her  vacation  at  the 
dance  festival  at  the  University  of  Connec- 
ticut.   Most  recent  of  the  arrivals,  and 
one  we  are  very  happy  to  be  able  to 
announce,  is  the  return  of  Miss  Scoff  to 
her  duties  as  Branch  Librarian  after  a  four 
months'  illness. 

Two  members  of  our  staff  are  no  longer 
with  us:    Miss  Lillian  Gillis,  one  of  our 
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extras,  has  entered  the  convent  of  the 
Sisters  of  St,  ^Joseph;  and  Mr  Bradford 
Herzog.  vfhose  six  foot,  three-inch  pres- 
ence will  be  Earkedly  missed,  will  be 
teaching  at  Milton  Acaden^To 

On  September  U  and  ^,  the  bookmobile  of 
the  Grolier  Society  Vv-as  parked  outside  the 
Branch J  and  its  content  of  incunabula ^  il- 
lumnated  Lanuscripts,  examples  of  cunei- 
form and  hieroglyphic  writing,  all  beauti- 
fully mounted  and  displayed  to  illustrate 
the  history  and  art  of  the  book,  was  open 
for  public  inspection.    The  Branch  pre- 
pared, in  its  indoor  case^  an  exhibit  of 
Bibles,  prayer  books  and  similar  materials 
in  keeping  with  the  magnificent,  priceless 
collection  outside. 

For  several  years  now,  the  Children's 
Assistant  at  the  Branch  has  held  a  pre- 
school story  hour,  which  has  always  been 
well  attended,  but  vrtiich  this  year,  seems 
to  be  a  record-breaker.    During  the  summer 
(when  the  story  hour  was  not  held),  there 
were  telephone  calls  from  mothers  of  pre- 
school age  children  -  some  from  several 
miles  av.-ay  -  asking  to  enroll  their  boys 
and  girls  in  the  group.    As  a  result  of 
this  unusual,  but  gratifying  experience, 
there  will  be  no  further  announcements  or 
publicizing  of  the  story  hour,  since  there 
are  already  as  many  children  enrolled  as 
can  be  accommodated,  and  this  a  full  month 
before  the  first  story  hour  will  be  held J 
One  other  interesting  aspect  of  these 
story  hours  is  the  effect  they  have  on  the 
mothers  '  reading  habits .    It  v/ould  seem 
that  without  the  incentive  of  taking  their 
children  to  participate  in  story  hours, 
many  of  the  mothers  fail  to  make  the  effor^^ 
to  visit  the  library.    As  one  mother  told 
the  Children's  Librarian,  Miss  Kaufman: 
"I'll  be  glad  whenstory  hour  starts  -  I 
haven't  had  a  thing  to  read  for  months i" 


special  gifts  for  the  boys  and  girls  who 
had  read  the  greatest  number  of  books  dur- 
ing the  summer,  prizes  for  the  winners  of 
various  games  played,  and  awards  for  the 
most  original  costumes.    As  a  finale,  each 
member  was  presented  with  his  Reading  Club 
certificate,  amidst  hearty  applause  for 
the  winners. 

The  highlight  of  the  afternoon  was  the 
surprise  arrival  of  the  Boston  Globe  photo- 
grapher who  took  pictures  of  the  excited 
children  and  thus  saw  to  it  that  they  "made 
the  news",  a  fitting  climax  to  a  happy  day. 


Mount  Bowdoin 

The  circus  came  to  Mount  Bowdoin  Branch 
in  the  form  of  the  annual  Summer  Reading 
Club  costume  party  on  September  5.  Twenty-' 
five  club  members,  dressed  as  gypsies, 
clo\ms,  cowboys,  ballerinas,  and  hobos, 
invaded  the  branch  to  participate  in  games 
songs,  refreshments,  and  general  circus 
festivities,  under  the  supervision  of  Miss 
Marie  Kennedy  and  Mxs  Naomi  Wajme.  The 
activities  came  to  a  close  with  the  eager- 
ly awaited  presentations.    There  were 


Neponset 

On  August  lii,  the  staff  held  a  surprise 
luncheon  for  Miss  Mildred  Presente  to  bid 
her  bon  voyage.    She  and  her  brother  are 
touring  Europe,    We  hope  to  see  her  back 
at  her  desk  about  October  1. 

Mss  Ifedalene  D.  Holt,  Branch  Librarian, 
returned  from  her  European  tour.  I'rom  her 
accounts  and  her  snapshots,  she  surely  had 
a  glorious  timeo 


Parker  Hill 


The  staff  and  her  many  friends  are  happy 
to  learn  that  Mss  Elizabeth  Kernachan  is 
able  to  resume  her  duties  after  an  absence 
of  six  weeks©    She  suffered  a  fall  result- 
ing in  a  fractured  ankle  and  a  sprained 
arm.    Although  she  is  not  entirely  recov- 
ered, she  is  resuming  her  duties,  and  it 
is  our  sincere  wish  that  it  will  not  be 
long  before  she  is  entirely  well  again. 


Roslindale 

On  August  30,  Mrs  Josephine  Shaw  sailed 
with  her  husband  to  Paris,  France,where 
they  will  spend  a  year  v;hile  he  continues 
his  studies  in  music.    Ifeny  friends  and 
relatives  were  at  the  ship  to  see  them  off c. 
Mrs  Shaw  was  honored  on  August  ^  by  her 
co-workers  with  a  dinner  at  Newbury's  Steak 
House  where  she  v/as  presented  with  a  bon 
voyage  gift  of  a  fan  made  of  dollar  bills, 
Mrs  Shaw  has  endeared  herself  to  all  her 
associated  and  will  be  greatly  missed.  We 
all  wish  her  the  greatest  of  happiness  in 
her  new  venture. 


;  1 
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Test  End 

Mrs  Marcela  Avencena,  Librarian  of  the 
National  Teachers  College  of  Manila, 
Phillipine  Islands,  recently  visited  the 
Branch  Library.    This  vras  a  true  busman's 
holiday.    Our  charming  visitor  was  de- 
lighted vj-ith  the  history  and  historic  sig- 
rdficance  of  our  particular  library 
setting  and  tremendously  interested  in 
branch  library  techjiique  and  special  as- 
pects of  human  relations  work  as  manifest- 
ed at  this  branch.    Quite  unexpectedly  we 
gave  her  an  exciting  thrill.    Since  West 
End  Branch  is  a  voting  place  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  she  saw  for  the  first  time  an 
American  voting  machine.    She  was  quite 
overcome  by  this  discovery,  which  she  said 
nas  a  sharp  contrast  to  voting  methods  em- 
ployed in  the  Phillipines, 


Another  foreign  visitor  was  Miss  Hanna 
Ifeinlein,  German  social  service  worker  and 
a  guest  of  the  United  States  State  Depart- 
ment Division  of  Labor,  who  has  been  tour- 
ing the  United  States  for  three  months. 
The  finishing  touches  of  her  American 
visit  were  properly  climaxed  in  Boston, 
irtiere  she  was  the  g^aest  of  Miss  Goldstein, 
who,  in  addition  to  her  Library  visits, 
piloted  her  to  historic  and  cultural  spots 
in  and  around  Boston  and  introduced  her  to 
a  pot  of  Boston  baked  beans  and  brown 
bread, T*iich  she  said  were  "very  nice." 


Various  exhibits  borrowed  from  the  Chil- 
dren's Museum  had  whetted  the  curiosity  of 
several  of  the  young  West  End  patrons  so 
that  it  was  an  eager  dozen  children  who 
traveled  with  Mrs  Lewis  on  Saturday  after- 
jQOon,  August  305to  view  the  movies  and  dis- 
plays always  available  there. 


An  average  of  iih  books  was  read  by  each 
of  the  winners  of  the  West  End  Branch  Sum- 
mer Reading  Club  "Holiday  in  Boston". 
Special  prize  books  were  awarded  to  Mary 
Alessi,  Frances  Jaworski,  Hugh  Mattison  and 
Robert  Morello  at  a  program  in  the  Chil- 
dren's Room,  Saturday  morning,  September  13c 
Each  participant  received  a  lovely  booklet 
of  HISTORIC  BOSTON  in  addition  to  a  folder 
of  colored  photos  of  Boston  landmarks.  The 
group  was  allowed  the  special  privilege  of 
touring  the  "}.fystery  Room"    and  of  viewing 
the  city  from  the  Tower  Room  of  the  West 
End  Branch,  whose  present  building  dates 
back  to  180^, 

As  a  follow-up  to  the  summer  programs, 
all  children  who  had  read  at  least  5  books 
were  invited  to  take  part  in  trips  to  the 
Museum  of  Science  and  to  the  Society  for 
the  Preservation  of  New  England  Antiquities, 
better  known  as  the  Governor  Otis  House o 
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West  End  has  added  a  baby  to  the  Staff* 
Mr  Hugo  Bedau,  an  assistant  at  the  West 
End  Branch,  is  the  proud  father  of  a  baby 
girl,  Lauren,  born  August  27. 


The  Camp  Fire  Girls  of  the  West  End 
Branch,  under  the  guidance  of  Mrs  J^Iargaret 
Lewis  of  the  Children's  Room,  were  able  to 
have  fun  during  the  summer  despite  the 
curtailment  of  their  regular  meetings*, 
They  attended  the  movie  of  ROBIN  HOOD  and 
went  on  picnics  to  Revere  Beach  and  Hough- 
ton's Pond^ 


SOAP  BOX 


Any  contribution  to  the  Soap  Box  must  be 
accompanied  by  the  full  name  of  the  Asso- 
ciation member  submitting  it,  together 
with  the  name  of  the  Branch  Library,  De- 
jpartment,  or  Office  in  which  he  or  she  is 
employed.    The  name  is  ivithheld  from  pub- 
lication, or  a  pen  name  used,  if  the  con- 
tributor so  requests  0    Anonymous  contribu- 
tions are  not  given  consideration.  The 
author  of  the  article  is  kncrwn  only  to  the 
contributor  and  to  the  Editor-in-Chief » 
The  contents  of  articles  appearing  in  the 
Soap  Box  are  personal  opinions  expressed 
by  individual  Association  members  and  their 
appearance  does  not  necessarily  indicate 
tliat  the  Publications  Committee  and  the 
Association  are  in  agreement  with  the  vievre 
expressed. 
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To  the  Soap  Box: 

As  chairman  of  the  origi- 
nal Organization  Committee  and  first  presi- 
dent of  the  Boston  Public  Library  Profes- 
sional Staff  Association,  I  have  more  than 
a  passing  interest  in  the  Association  and 
in  its  official  publication  The  Question 
Iferk, 

Some  of  the  contributions  to  the  "Soap 
Box*'  have  become  so  personal  and  at  times 
so  defamatory  that  I  should  like  to  point 
out  to  the  members  of  the  Association  in 
general  and  to  the  Editor  of  The  Question 
Mark  in  particular,  that  contributions  of 
this  sort  have  no  place  in  our  official 
publication. 

The  "Soap  Box"  vras  instituted  as  a  means 
of  exchange  of  ideas  between  members  of 
the  staff  on  topics  dealing  with  profes- 
sional matters.    When  the  first  "Soap  Box" 
appeared  in  the  April  19U6  issue  of  The 
Question  ^krk  it  was  requested  that  con- 
tributors "observe  ordinary  good  taste." 

Some  of  the  letters  that  have  appeared 
recently  in  the  "Soap  Box"  have  been  un- 
ethical, unprofessional,  and  utterly  lack- 
ing in  good  taste.    '-Ve  hope  that  the  Edi- 
tor vdll  be  more  discriminating  in  the  fu- 
ture. 

It  is  up  to  the  Editor  and  her  committee 
to  keep  the  high  tone  and  professional 
standards  m.th  which  we  began.    The  Editor 
is  under  no  obligation  to  accept  or  to 
publish  material  of  a  derogatory  nature. 
In  fact,  it  is  one  of  the  responsibilities 
of  the  Editor  to  see  that  personal  gripes 
and  attacks  are  kept  out  of  our  publica- 
tion.   The  "Soap  Box"  was  never  intended 
to  be  used  as  a  means  of  venting  personal 
spleen. 

It  has  long  been  my  observation  that 
members  of  the  staff  who  spend  their  time 
doing  their  job  to  the  best  of  their 
ability  and  those  who  work  with  the  public 
who  try  to  give  the  very  best  possible 
service  have  no  time  or  occasion  for  per- 
sonal gripes  or  complaints. 

Instead  of  tearing  down  and  causing  ill 
will  let  us  put  our  emphasis  and  energies 
on  building  up.    Cooperation  denotes  a 
healthy  state  of  mind  and  is  an  excellent 
morale  builder.    As  professional  members 
of  the  staff  let  us  be  a\ia.re  of  our 
responsibilities  and  loyalty  both  to  our 
Association  and  to  the  institution  which 
we  serve. 

Bradford  M.  Hill 


As  a  member  of  the  Editorial  Board  of 
The  Question  Mark,  I  wish  to  say  that  Miss 
Peck,  Editor  of  The  Question  Mark,  is  not 
■solely  responsible  for  selecting  the 
letters  which  are  to  be  placed  in  the  "Soap 
Box".    All  material  to  be  included  in  The 
Question  Mark  is  considered  by  each  member 
of  the  editorial  board  at  its  monthly  meet- 
ing*   On  occasion,  the  board  has  voted  to 
reject  letters  which  seemed  of  a  personal 
nature  and  not  of  interest  to  the  Associa- 
tion in  general.    On  one  occasion.  Miss 
Peck  even  came  in  on  her  day  off  to  get  the 
opinion  of  board  members  concerning  "Soap 
Box"  contributions.    During  the  tenure  of 
the  present  editorial  board,  a  poll  has 
been  taken  of  personal  attacks  appearing 
in  the  "Soap  Box*"    Out  of  78  letters  to 
the  "Soap  Box"  since  February,  there  have 
been  11  "attacks"  -  12  if  one  considers 
iir  Hill's  letter  an  attack  on  the  editor* 
The  greater  part  of  these  11  letters  bore 
reference  to  the  curtailment  of  Sunday 
Service. 

I  should,  also,  like  to  refer  our  reader's 
to  f.Iiss  Peck's  editorial  in  the  July  issue 
of  The  Question  Mark. 

George  Pahud 

■» 

Editor's  Note; 

The  following  letter  refers 
to  an  article  in  the  Boston  Sunday  Post, 
August  2ki  1952.    For  the  benefit  of  those 
staff  members  who  did  not  see  the  article, 
it  is  here  quoted  in  its  entirety? 

"  'RED'  BOOK  OFF  HUB'S  SHELVES 

Won't  Be  Allowed  in  Open  Section  of  Library 

"The  controversial  text  book  with  articles 
allegedly  favorable  to  Russia,  which  has 
been  banned  by  the  IVorcester  school  depart- 
ment, will  be  removed  from  the  open  shelves 
of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  it  was  re- 
vealed last  night. 

"  'Thus  Be  It  Ever '  was  in  the  open  shelf 
section  of  the  main  library  in  Copley  Sq. 
Lee  M«  Friedman,  president  of  the  library 
board  of  trustees,  said  it  would  not  be 
left  on  the  open  shelves.    It  was  indicated 
the  book  would  be  filed  away  in  a  remote 
spot  in  the  library. 

"Chairman  Isadore  H.Y.  Muchnick  of  the 
Boston  school  committee,  said  that  Hub  of- 
ficials 7J-ill  make  a  survey  to  determine 
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if  the  book  is  being  used  in  this  city's 
school  rooms.    Ihny  other  Bay  State  li- 
braries and  school  departments  will  be 
checked  to  determine  if  the  book  is  in 
circulation, 

"The  Worcester  School  Department  claims 
the  book  contains  statements  favorable  to 
Russia.    It  is  a  collection  of  essays, 
articles  and  poems,  many  by  noted  Ameri- 
cans of  the  past. 

"Two  articles  have  been  found  objection- 
able.    'The  Voice  of  Fighting  Russia'  was 
written  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hewlett  Johnson 
of  Canterbury,  England,  the  'Red  Dean. ' 
Another  article  which  aroused  the  ire  of 
school  officials  is  'The  United  Nations  - 
United  for  War  and  After. '    It  urges  this 
country  to  help  Russia  and  other  World 
War  II  Allies. 

"President  Friedman  of  the  Boston  Public 
Library  Board  of  trustees  explained  that 
a  large  public  library  has  to  have  books 
which  show  the  various  sides  of  history. 

"■'We  have  to  have  books  showing  all  sides 
of  all  kinds  of  questions  for  scholars  and 
historical  records,'  he  pointed  out»  'But 
we  don't  have  controversial  books  for 
general  circulation  to  the  public.'" 

The  Editorial  Board  of  The  Question  llark 
is  of  the  opinion  that  this  is  a  serious 
matter  which  should  receive  the  attention 
of  the  Soston  Public  Library  Professional 
Staff  Association.    Fe  v;ish  to  go  on 
record  as  endorsing  the  letter  printed 
below. 

To  the  Editor: 

A  recent  press  announcement 
and  its  concomitant  frightening  implica- 
tions should  well  have  raised  a  clamor 
within  and  without  library  walls o  The 
stir  was  lacking.    Summer-time  lassitude 
and  all  thato    As  a  librarian  and  as  a 
member  of  the  American-style  community  I 
cannot  resist  raising  my  ovm  small  noise  a 
A  matter  of  one  book,  removal  of  one  cata- 
logue card,  loss  of  one  small  grain  of 
freedom  -  one  act  which  sets  the  precedence 
for  how  many  more  acts  of  dogmatism,  care- 
lessness, and  pseudo-vigilance.    I  speak 
of  the  recent  announcement  by  Mr  Friedman, 
president  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  that  a 
certain  book  would  be  relegated  to  a  dis- 
tant corner  of  the  library,  that  the  li- 
brary did  not  contain  books  of  a  contro- 
versial nature  on  its  shelves. 
What  was  this  book?    A  philosopher  ad- 


vocating the  overthrow  of  the  democratic 
system?    A  book  imbued  with  corrupting 
influences?    V/e  have  a  right  to  know.  The 
book  resided  among  us  so  innocuously,  so 
harmlessly  for  some  ten  years  that  many  of 
us  are  unfamiliar  with  the  dragon  virtually 
yanked  from  our  midst o    Find  the  distant 
corner  of  the  library,  find  the  book J 

At  a  time  in  19U2  when  young  lads  v/ere 
crossing  oceans  and  donning  weapons  for  a 
threatening  global  conflict,  many  wondered 
what  it  was  all  about,  wondered  about  the 
proverbial  struggle  and  the  proverbial 
freedoms    Lawyers,  teachers,  students, 
militarists,  poets  gave  their  answers,  each 
in  his  own  manner  of  expression.  There 
came  forth  a  virtual  panegyric  of  freedom, 
of  basic  human  rights »    The  book  Thus  Be 
It  Ever  represents  an  anthology  of  voices 
praising  man's  rights  -  voices  of  the  pres- 
ent and  voices  still  heard  down  the  ages. 
There  is  Roosevelt's  Four  Freedoms,  Peri- 
cles' Funeral  Oration,  Christ's  Sermon  on 
the  Mount,  Thomas  Paine  speaking  on  free- 
dom, poems  by  Millay  -  all  in  all  some 
eighty  odd  voices.    And  amid  these  exalted 
names  one  man,  Hewlitt  Johnson,  chooses 
the  cause  of  Russia  over  Fascism.    In  a 
tv;o  page  description  of  the  Russo-German 
conflict  of  ideologies,  Johnson  prefers 
Russia o    For  the  Red  Dean's  acknowledged 
personal  views  honestly  expressed  in  just 
a  few  pages,  v^e  remove  an  entire  anthology! 

'/?hat  does  this  mean?    l^^ere  are  we  head- 
ing?   A  series  of  questions  cry  out  for 
answer©    Does  the  library's  censorship 
indicate  that  vre  are  less  democratic  than 
England?    The  most  Rev,  Geoffrey  Fisher, 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  commenting  on 
the  "Red  Dean"  said  recently  that  Mr  John- 
son is  an  admitted  "nuisance",  but  one  of 
the  '^prices  we  pay  for  freedom"  c 

Question  two:    Do  we  employ  the  same 
principles  in  book  selection  for  adults 
which  the  Worcester  schools  employ  for 
children?    Mr  Friedman's  action  followed 
that  of  the  Worcester  schools,  not  that  of 
the  Worcester  Public  Libraryo    Such  an  act 
of  book-banning  negates  the  very  purpose 
of  a  public  library.    Men  are  encouraged 
through  the  library  to  expand  their  think- 
ing, their  knowledge,  to  differentiate 
logically  betvreen  right  and  wrongc    To  re- 
move the  opportunity  to  use  logic  and 
judgment  is  to  deny  our  belief  in  the  use- 
fulness, the  fulfillment  of  purpose  of  the 
public  library] 

Last  question;  Does  the  president  of  the 
trustees  formulate  the  book  selection  poll- 
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cies  of  the  library?    And  are  we  to  sup*» 
pose  that  the  presence  »f  Thus  Be  It  Ever 
on  library  shelves  for  the  past  ten  years 
indicates  laxity  of  the  part  of  librarians 
or  of  previous  presidents  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees 2    Is  such  an  act  of  censorship 
accomplished  with  the  concurrence  of  all 
the  trustees  and  the  director?    Ten  years 
ago  we  were  Russia's  allies  and  consequent- 
ly our  hopes  were  higher  in  the  diplomatic 
sense  than  they  are  today,    Allan  Nevins, 
eminent  historian  says  in  a  passage  from 
Thus  Be  It  Ever,  as  he  expresses  pride  in 
members  of  the  United  Nations:  "The 
Soviet  System  has  been  sharply  criticized* 
But  the  devotion  of  the  Russian  people  is 
proof  enough  that  it  is  ribbed  with  fine 
elements,"    Are  we  to  condemn  the  book  and 
the  man  for  fostering  such  hope  a  decade 
ago?    Does  the  removal  of  the  book  mean 
that  we  change  our  collection  as  frequent- 
ly as  we  change  our  foreign  policy? 

It  is  ironic  that  of  all  books,  this 
symphony  of  freedom  should  be  the  first! 
We  find  herein  Thomas  Paine  saying,  "What 
we  obtain  too  cheap  vve  esteem  too  lightly; 
it  is  dearness  only  that  gives  everything 
its  value,"    And  that  which  is  dear  and 
hard  gained  may  slip  elusively,  quietly 
away  as  a  little  thing  -  the  censorship 
of  one  book  perhaps  -  and  then  one  day 
lost  entirely.    In  an  essay  on  citizenship 
we  find  these  words  by  Roger  Holmes,  "It 
is  your  privilege  to  defend  your  neighborb 
right  to  write  and  publish  what  he  pleases 
on  controversial  issues."    Who  but  li- 
brarians should  be  shouting  the  first  de- 
fense! 

John  Milton  summed  up  the  problem  of 
censorship  satisfactorily  in  these  v/-ords : 
"If  it  be  true,  that  a  vrLse  man  like  a 
good  refiner  can  gather  gold  out  of  the 
drossest  volume,  and  that  a  fool  vrLll  be 
a  fool  vrLth  the  best  book,  yea,  or  without 
a  book  J  why  should  we  deprive  a  v;ise  man 
of  advantage  to  his  v/isdom,  while  we  seek 
to  restrain  from  a  fool,  that  v^hich  being 
restrained  will  be  no  hindrance  to  his 
folly." 

While  }Jilton'3  Are opagitica  cowers  on 
the  shelf  and  The  Prince,  the  Communist 
Manifesto  and  Mein  Kam[pf  look  embarrassed, 
I  ask  in  closing:    Since  when  have  v^e  had 
no  controversial  books  on  open  shelves? 

Jane  Manthorne 
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mm  RELATIONS  BOOK  FAIR  I 

What  is  believed  to  be  the  first  Human  i 
Relations  Book  Fair  in  the  United  States  j 
nas  held  in  the  new  Children's  Section  of  | 
the  Open  Shelf  Department  of  the  Central  i 
Library  on  October  2  through  5«  The  ac*-  ! 
tive  cooperation  and  untiring  efforts  of  j 
a  large  number  of  staff  members,  together  j 
with  the  aid  and  encouragement  of  a  Plan-  . 
ming  Committee  of  interested  teachers  and  \ 
llbrariaris,  resulted  in  one  of  the  most  ■ 
successful  educational  ventures  -andertaken  i 
by  the  Library  in  recent  years.  ! 

The  term  "Human  Relations"  was  interpret^, 
ed  in  its  broadest  ?ense.    Using  as  a  gen-, 
eral  theme,  Vfhen  Peoples  I'eet,  books  for  I 
adults,  young  adults  and  children  on  the  i 
individual  and  hie  relationships  with  his  i 
family,  his  community,  his  job,  his  coun-  ; 
try,  and  the  world,  were  attractively  dis-: 
played.    Still  another  group  included  some 
of  the  basic  books  in  the  fields  These 
books,  lent  by  the  publishers,  were  selectrn 
ed  and  arranged  by  Miss  Edna  Peck,  Chief 
of  Beck  Selection  and  the  three  Readers  i 
Advisers  in  the  Eivision  of  Home  Reading 
Services*    Artistic  signs,  the  work  of  the' 
Exhibits  Office,  called  attention  to  the  ! 
various  sections  of  the  displays  Pamphlets 
and  pesters  were  lent  by  the  American  Jew- 
ish Committee,  the  Anti-Cefamraation  League  I 
of  B'nai  Brith,  the  Civic  Fducaticn  Pro-  j 
Ject,  and  the  National  Conference  of  Chris -i- 
tians  and  Jews,    Reading  lists,  prepared 
by  the  three  Readers  Advisers  were  printed 
by  the  Printing  Department,  which,  togetla- : 
er  with  the  Binding  Department,  made  an 
all-out  effort  to  have  the  lists  ready  for 
distribution  at  the  Book  Fairo 

Staff  members  of  the  Open  Shelf  Depart- 
Jtent  and  Young  People's  Room  were  on  duty 
in  the  Children's  Section  during  the  four 
days,    Cn  Friday  som.e  six  hundred  Individ-' 
^als  were  recorded  as  visiting  the  display. 


but  accurate  attendance  figures  for  the  en- 
tire Fair  were  impossible  because  of  the 
large  number  of  visitors,  some  of  whom 
browsed  for  only  a  short  time,  while  others 
lingered  to  read  a  book  or  pamphlet »  The 
advantage  of  having  the  Fair  adjacent  to 
the  Open  Shelf  Department  was  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  practically  all  Open  Shelf 
copies  of  the  books  on  display  were  circu- 
lated, and  many  reserves  were  taken  for 
titles  in  the  display. 

At  the  opening  of  the  Fair  on  Thursday 
evening,  greetings  were  brought  from  the 
three  co-operating  groups  -  The  National 
Conference  of  Christians  and  Jews,  the 
Boston  Public  Schools,  and  the  Independent 
Schools  of  Boston.    Monsignor  Francis  J. 
Lally,  now  the  Editor-in-Chief  of  The  Pilot, 
delivered  the  keynote  address.  Other 
speakers  at  the  three  adult  meetings  in- 
cluded Professor  Hugh  Cabot  of  Harvard  Uni- 
versity, Professor  Mary  Ellen  Goodman  of 
Wellesley  College,  Professor  Wayland 
Vaughan  of  Boston  University,  Dr  Henry  Jo 
Cadbury,  Chairman  of  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee,  Stefan  Lorant,  author 
and  Professor  M,  F,  Ashley-Montagu  of  Rut- 
gers University.    All  of  the  speakers  are 
either  authors  of  Human  Relations  books  or 
are  doing  active  work  in  the  field.    Two  of 
the  adult  meetings  were  held  in  the  new 
Children's  section  which  offered  an  oppor- 
txinity  for  members  of  the  audience  to  meet 
the  speakers  and  to  examine  the  books  on 
display.    The  sudden  change  from  the  Lec- 
ture Hall  could  not  have  been  accomplished 
without  the  help  of  the  staffs  of  the 
Buildings  Department,  the  Open  Shelf  De- 
partment, and  the  Audio-Visual  Center,  all 
of  7/hom  vforked  with  such  good  will  that 
chairs  were  available  for  the  waiting  audi- 
ence with  but  little  delay. 

At  the  Young  Adults '  meeting  on  Friday 
afternoon,  Mrs  Rachel  Baker,  author  of 
books  for  young  adults,  and  Miss  Basilla 
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feilan.  Executive  Director  of  the  Cambridge* 
Youth  Project,  captivated  their  audience. 
Following  the  meeting  in  the  Lecture  Hall, 
the  group  adjo^jrned  to  the  Little  Theatre 
to  participate  in  a  discussion  based  on 
the  film  How  to  Say  No» 

Seme  two  hvndred  and  fifty  children  at- 
teni^eJ  the  caturdav  morning  program* 
jroups  from  Branch  Libraries,  Scout  Troups 
Parochial  Schools,  Settlement  Houses,  etc., 
enjoyed  hearing  Mrs  Florence  Hayes,  chil- 
dren's author  J  vratched  with  fascination  as 
Miss  Althea  Karr  did  chalk  dra-.vings  of 
Indians;  joined  in  singing  the  songs  from 
the  film  Sin^  a  Song  of  Friendship;  and 
listened  enthralled  to  one  of  Lir  John  J. 
Cronan's  stories. 

During  the  day,  on  Friday  and  Saturday, 
Human  Relations  films  were  shown  in  the 
Little  Theatre,    On  Friday  the  number  of  j 
viewers  was  increased  by  the  visit  to  the  ) 
Library  of  approximately  one  hundred  stu-  ; 
dents  from  the  Girls  Trade  High  School,  j 
each  of  whom  viewed  at  least  two  short  ' 
films.    Some  of  these  young  people  had 
never  before  been  to  the  Library,    Ivlany  of 
them  registered  for  Library  cards.  This 
Tfas  only  one  of  several  groups  vriiich 
visited  the  Book  Fair.    On  Saturday  over 
one  hundred  and  fifty  adults  saw  at  least  ; 
one  film.    Recent  bookings  of  Human  Rela-  ' 
tions  Films  indicate  use  of  the  mimeo-  } 
graphed  film  list  which  was  prepared  in  | 
connection  with  the  Book  Fair. 

There  was  noteworthy  publicity  for  the 
Fair.    Mj:  Edward  C.  Connelly,  Jr.,  presi- 
dent of  Donnelly  Sign  Company,  contributed 
a  very  large  poster  vihich  was  advantageous- 
ly displayed  at  the  corner  of  Tremont  and 
Boylston    Streets.    Ibr  Francis  Hurwitz  of 
the  National  CorJ.'erence  of  Christians  and 
Jews  furnished  several  notices  to  the  lo- 
cal and  m^etropolitan  papers  so  that  there 
was  an  unusual  amount  of  newspaper  public- 
ity.   Posters  vrere  distributed  to  stores, 
churches,  settlement  houses,  social  ser- 
vice agencies,  libraries,  and  schools  ^(Vith 
the  help  of  staff  members  of  the  Branch 
Libraries.    Vfith  the  aid  of  the  Office  of 
Records,  Files,  Statistics,  mim^eographed 
notices  v^ere  sent  to  other  groups  and  or- 
ganizations.   Necessarily  much  of  the  work 
connected  ^with  the  Book  Fair  was  handled 
in  the  Office  of  the  Division  of  Home 
Reading  and  Community  Services. 

Although  every  one  breathed  a  sigh  of 
relief  at  six  o'clock  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
we  vfere  all  convinced  that  the  results  had 
been  well  worth  the  effort  which  had  gone 


into  the  planning  and  carrying  out  of  the 
Book  Fair.  Certainly  the  aim  of  the  Fair 
was  realized,  namely,  to  make  more  people 
in  the  community  aware  of  books,  pamphlets, 
and  motion  pictures  in  the  field  of  Human 
Relations. 

?Omjm  EMPLOYEE  ^.HNS  MODEL  GIFT  HOME 

John  Jo  Kelley,  Jr.,  transferred  about 
two  weeks  ago  from  the  Supply  Room  at  the 
Library  to  the  Public  Buildings  Department 
at  City  Hall,  was  the  wirjier  of  the  :!pU0,000 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  model  gift  home, 
the  grand  prize  at  the  New  England  Food 
Exposition  in  the  Commonwealth  Armory. 
Although  the  award  was  made  in  the  name  of 
his  father,  the  lucky  ticket  was  one  of 
two  which  had  been  purchased  by  Mr  Kelley, 
Jr. 

VISITOR 

Dr  Hassan  Mahmoud,  Controller  General  of 
Libraries,  Fouad  I  University,  Cairo, 

Egypt. 

-5H«<-{vS;-$H{-!f-;Hf 

MRS  JA^fELIN  TALKS  AT  CITY  HOSPITAL 

On  Monday  afternoon,  September  29,  Mrs 
Muriel  C.  Javelin,  Denuty  Supervisor  in 
Charge  of  Work  with  Adults,  spoke  on  the 
Library's  work  with  the  senior  Adult  (the 
adult  sixty  years  of  age  or  over)  at  a 
class  session  of  student  nurses  at  the 
Boston  City  Hospital.    The  class  hour  was 
concluded  with  a  showing  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture Life  v/ith  Grandpa  from  the  Library's 
film  collection, 

-;h<-^h<-;!"!HK8;-k- 

BEST  m3mS 
for  a 
SPEEDY  RECOVERY 
to 

Miss  Jean  B,  Lay,  Catalog  and  Classifica- 
tion Departmient,  Division  of  Home  Reading 
and  Comimunity  Services. 

!Zr  William  Fo  Quinn,  Buildings  Department, 

■5^-«-;;--)H«H«-;!-s'r-x--;;-  • 
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PERSONAL  NOTES 


Resignations 


Harriet  'A',  Balcom,  School  Issue  Depart- 
mpnt,  to  live  in  Vermont. 

Alden  ?,  Caldwell,  Book  Stack  Service, 
to  attend  school  in  New  York. 

Marie  T.  Croiiin,  -"'est  Roxbury,  to  live  id 
New  Jersey.  I 

Doris  N,  French,  School  Issue  Department,! 
to  accept  a  position  in  the  Pasadena  Public' 
Library  and  to  study  at  the  University  of  | 
Southern  California  Library  School. 

lirs  M.  Patricia  Gillis,  Office,  Division 
of  Home  Reading  and  Conminity  Services,  to 
remain  at  home. 

Mrs  -iary  L»  Harrington,  Information 
Office,  to  remain  at  home. 

Mrs  Helen  M.  McGah,  Cataloging  and  Clas- 
sification Department  for  Home  Reading  Ser- 
vices, to  accept  another  position. 

Mrs  Alice  A,  Marcoux,  Bookmobile  I,  be- 
cause of  ill  health, 

Jeanne tte  A.  Pepin,  Tyler  Street  Reading 
Room,  to  accept  a  position  as  Librarian  in 
the  East  Boston  High  School, 

Frederick  F,  Powers,  Kirstein  Business 
Branch,  to  attend  theological  school, 

Charles  0,  Ruddy,  Book  Stack  Service,  to 
attend  Boston  College, 

Mrs  Eunice  R,  V/alker,  Memorial,  to  accept 
a  position  at  Harvard  Medical  School  Li-  j 
brary. 

Transfers  in  Branch  S7fstem 

Christine  J,  Celia,  from  Dorchester  to 
City  Point. 

Urs  Barbara  C.  Elam,  from  Jeffries  Point 
to  South  End. 

Lois  G.  Goddard,  from  Adams  Street,  to 
Jeffries  Point, 

Carmella  0,  Lemon,  from  Allston  to  Mem- 
orial. 

Julia  A.  Lenzi,  from  Mattapan  to  Adams 
Street. 

Mrs  l^Jargaret  M,  Sagar,  from  Dorchester 
to  Hyde  Park. 

}(rs  Gloria  S.  Seidenberg,  from  South  End 
to  Chariest own. 

i-Irs  Naomi  Lo  Y/ayne,  from  Mt.  Bowdoin  to 
Codman  Square, 

Returned  from.  Military  Leave 

B,  Joseph  O'Neil,  Periodical  and  News- 
paper Department* 


Retired 

Patrick  A.  Kennedy,  Senior  Building  Cus- 
todian, after  U6  years  of  service. 

STORK  EVENTS 

The  latest  member  to  be  added  to  the 
Buchanan  clan  -  Tom  and  Jean  branch  -  is 
Bradford  Scott,  whose  9  lbs,  as  of  Septen>- 
ber  l5,  1952,  made  a  most  desirable  addi- 
tion to  the  clan.    Bradford's  mother  v/as 
a  former  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Codman 
Square  Branch  Library, 


Mr  and  Firs  Daniel  Ahern  have  decided  that 
Katherine  Ann,  who  arrived  at  Richardson 
House  on  September  18,  19^2,  is  destined 
to  be  the  pin-up  girl  of  1970.    Mrs  Ahern 
T/as  a  fornier  member  of  the  History  Depart- 
ment. 


Add  to  the  roster  of  Library  babies  the 
name  of  Pierre  Foret,  Jr»,  born  Septem- 
ber 22,  1952,  to  Pierre  and  Jeanne  Foret 
of  Hyde  Park.    Mrs  Foret  is  the  assistant 
in  the  Children's  Room  at  J/Iattapan  Branch 
Library. 


Catherine  ?.fa.rgaret,  daughter  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  George  IT.  Nitchie,  came  to  Boston  at 
the  Lying-in  Hospital,  September  2k,  19$2» 
Her  6  lbs.  11  ozs.  made  a  fine  addition  to 
the  gallery  of  library  babies.    Mrs  Nitchie 
was  formerly  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the 
General  Reference  Department. 


Roger  William  (3)  and  Laurene  (2)  DiRos- 
ario  are  fascinated  by  Paul  LeRoy,  ^  lbs« 
13  ozs.,  who  joined  the  family  on  Septem- 
ber 29,  1952 o    The  children's  father  is 
William  Di  Rosario,  Science  and  Technology 
Department* 

CARE 

Congratulations  to  the  CARE  Committee 
for  supplying  the  appealing  contribution 
boxes.    They  should  help  to  svrell  our  of- 
ferings toward  this  worthy  cause. 


mSS  GCRFAM  HONORED 

The  Cataloging  and  Classification  De- 
partment of  the  Division  of  Reference  and 
Research  Services  always  knew  Katherine 
Gorham  ^«as  a  sterling  person^,  but  on  Octo- 
ber second,  she  became  pure  gold  when  she 
celebrated  her  fiftieth  anniversary  as  a 
worker  in  the  department.    Her  fellow  cat- 
alogers  took  this  golden  opportunity  to 
present  her  v.dth  a  gold  circlet  set  with 
pearls.    Flovfers  and  a  specially  designed 
booklet  made  up  in  the  Binding  and  Print- 
ing departments  in  her  honor  accompanied 
the  gift. 

ALUMNAE  NOTES 

For  the  fifth  consecutive  year  the 
weathernan  has  cooperated  by  furnishing  a 
beautiful  day,  September  27,  and  80  Not- 
tinghill  Road,  Brighton,  has  furnished  the 
ideal  setting  for  the  annual  Alumnae  Tea, 
Miss  Edith  Guerrier,  as  hostess,  was  as- 
sisted by  the  same  ''caterers"  who  have 
served  vrLth  her  in  previous  years. 

Those  present  were;    The  l»dsses  Kath- 
erine Fo  Albert,  Mary  E,  Ames-j  M,  Florence 
Cufflin,  Clara  L,  Maxwell,  Ifergaret  I, 
MxGovern,  Elizabeth  B,  Ross,  Mary  M,  Sulli' 
van,  and  Rebecca  E.  ^'fillis.    Previous  en- 
gagements mde  it  im.possible  for  the  fol- 
lowing to  attend:    Mesdames  Ada  A,  Andel- 
nan,  Edith  H.  Bailey,  and  ilargaret  C. 
Donaghue,  Misses  Alice  M,  Jordan,  Beatrice 
C,  Maguire,  Christine  Hayes,  Carrie  L, 
Morse,  Katherine  S,  Rogan,  and  Geneva 
V/atsona 

After  delicious  refreshments  were  enjoy- 
ed by  all,  and  her  82nd  birthday  cake  had 
been  cut  by  the  hostess,  lAiss  Virginia 
Haviland  showed  pictures  of  her  19^2  trip 
to  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Virgin  Isles, 

S.M.U. 

Miss  Margaret  I.  McGovem,  Branch  Librar- 
ian, Emeritus,  left  for  Florida  early  in 
October,  and  will  make  her  home  for  the 
present  at  Ul8  Hibiscus  Street,  West  Palm 
Beach, 


Friends  of  the  late  Ifrs  Bertha  V.  Hart- 
zell  will  be  interested  to  know  that  her 
son,  Dr  Carl  Hartzell,  has  accepted  the 
position  as  Dean  of  Cornell  College  in 
lo^A'a, 

Two  alumnae  have  made  contributions  to 
The  Question  Mark  totaling  six  dollars. 
One  contribution  was  given  with  the  verbal 
comment:     "with  many  thanks  for  The  Ques- 
tion Mark" :    the  other  was  sent  by  mail, 
with  the  following  comment:    "I  look  forward 
to  the  arrival  of  "The  Question  Jferk" 
every  month,    I  find  it  very  interesting, 
as  it  keeps  me  in  touch  with  B.P.L,  news 
and  affairs.    In  appreciation  I  am  enclos- 
ing a  small  contribution,  which  I  hope  the 
Publications  Committee  will  accept," 

Editor's  Note:    The  Publications  Committee 
accepts,  vri.th  thanks, 

•ef-;H;-ji-;f-;H{-)HHf 

Editor's  Note 

In  Accordance  with  the  minutes  of  the 
Ivlay  23,  1952,  business  meeting  of  the 
Association,  the  following  report  is  print- 
■  ed  in  The  Question  ?Jarko 

REPORT  ON  THE  19^2 
BERTHA  V.  HARTZELL  MEMORIAL  LECTURE 

Since  the  May  19^2  Question  ?Jark  contains 
Mrs  Beck's  very  able  account  of  the  Second 
Bertha  V,  Hartzell  Memorial  Lecture,  de- 
livered by  Miss  Flora  B,  Ludington,  on 
May  2,  19^2,  this  report  will  be  confined 
to  the  work  of  the  Committee  during  1951- 
1952, 

The  Committee  was  finally  organized  by 
February,  1952,  with  the  following  members: 
Geraldine  S,  Herrick,  Esther  J,  Leonard, 
Dorothy  P,  Shaw,  Gladys  White,    Because  of 
schedule  variations,  it  v/as  never  possible 
for  all  committee  members  to  meet  together. 
However,  one  meeting  of  a  majority  was  held, 
and  the  Chairman  kept  in  touch  v/ith  all  by 
telephone  and  by  correspondence.  After 
considering  several  possible  themes  for  the 
lecture,  the  Committee  decided  to  have  it 
based  on  some  phase  of  international  li- 
brary relations  and  invited  Miss  Ludington 
to  be  the  speakerc 

Most  of  the  procedure  from  this  point  on 
was  guided  by  the  methods  of  last  year's 
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committee.    Invitations  were  sent  to  the 
special  guests,  also  to  a  group  of  Mrs 
Hartzell's  friends,  whose  names  were  sup- 
plied by  her  son,  and  to  training  class  , 
graduates  who  are  no  longer  in  the  Library^ 
Local  library  associations  were  notified, 
also  Simmons  College  School  of  Library 
Science,    Notices  were  sent  to  profession-| 
al  periodicals.    The  Ifey  l5th  issue  of  | 
Library  Journal    contains  an  announcement 
to  the  effect  that  the  lecture  has  been  I 
heldo  ' 

The  expenses  for  the  Lecture  were  moder-| 
ate.  Details  probably  belong  properly  in 
the  Treasurer's  Report.  The  total  spent, 
exclusive  of  any  charees  to  the  Committee 
for  paper  and  postage,  is  $ii.h»73  to  date» 
This  is  partially  offset  by  new  contribu- 
tions of  f>26oOO, 

Future  committees  might  well  consider 
the  fact  that  Trustees '  meetings  are  held  , 
at  regularly  stated  intervals  vfhen  setting] 
the  date  for  the  Hartzell  Lecture o  For  i 
two  years  in  succession,  the  Lecture  has  i 
coincided  with  a  stated  Trustees'  meeting,! 
irtiich  has  made  it  difficult,  if  not  im-  | 
possible,  for  the  Director  to  attend  din-  ; 
ner  with  the  guest  speakers  | 

The  Committee  is  most  grateful  to  all  j 
who  helped  make  the  evening  such  a  sue*-  *! 
ces«  -  to  the  Director,  for  making  the  new! 
Children's  Section  available;  to  Miss 
Somes,  for  designing  the  Invitation;  to 
Miss  Pineo  and  her  committee,  for  provid-  ; 
ing  such  delicious  refreshments;  and  to  | 
many  oth^-rs  for  their  valuable  advice.  ! 

The  Chairman  wishes  to  express  her  I 
thanks  to  every  member  of  the  Committee,  j 
particularly  to  Mrs  Herrick,  who  carried  | 
on  as  Vice-Chairman  after  Jlarch  28th, 

I 

Respectfully  submittedj 

DOROTHY  LOVETT  | 
Chairman 

MARRIED  IN  ITALY 

During  the  summer  of  19$1,  while  spend- 
ing my  vacation  in  Italy,  I  met  ray  future 
husband,  yiho  was  a  professional  cyclist. 
The  following  summer,  I  packed  my  suit- 
cases again,  this  time  with  a  wedding  gowr^ 
hopped  onto  a  T.'T.A.  Constellation  flight 
plane  bound  for  Italy;  and  was  married 
there.    !iy  mother  accompanied  me,  with 
three  of  our  relatives  from  the  states  who 


were  also  spending  their  vacation  in  Italy, 
and  vdio  attended  the  wedding  ceremony. 

August  16,  according  to  weather  reports, 
vjas  the  hottest  day  in  1^3  years,  and,  un- 
fortunately it  was  the  day  I  had  chosen 
for  ray  wedding-day,    I  was  mrried  at  a 
Nuptial  Mass  in  the  private  chapel  of  the 
Count  San  Galletti,  in  Pisa,  to  Rino  Gnesi 
of  that  city.    The  priest  who  officiated 
at  the  ceremony  was  my  cousin  Don  Guilio 
Andre ottio    Since  I  believe  that  when  you 
are  in  Rome,  you  should  do  as  the  Romans 
do,  I  was  mrried  in  the  Italian  custom, 
rather  than  the  American!    In  the  morning, 
my  husband  came  for  me  and  brought  me  my 
bridal  bouquet o    There  was  no  maid  of  honor 
nor  best  man;  instead,  their  places  were 
taken  by  two  male  vritnesses,  the  Marquis 
Leopoldo  di  Sbrana  of  Pisa,  and  Pierluigi 
Andrea  Albrighi  of  Florence. 

The  chapel  is  a  tiny,  thousand  year  old 
church  situated  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Arno  River;  it  is  so  small  it  will  accomo- 
date only  forty  to  fifty  people.  Inside 
the  chapel  has  been  coated  with  the  gold 
of  the  Incas,  which  had  been  donated  to  a 
Cardinal  San  Galletti,  in  the  late  1^00 's 
by  several  Spanish  "conquistadores".  The 
chapel  v/as  decorated  with  white  and  red 
carnations  for  the  ceremony.    Since  the 
entire  San  Galletti  family  died  out  about 
the  time  of  Napoleon,  the  chapel  now  belongs 
to  the  University  of  Pisa,  and  is  cared  for 
by  an  Italian  order  of  nunso    The  chapel  is 
very  rarely  used  and  according  to  the 
records,  my  v/edding  was  the  first  to  be 
performed  there  for  76  years. 

}liy  gown  of  chantilly  lace  was  pure  white 
TJlth  a  train.    It  had  a  Queen  Anne  collar 
and  I  wore  a  lace  crown  with  a  fingertip 
veil.    IV^'.  bridal  flowers  consisted  of  a 
small,  old-fashioned  type  bouquet  made  up 
of  tiny  white   Tillies  of  the  valley. 

We  had  an  early  dinner  at  the  Hotel  • 
Nettuno  Lungarno,  Pisa,    In  the  late  after- 
noon a  reception  was  held  in  Viareggio,  a 
summer  resort  nearby.    For  ray  honeymoon, 
I  went  to  the  Italian  Dolomites, 

Coluraba  Bartolini  Gnesi 
Branch  Issue  Department 


EXCHANGE  EXHIBITION  OF  CONTE?.CPORARY 
FRENCH  PRINTS 

Because  of  its  great  importance  this  ex- 
hibition will  continue  in  the  Albert  H~ 
Wiggin  aallcry  through  Noveinber.    This  is 
t;ie  exhibition  whose  beginnings  go  back  to 
the  first  post— war  American  exhibition  sen"^ 
to  France  in  19h9  for  the  International 
Exhibition  at  the  Petit  Palais,  Paris.  In 
1951  plans  were  icade  for  an  exchange  exhi- 
bition between  France  and  the  United 
States  and  it  was  at  this  time  that  Mr 
Arthur  W,  Heintzelman,  Kaeper  of  Prints, 
went  to  France  at  the  invitation  of  the 
French  Government  to  make  definite  arrange-j- 
ments  with  the  Comite  National  de  la  I 
Gravure  Fran9aise»    It  was  with  great  ex- 
citement that  we  opened  the  boxes  of 
prints  upon  their  arrival  last  spring  and 
made  plans  for  their  exhibition  here  dur- 
ing October  and  November  1952. 

A  luncheon  was  given  by  the  Honorable 


tf^  several  hundred  guests. 

At  the  clc^se  of  the  exhibition  in  the 
Boston  Public  Library  the  prints  will  be 
seen  in  Philadelphia,  New  London,  Provi- 
dence, Pasadena  and  other  major  art  centers 
in  the  United  States  before  their  return 
to  France  in  1955c 

Interested  staff  members  are  cordially 
invited  to  visit  the  exhibition  and  may 
obtain  catalogues  upon  application  at  the 
Print  Department. 

OATHOLIG  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 

i    The  fall  meeting  of  the  New  England  Unit 
jof  the  C.LJi..  will  be  held  on  Saturday 
October  I8,  1952,  at  2t30  in  Saint  Joseph 
(College,  West  Hartford,  Connecticut. 
[Lurxheon  will  be  served  at  1:00  p,m^  The 
programme,  arranged  by  }fery  Alice  Rea  of 


Basil's  College,  Stamford,  Connecticut. 
Those  planning  to  leave  Boston  by  chartered 
bus,  are  requested  to  get  in  touch  -"dth  Miss 
Rea,  as  pr om.pt ly  as  possible.    Unit  members 


the  Book  Purchasing  Department,  Boston 
John  B,  Hynes,  J&yor  of  the  City  of  Bos  ton  ;|  Public  Library,  will  include  Dr  Frederick 

J. P.  Rosenheim,  M.D.  of  Boston,  and  Rever- 
inauguration  of  the  exhibition  as  a  recep- jend  Emdl  Jfenastersky,  librarian  of  Saint 
tion  to  officials  of  the  French  Government  - 
Trtiich  last  year  extended  high  honors  to 
the  American  Exhibition  in  Paris  and  to 
representatives  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Invited  guests  included  representatives  of  iboth  new  and  old,  are  reminded  that  Miss 
the  French  Government,  the  Canadian  Govern-[Manning  of  the  Teachers  Depart nent,  is 
ment,  the  Boston  City  Council,  the  Boston  jever-anxious  to  receive  dues. 
Public  Library,  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts, 
and  the  French  organizations  in  Boston* 
Mayor  Hynes  welcomied  the  exhibition  on  be- 
half of  the  City  of  Boston  and  introduced 
Mr  Milton  £»  Lord,  Director  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library,  who  in  turn  presented  Mr 
Arthur  W.  Heintaelimn,  Keeper  of  Prints, 
who  gave  a  brief  history  of  the  exhibition 
and  its  importance  in  the  cultural  rela- 
tions between  the  two  countrtos.  Mayor 
Hynes  then  introduced  Monsieur  Franpois 
Charles-Roux,  Consul  General  de  France, 
who  expressed  the  greetings  of  the  French 
Ambassador  Henri  Bonnet,  and  of  the 
French  Government  on  the  occasion  of  the 
opening  of  the  exhibition. 

Following  the  luncheon  the  guests  were 
given  a  preview  of  the  exhibition  in  the 


I  SPECIAL  LIBRARIES  ASSOCIATION 

I 

j    The  Boston  Chapter  of  the  S.L.A.  has 
jannounced  the  officers  for  the  coming  sea- 
ison,  as  follows:    President  -  Mr  Paul  Ward 
Riley,  Boston  College,    Vice-President  - 
iMiss  Doris  Clancy,  Bethlehem  Steel  Co, ,  and 
iformer  member  of  the  B.P.L.  staff,  Secre- 
Itary  -  Miss  Irene  Christopher,  Boston  Uni- 
versity,   Treasurer  -  Mr  Charles  C.  Colby, 
Boston  Medical  Library,    Executive  Board  - 
mss  Margaret  A.  Firth,  United  Shoe  Machin- 
lery  Corp,,  and  Mr  Leonard  J,  Ifecmillan, 


Boston  Public  Library Archivist  -  Miss 
?>G.ldred'  O'Connor,  Boston  Public  Library. 
Albert  H,  Wiggin  Gallery  where  the  vernis-  Advertising  l^nager  -  f/ir  Ernest  J,  Crerie, 
sage  was  held  later  in  the  afternoon.    An    F.J©  Barnard  &  Coo,  Inc.  Circulation 

{Manager  -  Mrs  Ruth  So  King,  Baker  Library, 
Editor  -  Mr  Robert  W.  Lovett,  Baker  Library^ 
Editorial  Committee  -  Mr  ThonBS  ff,  Connor, 
Boston  Post,  and  Miss  Ifergaret  P,  Ifezen, 


interested  guest  at  this  time  was  Miss 
Cornelia  Otis  Skinner,  currently  playing 
in  Parlfl.  '9Cj  who  also  enjoyed  a  fe^f  cf 
OUT  lithographs  by  Henri  de  Toulouse- 


Lautrec.    Tea  was  served  in  the  Study  Room  t\(.I,T,    Education  Committee  -  Miss  Dorothy 


Eo  Hart^  Arthur  Do  Little,  Inc.  Hospital- 
ity Comndttee  -  Mr  Thomas  Reiners,  Boston 
College.    Membership  Committee  -  Miss 
liarjorie  L,  Buck_,  Curtis  Publishing  Coo 
Placement  Committee  -  W  Gerald  L,  Ball, 
Boston  Public  Library «    Program  Committee- 
Miss  Arlene  Hope,  C.G.E.,  Boston  Universi-» 
tyo    Publicity  -  Miss  Mary  Alice  Rea, 
Boston  Public  Library, 

The  B.F.L.  is  well  represented  with  four 
staff  members,  and  one  ex-staff  member, 
among  the  officers. 

The  meeting  of  October  27  will  be  in  the 
Massachusetts  School  of  Art,  and  will  fea- 
ture a  special  exhibition  of  Indian  cos- 
tumes arranged  by  Professor  Douglas  of 
Peabody  Museum. 

WOMEN'S  HOUSE  COMITTSE 

ODE  TO  A  DIRTY  SINK 

For  shame,  for  shame,  this  sad  refrain 
Must  appear  in  this  month's  paper 
'Cause  leaving  dishes  in  the  sink 
Is  the  latest  kitchen  caper » 

We  sigh,  we  cry,  we  beg,  and  plead 
But,  alas  to  no  avail 
We'd  like  to  catch  these  culprits 
And  send  them  off  to  jail, 

Fe  ask  your  help  for  cleanliness 
Please  help  our  kitchen  gleam 
So  do  your  dishes  suppertime 
Be  on  the  Library  Team© 

B.M.S. 

FIRE  PREVENTION  WEEK 

The  new  fire  alarm  system  was  used  at  a 
fire  drill  v/hich  vras  held  in  the  Central 
Library  on  Friday,  October  10,  at  twelve 
noon.    At  the  sam£  time  the  Boston  Fire 
Department  drill  team  presented  its  annual 
demonstration  and  drill  in  front  of  the  Li- 
brary. 

On  Tuesday,  October  lit,  at  12:30  p.m. , 
and  at  1:30  p.m.,  in  the  Lecture  Hall  of 
the  Central  Library,  Ivfr  E,  W.  Williams  andj 
Mr  Thomas  Call  of  the  Liberty  Fiutual  Fire  | 
Insurance  Company  presented  a  demonsbratiani 
called  Fire  in  iv."iniature .    Ifr  Williams  ^  a 
author  of  several  books  on  fire  prevention^ 
was  formerly  a  chief  of  the  Lynn  Fire  De-  [ 
partment.    Based  on  real  life  experience,  ; 


the  de-nonstration  deals  mth  coraraonj  every- 
day neglect  and  carelessness  of  which  all 
have  been  guilty  at  some  time;  and  which 
cause         of  all  fires  in  the  United  States, 

The  part  played  by  two  live  rabbits  and 
the  magic  tricks  performed  by  I^Ir  Williams 
delighted  the  audience.    In  closing,  the 
■rabbits  were  given  to  two  members  of  the 
staff:    i'lrs  Dorothea  Morgan,  Accounting  De- 
partment and  Mrs  Anna  Scanlon,  Book  Prep- 
aration Department. 

We  are  grateful  to  Miss  Janet  Ballou  of 
the  Liberty  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company 
:,for  having  made  this  demonstration  possible, 

J.W.T. 


LECTURE  HALL  BECOI'IES  BANQUET  HALL 

The  Lecture  Hall  at  the  Central  Library 
building  v;as  the  busiest  place  in  Boston  on 
Thursday  morning,  October  9  -  or  so  it 
seemed*    Carpenters,  custodians,  electri- 
cians, painters,  and  bibliothecal  workers, 
were  finishing  preparations  for  exhibits 
that  were  to  be  displayed  at  the  luncheon 
meeting  that  day  of  Boston's  Back  Bay  Asso- 
ciation,   Meanwhile,  hustling  crews  from 
Sellers,  the  caterers,  poured  through  the 
Boylston  Street  entrance  and  up  the  stairs 
with  cooking  equipment,  tables,  chairs, 
linens,  dishes,  and  silver.    By  12  noon 
the  Lecture  Hall  was  transformed  into  a 
combined  dining  room  and  exhibition  floor. 
Gone  were  the  rows  of  hard-bottomed  folding 
chairs;  gone  were  the  dirt  and  dust  on 
walls  and  picture  frames;  gone,  too,  was 
the  Lecture  Hall's  familiar  grayness,  in 
one  sudden  burst  of  cooperative  activity. 
On  the  stage,  in  front  of  drawn  curtains, 
were  panel  boards  mounted  with  colorful 
displays  of  brightly  jacketed  books  and 
recordings.    To  the  right  of  the  stage,  on 
the  main  floor,  a  recording  machine  (lifted 
temporarily  from  the  Open  Shelf  Department) 
was  already  playing  Strauss  waltzes  amid 
the  bustle.    Directly  in  front  of  the  stage, 
and  mounted  on  a  temj^orary  platform,  stood 
the  head  table,  complete  with  lectern,  P.Ao 
system,  and  handsome  bouquets    Along  the 
walls  choice  prints  were  hung,  ^0  of  them  - 
Bensons,  Toulouse-Lautrecs,  Daumiers,  Muir- 
head  Bones,  etc,  -  Mr  Heintzelman's  selec- 
tions from  the  Wiggin  Collection,    On  the 
sides,  too,  exhibition  cases,  filled  with 
some  of  the  rarest  of  rare  books,  aviraited 
inspection;  in  other  cases  technical  books 
and  periodicals  of  interest  to  business 
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men  were  assembled.    At  the  end  of  the 
hall,  opposite  the  stage,  Mr  Mooers*  book- 
binders had  set  up  a  "live"  demonstration 
of  hand  bookbinding  processes,  and  across 
the  way,  under  a  sign  reading  "Today's 
News  -  Tomorrow's  History  ~  on  Microfilm", 
equipment  and  personnel  from  the  Patent 
Room  were  stationed* 

Late  in  the  Spring  the  officers  of  the 
Back  Bay  Association  had  come  to  the  Li-  j 
brary  and  had  suggested  the  idea  of  a  Fall] 
luncheon  meeting  in  the  building.    The  As-| 
socl&tion,  which  numbers  among  its  membersj 
prominent  merchants,  hotel  men,  insurance"  | 
and  bank  executives,  vras  to  provide  the 
luncheon;  the  Library  was  to  provide  the 
program.    The  Association  would  hold  its 
first  :all  meeting  in  a  novel  setting, 
while  the  Library  wo\ild  have  opportunity 
to  vrLn  new  friends  among  influential 
people.    Agreement  on  date  and  program 
quickly  followed. 

By  half  past  noon  Boston  Public  Library 
volunteer  guides,  stationed  at  the  main 
entrance  ani  up  the  main  staircase,  began 
directing  a  throng  of  good-looking  profes- 
sional and  business  men  and  women  along 
the  circuitous  route  to  the  "main  ball 
room".    In  short  order  some  200  diners 
were  enjoying  a  man-sized  moalo  j 

Representing  the  Back  Bay  Association  at! 
the  head  table  were  Mr  John  Hill,  presi-  | 
dent  of  the  Back  Bay  Association  and  vice-j 
president  of  the  New  England  J.futual  Insur-; 
ance  Company;  Ifr  Lloyd  C.  Carswell,  vice-  i 
president  of  the  Back  Bay  Association  and  j 
general  manager  of  the  Sheraton  Plaza  j 
Hotel;  and  Mr  Hovrard  Nason,  chairman  of  ' 
the  Back  Bay  Association  program  coramittee;^ 

Representing  the  Library  at  the  head  i 
table  were  Mr  Frank  W,  Buxton,  senior 
Trustee;  Mr  Lord;  Mr  Connolly;  and  Mr 
Manning. 

The  president  introduced  people  at  the 
head  table,  and  four  other  members  of  the 
Library  staff  who  were  pleasantly  situated 
nearby:    Messrs  Hensley,  Haraszti,  Heint- 
zelman,  and  Moloney,    As  principal  speaker 
the  Director  gave  a  brisk,  factual  talk 
chock  full  of  information  about  the  Li- 
brary and  relieved  by  a  suspenseful  narra- 
tive of  the  benefaction  of  Joshua  Bates. 
Luncheon  over,  our  guests  elbowed  their 
way  to  the  exhibits  and  demonstrations o 
Some  headed  directly  to  a  registration 
desk  which  had  been  set  up  for  the  conven- 
ience of  Back  Bay  Association  members,  and 
signed  up  for  their  first  Boston  Public 
Library  cards.    All  in  all  it  iras  quite  a 


show,  leaving  both  Library  personnel  and 
our  Back  Bay  neighbors  in  a  pleasant  mood. 
The  whole  thing  was  a  product  of  cheer-- 
ful,  cooperative  effort  on  the  part  of  many, 
many  people  from  all  three  Divisions,  No 
one  doubted  that  the  Lecture  Hall  vrauld  be 
the  scene  of  many  more  such  activities  in 
the  future 0    By  four  o'clock  the  hard- 
bottomed  seats  were  being  put  back  in  their 
accustomed  places,  and  early  comers  to  the 
Lowell  Institute  were  gathering  to  hear 
their  third  lecture  on  "Ancient  and  Modern 
Man  in  Southwest  Asia"e 

F.XoM. 

NEW  BOOKS  IN  THE  STAFF  LIBRARY 
Fiction 

Brooks,  Win 

The  shining  tides. 
New  York,  Morrow,  19^2 

Buck,  Pearl 

The  hidden  flower. 

New  York,  John  Day,  1952 

Guaresohi,  Giovanni 

Don  Camillo  and  his  flock. 

New  York,  Pellegrini  &  Cudahy,  19^2 

Remarque,  Erich  M, 
Spark  of  life. 

New  York,  Appleton-Century-Crofts,  19^2 

Spring  Howard 

The  houses  in  between. 
New  York,  Harper,  1951 

Non-Fiction 

Caruso,  Dorothy  Po 
Dorothy  Caruso, 

New  York,  Hermitage  House,  1952 

Chambers,  ^Wiittaker 
Witness, 

New  York,  Random  House,  1952 

Dragonette,  Jessica 
Faith  is  a  song. 
New  York,  McKay,  1951 

Forrestal,  James 

The  Forrestal  diaries. 

New  York,  Viking  Press,  1951 


..  ■'  v.. 


Marek,  Kurt  W, 

Gods,  graves  and  scholars]  the  story  of 
archaeology. 
New  York,  Knopf,  19^2 

Overstreet,  Harry  A, 
The  great  enterprise. 
New  York,  Norton,  1952 

Prescott,  Orville 
In  ny  opinion. 

Indianapolis,  Bobbs -Merrill,  19^2 

Shirer,  William  L. 
Midcentury  journey. 
New  York,  Straus  and  Young,  19^2 

Thomas,  Lowell  J« 
Back  to  Mandalay. 
New  lork,  Greystone  Press,  19^1 

Turkus,  Burton  B, 
Murder,  inc. 

New  York,  Farrar,  Straus  and  Young,  19^2 

Wilmot,  Chester 

The  struggle  for  Europe. 
New  York,  Harper,  1952 

Non-Fiction  -  library  Science 

ColuiEbia  University.    School  of  Library 
Service. 

Guide  to  the  literature  of  science. 
New  York,  1952 

Downs,  Robert  B, 

American  library  resources, 
Chicago,  American  Library  Association, 
1951 

Eaton,  Thelma 

Cataloging  and  classification. 
Champaign,  111,,  Distributed  by  Illini 
Union  Bookstore,  1951 

Jesse,  William  H. 
Shelf  work  in  libraries, 
Chicago,  American  Library  Association, 
1952 

Library  Association  ! 
A  century  of  public  libraries,  1850-1950* 
London,  1950  | 

McColvin,  Lionel  R.  | 
Public  library  extension.  i 
Paris,  UNESCO,  195l  I 


Malclfes,  Louise  N, 

Les  sources  du  travail  bibliographique, 
Geneve,  Eo  Droz,  1950 

Parker,  Ralph  Ho 

Library  application  of  punched  cards, 
Chicago,  American  Library  Association, 
1952 

Parsons,  Edward  E, 

The  Alexandrian  Library. 

New  York,  Elsevier  Press,  1952 

Ranganathan,  Shiyali  R,,  rat)  sahib. 
Colon  classification,  3d  ed, 
Madras,  Madras  Library  Association,  1950 

Wilson,  H.  Wo    firm  publishers. 
Children's  catalog,  8th  ed. 
New  York,  HoWo  Wilson,  1951 

Wilson,  Louis  R, 

The  library  in  college  instruction. 
New  York,  V/ilson,  1951 

TEPARTLENT  NOTES 

Periodical  and  Newspaper 

Capers  at  Aglio  Acres 
On  Friday  evening,  September  12,  Aglio 
Acres  in  Hyde  Park  was  once  again  the  scene 
of  a  library  party.    This  time  it  was  a 
farewell  party  given  for  two  departing  mem- 
bers of  the  staff 9    Mr  Richard  Gidez,  hav- 
ing graduated  from  Harvard  University  this 
year,  leaves  for  New  York  to  attend  Columr- 
bia  University  Graduate  School  of  Philoso- 
phy,   Ivlr  David  Cotton  has  accepted  a  posi- 
tion with  the  State  Street  Trust  Company, 

The  staff  of  the  Periodical  and  Newspaper 
Department,  their  husbands,  wives  and 
friends  -  numbering  thirty-three  -  were  the 
guests  of  yr  Thomas  Aglio  of  the  Periodical 
Department.    Mrs  Aglio 's  table  was  set  with 
her  beautiful  Bone  China  and  imported  Ital- 
ian demi-tasse  silver.    In  the  center  were 
tv^o  cakes,  one  for  each  of  the  guests  of 
honor,    A  buffet  luncheon,  highlighted  with 
lobster  and  chicken,  was  served. 

The  party  was  a  complete  surprise  to  both 
Richard  and  David,  each  one  thinking  it  was 
being  held  for  the  other.    Richard  was  es- 
pecially surprised  when  he  arrived  and 
found  his  mother  and  father  among  the  guests 
gathered  at  Mrs  Aglio 's  beautiful  home. 
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David  and  Richard  were  presented  with 
fitted  leather  traveling  cases  as  the 
staff  extended  them  good  wishes  for  a  suc- 
cessful and  happy  future. 

Among  the  guests  v;ere  ilr  and  Mrs  B. 
Joseph  O'Neil.    Kr  O'Neil  has  been  on  a 
military  leave  of  absence,  serving  with 
the  United  States  Navy  for  the  past  two 
years,  and  returns  to  the  Department  this 
month. 


teachers 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent 
to  Mrs  Mary  f^orphy  who  resigned  recently 
tc  accept  a  position  in  Washington,  D,C, 

Dear  Mary: 


the  beauty  you  sought.    But,  there's  so 
much  more,  too  much  here  to  relate.,, 
things  special  to  each  of  us,,, that  we'd 
like  to  state. 

Your  judgment  and  sweetness. . .all  the 
friends  that  you  nHde...you  were  never  to 
busy  to  give  any  your  aid... to  talk  to 
Riccardo,  or  to  wait  on  late  comers... to 
fan  yourself  through  the  heat  of  the  sum- 
mers. 

You  talked  about  diets  and  (a  num)  Indian 
lore... the  Irish  and  Democrats  and  Profes- 
sor Moelher,    and  wondered  why,  after  doing 
a  week's  work  in  a  day,  you  were  a  little 
bit  tired,, .a  little  less  gay, 

Really,  Mrs  i^rphy,  there's  so  much  to 
say, ,,we*d  go  on  forever,,. if  it  would 
mke  you  stay.    But  we  must  be  content  with 
a  v/ish  for  success ..  .every  joy  and  every 
pleasure, . .every  little  happiness. 


What  will  we  remember .. .would 
you  really  like  to  know?    Little  things 
and  little  traits. . .You'll  be  surprised 
they  even  show.    Yet,  they're  you  and  what 
you  mean  to  us... and  we'll  miss  them  when 
you  go. 

The  drawer  you  cleaned  before  each  vaca- 
tion, .  .earrings,  a  pair  for  every  occa-* 
9ion. .  .a^rl;^  reliefa  and  tea  at  Hayes's..,' 
answers  to  questions  that  would  have  fazed  I  Dorchester 
us . 


Sincerely  yours, 
"US" 

P. So    Please  don't  forget  us, 

■iH«-;i";HHi-;sH<->f 
BRANCH  NOTES 


The  fuss  that  was  made  when  you  over- 
drew,.,the  panic  that  seized  you  v^hen  a 


On  Saturday  morning,  October  U,  a  group 
of  childrer^  all  members  of  the  19^2  Summer 


paper  was  due... the  day  you  thought  sure  a j Raiding  Club,  visited  the  North  End  Branch 
fortune  you'd  struck,  by  selling  a  letter    Library  to  see  a  mppet  show  performance. 


. .  .but  no  such,  luck. 

The  parties  you  planned  and  your  match- 
making game.,, the  people  invited, . .and  the 


For  mny  of  them  it  was  a  novel  experience, 
and  enthusiasm  ran  high.    This  vras  not 
lessened  when  the  staff  at  North  End  served 


ones 


that  "just  came" 


Thp  aspirins,  band+ punch  and  cookies  as  refreshments  to  the 


aids,  and  needles  you'd  save..oto  chase 
away  headaches ,.  .and  ir.end  dresses  that 
gave.    The  books  you'd  track  down  for  an 
evening  of  "leisure" .. .Bertocchi,  Frois- 
sard,  Adams... to  reat  at  your  pleasure. 

The  effort  you'd  make  and  the  time  you 
would  spend... to  make  someone  happy,  to 
help  out  a  friend.    The  folders  and  envel- 
opes we'd  all  gladly  tear,.. for  stamps  thai;, 
Mary  would  examine  with  care. 

The  way  you  cut  flowers ,arranging  each 
stem.    Your  name  in  the  time  book... a  wave- 
length, an  "Ji",    The  delight  you  would  get 
in  the  Artisan's  store.,, in  looking  and 
loving  and  looking  some  more 
at  a  Rembrandt,  a  brooch  or  a  print.,, or 
a  garden  of  herbs,  of  basil  and  mint. 


visitors.    Reports  from  parents  and  chil- 
dren ever  since  have  sho^«m  nothing  but  the 
highest  praise  for  the  puppeteers  and  for 
puppet  shows  in  general. 


Jamaica  Plain 


Two  new  centers  of  interest  are  a  maga- 
zine corner  and  one  for  young  adults. 
These  are  situated  at  each  side  of  the  main 
entrance,  thus  filling  formerly  unattrac- 
tive, barren  spaces.    The  focal  point  of 
You'd  thrilleach  comer  is  an  over-size  coffee  table  - 
sans  coffee,  sans  cocktails,  sans  cigar- 
ettes -  decorated  with  vases  of  seasonal 


■^e'll  never  forget  all  the  frames  that  i flowers.  Current  periodicals  are  effective- 
you  bought. .  .your  house  down  in  Hingham,  ••  '  ly  displayed  on  them,  thus  luring  the 


It 
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patron  into  increasing  our  cij^culatdxin. 
Recent  books  suitable  for  young  adults  ajre 
in  small  book  cases  in  their  comer.  Thus 
far  both  staff  and  public  have  been 
pleased  with  our  two  new  "living  rooms". 

Jeffries  Point 

ILrs  Barbara  C,  Elam  and  Mrs  Dorothy 
Hanna  were  guests  of  honor  recently  at  a 
dinner  party  given  by  the  staff  at  the 
Parker  House,  on  the  occasion  of  Jfrs 
Elam's  leaving  to  take  on  the  duties  of 
acting  Children's  Librarian  at  the  South 
End  and  of  itrs  Hanna 's  transfer  to  Tyler 
Street.    The  enjoyable  evening  was  cli- 
nr.xed  by  the  presentation  of  gold  and 
L'hinestone  earrings  to  Mrs  Elam  and  an 
attractive  blue  wallet  to  Mrs  Hanna,  along 
vrLth  best  wishes  for  their  continued 
future  success. 

}ifattapan 

One  day  recently,  a  nine  year  old  girl 
came  into  the  Branch  holding  in  her  cupped 
hands  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  pennies, 
the  product  of  a  whole  summer's  frugality 
and  self-denial.    These  she  deposited  on 
the  counter,  and  explained  to  the  puzzled 
assistant  that  she  had  managed  to  save 
this  sxira  from  her  allowance,  in  order  to 
pay  for  a  book  her  dog  had  destroyed  sev- 
eral months  before.    Further  investigation 
revealed  that  she  needed  only  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  to  settle  her  debt, 
a  fact  which  pleased  the  young  borrower 
immensely.    We  were  all  delighted  with 
this  episode,  and  pass  it  along  as  an  indi- 
cation that  among  the  younger  generation, 
at  any  rate,  all  is  not  yet  lost;  that 
there  is  still  a  spirit  of  responsibility 
towards  and  sincere  interest  in  the  public 
library. 

North  End 

The  present  staff,  together  with  a  group 
of  former  staff  members,  spent  a  pleasant 
evening  in  the  "Terrace  Room"  of  the  Hotel 
Statler  on  Wednesday,  September  17.  The 
dinner  vras  in  honor  of  }liss  Rita  Susi  who 
was  transferred  to  East  Boston  in  the  spring 


Former  staff  members  present  were  Mrs 
Geraldine  Herrick,  Ifrs  Rose  Giella,  Miss 
Dorothy  Becker,  Mrs  Barbara  Elam,  JJrs  Marie 
Benner  and  Itlss  Tyyni  Saari.    The  group 
decided  that  these  gatherings  were  so  pleat 
ant  that  they  would  plan  to  get  together 
more  often  for  an  evening  of  good  food  and 
conversation. 

Phillips  Brooks 


The  Friends  of  the  Phillips  Brooks  Branch 
learning  that  Congressman  Richard  Wiggles- 
worth  v;-ould  be  at  the  local  post-office  on 
September  30,  arranged  for  him  to  visit  the 
Branch.    There  a  group  of  the  women  met  hin 
shov/ing  their  interest  in  this  small  but 
growing  community,  and  their  interest  in, 
and  participation  in  the  projects  at  the 
Library.    The  Friends  sponsor  a  monthly 
evening  with  lecturer,  book  talks,  or  pic- 
tures which  is  open  to  all,  and  it  is  hopec 
that  Congressman  V/igglesworth  may  be  able 
to  come  some  time  as  a  speaker.    The  ladies 
of  the  group  who  were  here  the  morning  wher 
the  Congressman  visited  the  branch  have  bee 
active  in  the  Mothers '  Discussion  Group  anc 
served  on  the  Refreshment  Committee.  The 
Congressman  was  greatly  impressed  vd.th  the 
close  community  spirit  and  the  part  the  Li- 
brary has  played  in  helping  its  neighbors 
meet  for  pleasure  and  learning.    It  was 
these  same  active  young  mothers  who  ran  a 
very  successful  cake  sale  in  Wolcott  Square 
on  September  27,  a  bright,  glowing  Autumn 
afternoon.    The  proceeds  of  this  sale, 
fifty-four  dollars  and  nineteen  cents,  the 
Friends  olan  to  put  toward  a  tape-recorder 
for  the  Branch.    Previously  this  same 
group  has  given  a  motion-picture  projector 
■and  a  record  player  which  have  made  possi- 
ble many  of  our  branch  programs.    The  l6  m 
projector  has  been  used  for  afternoon  pro- 
grams for  the  children  every  week  in  the 
winter,  and  frequently  through  the  summer; 
and  the  three-speed  record  player  provides 
music  for  lectures,  readings  for  Great 
Books  Discussion  Groups,  and  a  planned 
course  of  weekly  music  programs  for  a  group 
of  children.    The  librarians  are  formulat- 
ing plans  for  the  use  of  the  tape  recorder 
which  they  feel  -will  be  fully  as  useful 
and  as  interesting  as  the  projector  and  tiie 
record  player. 


V 
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South  Boston 

Mrs  Anne  P»  Kearney  returned  to  the 
Branch  for  the  afternoon  of  September  l6 
to  be  the  guest  of  honor  for  the  final 
get-together  of  the  Summer  Reading  Club, 
She  was  warmly  greeted  by  her  many  friends, 
both  staff  and  public.    Photographs  of 
little  Anne  were  greatly  admired  by  all. 
Seemingly,  little  Anne  has  inherited  from 
her  mother  both  appearance  and  disposition. 
As  the  guest  of  honor,  Mrs  Kearney,  dis- 
tributed the  reading  certificates  to  the 
children, 

•N- 

I 

1 

West  End  \ 

I 

Volume  XI  of  the  Jewish  Book  Week  Annual  ' 
19^2-53  carries  a  summary  of  American  Jew- 
ish Juvenile  Literature,  1951-52,  by  Miss 
Fanny  Goldstein. 

As  a  token  of  appreciation  for  a  talk  on 
The  Jewish  Woman  in  American  Literature, 
which  she  gave  on  September  22,  at  Hampton  ! 
Court,  Miss  Fanny  Goldstein  has  been  en- 
rolled in  the  Golden  Deed  Book  of  the  Jew-  , 
ish  Memorial  Hospital  by  its  Young  Women's  i 
Auxiliary, 

■» 

Miss  Mary  Jo  Littlefield  who  resigned 
from  the  library  service  to  be  married, 
became  the  bride  of  Mr  Robert  L,  Silberman  : 
of  Chicago,  Illinois,  at  a  family  wedding  | 
at  St,  Columbkille ' s  Church  on  Saturday  i 
afternoon,  October  11,  ! 

Miss  Marie  Hasty  fromerly  at  City  Point, 
has  just  been  assigned  to  West  End  as 
Children's  Librarian. 

HEALING  HANDS,  a  pictorial  story  of  the 
progress  of  modern  medicine,  is  on  view 
from  October  12-25.    The  physician's  Oath 
of  Hippocrates  and  the  Prayer  of  Maimoni- 
des  are  among  the  literature  displayed. 
Impressive  and  colorful  reproductions  of 
some  of  the  human  organs,  charts,  pictures 
and  books  constitute  this  interesting  ex- 
hibit, 

Mr  Fred  Hoppe  led  the  discussion  of 
Henry  W,  Longfellow's  works  at  the  monthly 
meeting  of  the  West  End  Poetry  Group  on 
Tuesday,  October  ih, 

•* 


With  school  once  more  in  session,  the 
West  End  Camp  Fire  Girls'  Clubs  have  begun 
their  winter  activities.    Under  the  able 
direction  of  Mrs  Margaret  Lewis,  Children's 
Assistant,  meetings  have  been  resumed. 
Fortified  with  their  Inidan  motto  'IC  Ti  Yi" 
or  "Able  to  Accoir^lish"  the  children  are 
enthusiastically  planning  the  year's  pro- 
gram, 

■3^>NH«HttHHH^ 

CIVIL  DEFENSE 

Three  of  the  Library's  most  experienced 
people  in  the  field  of  medical  and  first 
aid  service,  Mrs  Edna  M,  Wollent,  Mrs  Mary 
D.  Farrell,  and  Mr  Louis  Rains,  represented 
the  Library  at  an  all-day  session  of  the 
Medical  and  Health  Division,  Massachusetts 
Civil  Defense,  held  in  the  Gardner  Auditor- 
ium in  the  State  House  on  Tuesd^ ,  Septem- 
ber 23o 

Judging  from  comments  of  our  Civil  De- 
fense specialists,  the  conference  was  con** 
ducted  by  highly,  trained  experts  in  a  num- 
ber of  technical  fields  and  was  extremely 
informative© 

F.X.M. 


S.L.A.  MEETING 

On  Tuesday  evening,  September  22,  members 
of  the  Boston  Chapter  of  the  Special  Li- 
braries Association  -were  the  guests  of  the 
Boston  Public  Library.    Mr  Milton  E.  Lord, 
Director  of  the  Boston  Public  Library, 
spoke  on  plans  for  the  future  development 
of  the  Library,  and  Mrs  Muriel  C,  Javelin, 
Deputy  Supervisor  in  Charge  of  Work  with 
Adults,  described  the  services  of  the  Open 
Shelf  Department  and  Audio-Visual  Center, 
Following  a  showing  of  the  motion  picutre. 
The  Story  of  Time,  the  group  visited  the 
Open  Shelf  Department  and  the  Audio-Visual 
Center, 

Special  thanks  are  due  to  Mrs  Helen  Hir- 
son.  Miss  Mildred  O'Connor,  Miss  Edna  Peck, 
Miss  Mildred  Somes,  Mr  John  Halahan,  Mr 
Maurice  Rahilly  and  Mr  Richard  Waters, 
who  assisted  I-Irs  Grace  Loughlin,  Chief  of 
the  Open  Shelf  Department,  and  Mrs  Javelin 
in  welcoming  the  guests.    The  delicious 
hone-made  cookies  and  punch,  served  by  the 
members  of  the  B.P.L.P.S.A,  Refreshment 
Committee,  with  Mrs  Marie  Benner  as  chair- 
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man,  were  greatly  enjoyed.    Thanks  go  to 
the  Refreshment  Committee  and  to  the  many 
staff  members  who  contributed  cookies. 

FIASH 

Announcement  has  been  made  of  the  engage 
ment  of  Miss  Shirley  Anderson  to  lir  Rich- 
ard Waters,  both  of  the  Open  Shelf  Depart- 
ment, 

SOAF  BOX 

Any  contribution  to  the  Soap  Box  must  be 
accompanied  by  the  full  name  of  the  Asso- 
ciation member  submitting  it,  together 
with  the  name  of  the  Branch  Library,  De- 
partment, or  Office  in  ••^.ich  he  or  she  is 
employed.    The  name  is  withheld  from  pub- 
lication, or  a  pen  name  used,  if  the  con- 
tributor so  requests.    Anonymous  contribu- 
tions are  not  given  consideration.  The 
author  of  the  article  is  known  only  to  the 
contributor  and  to  the  Editor-in-Chief.  | 
The  contents  of  articles  appearing  in  the  i 
Soap  Box  are  persor^al  opinions  expressed  | 
by  individual  Association  members  and  i 
their  appearance  does  not  necessarily  indi- 
cate that  the  Publications  Committee  and 
the  Association  are  in  agreement  with  the  j 
views  expressed. 


To  the  Soap  Box: 

Uy  brother  once  told  me  that  in  some 
newspaper  offices,  a  common  remark  v/ent 
something  like  this:    "You  see  those  hooks 
on  the  wall?    '^lien  we  come  in  to  work, 
that  is  where  we  hang  our  consciences," 
We  have  just  been  treated  to  an  education- 
al demonstration  of  how  this  school  of 
journalism  operates.    Here  are  a  few  san>- 
ples  tricks  of  the  trade: 

1,  The  Fait  Accompli,    "Communist  Maga- 
zine at  Library,    Board  to  Act  Today  on 
Thro'wing  it  Out."  (September  23)  Library 
officials  and  trustees  did  not  throw  it 
out  entirely,  then  or  latero 

2.  The  Half  Truth,    men  the  USSR  Embassy 
Information  Bulletin  -was  discontinued  by 
the  State  Department,  the  Embassy  notified 
their  mailing  list,  as  follows:    "We  re- 
gret to  inform  you  that  the  USSR  Informa- 


tion Bulletin  has  been  discontinue^  as  of 
No,  13  dated  July  Ih,  19^2,  at  the  insis- 
tence of  the  United  Stated  Department  of 
State,"  Period. 

The  Boston  Post  in  its  issue  of  Septem- 
ber 2U,  said  ",..But  the  State  Department 
•finally  took  action  late  in  the  summer  and 
requested  the  Soviet  Embassy  to  discontinue 
sending  the  propaganda  leaflets  and  books 
to  our  libraries."  Period,    Note  that  both 
publications  failed  to  tell  us  the  reason, 
namely  that  our  propaganda  magazine  AlffiRIKA 
was  no  longer  permitted  on  news  stands  in 
Russia,     (Only  because  the  Embassy  Bulletin 
vras  allowed  distribution  in  the  United 
State?  were  we  able  to  send  our  own  maga- 
zine into  Russia.)    Here  the  Post  has  used 
the  same  technique  as  the  Russian  publica- 
tion, and  for  the  same  purpose.    They  pre- 
ferred that  we  should  not  know  the  whole 
truth.    Of  course,  the  same  press  release 
that  carried  the  story  of  the  ban,  also 
gave  the  reason. 

In  banning  the  Embassy  Bulletin,  the 
State  Department  was  acting  on  the  same 
principle  on  which  the  library  acts  in  re- 
taining controversial  material,  ic.0e,  that 
there  is  a  balance  of  material  presenting 
all  points  of  view,    Vfith  the  banning  of 
•AMERIKA,  our  communications  line  with  Russia 
was  no  longer  a  two-way  street, 

3»    No  Space?    With  all  the  space  given  to 
the  matter  of  the  petition,  the  Post  found 
no  room  to  print  the  five  paragraphs  of  the 
Library  Bill  of  Rights  and  the  six  points 
of  the  Labeling  recommendations,  but  did 
print  a  few  quotes.    Yet  these  two  items 
were  the  whole  subject  of  the  petition. 
(October  2).    Conspicuously  missing  was 
Point  3-    "Censorship  of  books,  urged  or 
practiced  by  voliinteer  arbiters  of  morals 
or  political  opinion  or  by  organizations 
that  would  establish  a  coercive  concept  of 
Americanism,  must  be  challenged  by  librar- 
ies in  maintenance  of  their  responsibility 
to  provide  public  information  and  enlight- 
enment through  the  printed  word," 

U,    Free  Translation.    Again  in  the  peti- 
tion  story,  the  Library  Bill  of  Rights  is 
described  as  follows-    "In  stating  five 
points  supporting  their  contention  against 
censoring  books,  magazines  or  newspapers 
and  maintaining  books,  magazines  like  the 
communist  sponsored  New  World  Review  and 
the  Moscow-published  papers,  Pravda  and 
Izvestia,  the  •'^ibrary  Association  said  it 


Is  a  library's  responsibility  to  have  such 
documents  on  file."    This  is  a  free  trans- 
lation of  the  first  part  of  Point  2 : 
"There  should  be  the  fullest  practical 
provision  of  material  presenting  all 
points  of  view  concerning  the  problems  and 
issues  of  our  timies,  international, 
national,  and  local."    Of  course,  no  spe- 
cific titles  were  mentioned,  nor  any  spe- 
cific points  of  view.    The  uninformed 
reader  was  to  get  the  impression  from  the 
Post  story  that  the  sole  purpose  of  the 
Bill  of  Rights  was  to  urge  libraries  to 
buy  communist  material, 

5.    Father-(Fox) -Knows  Best  Attitude.  In 

the  Post  editorial  "Label  the  Poison" 
(September  29):  "-i"  Lord  may  protest  that 
there  are  varying  opinions  on  who  is  qual- 
ified to  denounce  a  piece  of  communist 
propaganda  as  such.  There  are  many  citi- 
zens of  excellent  repute  and  scholarly 
attainments  who  would  be  very  happy  to 
identify  Soviet  propaganda  for  the  library] 
men  and  women  who  would  stand  staunchly  byj 
their  judgments  when  the  shrill  but  decep-i 
tive  communist  claque  goes  into  action."  j 

The  stand  of  the  ALA  Committee  on  Intel-i 
lectual  Freedom  on  this  point:    Point  3*  ! 
"No  one  person  should  take  the  responsi-  i 
bility  of  labeling  publications.    No  siz-  ^ 
able  group  of  persons  would  be  likely  to  | 
agree  either  on  the  types  of  material  j 
which  should  be  labeled  or  the  sources  of  i 
information  which  should  be  regarded  with 
suspicion.    As  a  practical  consideration, 
a  librarian  who  labeled  a  book  or  magazine 
pro-communist  might  be  sued  for  libel." 

A  difference  of  opinion.    But  the  recom-j 
mendationa  of  the  Committee  on  Intellec-  \ 
tual  Freedom,  which  were  endorsed  by  the  ' 
Coimcil  of  the  ALA,  were  arrived  at  after  ' 
careful  study  and  deliberation,  plus  a  | 
nation-wide  poll  of  librarian  opinion.  | 
{klA  Bulletin  July/August  19^1)    The  Po3t«Bj 
opinions,  on  the  contrary,  must  now  be  j 
assumed  to  be  just  one  man's  opinion.  "He 
(John  Fox)  hag  been  considering  buying  the 
Boston  Post;  that  vrauld  give  him  a  mouth- 
piece."   (Fortune,  July  1952) 

Shall  we  Label?    The  Post,  so  anxious 
for  us  to  label,  might  do  a  little  label- 
ing on  its  own  account,  since  by  now  the 
news  and  editorial  opinions  are  hopelessly 
mixed.    Perhaps  they  should  warn  their 
readers,  "This  is  Editorial  Matter,  or 
Propaganda,  not  News," 


Note  that  after  ascertaining  that  the 
New  World  Review  was  available  at  the  pub- 
lic library,  a  Post  reporter  purchased  a 
copy  at  a  news  stand,  in  order  to  prepare 
the  story.    Apparently  it  was  freely 
available  there,  along  with  the  Daily  Work- 
er,   Nothing  said  about  censorship  of  news 
stands  as  yet,    A  clear  indication  that 
the  Post  is  less  interested  in  the  avail- 
ability of  pro-Russian  literature,  than  in 
DBking  an  attack  on  the  public  library. 
Why?    And  what  next? 

Winifred  F.  Root 


To  the  Editor: 

I  know  that  there  were  some  members 
of  the  Boston  Public  Library  staff  who  were 
as  deeply  disturbed  as  I  was  that  they 
could  not  honestly  sign  unqualified  approv- 
al to  The  Library  Bill  of  Rights  and  the 
resolution  on  Labeling  which  were  present- 
ed to  us  during  the  recent  controversy. 
We  had  a  single  choice  -  to  sign  or  not 
sign;  no  other  way  was  offered  us  to  voice 
our  protest  to  THE  BOSTON  POST'S  attack  on 
the  policies  of  the  library  or  to  express 
our  loyalty  to  the  institution  in  which  we 
work,    I  am  taking  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunity which  THE  QUESTION  MARK  affords  to 
present  here  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  I 
submitted  with  the  unsigned  petition  from 
City  Point  Branch  but  which  could  not  be 
accepted  at  the  time: 

No  one  on  the  staff  of  the  City  Point 
Branch  Library  wished  to  sign  the  petition 
presented, 

I  personally  regret  that  I  do  not  con- 
sider The  Library  Bill  of  Rights  and  the 
resolution  on  Labeling  an  adequate  state- 
ment on  the  stand  which  librarians  should 
take  in  such  controversies  as  the  present 
one.    Thus  I  cannot  honestly  affirm  my 
belief  in  the  principles  as  stated  therein, 

I  wish,  however,  to  go  on  record  as 
strongly  opposed  to  the  attack  now  being 
made  by  THE  BOSTON  POST  on  the  Boston  Pub- 
lic Library, 

(Signed)Mary  Louise  Oilman 
Branch  Librarian, 
City  Point  Branch  Library 
In  conclusion  I  should  like  to  present 
for  consideration  a  statement  by  a  distin- 
guished member  of  the  library  profession; 


ISr  Ralph  Ulveling,  Librarian,  Detroit  Pub- 
lic Library,  speaking  before  the  American 
Library  Association  in  July,  19^1,  said  in 
regard  to  the  second  article  of  The  Li- 
brary Bill  of  Rights: 

"The  usual  interpretation  of  this  -  no 
censorship  of  reading  materials  -  keeps 
open  important  channels  for  one  of  the 
enemy's  important  weapons  of  warfare, 
propaganda  6    For  months  I  have  thought  of 
the  incompatibility  of  this  library  policy 
with  my  obligation  as  an  American  citizen  ' 
and  with  the  obligation  of  the  institutionj 
I  represent  which  is  a  part  of  the  govern-j 
ment  itself o    No  American  librarian  I  am  i 
sure  would  ever  admit  that  his  profession  i 
and  his  citizenship  involved  him  in  ir-  I 
reconcilable  allegiances,"  ' 
Later,  in  answer  to  criticism  of  his  re-  j 
rarks,  ^  Ulveling  said:  I 

"My  statement,  I  had  hoped  would  not  be  | 
interpreted  as  an  attack  on  the  L.B.Re  but| 
would  lead  to  some  amplification  or  clari-j 
fication  or  refinement  of  the  original  I 
document  to  correct  these  misinterpreta-  ! 
tions,"  j 
These  brief  quotations  hardly  due  justice  j 
to  the  whole  report  printed  in  the  ALA  j 
Bulletin  for  November,  1951  and  which  j 
should  be  carefully  read  by  every  member  I 
of  the  library  profession  sincerely  con- 
cerned with  the  problems  of  book  selection 
and  intellectual  freedom. 

Respectfully  submitted; 

Mary  Louise  Oilman 


To  the  Soap  Box  Editor: 

Now  that  '•/re  are  off  the  POST  hook,  it 
might  seem  belated  and  even  anticlimactic 
to  say  anything  about  the  attack  we  re- 
cently underwent;  and  wiser  heads  will  say 
let  sleeping  Foxes  lie;  but  such  attacks 
are  generally  planned  and  premeditated  and 
might  be  repeated.    Hence  this  coiunento 

A  character  in  a  movie  I  saw  sometime 
ago  remarked  of  this  peculiar  age  of  ours 
that  the  human  race  must  be  having  a  ner- 
vous breakdown.    This  is  the  most  charita- 
bla  interpretation  that  can  be  made  of  the 
vicious  attack  on  the  first  principles  of 
our  profession  as  librarians  -  if  people 
like  Mr  Fox  and  his  informer  in  the  Li- 
brary may  be  said  to  belong  to  the  human 
race,    I  doubt  if  there  were  any  people  of 


even  tht;  most  elementary  intelligence  here 
at  the  Library  who  agreed  with  the  POST 
position,  but  some  members  of  the  staff 
have  personal  gripes  against  the  Adminis- 
tration and  any  stick  that  beats  it  be- 
comes an  Aaron's  rod.    Many  of  us  have 
areas  of  disagreement  with  the  Administra- 
tion -  I  have  one  as  wide  as  a  western 
prairie  myself  -  but  surely  it  is  obvious 
that  the  issues  raised  by  the  POST  blitz 
transcend  all  personal  considerations. 
The  POST  attack  was  an  ancient  abomination, 
beyond  common  sense  and  common  decency,  so 
it  was  sad  and  disheartening  to  see  some 
people  who  should  know  better  clamber  with 
such  unlovely  haste  on  so  creaky  and  dis- 
honorable a  bandwagon. 

It  was  surprising  to  find  a  mn  of  the 
reputed  cleverness  of  Mr  Fox  accept  such 
shoddy  currency  as  the  real  thing  from  his 
informer.    Has  there  ever  been  such  a  com- 
bination of  half  truths  and  v;hole  lies 
and  nasty  innuendoes  and  discourtesies  as 
was  dished  out  by  the  POST  that  week?  Had 
Mr  Fox  sent  one  bright  office  boy  to  the 
Library  he  could  have  learned  that  the 
papers  are  not  bought  with  city  money  but 
from  a  fund  left  by  a  different  kind  of 
American  than  either  Itr  Fox  or  his  inform- 
er; that  the  nanifesto  pamphlet  was  not 
specially  featured  in  a  display  case  but 
was  one  of  scores  of  such  pamphlets  adver- 
tising the  GREAT  BOOKS  courses;  that  the 
GREAT  BOOKS  program  is  not  a  Library  pro- 
ject but  originates  from  Chicago  and  is 
paid  for  by  that  organization;  that  the 
exhibit  was  not  especially  rushed  that 
week  but  had  been  arranged  for  with  Mr 
Ifenning  months  in  advance,  etCn,  etc.  Not 
even  }kr  MoDonough's  resignation  was  honest- 
ly reportedo 

We  are  librarians,  not  men  of  action, 
are  educators  and  guides,  custodians  of 
the  Word,  so  we  can  only  fight  back  -vath 
the  weapons  we  haveo    I  suggest  we  pelt 
our  enemies  with  texts.    The  most  appro- 
priate one  I  can  think  of  at  the  moment  is 
Dr  Johnson's  "Patriotism  is  the  last  refuge 
of  the  scoundrel".    Other  members  of  the 
staff  can  perhaps  come  up  with  others  as 
good. 

Having  read  in  the  past  how  very  powerful 
can  be  the  weapons  of  the  poet  and  how  ex- 
alted the  poet's  position  can  be:    "The  pen 
is  mightier  than  the  sword"  (Lytton;  "Poets 
are  the  unacknowledged  legislators  of  man- 
kind" (Shelley);  "The  poet  is  a  sovereign 
and  stands  on  the  centre"  (Emerson);  the 
poets  are  "Movers  and  shakers"  (O'Shaugnes- 
sy) ;  and  "A  verse  a  day  keeps  pigs  at  bay" 


(5fe),  I  cudgeled  my  brains  to  see  if  I 
could  make  up  some  poem  to  fit  this  occa- 
sion,   I  finally  came  up  with  one  of 
which  I  am  not  very  proud*    It  will  be 
seen  at  once  that  this  "poem"  is  remark- 
able neither  for  copiousness  nor  original- 
ity*   It  has  only  h  words,  the  first  three 
of  which  I  lifted  outright  from  Itr  Shake-- 
speare,  and  everybody  knows  the  last  word; 
but  it  rhymes  and  expresses  a  sentiment 
adequately;  so  until  the  other  poets  in 
the  Library  come  up  with  something  better^ 
I  hope  this  puny  heir  of  my  invention  vd.ll 
receive  some  consideration.    Here's  the 
poem: 

A  pox 
On  Fox, 

Harry  Andrews 

To  the  Editor; 

Congratulations  to  the  Editorial 
Board  of  the  Question  Ivhrk  for  endorsing 
the  letter  in  last  month's  Soap  Box  con- 
demning the  Library's  action  in  removing 
from  open  shelves  a  "controversial"  bookc 
Congratulations,  too,  to  Miss  Jane  Ifen- 
thorne  for  expressing  so  ably  the  indigna- 
tion of  all  thinking  members  of  the  staff o 


G.M.A. 


Lear  Editor: 

Recent  salary  increases  among  City 
Employees 's  points  up  discrepancies  exist- 
ing among  the  sub-professionals  in  the  li- 
brary. 

^^Hiile  cleaning  women  in  city  depart- 
ments, working  a  thirty-hour  week,  are  to 
receive  a  salary  of  fifty-six  dollars  a 
week,  sub-professionals  v^orking  a  thirty- 
five  hour  week,  being  required  to  pass  ten 
exams  and  in  most  cases  doing  vfork  requir- 
ing considerable  training  and  ability,  are 
earning  the  paltry  maximum  of  less  than 
fifty  dollars  a  week. 

We  are  not  criticizing  the  action 
raising  the  salaries  of  cleaning  women, 
but  we  are  wondering  how  soon  the  library 
will  take  steps  to  effect  a  decent  living 
wage  for  the  sub-professional. 

Sympathetic  professional 


Editor  Soap  Box: 

I  was  quite  intrigued  by  a  quotation 
from  "Thus  be  it  ever"  in  the  last  issue 
of  The  Question  Mgrko    This  quotation  from 
Allan  Kevins  is  "The  Soviet  System  has  been 
sharply  criticized.    But  the  devotion  of 
the  Russian  people  is  proof  enough  that  it 
is  ribbed  with  fine  elements o"    I  have  ask- 
ed many  persons  what  they  thought  was  im- 
plied by  that  quotation  and  they  said  they 
believed,  as  I  did,  that  it  meant  that  the 
Russian  people  were  devoted  to  the  Soviet 
System,    Ncav  even  ten  years  ago  those  of 
us  who  had  read  the  basic  materials  of 
Russian  Coramiinism  knew  that  an  extremely 
small  percentage  of  the  Russian  people  were 
Communists  and  that  the  Russian  people  were 
not  devoted  to  the  Soviet  System,    Any  book 
or  person  implying  that  Russian  Communism 
was  anything  but  the  rule  of  the  majority 
by  a  ruthless  minority  v;ould  seem  to  me  to 
be  open  to  question  as  authoritative.  As 
to  many  of  the  other  selections  noted  I  am 
sure  they  are  fine  and  I  am  almost  as  cer- 
tain that  they  are  contained  in  other  col- 
lections. 

Furthermore,  I  do  not  think  that  in  this 
instance  there  was  any  question  of  the 
right  to  "write  or  publish"  which  T/vas  the 
basis  of  the  Roger  Holmes  quotations 

Many  of  us  are  just  as  concerned  about 
"censorship"  as  such,  as  the  writer  of  the 
letter.    However,  we  do  not  let  ourselves 
become  emotional  because  some  emotion- 
charged  word  is  used  until  we  have  examined 
the  situation  thoroughly.    We  do  not  forget 
that  even  in  disagreement,  we  must  respect 
other  rights  -  the  right  of  a  Trustee  as  a 
member  of  the  policy  making  body  of  the  li- 
brary, the  right  of  the  free  press,  the 
rights  of  individuals  to  agree  or  disagree, 
and  in  this  matter  a  feeling  that  a  collec- 
tion of  a  type  involved  (Open  Shelf  Collec- 
tion) might  be  governed  by  certain  criteria 
not  applicable  to  the  collection  as  a  whole. 

It  would  seem  that  the  prof essions;:!  ap^ 
proach  would  have  been  for  those  concerned 
with  book  selection  to  have  stated  their 
concern  in  regard  to  the  action  involved 
in  writing-*  for  transmission  to  the  policy 
making  officials  of  the  library,  who  would 
undoubtedly  have  taken  the  matter  under 
consideration  and  acted  according  to  tho 
best  interests  of  all.    As  the  writer  of 
the  lettef  did  not  r^Sei'  t6  any  evidence  to 
tiae  contrary  we  must  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  her  concern  was  based    solely  on  a 
newspaper  story  and  not  on  an  official  pro- 
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nouncement  of  any  kind. 

Sincerely, 
Mary  F.  Daly 

*    Editor's  Note; 

It  may  not  be  generally  knovm,  but 
the  Adult  Bocl:  Selection  Committee  on  HA.VE 
August  28,  1952,  sent  to  the  Director  a 
protest  regarding  the  Thus  be  it  ever 
incidents 

BABY  SECPIEP.  FOR  JULIE  GURNETT 


On  Monday,  October  6,  a  surprise  shower 
party  was  given  for  Mrs  Julia  Manning 
Gurnett,  of  the  Rare  Book  Department,  by 
Mrs  Margaret  Butler  of  the  Periodical  De- 
partment.   About  thirty-five  members  of 
the  Library  staff  and  their  families  were 
on  hand  to  dispose  of  some  marvellous  food 
(including  lobster  rolls;  and  vratch  I'frs 
Gurnett  open  thirty-five  appropriate  gifts 

NEP0N5ET  Br<J^.NCH  NOTES 

October  lit  the  youngsters  crowded  the 
Library  for  the  first  film  program.  There 
was  plenty  of  enthusiasm  but  not  enough 
room.    Everything  available  (chairs,  . 
ledges,  scrap  baskets,  and  tables)  'uas 
used  but  a  great  many  were  turned  away. 
The  lucky  ones  enjoyed  the  pictures  very 
much.    All  are  looking  forward  to  the  next 
shewing. 


October  15  the  members  of  the  "Summer 
Reading  Club"  and  their  parents  were  enter- 
tained by  Miss  Madalene  D.  Holt  and  Miss 
Mildred  Presente,    As  guest  speaker  Miss 
Virginia  Haviland  explained  the  various 
steps  in  the  procedure  of  writing  her  bookj 
"William  Penn'"  •    Some  book  games  were 
played  and  then  the  certificates  were 
awarded.    The  youngest  and  the  oldest  boy 
and  girl  who  had  read  the  most  books  were 
given  galley  proofs  by  Miss  Haviland. 
Refreshments  and  a  social  time  were  enjoy- 
ed. 
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A  REPCBT  TO  THE  STAFF 

NoYT  that  the  tumult  and  the  shouting  have  died,  it  seems  desirable,  in  view  of  the 
many  rumors  and  stories  "which  have  been  circulated  recently  and  #iich  have  had  serious 
effects  upon  the  morale  of  the  staff,  that  there  be  made  to  the  staff  a  factual  state- 
ment, step  by  step,  of  a  series  of  events  which  have  taken  place  since  the  September 
issue  of  The  Question  Mark,    Therefore,  the  editorial  for  the  current  issue  has  been 
omitted  and  the  following  facts  are  submitted  for  the  record. 

All  statements  made  concerning  individual  members  of  the  staff  have  been  pre- 
sented to  the  individuals  and  have  been  verified  by  them, 

1,  On  Friday,  September  26,  1952,  three  members  of  The  Boston  Public  Library  Profes- 
sional Staff  Association  approached  the  President,  Eamon  E.  McDonough,  and  asked 
if  there  might  be  scheduled  for  Tuesday,  September  30,  1952,  a  meeting  of  the 
Association  so  that  the  staff  would  have  an  opportunity  to  discuss  the  A«L«A.  Bill 
of  Rights  and  Statement  on  Labeling,  and  perhaps  the  attack  being  made  on  the 
Boston  Public  Library  by  the  Boston  POST,  and  express  an  opinion  if  they  so  de- 
sired.   It  was  hoped  that  notice  of  the  meeting  could  be  sent  out  in  the  Friday 
noon  delivery  to  branch  libraries. 

2,  When  no  notice  was  forthcoming  at  11:14.5  a.m.  (the  deadline  for  getting  material 
to  the  Shipping  Room  is  12  n,),  the  President  was  contacted.    He  reported  that  he 
had  canvassed  the  members  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Association  and  they  were 
opposed  to  calling  a  meeting  by  a  vote  of  6  to  3>  but  that  the  matter  would  be 
taken  up  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  scheduled  for  2:30  that  afternoon. 

3,  At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Association,  held  on  Friday  afternoon, 
September  26,  1952,  after  lengthy  discussion,  it  was  agreed  by  a  vote  of  7  to  1 
(the  9th  member  of  the  board  was  absent),  that  no  action  could  be  taken  by  the 
Association  until  the  Library's  Board  of  Trustees  and  the  Director  had  made  a 
statement  of  policy  regarding  book  selection;  that,  therefore,  no  meeting  of  the 
Association  should  be  called  at  this  time. 

h»    On  September  30,  1952,  copies  of  the  Library  Bill  of  Rights  and  the  Statement  on 

Labeling  were  distributed  throughout  the  Library  system  by  the  Administration  in  the 
the  usual  fashion  of  sending  notices. 

$.    A  substantial  number  of  staff  members  felt  that,  if  the  Association  would  not  call 
a  meeting  of  its  membership,  individual  members  of  the  staff  should  be  given  an 
opportunity  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  Library  Bill  of  Rights  and  the  statement 
on  Labeling.    Consequently  a  meeting  was  held  on  Monday,  September  30,  1952,  with 
permission  granted  in  accordance  with  the  practices  in  effect  for  granting  per- 
mission for  similar  meetings  of  committees  from  the  staff.    After  careful  consid- 
eration of  the  situation,  the  group  felt  that  an  expression  of  opinion  from  the 
staff  on  the  Library  Bill  of  Rights  and  tho  statement  on  Labeling,  and  their  ap- 
plication to  the  present  attack  being  made  by  the  Boston  POST  on  the  Boston  Public 
Library,  should  be  sent  to  the  Trustees'  Meeting    scheduled  for  Friday,  Octo- 
ber 3,  1952. 
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6.    A  statement  -vvas  drawn  up  and  permission  for  its  circulation  granted  by  the  Per- 
sonnel Office,  and  on  September  30,  and  October  1  and  2,  all  full-time  members 
of  the  bibliothecal  staff  were  given  the  opportunity  of  signing  if  they  so  de- 
sired, 

7»    On  Wednesday  afternoon,  the  group  met  again  and  drew  up  a  covering  letter  which 
was  signed  by  individual  members  of  the  group, 

8,  At  a  meeting  of  Chiefs  in  the  Division  of  Home  Reading  and  Community  Services 
held  on  Wednesday,  October  1,  a  letter  was  sent  to  the  Trustees  from  the  group 
testifying  to  the  fact  that  no  coercion  has  been  used  in  getting  staff  members 
to  sign  the  statement,  (See:    Exhibit  B) 

9.  Friday  noon  the  statements,  signed  by  2/3  of  the  bibliothecal  staff ^  together 
with  the  letter  of  transmittal,  were  taken  to  the  office  of  Lee  M,  Friedman, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  left,  with  the  verbal  statement  that 
they  were  being  delivered  voluntarily  on  a  lunch  hour  and  were  for  the  Trustees ' 
Meeting  scheduled  for  that  afternoon,    (See:    Exhibit  A,  1,2,3,U)« 

10,    On  September  30,  19^2,  there  occurred  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the 

Boston  Public  Library  Professional  Staff  Association  ,  at  which  time  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Association  resigned  from  his  position  and  from  the  Association, 
giving  no  reason  for  his  resignations. 

XL.    On  October  1,  19^2,  the  Association  issued  two  notices  -  (l)  Announcement  of  the 
resignation  of  the  president,  and  (2)  an  explanation  of  its  failure  to  call  a 
meeting  on  September  30,  1952.    (See:    Exhibits  C  and  D), 

OTHER  PERTINENT  FACTS 

A,    There  was  no  coercion  applied  to  any  member  of  the  staff  to  persuade  him  or  her 
to  sign  the  statement. 

Bo    All  costs  were  paid  for  by  individual  staff  members. 

G,    The  Library  lost  no  working  hours  inasmuch  as  each  individual  involved  worked  a 
full  weeks '  schedule, 

D,    The  group  of  individuals  who  drevj-  up  the  statement  did  not  release  it  to  the 
Boston  POST  at  any  time  for  publication,    A  typing  error  on  the  copy  in  the 
paper  was  proof  of  the  fact  that  the  reproduction  had  not  been  made  from  the 
original  copy. 
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EXHIBIT  A  -  1 

Boston,  Massachusetts 
1  October  19^2 

To  the  Board  of  Trustees 
Boston  Public  Library- 
Boston  17,  Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

The  accompanying  presentations  from  bibliothecal  units  within 
the  Boston  Public  Library  System  are  transmitted  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed  by  l8  full-time  membore  oi  the  staff) 


EXHIBIT  A  -  2 


We,  the  undersigned,  full-time  members  of  the  staff  of  the 
Boston  Public  Library,  draw  to  the  attention  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  Boston  Public  Library,  at  this  time : 

First,  our  belief  in  the  principles  enunciated  in  the 
Library  Bill  of  Rights,  adopted  by  the  Council 
of  the  Anierican  Library  Association  on  June  18, 
19ii8,  and  in  the  statement  on  Labeling,  adopted 
by  the  Council  of  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion on  July  13,  1951;  and 

Secondly,  our  conviction  that  the  principles  set  forth 
in  these  two  documents  should  be  applied  in 
combatting  the  attack  currently  being  made  by 
THE  BOSTON  POST  on  the  exercise  of  intellec- 
tual freedom  in  the  Boston  Public  Library. 

Copies  of  the  Library  Bill  of  Rights  and  of  the  statement 
on  Labeling  are  attached. 


EXHIBIT  A  -  3 

Adopted  by  Council  of  American  Library  Association  on  J\ine  l8,  19hQ 

LIBRARY  BILL  OF  RIGHTS 


The  Council  of  the  American  Library  Association  reaffirms  its 
belief  in  the  follovdng  basic  policies  which  should  govern  the 
services  of  all  libraries : 

!•    As  a  responsibility  of  library  service,  books  and 
other  reading  matter  selected  should  be  chosen  for 
values  of  interest,  information  and  enlightenment 
of  all  the  people  of  the  community.    In  no  case 
should  any  book  be  excluded  because  of  the  race  or 
nationality,  or  the  political  or  religious  views 
of  the  writer. 


2,    There  should  be  the  fullest  practicable  provision 
of  material  presenting  all  points  of  view  concerning 
the  problems  and  issues  of  our  timesp  international, 
national,  and  local;  and  books  or  other  reading 
matter  of  soulid  factual  authority  should  not  be  pro- 
scribed or  removed  from  library  shelves  because  of 
partisan  or  doctrinal  disapproval, 

3«    Censorship  of  books,  urged  or  practiced  by  volunteer 
arbiters  of  morals  or  political  opinion  or  by  organi- 
zations that  would  establish  a  coercive  concept  of 
Americanism,  must  be  challenged  by  libraries  in  main- 
tenance of  their  responsibility  to  provide  public 
information  and  enlightenment  through  the  printed 
word. 

ho    Libraries  should  enlist  the  cooperation  of  allied 
groups  in  the  fields  of  science,  of  education,  and 
of  book  publishing  in  resisting  all  abridgment  of 
the  free  access  to  ideas  -:ind  full  freedom  of  ex- 
pression that  are  the  tradition  and  heritage  of 
Americans. 

$,    As  an  institution  of  education  for  democratic  living, 
the  library  should  welcome  the  use  of  its  meeting 
rooms  for  socially  useful  and  cultural  activities  and 
discussion  of  current  public  questions.    Such  meeting 
places  should  be  availabl<=  on  equal  terms  to  all  groups 
in  the  community  regardless  of  the  beliefs  and  affilia- 
tions of  their  members. 
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EXHIBIT  A  -  U 

Adopted  by  Council  of  American  Library  Association  on  July  13,  1951 

UBELING 


In  view  of  our  ovm  convictions  and  those  of  other  practicing 
librarians  whose  counsel  we  sought,  the  Coimittee  on  Intellectual 
Freedom  recominends  to  the  American  Library  Association  Council  the 
following  policy  with  respect  to  labeling  library  materials: 

Librarians  should  not  use  the  technique  of  labeling  as  a  means 
of  predisposing  readers  against  library  materials  for  the  following 
reasons : 

1,  Although  totalitarian  states  find  it  easy  and  even 
proper,  according  to  their  ethics,  to  establish 
criteria  for  judging  publications  as  "subversive," 
injustice  and  ignorance  rather  than  justice  and 
enlightenment  result  from,  such  practices,  and  the 
American  Library  Association  has  a  responsibility 
to  take  a  stand  against  the  establishment  of  such 
criteria  in  a  democratic  state. 

2,  Libraries  do  not  advocate  the  ideas  fo\md  in  their 
collections.    The  presence  of  a  magazine  or  book  in 
a  library  does  not  indicate  an  endorsement  of  its 
contents  by  the  library. 

3,  No  one  person  should  take  the  responsibility  of 
labeling  publications.    No  sizable  group  of  persons 
would  be  likely  to  agree  either  on  the  types  of 
material  ^Arf^ich  should  be  labeled  or  the  s'^urces  of 
information  T/hich  should  be  regarded  with  suspicioni. 
As  a  practical  consideration,  a  librarian  who  labeled 
a  book  or  magazine  pro-communist  might  be  sued  for 
libel. 

U.    Labeling  is  an  attempt  to  prejudice  the  reader,  and 
as  such,  it  is  a  censor's  tool, 

5.  Labeling  violates  the  spirit  of  the  Library  Bill  of 
Rights. 

6,  Although  we  are  all  agreed  that  communism  is  a  threat 
to  the  free  world,  if  materials  are  labeled  to  pacify 
one  group,  there  is  no  excuse  for  refusing  to  label 

any  item  in  the  library's  collectiono    Because  communism, 
fascism,  or  other  authoritarianisms  tend  to  suppress  ideas 
and  attempt  to  coerce  individuals  to  conform  to  a  specific 
ideology,  American  librarians  must  be  opposed  to  such 
"isms."    We  are,  then,  anti-communist,  but  we  are  also 
opposed  to  any  other  group  which  aims  at  closing  any  path 
to  knowledge. 


i 
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EXHIBIT  B 


To  the  Director: 

At  a  meeting  of  Branch  Librarians  on  October  1st, 
it  was  voted  to  present  the  following  facts  to  the  Director 
for  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  re  the  article  "Red  Book 
Petition  at  Library^"  which  appeared  in  the  current 
edition  of  the  Boston  Post. 

Since  the  facts  were  falsified  by  the  newspaper 
article  we  wish  to  state  the  following: 

A  group  of  interested  staff  members  met  on  their 
own  time  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  a  means  of  presenting 
to  the  Trustees  an  affirmation  of  their  faith  in  the  "Library 
Bill  of  Rights."    The  "potition"  ^nsls  initiated  by  staff 
members  below  the  rank  of  "official"  and  distributed  on 
their  own  time.    In  circulating  the  "petition,"  it  was 
suggested  that  the  individ^oal  read  carefully  the  attached 
Library  Bill  of  Rights  and  if  in  agreement  to  sign  his  name. 
In  most  cases  the  "petition"  was  left  at  the  branch  libraries 
to  be  examined  at  the  convenience  of  staff  members.  All 
signatures  were  given  voluntarily. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed  by  four  Branch  Librarians 
in  reoresentation  of  the  entire 
group) 

EXHIBIT  C 

BOSTON  PUBLIC  LIBPJIRY  PROFESSIONAL  STAFF  ASSXIATION 


To  Association  Members: 

We  regret  to  announce  the 
resignation  of  Mr  Eamon  E.  McDonough  as  President  of 
the  Association.    In  accordance  vd.th  Article  I,  Sec- 
tion 2  of  the  By-Laws  of  the  Association,  Mr  Gerald 
L,  Ball,  Vice  President,  will  assume  the  office  of 
President. 

William  Rc  Lewis 
Recording  Secretary 


October  1,  19^2 


I 
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EXHIBIT  D 


BOSTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  PROFESSIONAL  STAFF  ASSOCIATION 


To  Association  Members: 

The  f ollovrLng  statement  is  issued  by  the  Executive 
Board  in  an  attempt  to  clarify  the  question  arising  over  failure  to  call 
a  meeting  of  the  Association  on  Tuesday,  September  30,  1952* 

On  Friday,  September  26,  1952,  the  then  President  of  our  Association 
was  approached  by  three  members  of  the  Association  with  the  request  that 
he  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  Association  on  Tuesday,  September  30,  19^2, 
for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  current  controversy  in  the  public  press 
on  censorship  of  certain  library  materials o 

The  President  called  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board  Friday  after- 
noon, to  discuss  this  request.    It  was  decided  that  it  would  not  be  ad- 
visable to  hold  such  a  meeting  of  the  Association  before  the  Board  of 
Trustees  and  the  Administration  had  formulated  a  statement  of  policy,,  It 
was  felt  that  any  course  of  action  would  constitute  a  discourtesy  to  the 
Trustees  and  the  Administ rati one 

However,  members  are  assured  that  full  consideration  will  be  given 
to  any  further  requests  after  such  a  statement,  if  it  is  still  thought 
Association  diecussion  necessary, 

William  R«  Lewis 
Recording  Secretary 


1  October  1952 
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PERSONAL  NOTES 

New  Eniployees 

Gerard  J.  Mahoney,  Book  Stack  Service, 
formerly  part-time  in  Open  Shelf  Depart- 
ment. 

Robert  A,  Collyer,  Book  Stack  Service. 

}iarie  S,  Devlin,  Book  Selection  Depart- 
ment, Division  of  Home  Reading  and  Commun- 
ity Services. 

Helen  K,  Murphy,  Book  Stack  Service, 

Jean  A,  ^oritz.  Book  Stack  Service, 

Transfers 

}SsLT±e  T,  Hastie,  from  City  Point  to  West 
End. 

Mrs  Josephine  H,  Kelley,  from  South  End 
to  Uphams  Comer. 

Mrs  yiary  B,  LaFollette,  from  Uphams 
Corner  to  South  End. 

Emilia  M.  Lange,  from  General  Reference 
Department  to  the  Print  Departnent. 

Resignations 

Harold  A.  Brackett,  Book  Stack  Service, 
to  enter  the  Army. 

Robert  i  Harris,  Book  Stack  Service,  to 
accept  a  position  with  the  A.C.  Lawrence 
Leather  Corp.  of  Peabody,  Mass. 

Mrs  Ruth  M,  Gibson,  Jamaica  Plain,  to 
remain  at  home, 

Mrs  Mary  J.  Silberraan,  West  End,  to 
remain  at  home, 

Marilyn  Bruhn,  Trustees  Office,  to 
accept  another  position ^ 

Adelaide  Lockhart,  General  Reference 
Department,  to  accept  a  position  at  Yale 
University  Library, 

ENGAGEIJENTS 

Helen  G.  Pappas,  Information  Office,  to 
Arthur  J.  F,  Sullivan  of  Arlington,  who  is 
presently  working  in  Corning,  N.Y, 

Mary  T.  Kenny  of  the  Personnel  Office 
was  the  guest  of  honor  at  a  dinner  party 
and  shower  given  by  Pearl  Smart  and  Eliza- 
beth Wright  at  Miss  Smart's  home  on  Satxur- 
day,  October  18,  1952,    Miss  Kenny  became 
engaged  to  Pvt,  Richard  J.  UcY.ara.ee  on 
May  10,  1952,    He  is  now  serving  with  the 
"D.S,  Array  in  France, 


STORK  EVENTS 

The  storks  have  evidently  gone  South  for 
the  winter i  only  two  babies  to  report  this 
issue, 

Mrs  Irene  Bixler  Lyons,  formerly  of  the 
Information  Office,  gave  birth  to  her  third 
daughter,  Kathleen,  on  September  26, 

Mr  and  Mrs  Allan  Angoff ,  Flushing,  New 
York,  announce  the  birth  of  a  dauj^hter, 
Naomi  Beth,  on  November  11,  19^2,  a  sister 
to  Jay  Bernard,    Mrs  Angoff  is  the  former 
Florence  Adelson, 

WEDDING5 

On  Monday,  October  6,  at  2:00  p.m^,  at 
Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  Church  in  Jamaica 
Plain,  Mary  Elizabeth  O'Brien,  Information 
Office,  became  the  bride  of  William  R.  Fox, 
Margaret  Hines,  also  of  the  Information 
Office,  was  the  organist  at  the  ceremony. 
After  a  short  honeymoon  the  groom  entered 
the  U,S,  Army  and  is  now  stationed  in  Fort 
Lee,  Virginia,    Mrs  Fox  has  returned  to 
school  and  work. 

* 

Jean  Richardson.,  v/ho  was  on  the  staff  of 
the  Personriel  Office  from  June  19ii9  to 
August  1950 >  v^as  married  at  Christ  Church, 
Cambridge,  to  Herman  T,  Silvius,III,  on 
Sunday,  November  9,  1952,    Members  of  the 
Personnel  Office  staff  attended  the  wedding 
and  reception, 

BEST  WISHES  FOR  A  SPEEDY  RECOVERY 
TO 

Mary  E,  Jiulvaney,  Registration  Depart- 
ment, 1  Rena  Street,  Allston  3U» 

Rose  Karaian,  New  England  Baptist  Hospi- 
tal, 91  Parker  Hill  Avenue,  Roxbury 
Crossing  20 i,  Branch  Issue  Department. 

Katharine  G,  Sullivan,  General  Reference 
Department,  13  Hartford  Street,  Dorches- 
ter 2U. 
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THE  STAFF  IN  THE  WIDE,  WIDE  WORLD 

Elizabeth  B.  Boudreau,  Chief  of  the  In- 
foriuation  Office,  was  the  principal  speak- 
er at  the  meeting  of  the  Bookbuilders  Club 
of  Boston  on  Monday,  October  27»  Her 
topic  was  the  recent  controversy  over  com- 
munistic literature  which  was  instigated 
by  Boston  Post, 

* 

The  Catholic  Digest  for  November  1952 
carried  a  reprint  of  "The  Prince  of  Soups 
and  Potatoes  Julienne"  by  V/illiam  J. 
Gumey  of  the  Audio-Visual  Department 
?rhich  appeared  originally  in  the  Boston 
Pilot  for  February  23,  1952. 

On  Tuesday,  November  U,  at  U:00  p.m., 
Mrs  Helen  F,  Hirson  was  the  guest  of  Nell 
Gabriel  of  TOMS.    Two  mgmbers  of  The  Never 
Too  Late  Group,  Ethel  L.  Osgood  and  Harry 
S.  Brads tree t,  also  participated  in  the 
program.    They  discussed  the  activities 
of  The  Never  Too  Late  Group. 

•»• 

Arthur  V/.  Heintzelman,  Keeper  of  Prints, 
has  been  re-elected  a  Trustee  of  the  Rhode 
Island  School  of  Design,    His  term  will 
extend  to  1958.    He  has  also  been  re- 
appointed a  member  of  the  Library  Commit- 
tee of  the  Corporation. 


"THEREFORE  be  it  resolved  that  the  Execu- 
tive Board  of  the  Jewish  Book  Council  of 
America  in  meeting  assembled  on  October  l5> 
1952,  herewith  offer  its  expression  of 
appreciation  for  the  unique  services  of 
Miss  Fanny  Goldstein  in  the  spread  of  Jew- 
ish books  and  extend  to  her  its  most  sin- 
cere wishes  for  many  more  years  of  fruit- 
ful endeavor  in  the  world  of  literature. 

Signed:    Sol  Liptzin 

President 
Signed:    Philip  Goodman 
Executive  Secretary" 

■)Ksh;-;hj-;hhh<- 

HAPPY  SUNDAY 

On  Sunday,  October  19,  the  entire  Book 
Selection  Department,  both  Reference  and 
Home  Reading  Services  Divisions,  thoroughly 
enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  Christine  Hayes, 
Chief  of  Book  Selection  for  Reference  and 
Research  Services,  Emrritug,    Because  none 
of  us  had  seen  Miss  Hayes  since  her  retire- 
ment, we  were  all  happily  surprised  at  the 
healthy  contentment  in  her  smile  when  she 
greeted  us  at  the  Berkeley  in  ITellesley 
Hills,    We  v/ere  delighted,  too,  of  course, 
irith  the  delicious  food  served  5,t  the 


Berkeley  -  a  restaurant  -.^rhich  we  highly 
Fanny  Goldstein  inaugurated  the  celebra-| recommend  to  other  staff  members  -  as  huge 

quantities  of  turkey,  dick  and  roast  beef 
piled  before  us  in  an  abundant  full  course 
dinner  presided  over  bj  Miss  Hayes.  Func- 


tion of  JeTTlsh  Book  Month  with  a  lecture 
entitled  "Highlights  of  the  Jewish  Liter*- 
ary  Year"  at  the  Central  Library,  Lecture 


Hall  on  Sunday  afternoon,  November  9.  She i tioning  thoughtfully  5nd  graciously  as  she 
was  introduced  by  Leonard  Kaplan  represent+always  does,  our  hostess  took  us  to  her 


ing  the  Jewish  Centers  Association  of 
Boston, 

Among  the  many  special  greetings  rer 
ceived  by  Fanny  Goldstein  on  November  1, 
the  occasion  of  her  Thirtieth  Anniversary 


I  charming  and  venerable  house  in  Natick 
after  dinner  -  not  forgetting  a  slow  drive 
through  the  Wellesle;*  campus  on  the  way. 
The  male  members  of  the  Bos'ton  Public  Li- 
brary staff  can  easily  imagine  -  with  ges- 
tures, probably  -  hov  eagerly  we  four 


as  Branch  Librarian  at  West  End  Branch  Li- j women  explorad  every  noon  aYui  cranny  of 
brary,  was  the  following  set  of  resolu*-      ;Miss  Hayes'  home,  r-jvelling  in  the  immense 
tions  inscribed  by  the  Jev;ish  Bock  Council  storage  spaces  practically  ocaolete  in 


of  America: 

''WHBABAS  Miss  Fanny  Goldstein  has  ren- 
dered exceptional  service  to  the  cause  of 
Jewish  literature  for  many  long  years, 

"WHBARAS  she  has  been  the  organizer  of 
Jewish  Book  Week  and  has  continued  to 


these  days  of  compact  living,  admiring 
'lovely  old  beds  and  Windsor  Jhairs,  and 
j trying  not  to  be  envious  of  such  comfort- 
able living.    After  an  all-tco-brief  chat, 
jour  hostess  brought  the  afternoon  to  a 
, climax  by  serving  tea  replete  with  freshly- 


serve  this  project  in  many  capacities  cul-!made  bread,  chive  butter,  coCkies  and  a 


minating  in  the  office  of  Honorary  Presi- 
dent of  the  Jevdsh  Book  Council  of  AmericaJhome. 

"WHEREAS  she  is  now  marking  the  thirti-  | there, 
eth  anniversary  of  her  affiliation  with 
the  Boston  Public  Library, 


jar  of  marmlade  for  oach  of  ^^b  to  take 
Sorry  you  all  couldn't  >ave  been 
The  Book  Selection  Department  will 
long  remember  what  the  rest  of  you  missed. 


B.^i.W, 
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RETIREMENTS 
PATRICK  A.  KENNETY 

Patrick  Ao  Kennedy  retired  from  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Library  on  September  3'^)  1952  c. 
Mr  Kennedy  began  his  service  in  the  Li- 
brary in  1906,  employed  as  Elevator  Opera- 
tor, Junior  Building  Custodian,  and  Senior 
Building  Custodian.  His  was  a  life  of  de- 
votion both  in  the  Libraiy  and  at  home 
with  his  aging,  blind  mother, 

Zt  would  be  difficult  to  find  anyone  in 
the  present  or  past  employ  of  the  Library 
with  a  more  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
physical  plant  of  the  Library<.    In  his 
quiet  unobstrusive  way  he  was  always  will- 
ing to  be  of  help  to  all.  .  His  was  truly 
"a  service  beyond  all  recompense". 

Mr  Kennedy  was  a  member  of  the  Library 
llaintenance  Employees',  Local  1311;,  and  of 
the  Quarter  Century  Club,  and  for  years 
was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and 
the  Publications  Committee  of  the 
Employees'  Benefit  Association. 

Our  beat  wishes  go  to  "Parky"  as  he 
leaves  the  Library.    May  he  enjoy  many 
long  and  happy  years  to  come. 


CHRISTINE  HAYES 

Christine  Hayes,  v;ho  became  Chief  of 
Book  Selection  for  Reference  and  Research 
Services,  Emeritus,  upon  the  completion  of 
forty  years  of  service  in  the  Boston  Pub- 
lic Library,  was  g-aest  of  honor  at  a  tea 
in  the  Women's  Lounge,  Central  Library, 
on  Viednesday,  October  29,  from  3  to  6  poffio 
Hiss  Hayes  was  greeted  by  her  many  friends 
who  are  still  actively  at  work  in  the  Li- 
brary and  by  others  v;ho  came  for  this 
special  occasion:    Nathan  H,  Friedman, 
^rjstee,  Mrs  Edith  H.  Bailey,  Piarry  S. 
Brads treet,  Mrs  Mildred  Connolly,  Elsie 
Coolidge,  M,  Florence  Cufflin,  lirs  ?fery 
W»  Dietrichson,  Edith  Guerrier,  Alice  E. 
Hanson,  Alice  M,  Jordan,  I'^'illiam  C,  Jfeiers, 
Mrs  Phebe  i-IcDonough,  Mrs  Kitty  I'fcGarr, 
Mrs  Margaret  Niland,  Morris  Rosenberg, 
Elizabeth  P.  Ross,  Mary  E.  Toy,  and 
Rebecca  E.  Willis,    Four  visiting  librar- 
ians from  Germany  were  invited  to  join  in 
the  festivities,  thereby  acquiring  a 
knov;ledge  of  the  non-technical  side  of  li- 
brary work  in  a  large  American  library. 

The  room  vra.s  charmingly  decorated  with  a 
variety  of  chrysanthemums.  Sandwiches, 


tea,  coffee,  and  pastries  were  serveda 

Edna  G,  Peck,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
in  charge  of  the  tea,  presented  a  generous 
cash  gift,  enfolded  in  a  unique  bill  fold 
designed  and  made  by  Harriet  Swift  and 
Mildred  E,  Somes,  and  bearing  the  inscrip- 
tii^n: 

"To  Christine  Hayes,  with  affection 
and  good  wishes,  for  a  gift  of  her 
own  choosing  in  remembrance  of:" 
Attached  thereto  was  a  long  white  satin 
ribbon  bearing  the  names  of  the  donors  - 
some  one  hundred  and  sixty  friends.  In 
her  remarks.  Miss  Peck  told  of  her  early 
days  in  Central  which  had  been  made  less 
terrifying  by  ¥d.ss  Hayes's  gracious  guid- 
ance, and  of  the  later  years  of  close 
association.    Her  memories  of  Miss  Hayes's 
unfailing  kindness,  loyalty,  sense  of 
humor,  and  understanding  of  h\iman  nature 
were  shared  by  all  present,  who  were  say- 
ing good-bye  to  her  reluctantly,  while, 
at  the  same  time,  wishing  her  special 
happiness  as  she  continues  to  enjoy  old 
hobbies  and  finds  time  for  the  pursuance 
of  new  ones  0 

The  following  letter  from  Miss  Hayes  is 
self-explanatory. 

Dear  Miss  Peck: 

Wonderful  people  you  are  in 
the  Boston  Public  Library]    I  have  always 
known  it. 

But  the  mem'sry  of  what  you  did  for  me  on 
Wednesday  is  something  that  I  shall  treas- 
ure In  my  heart  as  long  as  I  live.  The 
friends  v;ho  came  on  that  day,  the  genicrous 
gift  so  gracefully  packaged,  the  good 
cheer,  and  tfcc  messages  are  all  parts  of 
the  loveliest  leave-taking  that  one  could 
have. 

To  you  busy  workers  who  have  made  this 
possible  on  t'^p  of  all  the  other  things 
that  you  do,      don'lj  know  how  to  say 
"thank-you"p    I  love  you. 

Gratefully  yours, 

Christine  Hayes 


October  31,  1952 


i 
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MARY  GOLDEN 

On  Saturday,  November  8,  at  2  pemo, 
Mary  'Golden  was  guest  of  honor  at  a  lunch- 
eon at  Novack's,  in  Brookline,  arranged  by 
the  Mattapan  staff  on  the  occasion  of  her 
retirement  from  the  Library,    On  behalf  of 
the  forty-two  members  and  former  members 
of  the  Library  staff  who  were  present,  Mrs 
Ada  Andelman,  Supervisor  of  Home  Reading 
and  Community  Services,  gave  to  Miss 
Golden  a  handsora  billfold  and  a  generous 
gift  of  money.    She  was  also  presented 
Yfith  a  lovely  orchid  corsage.  Theodora 
Scoff,  Librarian  of  Jfettapan  Branch,  paid 
a  glowing  tribute  to  Miss  Golden  and  ex- 
pressed the  regrets  of  herself  and  the 
group  for  the  Library's  loss  of  a  valuable 
assistant  and  treasured  friend.    In  her 
honor,  the  two  original  "poems"  given  be- 
low were  read. 

There  was  a  B.P.L.  librarian  named  Mary 
To  whom  traveling  wasn't  at  all  scarey. 
One  day  she  decided  to  pack  her  grip 
And  take  a  rather  extended  trip. 
The  reason  she  gave  was  that  she  was 
retiring 

We  hope  it  wasn't  of  us  she  was  tiring. 
With  the  call  of  the  warm  South  ringing 

in  her  ears 
She  left  us  in  the  cold  North  drying  cur 

tears . 

We  hope  her  friends  at  the  B.P.L.  she'll 

always  remember 
And  send  a  bottle  of  GOLDEN  sunshine  some 

cold  December. 

To  Mary  -  With  Love 

You  are  music  to  us 
You're  the  words  in  a  lyric 
You're  the  inspiration 
For  this  panegyric. 

You're  a  symphony  by  Brahms 
You're  a  waltz  by  Strauss 
You're  the  music  to  us 
Der  Fledermaus. 

You're  Beethoven's  Fifth 
The  Rhapsody  in  Blue 
At  least  that's  how  T/e  feel 
When  we  think  of  you. 

You're  the  Largo  by  Handel 

Schubert ' s  Serenade 

A  nocturne  by  Chopin 

Greig's  Concerto  -  well-played. 


You're  a  Bach  Cantata 

You're  a  string  quartet 

You're  a  harpsichord 

You're  a  symphonetteo 

You're  the  Minuet  in  G 
L'Apres-Midi  d'un  Faune 
You're  the  violin's  answer 
To  the  loud  French  horn. 

You're  all  of  these 
And  of  each  a  blend 
And  most  of  all 
You're  our  GOLDEN  friendo 

May  your  retirement  bring 
A  well-earned  leisure 
Happiness  and  health 
Friends  to  treasure. 

This  is  our  counsel 
Remember  it  well  - 
From  your  life-time  friends 
In  the  B.P.L. 

Part  of  the  attractive  table  decorations 
were  place-cards  of  blue  and  gold  in  the 
shape  of  violins,  to  point  up  Miss  Golden 's 
great  interest  in  music »    lirs  Geraldine 
Beck  of  Connolly  Branch  was  the  photog- 
rapher for  the  event;  the  results  of  her 
work  will  serve  as  souvenirs  for  Miss 
Dolden  when  she  is  in  her  new  home  in 
Florida.    Among  the  former  staff  members 
who  were  guests  at  the  luncheon  v/ere 
Mesdames  Helen  Sagoff  Berkowitch,  Leah 
Perils  Segal,  Florence  Goodman,  Jeanne 
Foret,  Edna  Lieberman  Cohen,  Mollie  Tans- 
roan  Turbin  and  Jeanette  Pepin,  Gladys 
Rosenberg,  IJarlene  Levine,  and  Elizabeth 
P.  Ross. 

* 

FRANCES  MCGONAGLE  KELLEY 

Mrs  Frances  McGonagle  Kelley,  Book  Selec- 
tion Department,  Division  of  Home  Reading 
and  Community  Services,  was  invited  to 
luncheon  on  Thursday,  November  13,  1952, 
with  three  friends  with  whom  she  had 
lunched  many  times  before.    But,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  she  was  leaving  the  Library 
the  next  day  and  being  retired  at  the  end 
of  the  month  after  twenty-two  years  of 
service,  this  was  to  be  a  rather  special 
luncheon.    Just  how  special  Mrs  Kelley  did 
not  fully  realize  until  she  found  herself 
the  guest  of  honor  amid  some  fifty  associ* 
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ates  who  had  gathered  in  the  Monaco  Room 
at  the  Hotel  Lenox  to  give  her  a  proper 
send  off. 

While  the  food  iwas  relished  as  good  food 
aliivays  is  at  such  parties 3  while  the  "off- 
duty"  atmosphere,  relegating  all  work-a- 
day  problems  to  oblivion  for  the  moment, 
as  is  the  customary  procedure,  was  enjoyed 
by  all]  the  high  light  of  the  affair  came 
when  Miss  ^dna  G,  Peck,  Mrs  Kelley's  "boss' 
for  the  past  six  years^  presented  a  sub- 
stantial gift  of  money  as  tangible  evi- 
dence of  the  esteem  in  which  ^.Irs  Kalley  is 
held  by  those  who  have  worked  with  her  and 
have  appreciated  the  strength  of  her  char- 
acter, the  evenness  of  her  disposition, 
the  infectiousness  of  her  laughter,  the 
constancy  of  her  cooperation  and  loyalty, 
and  the  enormous  capacity  for  work  Tdiich 
she  possesses. 

Miss  Mo  Florence  Cufflin,  Branch  Librar- 
ian, Emeritus 9  with  vdiom  Mrs  Kelley  v.'orked 
at  Alls ton  Branch  Library,  before  coming 
to  Central,  and  Miss  Christine  Hayes, 
Chief  of  Book  Selection  for  Reference  and 
Research  Services,  Eciei-itus ,  v;ere  present 
to  join  in  wishing  for  Ivirs  Kelley  "Long 
life  and  happiness",  as  she  leaves  the 
Library  to  devote  her  entire  time  to  her 
family. 

The  following  poem  was  read  at  the 
presentation. 

To  Frances 

There's  a  place  in  o^or  hearts 
That's  reserved  for  you  alone; 
We've  marked  it  properly 
As  the  Frances  Kelley  zone. 

It  contains  so  many  things 
Reminiscent  of  you 
The  sort  of  girl  you  are 
The  special  things  you  do. 

The  way  you  wear  your  hair 
In  a  braid  or  in  a  bunj 
Your  effervescent  laugh 
Your  innate  sense  of  fun. 

The  lift  of  that  one  eyebrow 
In  quizzical  surprise  - 
The  imperceptible  lisp 
The  twinkle  in  your  eyes. 

The  clothes  you  wear  so  well 
Your  sense  of  style  and  chic; 
Your  unexpected  talents 
The  way  you  "catch  on  quick". 


The  never-f lustered  way 

You  work  midst  strain  and  stress 

Your  dependability 

Your  courage  in  duress. 

All  these  are  traits  we  know 
And  constantly  admire; 
They're  as  much  a  part  of  you 
As  the  affection  you  inspire. 

We'll  miss  you  when  you  leave 
Our  wishes  go  with  you 
For  health  and  happiness  complete 
Success  in  all  you  do. 

Anon. 

IN  M5M0RIAM 

JAMES  J.  KELLEY 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record 
the  passing  of  James  J.  Kelley,  Tforking 
Foreman  of  Janitors,  retired,  -  at  his 
home  at  Hough's  Neck  on  November  3,  1952* 
He  vras  in  the  service  of  the  Library  from 
November  28,  I898,  when  he  firstjoined  the 
staff,  until  his  retirement  in  19U3o  Dur- 
ing his  forty-five  years  viith  the  Library 
he  endeared  himself  to  his  fellow  workers 
by  his  thoughtfulness,  courtesy,  and  kindly 
humor.    The  time  of  his  retirement  from 
the  service,  he  and  Mrs  Kelley  were  given 
a  luncheon  at  which  time  his  associates 
were  able  to  express  their  appreciation  in 
a  tangible  form.    Since  his  retirement 
Mr  Kelley  has  expressed  continued  interest 
in  Library  activities  and  was  a  faithful 
reader  of  The  Question  Mark.    His  Library 
friends  and  associates  extend  to  lUrs  Kelley 
their  deep  sympathy <, 

VISITORS 

Dr  Johanna  Binder,  Librarian,  State  and 
University  Library,  Frankfurt,  Germany. 

"*Tr  Agger  Frokjaor  Larsen,  Public  Library, 
Kolding,  Denmark. 

Dr  Richard  J^umraendey,  Chief  Librarian, 
Loan  and  Reading  Room  Service,  University 
of  Bonn  Libraryp  Germany. 

Mr  Hubert  Schiel,  Chief  Librarian,  City 
Library,  Trier,  Germany. 

Mr  Ato  Barakat  Gabre  Selassie,  U.S.  In- 
formation Library,  Addis  Ababa,  Ethiopia. 
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Mr  Willi  Wendling,  Chairman  of  the 
County  Branch  Baden-?/urttembergj  Union  of 
German  Public  Librarians,  Germany, 

PRE3IDENT'3  MOTES 

}Sj  felloYT  officers  and  myself,  wish  to 
express  thanks  to  Nura  Globus  and  her 
Program  Committee  and  to  Mrs  Marie  Benner 
and  her  Entertainment  Committee,  for  the 
splendid  job  they  did  in  arranging  for 
Rudolph  Elie's  talk  and  for  the  reception, 
which  we  all  enjoyed  very  much. 

■^''e  had  a  short  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Board  at  which  Elinor  Day  of  the  Dorches- 
ter Branch  Library,  was  appointed  Chair- 
man of  the  Bertha  V.  Hartzell  Memorial 
Lecture  Committee  for  1953* 

A  letter  v^as  received  from  A,  Phyllis 
Freeman,  ii&.ttapan  Branch  Library,  Chairman 
of  the  Constitution  Committee,  who  pre- 
sents some  recommendations  for  ammendments 
to  the  Constitution.    You  may  remember 
that  at  the  May  meeting  of  the  Association 
the  follovring  three  motions  were  passed: 

VOTED:    That  the  Executive  Board  have 
power  to  act  as  it  sees  fit  on  any 
matter  which  comes  before  the  Associa- 
tion if  within  the  fram.ework  of  the 
Constitution. 

VOTED:    That  that  part  of  Article  II 
(the  statement  of  ojbectives)  of  the 
Constitution  which  reads  'professional 
staff  be  changed  to  read  'bibliothecal 
staff. 

VOTED:    That  the  Constitution  Committee 
be  instructed  to  consider  the  matter  of 
a  quorum  for  business  meetings  and  re- 
port to  the  Association  at  the  November 
Business  Meeting. 

The  Constitution  Committee  v^ill  make 
recommendations  concerning  these.    Also  a 
further  recommendation  is  being  considered 
to  the  effect  that  provision  bgr  made  in 
the  By-Laws  for  representation  on  the 
Executive  Board  of  Branch  Personnel. 

"While  the  Constitution  may  only  be 
ammended  at  the  Annual  'fee ting,  there 
should  be  an  opport^jnity  for  discussion  of 
proposed  changes  at  the  Fall  Meeting, 


Each  year  I  am  amazed  while  listening  to 
the  treasurer's  report.    Large  sums  of 
money  are  mentioned,  ^200  in  this  account 
and  $300  in  that  account.    After  the  im- 
pression is  firmly  implanted  that  we  are.  a 
very  prosperous  organization,  we  end  up 
with  a  balance  of  $16.19.    The  confusion 
is  caused  by  including  money  donated  to 
CARE  and  such  items  as  candy  purchases  in 
the  funds  of  the  Association,    As  we  are 
only  taking  care  of  this  money  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  staff,  our  treasurer  has 
been  instructed  to  keep  such  money  aside 
from  the  regular  funds. 

■}<• 

Y/e  are  sorry  to  announce  that  Mrs  Julia 
M,  Gurnett  has  resigned  as  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Board,    She  has  been  succeeded 
by  Ruth  M,  Hayes,  Adams  Street  Branch  Li- 
brary, 

The  date  of  November  28  v/as  selected  for 
the  Fall  Meeting,    For  this  meeting  the 
following  agenda  has  been  drawn  up: 

AGENDA 

1,  Reports  of  the  Standing  Committees , 

2,  Reports  of  the  Special  Committees. 

a.  CARE 

b.  Concession 

c.  Personnel  Morale  (This  Committee 
has  worked  hard  and  will  have  a 
very  important  report  to  make.) 

3,  Report  of  the  Nominating  Committee  pre- 
senting the  slate  for  19^3  will  be 
read  by  the  Chairman,  G,  Florence 
Connolly. 

ho    Miscellaneous  items o 

G.L . F  ^ 

RUDOLPH  ELIE  ADDRESSES  B.P.L.P.S.A. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  October  22,  19^2, 
the  Association  presented  Rudolph  Elie, 
music  critic  and  feature  writer  of  the 
Boston  Herald,  as  guest  speaker.    His  lec- 
ture, entitled  "The  Boston  Symphony  in 
Europe"  was  prefaced  by  a  few  words  of 
welcome  from  Gerald  Ball,  president  of  the 
Association,  and  Mr  Elie  was  ably  intro- 
duced by  Nura  Globus  of  the  West  End  Branch 
Library,  chairman  of  the  Program  Committee. 

Mr  Elie,  who  accompanied  the  orchestra 
as  correspondent,  told  many  amusing  anec- 
dotes concerning  Mr  Monteux  and  the  ship- 
board concert;  Jir  Munch,  the  King  of  Bel- 
gium and  the  Stop  and  Shop;  the  numerous 


transportation  difficulties;  the  acoustic 
problems  in  European  concert  halls,  and 
personal  stories  about  the  players.  The 
entire  personnel,  including  musicians,  li- 
brarians, nanagers,  yrives  and  stage  help, 
ers,  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
people  and  the  cost  of  the  tour  was  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  "wrtiich 
money  was  donated  by  the  Congress  of  Cul- 
tural Progress  and  a  number  of  private 
individuals,  but  not  "one  red  cent"  by  the 
people  of  Boston.    Particularly  interest- 
ing was  I.!r  Elie's  description  of  the  trip 
to  Berlin  and  the  concert  there;  the 
sealed  train,  the  detailed  "orders"  issued 
to  each  member  of  the  party;  the  amazing 
difference  between  East  and  Vfest  Berlin; 
the  insolent  attitude  of  the  East  Berlin- 
ers,  and  the  prevalence  of  signs  reading 
"Americans  -  go  home".    But  the  most  im- 
portant and  thrilling  aspect  of  the  tour 
was  the  tremendous  acclaiTo  with  which  the 
orchestra  was  greeted  in  every  city. 
There  were  fantastic  ovations  in  Paris, 
despite  tremendous  acoustic  difficulties, 
as  well  as  in  Antv/erp,  the  Hague,  Brussels; 
but  the  greatest  evidence  of  the  people's 
hunger  for  good  music  was  in  Germanyo 

Mr  Elie  concluded  his  talk  with  an  ear- 
nest plea  that  many  more  such  cultural 
pilgrimages  may  be  achieved.    Such  pil- 
grimages reflect  the  good  will  of  the 
American  people  to  the  peoples  of  Europe o 
This,  in  turn,  will  be  appreciated  more 
than  gifts  of  money  and  economic  aid. 
Certainly  the  acclaim  with  which  the 
Boston  Symphony  Orchestra  v/as  received  ■v\'as 
adequate  proof,  as  is  the  current  success 
of  the  European  company  of  "Porgy  and 
Bess"  and  the  tour  of  the  New  York  City 
Ballet. 

The  Lecture  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  the 
members  of  the  Association  and  their 
friends,  and  was  unusually  well-attended, 
in  spite  of  the  change  in  time  to  Wednes- 
day night  necessitated  by  the  schedule  of 
the  Lowell  Institute  Lectures  on  Friday. 
Delicious  doughnuts  and  cider  were  served 
in  the  Young  Peoples  Room  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  program  by  Kirs  Marie  Benner 
and  other  members  of  the  Entertainment 
Committee. 

E. J.O. 


GIFTS  ACKNOIVLEDGED 

Films  presented  by  a  group  of  staff  members 
to  the  Library's  collection. 

28  October  19^2 

Miss  Mary  F,  Daly 
Statistical  Department 
Boston  Public  Library 
Boston,  Jiassachusetts 

Dear  Miss  Daly: 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Trus- 
tees held  on  October  17  there  was  brought 
to  their  attention  the  gift  of  several 
films  that  had  been  donated  by  a  group  from 
among  the  staff.    The  Trustees  have  asked 
me  to  extend  their  appreciation  of  this 
generous  gift  and  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
their  vote  of  acceptance  of  the  gift.  Will 
you  be  so  kind  as  to  inform  those  individ- 
uals who  shared  in  the  gift  of  this  action 
by  the  Board? 

Yours  sincerely, 

ELIZABETH  B.  BROCKUNIER 
Clerk 

17  October  19^2 

"VOTED:    that  there  be  and  hereby  is  ac- 
"cepted  by  the  Tmistees  of  the 
"Public  Library  of  the  City  of 
"Boston  the  generous  gifts  of  film 
"donated  by  certain  members  of  the 
"staff  as  set  forth  below: 

"Government  Is  Your  Business 

"Let  George  Do  It 

"I-feiking  Atomic  Energy  a  Blessing" 


A  true  copy. 

Attest:    ELIZABETH  B.  BROCKUNIER 
Clerk 


I! 


Dear  Miss  Daly: 


ROUND  TABLE  OF  LIBRARIANS  FOR  YOUNG  ADULTS 


Although  you  vrlll  receive  an  official 
notu  of  thanks  from  the  Library,  I  should 
like  to  express  my  personal  appreciation 
for  the  gift  of  the  films,  GOVERNMENT  IS 
YOUR  BUSINESS,  LET  GEORGE  DO  IT,  and 
MAKING  ATOMIC  ENERGY  A  BLESSING,  which  you 
and  the  many  Boston  Public  Library  staff 
members  have  given  to  the  Film  Libraryo 

I  'N±sh  that  I  might  personally  write  to 
each  and  everyone  who  so  generously  con- 
tributed to  this  gifte    However,  I  shall 
have  to  do  this  through  the  columns  of  the 
Question  ^!ark. 

Sincerely  yours, 

MURIEL  C.  JA'/ELIN 
Deputy  Supervisor, In 
Charge  of  Work  With  Adults 

EDITH  GUERRIER  FUND 

3  October  1952 


'VOTED:    that  the  sum  of  forty  dollars 

"tendered  at  this  meeting  of  the 
"Board  by  the  Saturday  Evening 
"Girls  to  the  Trustees  of  the 
"Public  Library  of  the  City  of 
"Boston  (a  corporation  under 
"Chapter  Ilk  of  the  Acts  of  I878) 
"as  an  addition  to  the  Edith 
"Guerrier  Fund  be,  and  the  same 
''hereby  is  accepted  vrLth  grati- 
"tude  and  added  to  the  Edith 
"Guerrier  Fund; 

"and 

"VOTED:    that  the  sum  of  fifteen  dollars 
'•tendered  at  this  meeting  of  the 
"Board  by  the  group  of  former 
"library  associates  of  Edith 
"Guerrier  to  the  Trustees  of  the 
"Public  Library  of  the  City  of 
"Boston  (a  cortjoration  under 
"Chapter  lilt  of  the  Acts  of  I878) 
"as  an  addition  to  the  Edith 
"Guerrier  Fund  be,  and  the  same 
"hereby  is  accepted  with  gratitude 
"and  added  to  the  Edith  Guerrier 
"Fund." 

A  true  copy. 

Attest:    ELIZABETH  B.  BROCKUNIER 
Clerk 


The  fall  meeting  of  the  Round  Table  of 
Librarians  for  Young  Adults  on  Thursday 
morning,  October  30,  1952,  brought  toget- 
her in  the  Brockton  Public  Library  many 
representatives  from  the  Boston  Public 
Library  and  libraries  of  eastern  Massachu- 
setts » 

A  pleasant  coffee  hour  preceding  the 
program  was  enjoyed  with  Mrs  Louise  Bo 
Newsom,  Young  Adult  Librarian  of  the 
Brockton  Public  Library,  as  hostess* 
Among  those  assisting  her  were  Mrs 
Katherine  Jeffreys,  Librarian  for  Children 
and  Young  People,  Milton  Public  Library, 
and  Jane  J'lanthome,  Young  Adult  Section, 
Boston  Public  Library. 

Mona  Adshead,  Librarian  of  the  Merriam 
Public  Library  in  Auburn,  presided  and 
introduced  William  A,  Zachan,  library 
trustee,  who  virelcomed  the  members  to 
Brockton.    A  report  of  the  A.L.A,  Precon- 
ference  on  Work  with  Young  People  was 
given  by  Mrs  Jeffreys;  the  book  discussions 
of  the  Conference  were  reported  by  Mildred 
Adelson  of  the  Jamaica  Plain  Branch  Li- 
brary; the  remaining  meetings  and  sessions 
were  summarized  by  Pauline  Winnick  of  the 
Open  Shelf  Department. 

The  principal  speaker  was  Itrs  Muriel  C, 
Javelin,  Deputy  Supervisor  of  Work  with 
Adults,  Boston  Public  Library,  whose  sub- 
ject was  "V.Tiy  Not  Use  Films?"    She  illus- 
trated her  talk  by  showing  the  film. 
Right  or  Wrong?,  folloi^ved  by  a  lively  dis- 
cussion period  which  demonstrated  this 
effective  program  use* 

After  the  meeting  adjourned,  forty-five 
of  the  librarians  present  went  to  the  Toll 
House  for  luncheon. 

P.W. 

THE  OLD  ORDER  CHANGETH 

Plus  ca  change,  plus  ca  meme. 
But  not  on  the  telephone  exchange. 
Witness  the  disruption,  the  rendering. 
As  B.P.L,  goes  a-mending. 

Shall  the  operator's  cheerful  voice 

Be  nov;  replaced  by  a  buzz? 

Now  surely  the  dread  machine 

Has  seen  that  never  shall  meet  the  twain. 

Vox  Humana 
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A  LIBRARY  MRGAIN 

New  members  joining  A.L.A.  after  Septem- 
ber 1,  195t,  are  credited  with  paid  member-' 
ship  through  December  31^  19531 i    Join  now 
and  be  ready  for  Los  Angeles  next  summer o 

For  application  blanks,  see  Sarah  M, 
Usher,  Office  of  Records,  Files,  Statis- 
tics e 

W  APPRECL/ITE 

The  Association  expresses  thanks  for 
another  contribution  from  a  retired  member 
of  the  staff  who  thus  conveys  in  tangible 
form  her  best  wishes  for  the  continued 
growth  of  Association  activities » 

Dear  Miss  Peck: 

I  am  enclosing  a  check  for  $1«00  for 
continuance  of  membership  in  the  Boston 
Public  Library  Professional  Staff  Associa- 
tion « 

I  feel  that  this  is  the  procedure 
th^t  one  should  follovr,  in  order  to  defray, 
ever  so  slightly,  the  expense  incurred  in 
the  publication  of  the  Question  I^ferk, 

Do  accept  my  very  best  with  the  afore- 
said checks 

Very  sincerely  yours, 
M,  Therese  Campbell 

October  29,  1952 


NEIT  BOOKS  IN  THE  STAFF  LIBRARY 

Non-Fiction  -  Library  Science 

California,  University o  School  of  Librar- 
ians hip. 

A  symposium  in  public  librarianship. 
Berkeley,  1952 
Library  trends. 

Vo  1  -    July  1952  - 

Urbana,  University  of  Illinois  Library 

School,  1952  - 
Roberts,  Dorothy  Mo 

Leadership  of  teen-age  groups o 

New  York,  Association  Press,  1951 
Special  Libraries  Council  of  Philadelphia 
and  Vicinityo 

Directory  of  libraries  and  information 

sources  in  the  Philadelphia  area,    8th  ed, 

1951 

Philadelphia,  1951 

Non-Fiction 


IT  COULDN'T  HAPPEN  HERE 

The  following  item,  which  appeared  in 
the  Columbia  University  Press '  The  Pleas- 
ures of  Publishing  for  September,  was 
thought  to  be  of  sufficient  general  inter- 
est to  merit  inclusion  in  The  Question 
I/ark « 

"A  librarian  we  know  received  a  sealed 
envelope  from  the  Government  Printing 
Office  and,  upon  opening  it,  found  no  en- 
closure c    Showing  it  to  fellow  staff  mem- 
bers he  wondered  what  it  all  meant;  one  of 
his  friends  took  a  quick  look  inside  and 
said,  "Oh,  that's  a  reprint  of  an  unpub- 
lished article." 


Abrahamsen,  David 
Who  are  the  guilty? 
New  York,  Rinehart,  1952 
Brooks,  Van  Wyck 

The  confident  years:    1885-1915 <. 
New  York,  Dutton,  1952 
Dewey,  Thomas  E, 

Journey  to  the  far  Pacific e 
Garden  City,  NoY,,  Doubleday,  1952 
Frank,  Anne 

The  diary  of  a  young  girl. 
Garden  City,  N.Y.,  Doubleday,  1952 
Gassner,  John,  ed. 

Best  American  plays;  third  series,  19ij.5- 

51 

New  York,  Grown  Publishers,  1952 
Hunt,  Peter 

How-to-do-it  book. 

New  York,  Prentice-Hall,  1952 
Ileana,  Princess  of  Rumania 

I  live  again a 

New  York,  Rinehart,  1952 
Kirk,  Lydia 

Post'irarked  Moscow, 

New  York,  Scribner,  1952 
Teale,  Edwin  W, 

North  with  the  spring. 

New  York,  Dodd,  Mead,  1952 
Van  der  Post,  Laurens 

Venture  to  the  interior o 

New  York,  Morrow,  1951 
Vining,  Eliz-abeth  Go 

Vfindows  for  the  Crown  Prince e 

Philadelphia,  Lippincott,  1952 
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Wagenknecht,  Edward  C, 

Cavalcade  of  the  American  novel© 
New  York,  Holt,  1952 

Fiction 

Allingham,  Margery 

The  tiger  in  the  smoke. 

Garden  City,  N.Y.,  Doubleday,  19$2 
Baxter,  Walter 

Look  down  in  mercy© 

New  York,  Putnam,  1952 
Costain,  Thomas  B. 

The  silver  Chalice o 

Garden  City,  N.Y.,  Doubleday,  19^2 
Du  Maurier,  3aphne 

My  cousin  Rachel, 

Garden  City,  N.Y.,  Doubleday  19^2 
Ellison,  Ralph 

Invisible  man. 

New  York,  Random  House,  19^2 
Martin,  Peter 
The  landsmen© 

Boston,  Little,  Brovm,  19^2 
Mitford,  Nancy 
The  blessing. 

New  York,  P^ndom  House,  1951 
0 'Donovan,  Michael 

The  stories  of  Frank  O'Connor, 

New  York,  Knopf,  1952 
Rinehart,  Mary  R, 

The  swimming  pool. 

New  York,  Rinehart,  1952 
Rooke,  Daphne 

Mittee, 

Boston,  Houghton  Mifflin,  1952 
Stewart,  John  I, 

One-man  show  by  Michael  Inneso 
New  York,  Dodd,  Mead,  1952 

REIffiOTER  THESE  DATES 


November  28,  1952  —  Friday: 
Fall  Business  Jfeeting,  B.P.L.P.S.A. 


December  3>  1952  —  Wednesday 
Fall  Meeting,  M.L.A. 
Worcester,  '^ssachusetts 


NEW  TRUSTEE 

Archbishop  Richard  Jo  Gushing  -irns  sworn 
in  as  a  Trustee  of  the  Library  on  Friday, 
November  7o    He  succeeds  Monsignor  Robert 
Ho  Lord,  who  had  served  on  the  Board  since 
1936  and  who  resigned  ^t  this  time  because 
of  the  pressure  of  church  worko 

"RESIGNATION'*  PARTIES 
Adelaide  Lockhart 

On  Friday  evening,  October  17,  friends 
and  co-workers  of  Adelaide  Lockhart, 
General  Reference  Department,  met  in 
solemn  assembly  to  bid  her  farewell  and 
the  best  of  luck  at  her  new  haven  (sic) 
in  the  Yale  University  Library,  Pearl 
Lewis,  General  Reference  Department,  enter- 
tained at  her  home  in  Brookline,  which 
nobody  could  finde    Good  cheer  and  witty 
conversation  marked  the  entire  evening, 
which  was  highlighted  by  songs  written 
especially  for  the  occasion,  and  rendered 
by  the  Beasts  of  Bates  Hall,  an  all-male 
choir,    Going-away  parties  are  never  com- 
plete without  going-away  presents  -  Ade- 
laide received  a  bottle  of  perfume,  a  New 
Haven  phone  book  with  hot  numbers  circled 
in  red,  and  an  old  book.    She  collects  old 
books,  you  seeo    Everybody  was  wondering 
why  she  was  30  pleased  with  the  thing©  It 
was  only  an  old  Bruce  Rogers  original©  All 
in  all  it  was  a  very  lovely  party  and  all 
the  guests  were  very  unhappy  when  the 

police  came  and  broke  it  upl        ,       „  ^  , 

^         J.M.  &  G.A. 

Marilyn  Bruhn 

The  following  five  had  lunch  one  day 
In  the  Darbury  Room  -  and  it  was  tres  gay, 
But  the  merrirasnt  faded  too  soon,  too 
soon 

For  we  were  saying  good-bye  to  Miss  Bruhn 
On  the  tenth  of  October  in  fifty-twoo 
The  names  are  so  long,  our  rhymes  so  few 
That  a  colon  and  list  perforce  must  doi 

Elizabeth  B,  Brockunier 

Marguerite  Connelly 

Eleanor  Jewett 

Victoria  Vangos 

and 

Marilyn  Bruhn 


If 
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^jaurice  Rahllly 

Dear  Ed. : 

I  have  decided  to  bow  to  your  threats  of 
even  date  and  herewith  humbly  submit  my 
story  of  the  historic  and  slightly  revolt- 
ing events  that  transpired  on  the  night  of 
November  11,  1952.    This  is  the  news: 

Maurice  Rahilly  of  the  Audio-Visual 
Center  was  guest  of  honor  at  a  dinner 
party  held  at  Proctor  House  on  Tuesday, 
November  11.    The  affair  was  perpetrated 
by  J.tr  Rahilly 's  friends  of  the  Library 
Chow^der,  Chatter  and  JJarching  Society  to 
celebrate  the  victim's  rumored  departure 
for  the  State  Department  Library.  Mr 
Rahilly,  or  Moe  as  ha  is  affectionately 
known  to  his  fellow  inmates,  Vi-as  lovely 
in  a  dark  blue  suit  with  touches  of 
lobster  stuffing  at  the  lapels  and  the 
merest  hint  of  melted  butter  at  the  cuffsc 
The  members  of  the  party  made  a  very 
pretty  picture  as  they  marched  into  the 
dining  room  carrying  bouquets  of  vermouth, 
gin  and  Anostura  bitters  in  their  left 
hands  and  white  satin  bound  copies  of  the 
^!erriam-V/ebster  unabridged  dictionary  in 
their  right  hands.    After  the  ceremony  of 
demolishing  large  and  ].uscious  lobsters 
had  been  performed  the  farewell  party 
motored  to  Mahogany  Kali  at  the  Copley 
Square  Hotel  where  i^r  Rahilly 's  Farewell 
oration  was  effectively  drovmed  out  by  the 
charming  performance  of  a  Dixieland  quin- 
tet.   Such  a  jolly  good  time  was  being  had 
it  was  decided  that  it  v;ould  be  indecent 
to  break  up  such  a  bully  party  and  accord- 
ingly the  bravrl  was  recessed  until  the 
night  of  Saturday,  15  November,  when  it 
will  be  resumed  at  the  home  of  Elsa  Shore 
who  plans  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
settle  a  vendetta  vri.th  the  neighbors. 

Just  in  case  I  have  succeeded  in  brais- 
ing the  feelings  of  any  person  living  or 
dead  I  think  it  might  be  wise  to  use  my 
itaiden  initials  "LR"  instead  of 

Louis  Rains 


BRANCH  NOTES 

Charlestown 

The  strain  and  stress  of  Moving  Day 
proved  to  be  a  little  too  much  for  Mrs 
Celia  McCarthy.    When  two  young  gentlemen, 
obviously  normal  to  a  weary  assistant, 
stepped  up  to  the  desk  and  asked  to  renew 
their  cards,  it  wasn't  bad  when  one  said 
his  name  was  Eugene  O'Neill,  but  after 
poring  through  all  her  registration  slips 
for  John  Appleseed,  Mrs  McCarthy  finally 
came  tOo    The  boys  resorted  to  their  every- 
day names  and  finished  their  business  with- 
out further  trouble o    Jfrs  McCarthy  will  be 
at  home  to  friends  in  her  new  house  at 
21  Soley  Street,  Charlestown. 

East  Boston 


Between  fifty  and  sixty  teachers  visited 
the  school  art  exhibit  on  Thursday  after- 
noon, November  6.    Over  woo  sandwiches, 
dainty  cookies,  and  many  cups  of  tea, 
mutual  problems  were  discussed  by  teachers 
and  librarians  in  the  office-listening 
room.    The  eighth  annual  tea  demonstrated 
the  value  of  cooperation  between  school 
and  library. 

Under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Friends  of 
the  East  Boston  Branch  Library,  Edna  G, 
Peck  charmed  a  delighted  audience  with  her 
reviews  of  new  fall  books  on  Thursday 
evening,  November  13 •    During  the  informal 
business  meeting  which  followed  her  talk, 
Albert  West,  President  of  the  group,  pre- 
sented to  the  library  a  Chicago-Webster 
Tape  Recorder,    In  his  presentation  speech 
Mr  YJest  paid  glowing  tribute  to  the  fine 
contribution  to  public  relations  made  by 
Dorothy  F,  Nourse  and  her  staff e  In 
accepting  this  welcome  gift,  the  branch 
librarian  thanked  the  group  gratefully  for 
this  generous  gift  and  their  splendid  co- 
operation in  donating  new  tools  for  broad- 
ening the  scope  of  library  work  in  the  dis- 
trict.   East  Boston  has  the  honor  of  hav- 
ing the  first  Friends  group  in  the  Boston 
Public  Library  systems    This  was  organized 
after  celebrating  the  seventy-fifth  birth- 
day of  the  branch  in  19i;6.    This  group 
presented  the  branch  with  a  moving  picture 
projector,  an  electric  phonograph,  a  beaded 
glass  screen  for  the  moving  pictures  in 
the  ensuing  years.    In  outlining  the  plans 
for  the  use  of  the  recorder  Miss  Nourse 
described  the  many  practical  uses  for  such 


a  machine e    Cider,  punch  and  the  home- 
made cookies  for  which  East  Boston  is 
famous  were  served  by  the  staff  at  the 
close  of  the  program. 

Hyde  Park 

Forty  years  of  service  in  the  Boston 
Public  Library  -tras  the  occasion  for  a 
congratulatory  party  for  Gertrude  Leuf- 
gren,  first  assistant  at  the  Hyde  Park 
Branch  Library,    On  November  6,  her 
friends  on  the  staff  made  this  unique 
achievement  a  cause  for  celebration  and, 
after  gala  refreshments,  presented  Jiiss 
Leufgren  with  an  attractive  afternoon 
bag. 

Two  folk,  dear  to  the  hearts  of  all 
youngsters,  have  come  to  the  children's 
room.    Little  Bo  Peep  and  Little  Red  Rid- 
ing Hood  stand  smiling  happily  in  the 
exhibit  case.    Their  bright  crocheted 
dresses  and  the  noted  red  hood  invite  ad- 
miration from  adults  as  well  as  from  the 
Mother  Goose  fans.    Responsible  for  this 
tptsat  is  Ella  M,  Adams  of  the  staff,  who 
also  created  the  intriguing  backgrounds 
which  feature  a  wooly  white  sheep  and  a 
wicked  wolf. 

Mattapan 

At  the  "College  of  Girl  Scouts"  held 
at  the  Boston  Latin  School  for  Boys  on 
October  21,  1952,  Mildred  Kaufman,  Chil- 
dren's Librarian,  spoke  to  four  groups  of 
Brownies  and  Girl  Scout  leaders  on  li- 
brary   resources.    In  the  coming  weeks, 
if  the  Children's  Librarians  in  various 
sections  of  the  city  are  besieged  by 
eager  beavers  (pardon  us  -  we  meant 
Brownies)  exuding  unusual  information  of 
a  bibliothecal  nature,  let  them  be  fore- 
warned.   They're  not  all  prodigies; 
chances  are  they  attended  Miss  Kaufman's 
class  and  are  showing  off  their  new- 
found knowledge. 

Phillips  Brooks 

On  the  afternoon  of  October  31,  the 
Branch  was  host  to  a  hoard  of  witches, 
ghosts,  devils,  and  other  terrifying 
creatures,  as  well  as  many  pretty  little 
girls,  and  husky  little  boys.    All  these 
were  our  young  friends  in  Hallowe'en  cos- 
tumes ready  to  frighten  the  grown-ups  and 
terrify  each  other  when  the  dark,  cold 


evening  enticed  them  to  roam  abroad.  But 
during  the  daylight,  they  had  joined  to 
hear  Mrs  Kallman  tell  chilling  stories  and 
sing  a  horrible  song.    Like  the  famed 
witch's  gatherings  the  crowd  gr^w  and  gi'emtf 
until  we  had  one  hundred  and  fifty  children 
of  all  ages,  and  many  mothers,  who  had  come 
to  see  the  fun.    After  the  stories,  the 
children  filed  around  so  all  could  see  the 
costumes,  guess  who  or  what  they  were,  and 
also  guess  the  name  of  the  child  behind  the 
grinning  mask,    Ibrs  Cannata  and  llrs  ?erzoco, 
two  of  our  very  active  young  motherj*  helped 
Mrs  Kallman  to  judge,  and  a  simple  prize 
was  given  to  the  most  horrible,  ths  most 
original,  and  the  funniest  costumes.  We 
had  hoped  to  follow  with  Hallowe'en  games, 
such  as  pinning  the  nose  on  a  punf kin's 
head,  but  f  o\ind  that  by  the  tln^  the  chil- 
dren had  been  judged,  the  large  crowd  had 
taken  all  our  timeo    So  forth  Jrom  our 
doors  burst  an  array  of  witches  and  ghosts, 
mounted  in  many  cases,  on  ver^'  modem  ver- 
sions of  the  proverbial  brooraw'tick; 
scooters  and  bicycles.    We  al.-  felt  that 
the  children  were  eager  to  show  us  as  well 
as  each  other  their  costumes*  and  it  cer- 
tainly showed  that  when  an  activity  appeals 
enough,  the  publicity  is  sufficient. 

West  End 


The  current  exhibit  of  ijewish  book  plates 
has  elicited  such  interesi  that  after  Novem- 
ber 22,  it  will  be  sent  in  two  units  for 
display  at  Ivfeittapan  Branch  Library  and  Beth 
Israel  Hospital  Library, 

As  a  special  feature  tf  Art  Week,  the 
•.Villiam  Blackstone  Junior  High  School  held 
its  annual  art  exhibit  in  the  Young  Peoplefe 
Room*    Under  the  direction  of  Miss  Cullen, 
the  art  teacher,  the  b*ys  and  girls  created 
beautiful  original  watfer-color  paintings 
which  demonstrated  th^  theory  of  design. 
There  were  excellent  Examples,  also,  of 
flower  and  fruit  conrositions,  animal 
groups,  and  letterLag.    Coramainity  interest 
in  the  artistic  ability  of  the  local  young 
people  was  much  in  evidence. 

The  two  West  End  ?amp  Fire  Girls  groups 
celebrated  Hallowe'en  Eve  with  parties. 
The  "eats"  for  the  younger  group  were  cider 
and  doughnuts,  whi^e  the  older  group  enjoy- 
ed ice  cream  and  ttnic.    They  both  wf-.re 
treated  to  candy,  totato  chips,  popcorn, 
cookies  and  marshmAllows  and  ended  off  by 
playing  games. 
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Each  Saturday  afternoon,  a  group  of 


iby  a  number  of  members  at  the  last  meeting 


children  from  the  West  End  has  visited  the  1  of  the  membership  of  the  Association  that 


Children's  Museum  under  the  guidance  of 
•Jrs  Margaret  Lewis  of  the  Children's  Room 
staff.    Live  animals,  puppets  and  movies 
as  well  as  special  displays  from  all  over 
the  world  have  intrigued  the  youngsters 
into  wanting  to  continue  their  visits. 
}frs  Lewis  admits  to  being  interested 
enough  herself  to  prolong  these  visits  as 
long  as  the  young  people  show  this  partic- 
ular desire  for  knowledge. 


SOAP  BOX 


there  is  a  sizeable  contrary  opinion. 

This  divergence  of  opinion  is  creating 
serious  discord  in  the  harmony  of  the  Asso- 
ciation.   It  should  be  resolved  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  group. 

To  restore  such  harmony,  and  to  clear  up 
a  patent  ambiguity  in  the  Constitution,  I 
suggest  to  the  Executive  Board  of  the 
BPLPSA  that  the  following  resolution  be 
voted  upon  by  closed  ballot  before  the 
jannual  January  meeting: 

Resolved:    That  "the  common  interests  and 
welfare  of  the  professional 
staff"  as  appearing  in  Art.  2(b) 
of  the  Constitution  of  the 
BPLPSA  shall  be  construed  and 
interpreted  as  including  ques- 
tions of  hours,  wages,  classifi- 
cation of  employees  and  v/orking 
conditions  of  all  full-time  bib- 
liothecal  employees  of  the 
Boston  Public  Library. 

Sidney  Weinberg 
Science  and  Technology 


Any  contribution  to  the  Soap  Box  must  be 
acCQCpanied  by  the  full  name  of  the  Asso- 
ciation member  submitting  it,  together 
with  the  name  of  the  Branch  Library,  De- 
partment, or  Office  in  which  he  or  she  is 
employed.    The  name  is  withheld  from  pub- 
lication, or  a  pen  name  used,  if  the  con- 
tributor so  requests.    Anonymous  contribu- 
tions ar^  not  given  consideration.  The 
author  of  the  article  is  known  only  to  the 
contribu-or  and  to  the  Editor-in-Chief, 
The  contents  of  articles  'lppviclrin^•  in  the 
goap  Box  are  personal  opinicns  expressed 
by  individual  Association  members  and 
their  appearance  does  not  necessarily  indi-j-To  the  Editor  of  the  Question  Jferkt 
cate  that  the  Publications  Committee  and 

the  Association  are  in  agreement  with  the  We  of  the  bibliothecal  staff  of  the 

views  expressed,  B.P.L,  have  watched  with  great  interest  the 

 many  items  which  have  appeared  in  the 

 [-Boston  newspapers  concerning  increases  in 

pay  which  so  many  other  city  employees  are 
to  receive.    Nowhere  in  these  items  have  we 
seen  mention  of  the  Library  being  included 
in  plans  for  salary  adjustment c 
We  had  hoped  and  ■vo  are  still  hopeful 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Soap  Box: 

On  the  average,  tyro  letters  a  month 
written  to  thfe  Soap  Box  editor  of  The 


Question  Mark  are  concerned  with  questions       j.  4.u      j  •   •  ^    ±.  •        f  x-u    t  -v 

~  T  7 —  .  .  J     'that  the  administration  of  the  Library  is 

of  rates  of  pay,  v^orKing  conditions,  and 

classification  of  employees  of  the  full- 


time  bibliothecal  staff  of  the  Boston  Pub- 
lic Library. 

The  Question  ..ferk  is  the  publication  of 
the  B.P.L.  Professional  Staff  Associationo 

It  concerns  itself  rightly  with  the  prob-  ,              „  ,       ^  ^ 

i^^c  ^-r  4.v,^  J  -^.v,  4.U  V  natter  of  common  knowledge 
iems  of  the  Association,  and  with  the  prob-j^^T,,         ^  ^^^4.„„+  ^  +  + 

lems  of  its  me!Lbers  v/ithin  those  areas  in 

which  the  Association  purports  to  represent^ 

its  members.  ■ 

Evidently,  the  writers  of  these  letters 

believe  that  the  BPLPSA  does  purport  to 

represent  its  members  in  the  areas  of 


|doing  something  in  our  behalf  in  securing 
Ifunds  for  a  much  needed  adjustment  in 
jsalary, 

'    Vfe  need  not  go  into  the  present  cost  of 
! living  as  compared  with  the  cost  at  the 
•time  of  our  last  increase »    That  is  a 

May  we  mention 

only  one  important  item,  the  most  expensive 
single  item  in  our  budget,  RENT,  which  has 
een  increased  ^%  at  least  and  in  some  in- 
stances 20^0    This  alone  is  ground  for  sub- 
stantial adjustment. 

Let  us  close  with  the  hope  that  something 


wages,  hours,  classification  of  employees,  ^^^^^"^  announce- 

'raent  will  be  made  soon  so  that  the  members 


and  working  conditions.  It  is  also  appar- 
ent as  a  result  of  the  feeling  expressed 


;of  the  staff  who  are  facing  the  dilemma  of 
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getting  along  will  have  the  knowledge  that 
either  something  is  or  is  not  being  done. 

Undernourished 

To  the  Editor: 

An  irreverent  young  man  of  the  newest 
generation  sniffed  at  the  shortness  of  my 
poem  in  the  October  issue,  and  said  any- 
body could  write  a  poem  that  short,  and 
he'd  bet  I  couldn't  do  a  longer  oneo  So 
I  said  I'd  show  him,  and  here  is  the  long- 
er opus.    If  I'm  dared  again,  I  may  do  the 
closed  departments, 

Harry  Andrews 


Gather  round  and  hear  me  tell 

Annals  of  the  BPL: 
Pile  of  the  choicest  stone, 

Elegant  in  face  and  tone^ 
Palace  of  Venetian  pride, 

Chaster  than  an  old-time  bride; 
Stately,  calm,  surpassing  fair, 

Glory  of  our  Copley  Square. 

2 

Go  within  and  straight  espy 

Grandeur  to  beguile  the  eye : 
Ifessive  bronze  the  stately  door, 

Zodiac  signs  bestrevf  the  floor; 
Stairs  wide,  the  ceiling  spacious. 

The  viev;  is  fine,  the  air  gracious; 
Corridors  to  left  and  right 

Promise  splendors  out  of  sight. 

3 

Gleaming  marble  every  stair. 

Gleaming  marble  lions  there; 
Panelled  figures  by  Chavannes, 

Graceful  like  in  gay  pavanne; 
Balustrade  with  columns  high, 

^('alls  to  make  Bellini  sigh; 
Oak  doors  at  either  end 

Explorations  do  extend, 

h 

Abbey  Room  is  next  on  right. 

Shrouded  in  softest  light; 
Knights  in  medieval  mail 

Questing  for  the  Koly  Grail j 
Colorful,  resplendent,  gay, 

Tints  to  take  your  breath  away; 
Masterpiece  of  richest  art. 

Elevates  the  viewer's  heart. 


5 

Then  magnificent  Bates  Hall, 

Sure  a  sight  that  does  enthrall: 

Miles  and  miles  and  miles  long. 
Seems  like  halls  in  epic  song; 

Statues  of  the  quondam  great, 

In  letters,  arts,  affairs  of  state; 

Ceiling  arched  like  deepest  vault. 
Perfect  all  without  fault. 

6 

Children's  Room.'s  a  little  palace, 

Fit  for  Lewis  Carroll's  Alice: 
Round  tables,  low  seat. 

Easing  reach  of  littlest  feet; 
Cases  holding  fabled  lore. 

Illustrating  days  of  yore ; 
Latticed  windows,  fireplace. 

Everything  is  spotless  grace. 

7 

Teacher's  Room  is  next  in  view. 
Haven  for  the  studious  few; 

Rare  Adams  books  are  here. 

Yellowed  volumes  tier  on  tier; 

Julia  Howe's  stirring  call 
Hangs  original  on  wall; 

Elliot's  painted  meditation 

Cranes  the  neck  in  admirationo 

6 

Climb  a  hundred  stairs  or  near. 

Sumptuous  Sargent  Hall  is  here: 
Startling  paintings  line  the  wall, 

Moses  heeds  the  Sinai  call; 
Love  thy  God  commandments  teach. 

Ancient  Hebrew  prophets  preach; 
Painted  sermons  show  clear. 

Deathless  Sargent  labored  here, 

9 

Treasure  Room  is  here  tiearby. 

Sights  to  bring  delighted  cry; 
A  Rosenbach  it  sure  would  please. 

To  loiter  here  at  his  ease; 
See  displayed  in  each  direction, 

Incunabular  perfection; 
Folios,  quartos,  volumes  rare. 

Treasures  fine  beyond  compare e 

10 

Walk  inside  the  Music  Room, 

Hushed  is  all  the  din  and  boom; 
Ancient  spinet  illustrates 

Music's  state  in  early  dates; 
Scores  and  scores  and  scores  of  scores 

V/ork  of  geniuses  and  bores; 
Ghosts  of  all  composers  there. 

Hover  somewhere  in  the  air. 
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11 

Then  the  Room  of  Rare  Book 

Housed  in  a  cozy  nook; 
Famous  treasures  none  can  see. 

Rumored  under  lock  and  key; 
Atmosphere  is  deathly  still. 

Hoi  polloi  can't  roam  at  will; 
Musty  scholarship  is  here, 

Dignified,  but  somewhat  drear* 

12 

Print  Department  now  is  seen. 

Late  arrival  on  the  scene; 
Nearly  empty  as  we  pass. 

Only  etchings  under  glass; 
Seems  like  grand  museum  hall, 

Famous  prints  on  every  wall; 
Gliding  by  on  parquet  floor. 

View  the  works  and  wish  for  morea 

13 

Just  beyond,  in  v;edded  parts. 

Science  and  the  Finer  Arts. 
Painting,  archaeology. 

Physics  and  technology; 
Sfcrld  renov/ned  masterpieces 

ShtJulders  rub  yrith  plumber's  thesis. 
Twin  Departments  who  agree. 

But  they  should  expanded  be. 

Hi 

Back  again  to  lower  floor. 

See  the  places  missed  before: 
News  Room  spite  of  agitation 

Brings  you  news  from  every  nation; 
Magazines  of  every  hue 

In  the  next  room  are  on  viev;; 
Read  the  ones  that  you  adore. 

Tolerate  what  you  deplore o 

15 

Open  Shelf  needs  more  than  glance- 

Our  piece  de  resistance: 
Lofty,  roomy,  new,  and  bright. 

Modem  and  refreshing  sight; 
Crammed  vath  books  for  every  taste. 

Leisured  few  or  those  in  haste; 
Music  for  the  ones  that  care. 

Every  palate  sated  there. 

16 

Colonnaded  court  beyond. 

Fountain  set  in  tiny  pond; 
Atmosphere  like  royal  tomb. 

All  is  hushed  in  lovely  gloom; 
Here  come  for  meditation. 

Agitation  or  elation; 
Temple  for  the  few  v;ho  try 

Let  the  busy  v/orld  go  bye 


164 

Much  remains  to  show,  but  HarkJ 
No  more  room  in  the  QUESTION  MARK. 


THANK  YOU 

November  l6,  19^2 

Dear  Friends: 

With  a  heart  deeply  touched 
by  such  a  glowing  tribute,  I  write  to  ex- 
press, humbly,  my  most  sincere  "thank  youl" 

Thursday,  November  13,  1952,  will 
live  as  a  most  cherished  memory  in  my  book 
of  days,  and  I  shall  never  forget  you. 

May  God  shower  His  blessings  on  you, 
too,  and  keep  you  always  in  His  care. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Frances  Kelley 
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EDITOR ^S  CORNER 

As  we  stand  at  the  doer  of  a  new  year 
and  look  backward  down  the  corridor  of 
time,  we  see  many  things  within  the  Li- 
brary family  that  attract  our  attention. 
Time  and  space  permit  the  consideration 
here  of  only  one  of  these  problems* 

A  careful  survey  of  The  Question  Mark 
reveals  two  startling  facts :  That 
during  the  first  eleven  months  of  the 

current  year  72  full-time  bibliothecal  em-jthe  bottom  all  over  again? 
ployees  left  the  service,  and  (2)  that 
the  reason  topping  the  list,  as  shown  be- 
low, was  "to  accept  positions  elsewhere". 


No. 

Reason  for  Leaving                Per  Cent 

20 

To  accept  positions  elsewhere 

27.8 

19 

26. a 

13 

18.1 

h 

h 

Entering  Jlilitary  Service.... 

5.5 

h 

Entering  schools  and  colleges 

5.5 

3 

U.2 

2 

2.8 

2 

2.8 

1 

loh 

100,0 

It  is  time  for  all  of  us  to  take  cogni- 
zance cf  the  fact  that  far  too  many  of  our 
young  people  are  leaving  to  accept  posi- 
tions elsewhere.    It  is  time  we  asked  and 
answered  a  few  pertinent  questions,  or 


more  lucrative  and  less  demanding  positions 
elsewhere? 

Are  we  making  our  Library  sufficiently 
appealing  in  salary,  working  conditions, 
credits  and  equivalents  to  attract  v;-orkers 
from  other  large  libraries?    If  a  chil-* 
dren's  librarian  from  Detroit  should  wisxx 
to  transfer  to  Boston,  can  she  come  as  a 
children's  librarian  or  does  she  have  to 
go  through  the  throes  of  examinations,  de- 
layed credits,  and  work  her  way  up  from 

Aren't  we  being 
a  little  superior,  perhaps  too  superior  for 
our  own  good,  in  assuming  that  a  worker  in 
a  library  comparable  to  Boston  cannot  as- 
sume a  position  in  Boston  on  a  par  with  the 
one  held  in  another  library,  given  a  rea- 
sonably short  time  "to  learn  the  ropes"? 

Is  our  examination  system  too  rugged, 
too  inflexible;  the  examinations  far  too 
numerous;  and  the  reward  not  worth  the  ef- 
fort?   Are  those  in  positions  of  authority  - 
the  so-called  "bosses"  -  not  sufficiently 
attuned  to  the  needs  of  our  staff?    Do  we 
do  everything  we  can  to  help  our  assistants, 
to  make  their  work  agreeable,  their  sur- 
roundings pleasant?    Do  we  give  them  aid 
and  advice  when  they  need  it?    Do  we  do  all 
j these  things  or  do  we  just  think  we  do? 
'No  assistant  is  worth  his  salt  who  has  to 
be  pampered  but  there  is  a  vast  difference 
between  pampering  and  encouraging. 

There  are  rumors  that  our  staff  morale  is 
not  too  good.    Where  does  the  fault  lie? 
This  question  naturally  implies  that  all 


five  years  from  now  our  staff  will  be  in  a 

sad  state.    Why  are  our  young  people  -  yesJ staff  members  are  to  some  extent  responsi- 


and  even  some  of  those  who  have  been  in  a 


ble  for  staff  morale.    It  is  interesting 


a  number  of  years  -  seeking  positions  else-j-to  note,  however,  that  on  the  same  day 
where?    Are  our  working  conditions  too  de-  (November  2h,  1952)  two  well-known  comraen- 
manding?    Is  the  remuneration  not  compara-  tators  noted  that  staff  morale  seeps  down 
ble  to  that  in  other  educational  institu-  ifrom  the  top,  never  up  from  the  bottom, 
tions  or  in  the  business  field?    Are  our    jRobert  C.  Ruarck  in  the  Boston  TRAVELER 

I  said,  "The  fault  is  nearly  always  at  the 
I top.    Something  is  basically  wrong  with 
the  brass,  high  and  low,  if  the  ranks  get 


young  people  not  given  sufficient  equiva- 
lents and  credits  -  enough  incentive  to 
stay?    Is  there  too  great  a  lapse  in  time 
between  their  coming  into  the  service  and 
our  recognition  of  their  past  record, 
either  educationally  or  professionally? 
Do  they  grow  weary  in  waiting  and  seek 


unruly."    Henry  J.  Taylor,  over  a  national 
broadcast,  stated  in  substance  that  the 
tone  of  a  staff  -  in  morale,  work  and  gen- 
eral well-being  -  is  always  determined  by 


those  in  authority* 

Another  side  of  this  picture  is  the  prob- 
lems created  by  the  young  people  who  "use" 
the  Library  to  complete  their  education, 
accept  scholarships  from  the  Library  and 
once  educated  promptly  "fold  their  tents 
like  the  Arabs"  -  and  scram.    The  Library 
is  very  generous  with  its  scrambled  sched- 
ules to  fit  the  need  of  the  student  and  in 
the  granting  of  scholarships.    Should  not 
some  measures  be  taken  to  protect  the  in- 
vestment by  (1)  offering  scholarships  only 
to  assistants  who  have  been  in  the  System 
for  at  least  two  years  and  (2)  requiring 
that  these  assistants  who  have  been  given 
special  consideration  for  educational  pur- 
poses guarantee  the  Library  a  set  minimum 
of  three  years  of  service  before  seeking 
employment  elsewhere. 

These  are  but  a  few  of  the  many  factors 
in  a  pertinent  problem  which  should  be  met 
and  mastered.    It  is  easy  to  shrug  our 
shoulders  and  say  "It  is  happening  every 
where,  even  in  industry";  it  takes  more 
stamina  to  square  our  shoulders  and  say 
"It  can't  happen  here." 

The  Editorial  Board  extends  to  the  staff 
the  season's  greetings. 


Mrs  Janet  R.  Quint,  Allston,  formerly 
part-time  in  the  Open  Shelf  Department. 

Joan  M.  Sughrue,  Registration  Department. 

Mrs  Mary  T.  Welby,  lives t  End,  formerly 
part-time. 

Transfers 


PERSONAL  NOTES 


New  Employees 


Margaret  F.  Ambrose,  Roslindale,  formarHy^ 
part-tiiae. 

Delores  Costa,  Bookmobile  I. 

Barbara  E.  Cotter,  Connolly,  formerly 
part-time  in  the  Tr.aohers  Department, 

Ruth  J,  DuCharme,  Trustees'  Office. 

Catherine  T.  Duffy,  Book  Selection  De- 
partment, Division  of  Home  Reading  and 
Coriiranity  Services. 

Robert  B.  Flanagan,  Fine  Arts  Department^ 
formerly  part-time,  I 

Thomas  F.  Oaines  -  Kirstein  Business  i 
Branch,  formerly  part-time. 

Shirley  A.  Gildea,  Information  Office. 

Marcia  I.  Hale,  Book  Stack  Service. 

Janice  G.  Lane,  Office  of  the  Division 
of  Home  Reading  and  Community  Services. 

Margaret  L,  Mahoney,  Information  Office. 

Mrs  Donna  C.  Maxson,  East  Boston. 

Louise  F,  Miraldi,  General  Reference. 

Thomas  J.  Nolan,  Periodical  and  Sewspaper 
Department. 


Dorothy  K,  Becker,  from  Connolly  to  Tyler 
Street. 

Mary  J.  Bradley,  from  Parker  Hill  to 
Bookmobile  I. 

Felicia  J,  Langdon,  from  Bookmobile  II 
to  City  Point. 

Marearet  E.  Lewis,  from  West  End  to  the 
Open  Shelf  Department. 

Elizabeth  ^Loughlin,  from  Book  Stack 
Service  to  Parker  Hill. 

Helen  S.  Murphy,  from  City  Point  to 
Faneuil. 

Ethel  L.  O'Brien,  from  Book  Stack  Service 
to  Book  Preparation  Department. 

Resignations 

Margaret  R.  Bowers,  West  Roxbury,  to  be 
married. 

Mrs  Mary  T.  Delano,  Adams  Street,  to  re- 
main at  home. 

Mrs  Jeanne  C,  Foret,  Mattapan,  to  remain 
at  home. 

Mrs  I^larion  D.  LfecWilliam,  Fine  Arts  De- 
partment, to  live  in  North  Carolina. 

Mrs  Laura  W,  Nitchie,  General  Reference 
Department,  to  remain  at  home. 

Maurice  Rahilly,  Audio-Visual  Center,  to 
accept  an  internship  in  the  Division  of 
Library  and  Reference  Services,  Department 
of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 

Engagement 

A.  Gertrude  Barry,  Personnel  Office,  to 
Bernard  F.  Eoherty,  Binding  Department, 
October  27,  19^2. 

SEASON'S  GREETINGS  TO  THOSE  ON 
THE  SICK  LIST 

Helen  E.  Colgan,  West  End. 
Mary  V,  Doyle,  Adams  Street. 
Rose  Karaian,  Branch  Issue  Department. 
Ralph  H,  Mann,  Buildings  Department. 
Mary  E.  I,5ulvaney,  Registration  Department. 
Marjorie  A.  Obenauer,  Mt.  Pleasant. 
William  F.  Quinn,  Buildings  Department. 
Katherine  G,  Sullivan,  General  Reference 
Department. 
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IN  MEMORIAM 
ROBERT  F.  DIXON 

In  the  death  of  Robert  F,  Dixon  the  Li- 
brary has  lost  a  truly  faithful  and  con- 
scientious employee.    For  well  over  a 
period  of  fifty  years  he  worked  at  the 
Boston  Public  Library.    Always  a  loyal 
friend,  ever  ready  to  advise  on  problems 
that  did  not  seem  to  have  an  answer  in  our 
daily  chores,  his  counsel  which  was  always 
so  right  was  indeed  comforting.    We  shall 
miss  him  because  he  was  such  a  shining  ex- 
ample of  a  man  viho  enjoyed  his  work  and 
the  friendship  of  the  men  and  women  who 
worked  with  him. 

A  lifelong  resident  of  Boston,  he  attend- 
ed Rice  Training  School,  Central  Evening 
High  School,  and  took  courses  in  traffic 
management  and  related  subjects  at  Boston 
College  and  Boston  University.    He  was 
past  president  of  the  Employees'  Benefit 
Association  of  the  library,  treasurer  of 
the  library's  Quarter  Century  Club,  past 
deputy  grand  knight  of  Boston  Co\incil 
No.  68,  Knights  of  Columbus,  secretary  of 
the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Society  at  Immacu- 
late Conception  Church,  South  End,  and 
founder  of  the  first  Catholic  Boy  Scout 
troop  in  Boston,  at  the  Cathedral  of  the 
Holy  Cross. 

A  solemn  high  mass  of  requiem  was  cele- 
bratAd  Tuesday  morning,  December  2nd,  at 
10  a.m.  in  St.  Ignatius  Church,  Chestnut 
Hill.    H  large  delegation  of  his  fellow 
workers  were  in  attendance.    Many  of  his 
friends  among  retired  members  of  the  Staff 
were  also  present. 

William  B.  Gallagher 

TAKE  A  BOVy 

The  Publications  Committee  is  of  the 
opinion  that  people  are  too  ready  to  note 
the  omissions  and  too  prone  to  accept  with- 
out comment  the  job  vrell  done.    WeH  like 
to  have  from  time  to  ti/ne  reports  of  those 
who  without  fanfare,  even  without  conment, 
have  done  an  outstanding  piece  of  work,  in 
order    that  they  may  receive  some  recogni- 
tion even  if  that  recognition  is  only  "to 
take  a  bow"  in  The  Question  Mark.    We  know 
that  there  are  many  staff  members  who  do 
a  fine  jobj  they  woiild  not  think  of  doing 
otherwise.    We  cannot  recognize  all  such 


excellent  work  but  we  can  from  time  to  time 
cite  a  few  -  just  for  the  record  -  so  that 
the  staff  may  know  that  a  job  well  done  is 
not  always  unrecognized. 

As  the  first  recipients  of  this  outstand- 
ing award.  Take  a  Bow,  we  would  like  to 
nominate  Thomas  J«  Manning  and  his  assis- 
tant, George  Scully of  the  Exhibits  Office. 
Those  beautiful,  yawning,  vacant  cases 
certainly  offer  a  challenge  to  these  two 
men.    The  exhibits  they  arrange  are  out- 
standing and  a  credit  to  the  Library, 
Boys  -  Take  a  Bow  from  your  fellow  staff 
members c    Ve  enjoy  and  appreciate  the  fruits 
of  year  labors » 


Even  before  the  above  idea  saw  the  light 
of  day  in  The  Question  Mark  columns,  the 
following,  unsolicited  comment  was  received 
from  a  staff  member.    The  Publications  Com- 
mittee is  happy  to  "second"  the  sentiments 
of  the  contributoro 

A  Salute  to  our  Telephone  Operators 

Once  again  we  have  occasion  to  pay' trib- 
ute to  our  efficient  and  loyal  telephone 
operators.    These  past  weeks  have  been  a 
most  trying  experience  for  them  diiring  the 
noise  and  confusion  of  the  reconstruction 
of  their  office.    Only  a  few  realize  how 
difficult  it  has  been  for  them  to  carry  on 
and  give  efficient  service  during  this  try- 
ing period.    Again,  we  salute  a  fine  group 
of  girls. 

C.M.F. 

Dear  Friends : 

I  want  to  take  this  opportiin- 
ity  to  thank  all  ray  friends  at  the  Library 
for  their  kindness  and  th ought f\ilness  dur- 
ing my  stay  at  the  hospital. 

The  many,  many  cards  and  flowers  I  re- 
ceived were  a  source  of  much  pleasure  to 
me  and  certainly  helped  to  make  the  days 
a  little  brighter. 

I  am  now  on  the  road  to  recovery  and  am 
looking  forward  to  seeing  you  soon. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Mary  E,  Mulvaney 


■■••■) 


GREETINGS  FROM  MARY  GOLDEN 
To  ny  friends  in  the  Library: 

Here  I  am  in  warm  and  sunny  Miami,  and 
it  is  December  6th«    I've  seen  boulevards 
•,vhich  boast  of  palm  and  flowering  bushes. 
Poinaettias,  hibiscus,  and  other  beautiful 
flowers  run  rampant.    At  night  I've  seen 
"the  moon  over  Miami"  and  a  small  edition 
of  the  New  York  sky-line,    I  do  not  mean 
to  gloat.    I  only  wish  that  I  could  share 
some  of  this  excellent  weather  with  you. 

With  the  approach  of  the  Christmas  sea- 
son, there  are  many  displays  and  exhibits 
in  the  shopping  districts »    The  streets 
are  all  lit  up  with  Christmas  decorations. 
However,  when  department  stores  feature 
wollen  gloves  and  socks,  warm  robes  and 
slippers,  I  presume  that  they  are  for 
gifts  to  be  worn  in  colder  climates, 
Santa  Claus  visits  here  in  an  air*plane 
since  his  reindeer-driven  sleigh  must  have 
snow. 

The  Question  Mark  will  no  doubt  keep  me 
informed  of  our  library  news,  (I  still 
refer  to  our  library  back  home.) 

Many  good  wishes  for  a  very  happy  Yule- 
tide,  accompanied  by  my  best  regards  to 
you  all. 

Cordially  yours, 
Mary  Golden 

8U  S.W,  6th  Ave. 

Miami,  Florida 

GIFTS 

The  Honorable  Joseph  Shields,  Irish  con- 
sul at  Boston,  presented  a  copy  of  Dorothy 
Macardle's  book,  The  Irish  Republic,  to 
I-ee  M,  Friedman,  president  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  on  behalf  of  President  Sean 
O'Kelley  of  the  Republic  of  Ireland  at  a 
formal  ceremony  on  Thursday,  November  20, 
at  3:00  p.m.    The  inscription  reads:  "To 
the  Boston  city  public  library  with  every 
good  wish  and  blessing  from  Sean  T. 
O'Ceallaig  President  of  Ireland  August  8, 
1952." 

On  Thursday,  December  k,  at  11:00  a.m., 
Uie  Reverend  Thomas  J.  Carroll,  director 
of  the  Catholic  Guild  for  the  Blind,  pre- 


sented to  the  Boston  Public  Library  a  new 
magnifier  called  the  Megascope,  which  has 
been  placed  in  the  Patent  Room,    Milton  E, 
Lord,  director  of  the  Boston  Public  Library, 
accepted  the  gift. 

Father  Carroll  said  that  one  of  the  rea- 
sons for  choosing  the  Library  was  because 
he  felt  that  many  partially-sighted  persons 
feel  hesitant  about  visiting  an  organiza- 
tion for  the  blind  or  for  other  specialized 
groups.    He  also  felt  that  the  Library  was 
easily  accessible  to  everyone  and  because 
it  is  important  that  the  Megascope  be  near 
a  soxirce  of  reading  materials. 

"The  presence  of  this  new  machine  in  such 
a  public  building  as  the  Boston  Public  Li- 
brary Yrill  allow  people  to  use  it  in  read- 
ing library  books  as  well  as  personal 
letters  or  any  other  materials  they  may 
wish  to  bring  with  them,"  Father  Carroll 
said.    He  noted  that  the  Guild  was  among 
the  first  organizations  for  the  blind  in 
the  country  to  finance  research  on  a  pro- 
jection magnifier,  having  contributed  to 
research  along  those  lines  as  far  back  as 
19U5. 

"The  machine  will  free  many  partially 
sighted  persons  from  a  world  of  blindness 
where  they  do  not  belong,"  the  priest  said, 
"It  is  hoped  that,  being  placed  in  a  great 
center  built  around  the  sense  of  sight, 
this  magnifier  will  redouble  the  efforts 
of  these  people  to  live  in  a  sighted  world," 
Father  Carroll  gave  great  credit  to  the 
Library  for  its  cooperation  in  the  project. 

Developed  by  the  American  Foundation  for 
the  Blind,  the  new  Megascope  is  an  out- 
growth of  a  machine  originally  made  to  read 
microfilm.    It  has  had  extensive  use  in 
technical  libraries  for  reading  microcard 
indexing  of  books  and  manuals.    It  magni- 
fies the  print  of  a  telephone  directory  to 
a  height  of  two  inches,  and  enlarges 
ordinary  typewritten  figures  to  three 
inches.    Authorities  claim  that  the  secret 
of  the  new  machine  is  that  it  maintains  a 
reasonably  good  contrast  between  the 
letters  and  their  background  v/hile  magni- 
fying the  letters  considerably.    The  Mega- 
scope purchased  by  the  Guild  for  the  Public 
Library  is  equipped  with  both  12  and  25 
power  lenses  J  the  larger  lens  shows  less 
of  the  field  than  the  smaller  one. 

Though  most  persons  having  at  least 
2/200's  vision  will  be  able  to  read  with 
the  Megascope,  it  is  emphasized  that  the 
machine  is  of  no  value  whatsoever  to  the 
totally  blind.    Persons  with  extreme 
hyper-myopia  or  advanced  retinitis  pigmen- 
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tosa  will  be  unable  to  use  the  Megascope, 

One  of  the  benefits  of  having  the  icagni- 
fier  readily  accessible  is  that  it  vdll 
allow  nany  persons  to  determine  whether  or 
not  their  vision  is  such  that  they  can  be 
aided.    Since  the  announcement  of  the 
machine  in  the  June  issue  of  LISTEN,  an 
extraordinary  number  of  inquiries  have 


QUARTER  CENTURY  CLUB  LUNCHEON 

On  Wednesday,  November  19,  over  seventy 
members  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  Quar- 
ter Century  Club  attended  a  luncheon  in  the 
Monaco  Room  of  the  Hotel  Lenox.    Milton  E, 
Lord,  Director,  and  Francis  B,  Masterson, 


former  Trustee  of  the  Library  and  Honorary 
been  received  as  to  when  it  would  be  avail-jMember  of  the  Club,  were  guests  of  honor. 


able  in  this  area. 

As  explained  in  the  June  LISTEN,  the 
magnifier,  which  occupies  about  the  same 
desk  space  as  a  typewriter,  is  lighted  by 
a  l50-watt  bulb,    iiaterial  to  be  read  is 
placed  type-side  down  on  a  plastic  tray  at 
the  top  of  the  machine  and  is  projected  in 
a  greatly  enlarged  form  (26  diameters)  on 
a  screen  at  the  front.    Movement  of  the 
material  is  controlled  by  a  frome  bar  be- 
low the  screen.    Manipulation  of  this  bar 
requires  practice,  and  persons  who  have 
never  read  before  Ecay  have  some  initial 
difficulty,  but  the  method  is  quickly 
learned.    In  addition  to  magazines,  papers j 
books  and  letters,  other  flat  material  can 
be  magnified  in  the  machine.  Textiles, 
coins,  leaves,  stamps  and  music  sheets  are 
some  of  the  numerous  things  which  can  be 
used. 

OPENING  OF  mfJ  CHILDREN'S  SECTION 

The  new  Children's  Section  of  the  Open 
Shelf  Department  was  formally  opened  for 
service  to  girls  and  boys  on  the  afternoon 
of  November  17,  by  the  Director,  Milton  E, 
Lord,  who  welcomed  the  guests  and  spoke 
briefly  on  the  function  of  the  room  and 
paid  tribute  to  the  fine  cooperative  work 
of  the  staff  in  the  preparation  of  the  new 
quarters.    Lee  M.  Friedman,  President  of 
the  Trustees,  spoke  on  the  life-long  joys 
and  friendships  to  be  found  in  books  and 
reading,  and  closed  with  Emilie  Poulsson's 
familiar  lines:    "Books  are  friends.  Come 
let  us  read," 

The  pleasant  room,  inviting  with  its  at- 
tractive color  and  lighting,  modem  com- 
fortable furniture  rightly  sized  for  little 
children  and  for  their  older  sisters  and 
brothers,  gayly  jacketed  books  arranged  in 
reader  interest  classification,  the  dio- 
rama of  "Alice  in  Wonderland" ,  and  the  two 
record  players  with  multiple  sets  of  ear- 
phones attracted  many  visitors  that  day  and    On  the  screen  she  drew  the  blind  while 


After  a  very  fine  (and  substantial) 
luncheon,  enlivened  by  accordion  music  by 
Helen  K,  Murphy  of  the  Book  Stack  Service, 
President  George  W,  Gallagher  introduced 
Mr  Lord,    The  Director  gave  a  short  speech 
of  greeting  and  enthusiastically  endorsed 
the  choice  of  the  Club  in  having  a  luncheon 
instead  of  a  dinner.    From  the  large  turn- 
out it  was  apparent  that  most  of  the  member- 
ship was  also  pleased  with  the  idea  of  a 
daytime  get-together. 

President  Gallagher  read  replies  to  in- 
vitations sent  to  the  members  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees. 

Our  Honorary  Member,  Mr  Masterson,  was 
then  introduced.    He  recalled  with  nostal- 
gia his  happy  experiences  in  the  Library  - 
first  as  a  yo\mg  employee  and  then,  many 
years  later,  as  a  Library  Trustee.  Chang- 
ing from  nostalgia  to  fervor,  he  spoke 
forcefully  of  the  historic  importance  of 
libraries  and  of  the  virtue  of  courage  and 
determination  in  librarians  as  a  whole  and 
in  the  group  represented 'at  the  luncheon 
in  particular. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  luncheon,  J.  Joseph 
Danker  moved  that  the  Secretary  (Ethel  M, 
Hazlewood)  send  a  letter  of  sympathy  and 
best  wishes  for  a  speedy  recovery  from  the 
members  of  the  Club  to  Robert  F.  Dixon, 
This  letter  was  received  by  Mr  Dixon  a  few 
days  before  he  passed  away, 

C  ,  J .  G  • 

FOUND  ON  THE  EDITOR'S  DESK 

Any  resemblance  to  the  original  is  purely 
coincidental. 

The  book  was  so  much  better  than  the  pic- 
ture ■ 

In  the  book  she  was  a  waitress,  not  a  maid. 
And  the  man  who  was  a  cook 
Was  a  lifeguard  in  the  book 
On  top  of  that  his  part  was  badly  played. 


throughout  Book  Week,  and  made  new  friends 
and  patrons  for  the  Library, 

Elizabeth  M,  Gordon 


she  was  working. 
But  the  story  had  her  working  as  a  blind. 
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Oh,  the  book  was  so  iiiuch  better  than  the 
picture, 

That  I  think  they  had  another  book  in 
minde 

(a  popular  song)  by  Mel  Leven 

N,Y«  Johnstone- 
Montei,  Inc. 

STORK  EVENTS 


Mr  and  Mrc*  Harold  M,  Kelley  of  Milton 
had  the  welcome  mat  out  for  Carolyn  Ann 
who  arrived  at  their  home  at  7  Voses  Lane, 
on  November  l6,  19^2.    Carolyn  weighed 
7  lbs  ft  15  oz»,  and  the  beautiful  blonde 
tint  of  her  mother's  hair  was  evidenced 
among  the  darker  shade  which  predominated. 
She  also  looks  like  her  mother  according 
to  latest  reports.    Mrs  Kelley  is  the 
former  Joyce  Rylander  of  Office  of  the 
Division  of  Reference  and  Research  Ser- 
vices. 

* 

Mrs  aftd  Jeremiah  Falvey  announce  the 
birth  of  Stephen  Paul.    Mrs  Falvey  is  the 
former  Phyllis  Hoffman  of  the  Director's 
Office. 

"SOIREE  AT  SHORE'S" 

The  Library  Party  Goer's  Association,  in 
full  company  with  their  inner  sanctum 
nucleus,  the  Beasts  of  Bates  Hall  Choral 
Society,  swarmed  into  the  home  of  Elsa 
Shore  in  West  Roxbury  of  a  Saturday  even- 
ing, bent  on  hilarity,  songfest,  and  gen- 
eral fol-de-rol» 

The  ostensible  pretext  of  this  meeting, 
(for  all  meetings  of  these  august  bodies 
must  have  a  pretext  for  their  ever-more- 
frequent  occurrences)  was  the  departure  of 
Maurice  Rahilly  of  the  Audio-Visual  Center 
to  the  U.S.  State  Department  Library  (for 
further  study  by  Congressional  Committee). 
To  buttress  further  the  justification  for 
the  call  of  this  meeting,  the  steering 
committee  of  the  Association  cleverly  de- 
cided to  commemorate  the  tenth  anniversary 
of  the  mrriage  of  Louis  Rains  of  the 
Science  and  Technology  Department  to  Lee 
Rains  (some,  including  your  reporter,  com- 
miserated the  event  with  the  latter) « 

After  the  presentation  of  the  gifts 


Moe  got  a  shirt  and  tie  (suited  especially 
for  diplomatic  wear);  the  Rains',  a  silver 
ice  bucket  (enough  ice  capacity  for  all 
members  at  one  sitting)  -  we  were,  on  one 
hand,  feted  by  Miss  Shore's  pleasing  voice 
and  guitar  accompaniment,  and  tortured,  on 
the  other,  by  the  wild  choralled  laments 
of  the  "Beasts"  who  came  prepared  with 
original  lyrics  especially  written  for  the 
occasion  by  Maestro  Eamon  McDonough  of  the 
General  Reference  Department. 

Somewhere  in  between,  we  ate  of  the  won- 
derful fare  which  Elaa  -  yo\xr  reporter 
doesn't  think  it  necessary  to  say  that  she 
is  "of  the  Cataloging  and  Classification 
Department,  Reference  and  Research  Divi- 
sion" -  prepared  for  uso    We  also  made  the 
acquaintance  of  a  lovely  belle,  name  of 
Miss  Rheingolde    Colored  slides  of  Alaska, 
from  which  Elsa's  brother,  Robert,  had 
recently  returned,  were  shovm  and  enjoyed* 
The  meeting  adjourned  somewhat  after  12Mo 
Since  fir  Rains  couldn't  report  on  this 
meeting. 

Sadly  submitted, 
Sidney  Weinberg 

•j(-;;-;Hi"iKi-JH(-)H<- 

WHAT  PRICE  FAME 

In  a  child's  mind  the  familiar  is  often 
synonymous  vrLth  the  famous. 

On  Tuesday,  story  hour  day,  at  the  South 
End  Branch,  Mrs  John  Cronan  was  approached 
by  one  and  then  another  child  asking  for 
her  signature.    After  signing  her  name 
about  the  fourth  or  fifth  time,  she  in- 
quired why  so  many  children  wanted  her 
autograph.    The  child  answered,  "We  have 
to  get  the  signature  of  a  famous  person  for 
extra  credit  in  our  English  class," 

■}Hf-;HH«"«-«-K-)Hf 

ALUmE  NOTES 

Edith  Guerrier,  Supervisor  of  Branch 
Libraries,  Emeritus,  was  guest  of  honor  at 
a  luncheon  on  December  tenth.    The  "cater- 
ers" who  assist  ■   her  at  the  annual 
Alumnae  Tfeas  were  her  hostesses  at  Saljca- 
gundi ' s • 
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THE  SPOKEN  AND  MITTEN  WORD 
BY  STAFF  llE^ffiERS 

On  Tuesday,  November  18,  Elizabeth  M, 
Gordon  was  the  guest  of  Nell  Gabriel  on 
Station  WMS»    On  Friday,  November  21,  she 
appeared  on  Domestic  Diary  yrith  Polly  Huse 
over  WBZ-TV,    On  both  occasions  she  dis- 
cussed Children's  Book  Week  and  the  open- 
ing of  the  new  Children's  Section  of  the 
Open  Shelf  Department, 

During  Jewish  Book  Month,  Miss  Goldstein 
conducted  nine  radio  panels  over  Stations 
WBZ,  WEEI,  WNAC,  and  WOM  with  many  dis- 
tinguished persons  participating.    In  the 
November  28  issue  of  the  Juvenile  Jewish 
periodical,  WORLD  OVER,  there  appears  an 
article  on  Boston  and  the  growth  of  its 
Jewish  community.    It  is  gratifying  to  be 
able  to  report  that  the  article  cites  with 
illustration  the  West  End  Branch  Library 
and  its  Librarian,  Fanny  Goldstein,  as  im- 
portant and  moving  factors  in  that  growth. 

Dr  Harry  Zohn  of  Brandeis  University,  a 
member  of  the  Boston  Jewish  Book  Month 
Committee,  has  just  published  a  LIBER 
AMICORUM,  Friderike  Maria  Zweig  on  the 
occasion  of  her  70th  birthday  which  in- 
cludes over  one  hundred  congratulatory 
messages  in  five  languages  plus  a  poem  and 
a  wood  cut.    Jiany  famous  world  personal- 
ities are  included.    In  the  preface  Dr 
Zohn  gives  credit  to  Fanny  Goldstein  of 
the  West  End  Branch  Library  for  her  help 
in  editing  the  volume. 

On  November  30  Miss  Goldstein  spoke  at 
the  Community  Church  on  the  topic  of  the 
JEW  IN  CONTEMPORARY  POETRY  to  a  very  ap- 
preciative audience. 

At  the  December  eleventh  meeting  of  the 
North  Shore  Library  Club,  held  at  the 
Houghton  Branch  of  tlie  Lynn  Public  Library, 
Virginia  Haviland,  Readers  Adviser  for 
Children,  spoke  on  the  new  Children's  Sec- 
tion of  the  Open  Shelf  Department:  its 
organization  and  its  services,  and  review- 
ed current  books  for  children. 

A  CHRISTMAS  SUGGESTION 

A  year's  membership  in  A.L.A.  -  applica- 
tions available  in  the  Office  of  Records, 
f^les,  Statistics. 


PRESIDENT'S  NOTES 

We  had  a  very  interesting  meeting  of  the 
Executive  Board  on  Friday,  December  5>  19^2* 
At  this  meeting  Mr  Weinberg's  motion  to  ex- 
pand the  welfare  clause  of  the  constitution 
from  the  general  terms  to  more  specific 
terms  in  regard  to  wages  and  hours  was  con- 
sidered.   The  President  raised  the  question: 
If  the  motion  is  voted  upon,  will  the  Asso- 
ciation have  to  file  with  the  Department  of 
Labor  and  Industries  the  same  as  other  or- 
ganizations dealing  in  such  matters?  Since 
Mr  Polishook,  our  esteemed  Treasurer,  is  a 
lawyer,  I  tried  to  get  a  little  free  advice 
for  the  Association.    Mr  Polishook  checked 
immediately  with  the  State  House  and  it 
vras  the  opinion  of  Mr  O'Neill  that  we  would 
have  to  file.    He  offered  to  check  further 
on  this  question.    We  then  voted  to  lay  the 
motion  on  the  table  until  the  next  meeting 
so  that  we  could  have  a  complete  report  to 
make  to  the  members  of  the  Association. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  a  committee 
be  formed  to  work  on  the  Book  Selection 
Policy  of  this  Library.    Accordingly,  the 
following  members  of  the  Association  have 
agreed  to  serve  on  this  committee :  Marie 
Kennedy,  Mt  Bowdoin  Branch  Library;  Edward 
Lahai,  Open  Shelf  Department j  John 
McCafferty,  General  Reference  Department  j  ■''^^ 
Sarah  Richman,  Mattapan  Branch  Library; 
Loraine  A.  Sullivan,  Science  and  Technology 
Department;  and  Harriet  Swift,  Rare  Book 
Department.    The  names  are  arranged  alpha- 
betically, because  it  has  been  decided  that 
we  will  let  the  committee  elect  its  own 
chairman.    ^-H^Dorothy  F.  Nourse,  E^st  Boston* 

Again  we  want  to  thank  the  Committee  on 
Personnel  Morale  for  an  excellent  report. 
The  report  was  discussed  at  the  business 
meeting,  but  it  is  felt  that  it  could  not 
be  given  justice;    so,  we  have  had  it 
mimeographed  and  sent  to  each  unit  of  the 
Library  and  incorporate  it  as  an  appendix 
to  this  issue  of  The  Question  tfetrk.  It  is 
hoped  that  all  will  get  a  chance  to  read 
and  discuss  it.    Please  send  along  any 
comments  that  you  may  have  to  make. 

As  many  of  you  know,  Mrs  Edith  Sliney 
Trocki,  our  Corresponding  Secretary,  v^ho 
has  served  two  terms,  is  leaving  shortly. 
The  Executive  Board  wish  her  well  and  ex- 
tend a  vote  of  thanks  to  her. 


G.L.B, 
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RECENT  PROFESSIONAL  READING 

Oboler,  Eli  M,    Congress  as  censor.  Li- 
brary Journal,  November  15,  1952,  pp. 1927- 
30. 

Mr  Oboler,  Librarian  of  Idaho  State  Col- 
lege Library,  performs  a  valuable  service 
for  librarians  in  this  article  by  bringing 
to  their  attention,  those  bills  and  resolu- 
tions introduced  into  the  past  session  of 
Congress  that  would  give  the  government 
the  role  of  censor.    These  bills  demand 
careful s  tudy,  and  an  intelligent  reading 
of  Mr  Oboler 's  article  in  which  he  identi- 
fies and  briefly  discusses  six  bills  is  a 
good  starting  point  for  such  study, 

A  rousing  challenge  is  made  by  Mr  Oboler 
to  librarians  to  become  very  active  in 
causing  an  awareness  of  a  legislative 
trend  toward  censorship  among  local  civic 

groups,  editors  and  all  those  engaged  in   

the  communication  of  ideas,  viz,,  educatord,1952,  p,l880. 


journalists,  radio-film-TV  people  and  lec- 
turers • 

Some  of  the  bills  brought  to  our  atten- 
tion by  Mr  Oboler  are  H,R.6335,  "to  pro- 
vide that  the  Librarian  of  Congress  shall 
nark  all  subversive  matter  in  the  Library 
of  Congress  and  compile  a  list  thereof  for 
the  guidance  of  other  libraries  in  the 
United  States'";  H.R,6523,  "to  prohibit  the 
transmittal  of  communistic  propaganda 
natter  in  the  United  States  mails  or  in 
interstate  commerce  for  circulation  or  use 
in  public  schools";  H,R.7U3i;,  to  bar  from 


the  mails  "all  papers,  pamphlets,  magazineaLwhat  the  revolution  is  all  about".  That 


periodicals,  books,  pictures,  and  writings 
of  any  kind,  containing  any  defamatory  and 
false  statements  which  tend  to  expose  per- 
sons designated,  identified,  or  character- 
ized therein  by  race  or  religion,  any  of 
nhom  reside  in  the  United  States,  to 
hatred,  conten^it,  ridicule,  or  obloquy  or 
tend  to  cause  such  persons  to  be  shamed  or 
avoided  or  to  be  injured  in  their  business 
or  occupation,,,";  H, Res. 596,  which  created 
a  "Select  Committee  on  Study  of  Current 
Pornographic  Jiaterials", 

Kipp,  Laurence  J,  Report  from  Boston.  Li- 
brary Journal,  November  1,  1952,  pp,l8U3-. 

This  is  a  thorough  account  and  objective 
evaluation  of  the  recent  attack  on  the 
Boston  Public  Library  by  the  Boston  Post, 
charging  the  Library  with  having  in  its 
collections  communist  literature.  For 
those  unfamiliar  with  the  Post  attack,  this 
will  provide  a  good  resume'.    Since  the 
Library  Jo^irrial  has  wide  circulation,  we 


can  asstime  that  librarians  throughout  the 
country  will  be  well  informed  of  the  whole 
case.    It  is  as  an  evaluation  of  the  Post 
attack  that  Mr  Kipp's  article  attains  con- 
siderable value  for  the  discerning  reader. 
The  attack  is  aptly  defined  by  him  as  an 
"attack  upon  the  principle  of  free  inquiry 
within  the  library",    lit  Kipp  wo\ild  label 
the  Boston  Post  attack  upon  the  Library  a 
sample  of  McCarthyisra,    "The  forces,  the 
issues,  the  tactics,  and  the  irrationality 
of  the  fight  are  not  purely  nor  properly 
Bostonian,    It  is  apparent  that  the  attack 
was  deliberately  conceived  as  a  part  of  a 
national  trend,  and  its  progress  and  re- 
buttal may  well  serve  as  a  classic  illus- 
tration for  librarians  throughout  the 
country, 

Boston  Post  continues  to  heckle  Boston  Li- 
brary,   Publishers '  Weekly,  November  1, 


This  article  questions  the  Boston  Post's 
motives  in  inaugurating  its  recent  campaign 
against  our  Library,  and  cites  the  Post's 
point  of  view  as  "not  wholly  one  of  patri- 
otic indignation,  for  the  paper  has  been 
reported  as  'ailing'  (Time,  Oct .20)  and 
the  new  owner  has  seen  in  McCarthyism  and 
library  'infiltration'  a  circulation- 
building  issue".    The  Post's  stand  is  de- 
scribed as  one  that  would  have  the  Library 
"adopt  the  idea  that  the  best  way  to  fight 
against  a  revolution  is  to  make  sure  that 
no  one  is  allowed  to  know  at  first-hand 


libraries  should  make  it  impossible  for 
readers  to  know  about  communism  seems  to 
the  writer  of  this  article  "the  worst  of 
policies,  against  good  judgment  and  against 
historic  American  theories", 

P,  Moynihan 

IT  HAPPENED  ITJ 
THE  OPEN  SHELF  DEPARTMENT 

IJhen  several  children  wish  to  use  the 
earphones  for  listening  to  music  in  the 
Children's  Section,  they  are  given  numbered 
slips  and  must  avrait  their  turns.  Recently 
a  boy  about  seven-years  old  took  one  such 
slip,  and  after  waiting  patiently  for  his 
turn,  approached  the  assistant  in  charge 
and  queried:    "How  long  does  it  take  to 
have  your  ears  tested?" 
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M.L.A.  FALL  MEETING 
HOTEL  SHERATON,  WORCESTER 

Morning  Session 

This  session  was  devoted  to  the  field  of 
science  with  two  speakers  bringing  stimu- 
lation from  educational  standpoints  and 
work  that  supplements  that  of  librarians o 

Mr  Bradford  Y/ashburn,  Director  of  the 
Boston  Museum  of  Science,  used  as  his 
topic,  "The  Program  and  Plans  of  Boston's 
New  Museum  of  Science",    He  outlined  the 
plans  for  the  development  of  the  Museum 
irtiich  at  present  consists  of  the  East  Wing 
and  the  nearly  completed  Planetarium- 
Auditorium.    He  emphasized  the  fact  that 
the  exhibits  now  displayed  in  the  one 
finished  unit  are  representative  rather 
than  unified.    In  the  final  structure  ther4 cause  frequently  the  student  does  not  con- 


will  be  a  central  tower  with  rest  areas,  a 


subject  of  the  talk  by  Prof.  Fletcher  G. 
Watson,  Harvard  University,  or,  as  he  said, 
any  one  of  several  other  phrases  could  be 
substituted  for  what  was  to  be  said.  Prof. 
Watson  reiterated  what  had  previously  been 
stated  in  regard  to  the  need  for  a  continu- 
ing education  of  adults  in  the  modem 
world  where  such  a  tremendous  body  of 
knowledge  exists.    He  cited  the  prejudiced 
view  of  science  held  by  those  who  shudder 
at  the  remembrance  of  college  laboratory 
courses o    What  is  necessary  today  is  a  pres- 
entation of  scientific  subjects  that  will 
create  an  intellectual  curiosity  and  an 
eagerness  to  learn  about  these  things  which 
touch  every  part  of  present-day  living. 

The  college  courses  themselves  must  be 
planned  not,  as  so  often  happens,  as  intro- 
ductory courses  to  more  advanced  work,  be- 


tinue  and  has  only  the  introductory  course 


Hall  of  Man  and  Public  Health,  the  library j  crammed  with  difficult  factual  material. 


and  administrative  offices  above*  The 
present  wing  will  house  exhibits  of 


Natural  History  and  the  West  Wing  will  con--are  not  majoring  in  a  definite  scientific 


It  is  to  be  hoped  that  courses  to  be  offer- 
ed in  the  future  to  those  individuals  who 


tain  displays  of  Science  and  Industry.  The 
irtiole  building  when  finished  and  land- 
scaped will  be  artistically  more  attrac- 
tive than  it  appears  at  this  stage. 

The  Museum  receives  no  financial  support 
from  the  city  or  state  and  has  had  to 
raise  itself  by  its  o^^vn  bootstraps  depend- 
ing on  gifts,  memberships,  and  admissions 
for  the  development  of  its  expansion  pro- 
gram. 

The  policy  of  the  Museum  is  geared  to 
the  slogan  "Science  Is  Fun" ,  and  it  is 
felt  that  a  more  understanding  approach  to 
the  complexity  of  modem  science  will  be 
achieved  when  individuals  actually  partici-}- 
pate  by  pressing  buttons  or  feeling  the 
conduction  of  heat,  and  that  they  will 
also  remember  what  they  leam. 

There  is  a  fine  popular  scientific  li- 
brary which  does  not  duplicate  the  science 
research  libraries  of  the  local  universi- 
ties but  makes  available  scientific  m- 
terial  to  all  interested  people. 

Mr  Washburn  closed  with  the  Einstein 
quotation  found  near  the  entrance    of  the 
Museum.    "It  is  of  great  importance  that 
the  general  public  be  given  an  opportunity 
to  experience  -  consciously  and  intelli- 
gibly -  the  efforts  and  results  of  scien- 
tific investigation...  Restricting  the 
body  of  knowledge  to  a  small  group  deadens 
the  philosophical  spirit  of  a  people  and 
leads  to  spiritual  poverty." 

"Science  and  General  Education"  was  the 


field  will  be  such  that  the  knowledge  may 
be  related  to  the  life  work  of  the  indi- 
vidual. 

Prof.  Watson  also  mentioned  the  care  that 
should  be  exercised  in  selecting  scientific 
books.    He  warned  especially  against  how- 
to-do-it  books  that  make  an  after-dinner 
trick  of  serious  scientific  experiments, 
without  a  carryover  to  indicate  the  enor- 
mity of  the  implications  involved. 

P.A.W. 


Luncheon  Meeting 

Louis  Untermeyer,  famous  critic,  poet, 
anthologist,  and  editor,  spoke  on  "The  New 
American  Arts"o    "In  the  last  fifty  years 
we  have  discovered  America.    American  arts 
have  become  American  in  the  twentieth  cen- 
tury,,   Previously  we  had  to  go  abroad  for 
our  culture e    Unless  a  painting  came  from 
Italy  or  France,  it  couldn't  possibly  be 
any  good.    Unless  a  musician  studied  in 
Germany,  he  couldn't  be  successful  in 
America,"    As  an  example  of  this  turning 
toward  Europe,  Mr  Untermeyer  cited  the 
Boston  Public  Library  "built  in  1895 ,  they 
had  to  have  a  second-rate  French  painter 
Puvis  de  Chavannes  do  murals  which  are  comr- 
pletely  unAmerican  and  completely  unartis- 
tic.    To  compensate  for  having  a  second- 
rate  Frenchman,  they  had  a  second-rate 
American  painter,  Edwin  Abbey  do  the  Holy 
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Grail.    It  is  so  dark  in  the  room,  you 
can't  see  most  of  the  paintings  and  some 
you  can  see  if  you  lie  flat  on  the  floor." 

"But  today  there  is  a  new  American  way 
of  looking  at  things."    Because  his  sleep- 
er came  into  Worcester  early,  Mr  Unter- 
meyer  killed  time  at  the  Worcester  Art 
Museum  -  "a  refreshing  experience,  the 
range  of  American  art  on  exhibit  was  as- 
tounding.   It  couldn't  have  happened  fifty 
years  agOo    Americans  are  beginning  to 
look  at  their  own  country." 

"You  don't  discover  your  soul  until  you 
discover  your  soil.    Regional  art,  music, 
and  literature  came  firs  to    Walt  VOiitman 
in  his  Leaves  of  Grass  was  a  pioneero  He 


To  an  artist 
,    The  hinge 
mechanismo 


was  considered  commonplace, 
there  is  nothing  commonplace 
of  my  hand  puts  to  shame  all 
There  has  been  a  Declaration  of  Cultural 
Independence.    It  ia  apparent  today  in  art 
literature,  music,  and  architecture.  It 
is  an  effort  not  to  be  an  American.  It 
took  the  genius  of  Louis  Sullivan  and  his 
pupil  Frank  LLoyd  Wright  to  introduce  the 
American  motif  in  architecture.    The  pat- 
tern of  the  skyscraper  is  American. 
Europe  has  begun  to  imitate  Amierica." 

"In  music,  Stephen  Foster  was  a  pioneer. 
Our  folk  music,  cowboy  and  hillbilly  songs, 
and  Negro  spirituals  are  American.  George 


GershTTin's  'Rhapsody  in  Blue'   is  as  good 
a  rhapsody  as  any  by  Liszt  or  Brahms.  The 
unexpected  variations  speak  of  a  dynamic 
America.    Gershwin's  ''Concerto  in  F'   is  an 
American  concerto.    It  has  an  American 
motif.     'Porgy  and  Bess'  is  an  American 
opera.    ''Old  Man  River'   is  an  American 
folk  song.    Previously  our  work  had  been 
patterned  on  foreign  models. 

"Hemingway's  bare  and  masculine  style  is 
American.    Faulkner,  Thomas  Wolfe,  Stein- 
beck, Mencken,  Sinclair  Lewis  are  all 
American  writers."    The  best  sellers  of 
Untermeyer's  youth  were  Graustark,  Prison- 
gr  of  Zenda,  King  Solomon's  Mines,  ?/hen 
Knighthood  was  in  flower.  Monsieur  Bean- 
caire.  They  didn't  happen  here.  Romance 
was  something  that  happened  where  you 
weren't.    Now  Bob  Hope  is  playing  Monsieur 
Beaucaire  in  the  movies.    We  have  iratured 
because  we  can  look  at  it  and  say  this  is 
to  laugh  at.    'Je  are  out  of  our  swadling 
clothes. 

"We  are  on  the  threshold  of  a  golden  age 
of  literature.    In  every  art  there  is  the 
indication  that  we  are  at  the  golden  age 
of  American  culture*    We  are  fortunate  to 
be  alive  at  this  ^jnusual  time." 


Mr  Untermeyer,  after  concluding  his  talk, 
offered  to  answer  questions. 

"What  effect  is  Television  going  to  have?" 

"Television  is  a  potent  competitor. 
People  are  reading  less,  thinking  less,  and 
talking  less.    It  is  making  hypocrites  out 
of  us  because  we  say  we  bought  it  for  the 
kiddies.    Eventually  it  may  lift  our  cul- 
tural level  one  rtmg." 

Francis  X.  Moloney  of  the  Boston  Public 
Library  invited  yir  Untermeyer  to  view  the 
Abbey  paintings  in  their  new  light.  He 
also  invited  him  to  the  Print  Department 
which  that  very  afternoon  -was  opening  a 
display  of  the  work  of  Frank  Benson, 
American  artist. 

G.S  .H* 


FIFTH  ANNUAL  CAROLINE  M.  HEWINS  LECTURE 


The  Round  Table  of  Children's  Librarians, 
in  their  afternoon  meeting,  with  Miss 
Pauline  Winnick  as  Chaiman,  presented  Tfrs 
Elinor  ^Tiitney  Field  as  fifth  Hewins  lec- 
turer.   Her  delightful  paper  on  "The  Neigh- 
borhood Stories  of  Adeline  Dutton  Train 
Whitney"  v^as  read  by  Mr  William  Field.  (It 
is  interesting  to  note  that  Mrs  A.D.T. 
■".Vhitney  was  grandmother  of  both  llr  and  Mrs 
Field,  who  married  as  cousins.) 

Mrs  Field  began  her  paper  on  these  widely 
read  stories,  written  1865-1901,  by  compar- 
ing them  with  some  contemporary  books  for 
children,  especially  with  Susan  Warner's 
WIDE,  WIDE  WORLD,  in  which  there  was  a 
similar  "concern  over  things  of  the  spirit o" 
Speaking  of  Mrs  ITiitney's  personality  and 
character,  Mrs  Field  mentioned  her  sense  of 
fun  which  -was  reflected  in  the  "wit  and 
repartee"  in  her  books  and  "her  happy  art 
of  breaking  up. ..life  into  rainbows" .. .with 
words  that  helped  to  "solve  her  readers ' 
needs".    Her  Ladies  Home  Journal  advice  to 
women  made  clear  her  views  on  the  importance 
of  home  living  (versus  the  career  outside). 
She  considered  that  only  for  Sunday  School 
teaching,  or  for  sewing  or  nursing,  if 
necessary  to  make  a  living,  should  a  woman 
work  outside  the  homeo    Quiet  living  and 
neighborliness  were  ever  emphasized  in  her 
writing. 

Referring  often  to  FAITH  GARTNEY'S  GIRL- 
HOOD, to  A  SmtffiR  IN  LESLIE  GOLDTHWAITE 'S 
LIFE  and  THE  GAYl^fORTHYS ,  especially,  among 
the  twenty  or  so  books  written  by  Mirs  lUhit- 
iney,  Mrs  Field  quoted  from  admiring  letters. 
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coraments,  and  book  reviews  -  from  such 
well-known  persons  as  Sarah  Ome  Jewett, 
Henry  James,  and  Mrs  Charles  Kingsley. 
Magazines  reviewed  her  books  -  with  di- 
verse opinions.    Concerning  THE  GAYWORTHYS 
one  reviewer  claimed  that  it  was  "a  book 
that  will  exercise  power  over  readers... 
The  writer  is  a  great  public  benefactor." 
On  the  other  hand,  Heriry  James  clearly 
recognised  in  Mrs  Whitney's  writing  her 


that  'after  the  church  and  the  school,  the 
free  public  library  is  the  most  effective 
influence  for  good  in  America.'    He  must 
agree  with  Nicholas  Murray  Butler  that 
'our  universities,  our  colleges,  and  our 
schools  leave  education  unfinished';  and 
that  we  need  to  train  our  people  in  the  use 
of  the  public  library.    His  ideas  should 
coincide  with  those  of  a  Michigan  trustee 
who  says  that  'the  modern  library  is  an  in- 


sentiraent  and  sermonizing.    Of  the  polular-tricate  business  and  requires  efficient 


ity  of  }irs  Whitney's  books  there  is  no 
doabt;  over  Hi, 000  copies  were  sold  of 
FAITH  GARTNEY'S  GIRLHOOD,  and  THE  GAY- 
WCRTHYS  was  published  simultaneously  in 
the  United  States  and  England. 
Mrs  Field's  sympathetic  study,  filled 


I  trustees  to  act  as  its  board  of  directors; 
not  to  run  it,  but  to  see  that  it  is  proper- 
!ly  conducted;  not  to  manage  it  but  to  get 
it  managed  in  the  best  possible  way,' 

"The  type  of  trustee  most  needed  in  our 
public  libraries  today  is  the  man  or  woman 
with  humor  and  understanding  of  the  author  who  appreciates  the  change  that  has  taken 
and  her  period  and  with  interesting  side-  place  in  library  service  in  the  last  half- 
lights  on  her  local  background  and  friends  j| century  -  and  who  bases  his  library  plans 
is  a  worthy  contribution  to  the  series  of  land  theories  on  the  fact  of  change  rather 
He.vins  Lectures,  established  by  Mr  jthan  on  the  hope  of  keeping  things  as  they 

Frederick  Jfelcher  and  sponsored  by  the        'are.    Remember  there  is  a  sound  school  of 
Round  Table  of  Children's  Librarians.    Mrs  thought  vrfiich  operate  on  the  principle  that 
Field,  1^0  lives  in  Jfilton,  is  an  AssociatQif  your  efforts  are  criticized,  you  must 
Editor  of  the  Horn  Book  Magazine;  author     jhave  done  something  worthwhile. 

"Good  social  and  educational  institutions 
do  not  grow  in  a  vacuum:    neither    do  they 
thrive  on  past  glc.-y  or  can  they  be  t?V.:^:a 
for  granted.    They  need  sufficient  financial 
BOOKS,  and  ILLUSTRATORS  OF  CHILDREN'S  BOOSj^upport  and  physical  facilities  suffic:.3nt 

to  enable  them  to  do  a  good  job,    I  do  not 
need  to  say  any  more  than  that  the  budget 
is  the  key  to  successful  financial  admin- 
istration of  a  libraryo 

"The  most  important  and  stiffest  assign- 
ment of  anyone  accepting  the  responsibility 
of  library  trusteeship  is  the  securing  of 
adequate  funds  for  his  library  -  dedicating 
himself  to  a  pledge  that  his  library  will 
not  be  a  financial  step-child  of  the  com- 
Imunity." 


of  TOD  OF  THE  FENS,  TRY  ALL  PORTS,  and 
ether  books  for  children;  and  joint  com- 
piler, with  Mrs  Bertha  Mahony  Miller,  of 

re-;lms  of  gold,  five  years  of  children's 


V.H. 


A  reprint  from 

the  MILTON  record 
Friday,  November  7,  1952 

Library  Trustees  Entertain  Region 


The  Trustees  of  the  Milton  Public  Librarj 
recently  entertained  trustees  of  libraries 
in  this  region  at  a  meeting  at  the  Central 
Library. 

The  theme  of  the  evening's  discussion  was 
"The  Library  Trustee  and  Local  Government" 
Mrs  V.  Genevieve  Galick,  Director  of  Field 
Services  of  the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Education,  Division  of  Library  Exten- 
sion, spoke  on  this  topic.    She  said  in 


NEW  BOOKS  IN  THE  STAFF  LimARY 


Fiction 


The  Best  American  short  stories  and  the 
Year-book  of  the  American  short  story,  19^2. 
Boston,  Houghton  Mifflin,  19^2 
part  "...the  library  in  a  modern  sense  mastlBest  detective  stories  of  the  year© 
be  more  than  a  reservoir  of  books  or  a  merel    New  York,  Dutton,  1952 
resource  agency  of  information.  iDean,  Robert  Go 

"Today's  libraries  are  in  process  of        j    A  gambit  for  Ibr  Groode. 
rapid  change.    The  trustees  who  realize  the    Nev/  York,  Dutton,  1952 
scope  of  library  planning  for  the  v/orld  to-jDe  La  Roche,  Mazo 

day  should  believe  with  Theodore  Roosevelt      A  boy  in  the  house,  and  other  stories. 

I    Boston,  Little,  Brown,  1952. 
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Salinger,  Jerome  D. 

The  catcher  in  the  rye, 

Boston,  Little,  Brovm,  1952 
Vidal,  Gore 

A  search  for  the  King* 

New  York,  Button,  1950 

Non-Fiction 

Davis,  Hassoldt 

The  jungle  and  the  damned. 

New  York,  Duell,  Sloan  and  Pearce,  1952 
^jmd,  Alan 

Murder. 

New  York,  Duell,  Sloan  and  Pearce,  1952 
Leeming,  John  F. 

The  natives  are  friendly. 

New  York,  Dutton,  1952 
Peterson,  Virgil  W, 

Barbarians  in  our  midst, 

Boston,  Little,  Brown,  1952 
Prychodko,  Nicholas 

One  of  the  fifteen  million, 

Boston,  Little  Brown,  1952 
Saroyan,  William 

The  bicycle  rider  in  Beverly  Hills, 

New  York,  Scribner,  1952 
Weyl,  Nathaniel 

The  battle  against  disloyalty. 

New  York,  Crowell,  1951 

Non-Fiction  -  Library  Science 

Bliss,  Henry  E, 
A  bibliographic  classification,  2d  ed. 
New  York,  Wilson,  1952 

BRANCH  NOTES 

Connolly 

Announcement  has  been  nade  of  the  en- 
gagement of  Patience-Anne  C.  Williams,  to 
Mortimer  Lenk  of  Boston,    The  wedding  is 
scheduled  for  January,  1953 • 

T^e  welcome  back  Jirs  fiiriam  B,  Hannon, 
after  a  recent  operation, 

* 

On  Tuesday  afternoon,  December  2,  mem- 
bers of  the  staff  tendered  a  tea  in  honor 
of  Dorothy  K,  Becker,  who  was  transferred 
to  the  Tyler  Street  Reading  Room,  Decem- 
ber 3,  1952.    Delicious  cake  and  cookies 
were  enjoyed  by  all  and  a  lovely  gift  was 
presented  to  Miss  Becker,  along  with  best 
wishes  for  her  continued  future  success. 


I  Dorchester 

On  Sunday  evening,  November  23 ,  Margaret 
Morgan  had  as  guests  at  her  home  the  staff 
and  also  Amelia  McCauley,  Mr  and  Mrs  Sagar, 
Mrs  P.  A.  Vacca,  and  Mr  A,  P.  Frederick. 
A  most  interesting  and  enjoyable  entertain- 
ment was  provided  by  the  colored  travel 
films  which  Miss  Morgan  took  on  her  recent 
trip  abroad.    Even  though  these  were 

I "silent  movies",  Miss  Morgan  made  them 
lively  by  her  running  comments  on  various 

'•scenes  and  events,  so  that  her  guests  felt 
as  though  they  had  actually  been  present 

'themselves.  Assisting  her  in  entertaining 
were  Miss  Morgan's  mother,  Mrs  Jessie  Mor- 
gan, who  accompanied  her  on  her  trip,  and 

jher  sister,  Mrs  Joseph  McDonald.  Delicious 
refreshments  were  served.    The  group  pre- 
sented their  hostess  with  a  Japanese  dish 

I  garden. 

East  Boston 

Tuesday,  November  l8/was  a  history-making 
day.    On  this  afternoon,  Mrs  Sydney  Taylor, 
author  of  the  prize-winning  book  "All-of-a- 
Kind  Family"  was  guest  speaker  at  a  special 
Book  Week  program.    She  delighted  a  large 
audience  of  exuberant  children  by  telling 
how  she  wrote  her  book.    After  reading  the 
first  chapter  of  it  which  dealt  with  a  lost 
library  book,  she  drew  them  into  the  pro- 
gram with  play-acting  games.    Its  Taylor's 
talk  was  recorded  on  the  new  tape  recorder, 

( presented  the  previous  Thursday  evening  by 
the  Friends  of  the  East  Boston  Branch  Li- 

I brary.    This  was  the  first  official  use  of 

' the  new  gift  and  the  excellent  recording 

jwill  be  kept  as  a  permanent  record  of  the 
memorable  afternoon  when  the  library  had 
its  first  guest  author.    After  the  program 

I  ended,  the  staff  had  an  opportunity  to 
meet  Mrs  Taylor  and  Miss  Fanny  Goldstein 

I  who  had  arranged  Mrs  Taylor's  visit  to 
Boston,  while  coffee  and  frosted  cookies 

I  were  served  in  the  staff  room. 

iHyde  Park 

Would  you  like  to  see  a  little  house  sur- 
rounded by  two  little  apple  trees,  a  fence, 
j  and  in  the  yard  Hansel  and  Gretel  with  two 
' geese  and  chickens  -  and  all  made  of  candy 
and  cookies?    Then  come  to  Hyde  Park. 
! Miss  Ella  Adams  has  made  the  most  delicious 
1  cottage  with  a  roof  of  brightly  colored 
,  gum  drops,  a  block  sugar  chimney  with  a 
I  green  frosting  vine  climbing  to  the  top  and 
' a  front  door  complete  with  a  candy  rose 
^vine,  and  sitting  on  the  steps  a  tiny 
doormouse.    The  walk  to  the  house  is  out- 


r 


lined  in  colored  Jordan  aL-nonds  and  at  the  actual  celebration  of  this  annual  event 


side  of  the  house  stands  a  delectable 
cooky  Christmas  tree.    Not  only  are  chil- 
dren enjoying  the  exhibit,  v^hich  is  in  a 
glass  case  in  the  children's  room,  but 
also  men  and  women  are  coming  in  to  see 
the  charming  confection, 

Jamaica  Plain 

The  first  fall  meeting  of  the  Friends  of 
the  JanBica  Plain  Branch  Library  ivas  held 
Monday,  November  17.    The  Friends  and 
Staff  were  fortunate  in  securing  Dorothy 


began  during  the  week  of  November  10  with 
the  Hobby  Exhibit  of  crafts  and  collections 
loaned  by  individual  children,  plus  a  com- 
posite display  from  both  the  Gecrrge  T, 
Angell  School  and  the  Roxbury  Neighborhood 
House.    On  November  13,  Jennie  D,  Lindquist 
of  the  Horn  Book,  Inc.  unfolded  the  story 
of  how  a  book  is  published  to  a  group  of 
sixty  boys  and  girls  who  examined  the 
samples  of  the  old  Horn  Book,  type,  galleys 
signatures,  and  unbound  books.    On  Novem- 
ber 17,  Richard  T,  Flood,  author  of  Pass 


Wayman,  author  of  David  I.  Walsh,  as  their  jthe  Puck  and  Fighting  Southpaw  talked 

speaker,  to  open  the  current  year,  Mrs  

Wayman  held  her  audience  not  only  by  her 
subject  mterial,  "How  a  biograchy  is 
written",  but  by  her  ovm  quiet  charm© 
Coffee,  cakes  and  enthusiastic  oonverBatim 
rounded  out  a  successful  evening,  fore- 
runner of  others  to  come. 

Mat ta pan 

I<!attapan  Branch  has  been  fortunate  in 
being  able  to  display  during  JevrLsh  Book 
Month  a  beautifully  mounted  collection  of 
book-plates  assembled  by  Philip  Goodman  of 
New  York  City.    The  exhibit  consists  of 
book-plates  which  were  designed  for  indi- 
vidual Jewish  book  owners,  or  which  use 
Jewish  or  Hebrew  symbols  or  lettering.  An 
article  vrritten  by  Mr  Goodman  which  accom- 
panies the  exhibit  numbers  his  collection 
of  book-plates  around  700,  but  only  the 
most  representative  designs  were  chosen 
for  this  traveling  exhibit  which  is  tour- 
ing the  country  ^under  the  auspices  of  the 
Jewish  Center  Lecture  Bureau  of  New  York. 

-)<• 

Our  children's  librarian.  Miss  Kaufman, 
some  little  while  ago,  instructed  a  fifth- 
grade  class  in  the  use  of  the  library  cat- 
alog.   In  response  to  her  lesson,  she  re- 
ceived from  one  of  the  little  girls  in  the 
class  the  following  note,  which  we  offer 
without  commeer';^: 

"Dear  Miss  Kaufman, 

I  never  dreamed  of  having  such  a 

lovely  time  at  the  library  as  I  had  yes- 
terday.   Now  I  think  it  is  more  fun  to 

find  my  own  books  instead  of  asking  you 

or  the  librarian  that  is  there.  From 

now  on  I  think  I  am  going  to  have  more 


"to  a  smaller  but  equally  interested  audi- 
ence about  his  writing  career  and  his 
forthcoming  books.    Quiz-Down,  in  which 
selected  children  answer  questions  on  books 
they  have  road,  attracted  a  near  capacity 
crowd  of  100,  on  November  l8.    On  Novem- 
ber 19,  Mrs  Ruth  Viguers  told  three  entranc 
ing  stories  to  an  audience  of  over  one  hun- 
dred children,    Mrs  Freer,  Children's  Li- 
brarian, reviewed  the  representative  books 
of  1952 ,  on  November  20,  and  the  sixty 
children  who  attended  this  "Parade  of  Books 
program  played  the  game  of  "Magic  Letters" 
which  entitled  thom  to  borrow  or  reserve 
one  of  these  titles.    A  surprise  treat  on 
the  program  were  brief  talks  on  "My  Hobby" 
by  three  children  who  had  crafts  on  exhibi- 
tion,   Elizabeth  Yates,  author  of  Once  in 
the  Year,  Haven  for  the  Brave  and  many 


other  popular  books  both  for  adults  and 
children,  told  a  capacity  audience  the 
story  behind  the  story  of  her  19^1  Newbury 
Award  book  Amos  Fortune,  Free  te.n» 

The  library  v/as  gay  with  orange  streamers 
on  which  were  hung  jackets  of  the  19^2 
books.    The  wall  decorations  of  aqua  and 
sand  colored  paper  featured  the  word  "Book" 
in  various  languages  of  the  world.  The 
table  display  of  books,  and  the  display  of 
children's  writings  on  the  Book  Week  Theme 
were  very  popular. 

Children  were  pleased  to  be  our  "guests 
of  honor"  on  their  Grade  Days,    The  first 
fifty  who  borrowed  books  wore  Book  Week 
souvenir  booklets  as  positive  proof  to  the 
community  that  "Reading  is  Fun", 

The  Book  Week  Committee  of  boys  and  girls 
Grades  5-8,  were  to  a  great  extent  respon- 
.sible  for  the  success  of  this  year's  cele- 


fun  finding  the  books  than  reading  themi'«,rationo    These  children  decorated  the  li- 

ibrary,  arranged  the  Hobby  Exhibit  and  die- 
Iplays  of  books  and  compositions,  organized 


Mt  Pleasant 


Boys  and  girls  of  all  ages  crowded  into   jseating,  distributed  souvenirs,  acted  as 
the  branch  library  to  attend  programs  eveiyUublicity  agents,  hosts  to  guests,  intro- 
day  during  Book  Week,  November  16-22,    The  Iduced  and  thanked  speakers,  participated  in 
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discussion  with  speakers  during  the  pro- 
gram, and  restored  normal  library  atmos- 
phere when  all  activities  were  over. 


featured  the  best  and  newest  items  in  the 
field  of  Judaica  books,  pamphlets  and 
periodicals.    Although  the  greatest  part 
was  in  English,  there  was  also  for  the 
first  tine  a  group  of  books  and  periodicals 
in  Hebrew^  which  wore  printed  in  Israel. 
This  Hebrew  material  consisted  of  the  lit- 
erary fruits  of  important  contemporary 
Israeli  writers,  of  well-knawn  lltorary 
Peck, Chief  of  Bock  Selection  for  Home  Rcad-v:orks,  originally  written  in  English, 


Neponset 

The  Library  celebrated  its  fifth  birth- 
day (at  its  present  location)  Monday  even- 
ing December  1,  1952  with  an  Open  House 
for  Adults  o    The  fruest  speaker  Edna  G« 


ing  Services,  iTas  introduced  by  Madalene  D, 
Holt,  Branch  Librarian,  and  entertained  th- 
group  with  a  talk  on  recent  books =  The 
group  then  mot  lass  Peck  to  thank  her  and 
ask  for  more  information,    A  special  guest 
Miss  Ellen  Petersen,  Branch  Librarian  at 
the  North  End  Branch  Library,  was  in 
charge  at  the  Neponset  Branch  Library  when 
it  opened  at  this  location  in  19i4.7c  Mem- 
bers of  the  staff  served  refreshments o 
The  table  "was  very  attractive  with  its 
centerpiece  of  white  chrysanthemums  and 
the  birthday  cakes  vrith  its  five  lighted 
candles.    Miss  Holt  received  many  expres- 
sions of  thanks  as  the  guests  departed^ 

A  display  of  dolls  (mostly  foreign)  dur- 
ing the  last  month  has  caused  much  comment. 
They  were  loaned  by  Kathcrine  K.  Kelly, 
Mildred  Presente,  and  Madalcne  D,  Holt  of 
the  Branch  staff  and  Janice  Walsh  and  Anne 
Lyman,  two  young  patrons  of  the  libraryo 


Roslindale 

On  November  6th,  the  staff  attended  the 
Silver  Wedding  Anniversary  party  of  their 
fellow  staff  member,  Mrs  Ruth  Wall. 
Chatting,  dancing,  and  refreshments  com- 
bined to  make  a  most  enjoyable  celebration. 
Tecorations  were  carried  out  in  silver  and 
white,  and  added  to  these  was  the  surprise 

resentation  to  Ruth  by  her  husband  of  a 
lovely  bouquet  of  chrysanthemums  bearing 
a  shower  of  silver  dollars.    Among  the 
many  gifts  received  by  the  Walls  was  a  set 

f  silver  given  by  the  Roslindale  Staff. 

est  End 


Jewish  Book  Month  t3s  celebrated  this 
ear  from  November  7  through  December  ?• 
a  in  former  years,  the  Branch  Library 
ook  an  active  part  in  its  observance  and 
eld  various  exhibits  and  lectures  to 
onor  its  phenomenal  growth  since  its 
irth  a  little  over  a  quarter  of  a  century 

The  exhibits  this  year  marked  a  high 
oint  both  in  their  unus\ial  content  and  in 
he  amount  of  interest  they  aroused.  One 


Scandinavian,  French  and  German  in  Hebrew 
translations  j 

The  second  exhibit  was  one  devoted  to  a 
collection  of  book  plates  of  Jewish  inter- 
est.   The  term  "Jewish  interest"  includes 
book  plates  which  featured  Jewish  symbols 
of  writing  in  their  design  and  those  owned 
by  Jewish  individuals,  temples,  hospitals 
and  schools.    The  exhibit  was  loaned 
through  the  courtesy  of  Rabbi  Philip  Good- 
man, Executive  Secretary  of  the  Jewish  Book 
Council  of  America,  the  owner  of  the  larg- 
est collection  of  Judaica  book  plates  in 
this  countryo    His  collection  was  supple- 
mented by  mny  book  plates  of  local  inter- 
est. 

The  lecture  platform  of  this  year's  ob- 
servance was  opened  on  November  l6  at  the 
Branch  Library  with  a  talk  by  Mrs  Sydney 
Taylor,  author  of  the  prize  winning  juve- 
nile, ALL-OF -A -KIND-FAMILY.    She  told  her 
spellbound  audience  of  children  and  adults 
how  she  came  to  write  the  book.  She 
demonstrated  in  her  inimitable  way  with 
children  by  playing  participation  games 
with  thom.    Completing  a  perfect  afternoon 
was  the  serving  of  delectable  refreshment, 
consisting  of  punch,  cookies  and  candy. 

On  '"fednesday  evening,  November  19,  Rabbi 
Ely  E,  Pilch ik  of  Temple  B'nai  Jeshurun  in 
Newark,  New  Jersey,  and  author  of  the  well- 
rcceivei  study  of  the  great  Jewish  sage 
HIILEL,  spoke  on  "The  More  Righteousness, 
the  More  Peace" ,  the  basic  theme  of 
Hillel's  teachings. 

The  branch  library,  long  famous  for  its 
collection  of  Judaica,  had  many  visitors 
during  this  period,  both  individuals  and 
groups.    To  mention  just  two,  on  November 
Ii,  l6  teen-age  girls  from  the  Y.M.H.A. 
oxbury  group,  came  with  their  leader  to 
view  the  exhibits,  to  see  the  Judaica  Col- 
lection, and  to  learn  at  first  hand  how 
this  particular  phase  of  the  work  of  the 
Dranch  is  carried  one    On  November  26, 
, mother  group  of  girls  from  the  Temple 
Kehillath  Israel  Confirmation  Class  came 
7ith  their  instructor  to  view  the  collec- 
tion and  exhibits. 


1 


I 


I- 


Oai  December  7,  a  program  of  the  Jewish 
Book  Month  observance  vras  held  at  the 
Hotel  Beaconsf ield  with  Fanny  Goldstein  as 
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To  the  Soap  Box: 


hostess.    Dr  Sol  Liptzin,  author  and  Chair-^the  Executive  Board  for  filling  a  vacancy 


man,  Department  of  Germanic  and  Slavic 
literature  at  the  City  College  of  New  York 
spoke  to  a  capacity  audience*  His  topic 
was  "The  Legend  of  the  Jew  in  English  Lit- 
erature" o 

On  December  9,  the  Poetry  group  held  its 
regular  meeting,  with  Florence  Doe  as 
leader  and  the  works  of  Sir  Edwin  Arnold 
were  the  topics. 

■X- 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  Helen  EJ 
Colgan  is  recovering  at  home  at  l4.73a  Dud- 
ley Street,  Roxbury  19. 

A  carry-over  of  Children's  Book  Week 
Activities  were  the  visits  of  thirteen 
classes  of  children  from  public  and  paro- 
chial schools  -  the  Faneuil,  the  Winchell, 
and  St.  Joseph's.    Some  50C  children  in 
these  classes  were  officially  piloted 
through  the  building,  told  of  its  historic 
background  and  place  in  this  community, 
and  indoctrinated  in  the  knowledge  of  how 
to  use  the  library  to  best  advantage. 

An  exhibit  of  art  contributed  by  the 
pupils  of  the  Blackstone  school  was  held 
during  November  and  attracted  a  great  deal 
of  attention. 


SOAP  BOX 


Any  contribution  to  the  Soap  Box  must  be 
accompanied  by  the  full  name  of  the  Asso- 
ciation member  submitting  it,  together 
with  the  name  of  the  Branch  Library,  De- 
partment, or  Office  in  which  he  or  she  is 
employed.    The  name  is  withheld  from  pub- 
lication, or  a  pen  name  used,  if  the  con- 
tributor so  requests.    Anonymous  contribu- 
tions are  not  given  consideration.  The 
author  of  the  article  is  known  only  to  the 
contributor  and  to  the  Editor-in-Chief. 
The  contents  of  articles  appearing  in  the 
Soap  Box  are  personal  opinions  expressed 
by  individual  Association  members  and 
their  appearance  does  not  necessarily  indi- 
cate that  the  Publications  Committee  and 
the  Association  are  in  agreement  with  the 
views  expressed. 


I  was  quick  to  criticize 


on  the  Board  caused  by  the  resignation  of 
a  person  from  Branch  Libraries  with  a  per- 
son from  Central  Library.    The  person  from 
Central  Library  has  resigned  from  the 
Board  and  is  on  leave  of  absence.    She  has 
been  replaced  with  a  preson  from  Branch  Li- 
braries.   I  am  just  as  quick  now  to  congrat- 
ulate the  Board  on  its  more  recent  action. 

S.M.  Usher 


To  the  Editor; 

I  apologize  to  the  lady  whose  depart- 
ment is  on  the  outer  fringes  of  the  Library 
for  leaving  them  out  in  the  rhymed  op)en 
departments.    She  responded  very  quickly  in 
unflattering  alarm  "Please  leave  us  out". 
I  am  sensitive,  so  I  almost  abandoned  the 
whole  project,  but  it's  not  easy  to  stop 
an    aroused  muse*    The  alerted  tetrameters 
just  kept  coming.    But  this  is  all  there 
is  -  at  least  for  19^2, 


Harry  Andrews 
17  o 

These  are  for  the  public  gaze. 

Underneath  is  wider  maze; 
Complicated  webs  embrace 

Areas  of  vaster  space  j 
Endless  corridors  of  books. 

Bureaucrats  in  choicest  nooks; 
Offices  on  every  floor. 

Where  books  were  kept  before. 

18. 

See  behind  the  ISSUE  wall 

Closed  departments  big  and  small; 
Busy  nests  of  work  no  end, 

But  the  help  can  here  unbend; 
And  they  never  coroe  to  grief 

If  they  take  a  long  relief; 
Saturdays  and  evenings  free. 

Nine  to  five  aristocracyo 

19- 

Stack  the  First  let  first  appear. 
Books  on  all  religions  here; 

Books  on  libraries,  and  plays. 
Books  on  Boston's  early  days; 

Smoking  Room  for  relaxation. 

Men  discuss  the  state  and  nation, 


■I 


J.   J.^  MJ 
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Character  of  new  trustee, 
Doings  in  the  Library. 

20. 

Down  the  corridor  we  view, 

Shipping  Room  and  Stock  Room  tooj 
Trucks  with  books  arrive  and  go. 

Bundles  flying  to  and  fro; 
Stock  Room  says  don't  get  incensed, 

Supplies  are  cheerfully  dispensed, 
If,  of  course,  you're  in  position 

To  produce  a  requisition. 

21. 

Stack  the  Second,  just  above. 

Stack  we  cannot  help  but  love; 
New  concession,  spick  and  span. 

Caters  to  the  inner  man; 
Refuge  from  a  boring  station. 

Overwork,  or  irritation; 
Have  with  members  of  your  set 

Coffee,  gossip,  cigarette. 

22. 

Then  the  well-appointed  place. 

Haven  for  the  female  race; 
Sad  emeriti  who  dwindle 

Here  memories  rekindle. 
When  they  stage  a  comeback  meet 

New  emeritus  to  greet. 
I  will  have  them  wear  trusses 

If  the  plural's  emeritusses. 

23. 

Here  also  you  will  see 

Staff  has  special  library: 
Books  on  things  professional, 

Amusing,  educational; 
Classics,  and  the  latest  rage. 

All  you  do  is  v;ait  an  age, 
Hospital  -with  expert  care , 

Illness  is  a  pleasure  there. 

2U. 

Just  across  is  PERSONNEL 

All  your  secrets  they  know  well; 
Are  you  prompt,  or  are  you  tardy. 

Are  you  sickly,  are  you  hardy; 
Are  you  here,  or  on  vacation. 

Do  you  travel  for  education; 
What's  your  general  attitude. 

What's  your  special  aptitude. 

25. 

Are  you  single,  are  you  married, 
Are  you  calm,  or  are  you  harried; 

Are  you  loyal,  or  subversive. 
Taciturn,  or  discursive; 


"What's  your  title,  what's  your  rank, 
VJhat's  your  balance  at  the  bank; 

How  did  we  do  so  well 

Before  the  AGE  of  PERSONNEL? 

26. 

Then  BI,  oh  lamentation. 

Shadow  of  its  former  station; 
Lofty  once,  of  vast  dimension. 

Cut  in  half  by  new  suspension; 
Glary  lights,  and  paint  like  ointment. 

And  "incredible  appointment"; 
Fruitful  once  in  every  line. 

Now  rotting  on  the  vine. 

27. 

Sharing  space  in  this  location. 

Streamlined  BOOK  PREPARATION; 
Busy  fingers  here  ply. 

Fixing  books  to  catch  the  eye; 
Older  books  are  made  like  new. 

Miracles  of  skill  and  glue; 
Plastic  covers  on  each  book 

Give  them  all  the  newest  look. 

28, 

Stack  the  Third  you  next  will  hit. 

Mostly  books  on  Lang  and  Lit; 
Mathematics,  education. 

Medicine,  and  navigation; 
Shelves  denuded  more  and  more, 

Office  beachheads  gain  the  shore; 
Dispossessed,  the  volumes  flee. 

Deportees  at  N.E.D, 

29. 

Inner  lairs,  back  of  wall 

Ancient  catacombs  recall; 
BUSINESS  OFFICE,  brisk,  efficient. 

For  all  contingencies  sufficient; 
Audits  in  condition  prime. 

Our  checks  a  rrive  on  time ; 
PURCHASING  DEPARTI/IENT  nigh. 

Books  are  piled  mountain  high* 

30. 

Stack  the  FOURTH  you  next  will  find. 

Catalogs  of  every  kind; 
BPL  professional. 

Branches  and  congressional; 
Catalog  Departments  see, 

One  for  Dewey,  one  L.C.; 
BOOK  SELSGTION  office  here 

Sifts  a  million  books  a  year. 

31. 

Books  in  annex  of  all  sorts. 
Travel,  history,  and  sports; 

Annals  of  the  English  downs. 
Stories  of  New  England  towns; 


i 

1 

i. 
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Documents,  historic  places, 

Anthropology  of  races j 
British  life  baronial, 

American  colonial, 

32. 

Up  the  stairs  you  arrive 

At  the  books  of  annex  fivej 
Literature,  biography, 

Law  and  Hagiography; 
Social  customs  and  conditions, 

Shakespeare  in  diverse  editions; 
History  of  early  date. 

Church  relations  with  the  state. 

33o 

Stack  the  fifth  you  now  pass. 

Office  for  the  higher  brass j 
Here  they  tell  you  you  are  billed 

For  a  job  already  filled j 
You  are  one  of  topmost  three, 

But  you  wind  up  on  the  tree; 
They  pretend  to  really  pool  us, 

Do  they  really  think  they  fool  us? 

3h. 

Stack  the  Sixth,  v(e  don't  regret 

Has  no  offices  as  yetj 
Books  on  grave  theology, 

Psychology,  philology; 
Books  on  all  the  oddest  creeds. 

Books  in  tongues  of  lesser  breeds; 
Indicator  in  one  nook 

Keeps  the  tabs  on  every  book. 

35, 

Well,  there  isn't  any  more. 

Inner  and  the  outer  core; 
Splendid  edifice  to  sight. 

Inner  workings  seem  all  right ; 
''.Tie re  then  the  current  lag, 

Why  does  ill  morale  so  sag? 
Needless  all  astonishment, 

It's  the  human  element. 

36. 

Here  I  could  attention  held 

With  a  tale  I  could  unfold; 
List  a  hundred  motes  and  beams. 

Cracks  and  fissures  in  the  seams; 
Ridicule  with  scornful  ease 

Appointers  and  the  appointees ; 
Trumpet  loud  on  published  page. 

All  we  hear  in  v^iispercd  rage  > 

37. 

Bijt  it's  time  that  I  remember 
This  is  written  in  December; 

Season  ^when  we  owe  goodvri-ll 
Even  them  who  use  us  ill; 


So  the  best  of  Christmas  cheer 

To  BPL'rs  far  and  near; 
Them  in  high  and  low  station, 

Even  the  administration. 

H.A, 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Soap-Box: 

It  seems  to  me  that  in  the  past  sever- 
al weeks  the  Library  has  lost  two  excellent 
opportunities  for  furthering  public  rela- 
tions.   The  first  of  these,  which  can  still, 
and  very  simply,  be  remedied,  is  the  lack 
of  any  indication  at  the  site  of  the  new 
Egleston  Square  Branch  Library  as  to  the 
purpose  for  which  the  building  is  being 
built.    The  construction  company  which  is 
working  on  the  building  out  up  a  sign  ad- 
vertising themselves  almost  as  soon  as 
ground  was  broken;  -  could  not  the  Library 
have  done  the  same?    The  street  at  that 
point  is  heavily  travelled,  there  is  a 
street-car  line  going  by,  people  are  always 
curious  about  new  structures,  surely  the 
residents  of  the  community  would  be  pleased 
to  know  of  the  new  Branch  -  viiy  the  retif 
cence? 

The  second,  and  more  serious  blunder  has 
been  the  lack  of  action  during    the  recent 
drivers'  strike  (still  in  progress  at  this 
writing) .    One  would  have  thought  that  the 
Library  would  have  made  every  effort  to  in- 
form the  public  that  temporarily  they  could 
not  return  books  to  branches  from  which 
they  had  not  been  borrowed,  and  especially 
to  inform  them  that  the  bookmobiles  would 
not  be  in  operation.    Nev/spaper  items, 
public  service  radio  announcements,  bulle- 
tins sent  to  all  public  and  parochial 
schools  -  these  could,  and  should,  have 
been  done  iranediately.    It  most  certainly 
does  not  generate  good-will  when  a  patron 
who  has  been  in  the  habit  of  borrovtring 
books  f romseveral  branches  suddenly  finds 
that  his  books  are  not  acceptable  for  re- 
turn at  the  particular  branch  he  chooses 
to  visit.    It  does  not  generate  good-will 
when  members  of  the  public  wait  as  much  as 
an  hour  for  a  Bookmobile  which  does  not  ap- 
pear, and  of  whose  non-appearance  no  word 
has  been  sent.      Could  not  signs  have  been 
posted  at  Bookmobile  stops?    And  vchen  one 
considers  that  many  people  repeated  their 
wait  for  a  second  week,  because  they  still 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  strike,  the  Li- 
brary's inaction  becomes  all  the  more  in- 
explicable • 
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I  cannot  understand  vAiy,  in  a  situation 
such  as  this^  which  has  inconvenienced  and 
irritated  so  much  of  our  public,  the  Li- 
brary has  done  almost  nothing  to  notify 
its  patrons  of  existing  conditions.  The 
results  of  such  apparent  apathy  on  the 
part  of  the  Library  towards  its  public, 
id-ll  unfortunately  add  to  the  noticeable 
apathy  the  citizens  of  Boston  already 
feel  towards  the  Library, 


8  December  19^2 


A. P.  Freeman 
Mattapan  Branch 


ADDITIONAL  PRESIDENT'S  NOTES 

At  the  fall  business  meeting  we  had  an 
interesting  innovation*    Mary  Ann  Gelsoraiiri. 
of  the  Reference  Gat,  and  Class o  was  there 
with  her  stenotype  machine  and  provided  us 
with  an  excellent  report  of  what  trans-  | 
pired.    It  is  recommended  that  future  of-  [ 
ficers  consider  some  sort  of  stenographic  j 
coverage  to  preclude  any  arguments.  j 

GaL.B.  I 

I 

WAITING  FOR  OWNER  j 

One  pair  gold  dangle  earrings  found  in  j 
Ladies'  Powder  Room,  November  10,  1952.  j 
Will  owner  please  contact  Personnel  ■  j 
Office? 


IN  MEMORIAM 

MRS  MARGARET  MURPHY  BOWDRING 

The  following  poem  was  written  by  Mrs 
Aura  G,  Watson,  Charlestown  Branch,  in  mem- 
ory of  Mrs  Robert  Bowdring,  the  former 
Margaret  Murphy  of  Charlestown,  and  Charles- 
town  Branch,  who  died  by  accident  Decem- 
ber 10,  when  a  gas  heater  went  out  during 
the  night c    Her  husband  is  still  in  criti- 
cal condition  in  Savannah^  Georgia, where 
they  made  their  hom^.    They  were  married 
August  the  second,  1952. 

Why  should  we  weep  for  you  who  knew  no 
pain. 

For  you  who  blossom  now  where  all  the  faded 

years  have  gone. 
And  all  the  tides  that  ebb. 
The  moons  that  wane, 
V/here  beauty  knows  no  blight, 
Y/here  all  your  gracious  goodness  is  the 
light 

That  measures  our  eternity? 

As  each  day  leaves  no  sign  of  where  you  are. 
We  pause  to  scan  the  skiea  for  virgin  stars, 
And  we  who  here  remain,  unknowing,  duinb. 
For  us  your  passing  is  the  end  of  much  that 

lives  with  life. 
Though  you  have  gone. 
We  must  the  empty  flagon  face. 
The  vacant  footmark  of  your  step  replace, 
The  memory  of  your  violet  eyes  erase. 

But  you  —  you  breathe  with  all  the  still, 

sweet  falling  of  the  rain. 
You  go  where  all  the  birds  have  flown, 
Where  every  fallen  leaf  has  blown. 
Where  each  fresh  flower  unfolds,  - 
Yet  we  remain  to  live, 

[Then,  why  should  we  grieve? 

I  Why  should  we  weep  for  you  who  knovf  no 

i  pain. 

For  you  who  know  no  death e 


EOSTCN  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FROFESSIONAL  STAFF  ASSOC LAHON 


To  the  Executive  Board: 

Nine  nembera  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Personnel  Morale  were  appointed  "by 
the  Executive  Board  early  in  May  1952,  to  investigate  the  larger  prohlems  of  staff 
morale  and  to  suhmit  a  report  to  the  Executive  Board,  if  possible,  "before  the 
Noven'ber  meeting  of  the  Association.    Five  more  memhers  were  added  at  the  second 
meeting  of  the  Cocmittee  to  give  "better  representation  to  the  Division  of  Reference 
and  Research  Services,  and  to  the  Suh-Professional  staff.    lYrs  Geraldine  Altman  and 
Dorothy  Sh^iw  were  elected  co-chairmen,  and  Emilia  Lange,  secretary. 

Although  the  Committee  made  a  request  for  unsigned  coiments  on  morale  through 
the  pages  of  the  Question  Mark  in  June  and  July,  and  sent  out  a  general  notice  to 
that  effect  on  June  27th,  there  was  almost  no  response  from  the  members  of  the 
Association.    As  a  result  the  Committee  was  hampered  in  its  investigation  from  the 
start.    However,  the  Committee  felt  that  there  was  a  rather  serious  problem  in 
morale  existing,  and  this  report  is  a  sincere  attempt  to  discover  the  level  of 
morale  in  various  fields  on  rather  slight  "basis.    Problems  were  submitted  by  less 
than  l/l6th  of  the  membership.     The  Committee  also  scanned  back  files  of  the 
Suoation  Vark  for  material  bearing  on  problems  of  morale  and  from  this,  prepared 
an  outline  for  further  study,  sub-dividing  into  three  groups:    1.  Financial  ; 
problems  under  Mrs  Eorrick  and  Mr  Weinberg,  2.  Promotional  system  under  Miss  Shaw, 
and  3.    Administration-Staff  relations  under  Mrs  Altman. 

The  Committee  subscribes  whole-heartedly  to  the  views  of  Ralph  Shaw,  expressed 
in  a  talk  on  creating  Job  enthusiasm  and  Job  morale,  in  which  he  stated  that  high 
morale  depends  on  two  points: 

1.  Good  living  wage  consistent  with  the  type  of  work  performed. 

2.  Psychic  v.-ago,  consisting  of  enjoyment  of  work,  satisfaction  In  a 
Job  well  done,  praise,  loyalty,  and  team-work. 

While  fully  cognizant  of  the  Increases  in  salary  which  have  been  put  into 
effect  at  various  times  since  1958,  the  Committee  finds  that  our  present  wage  scale 
is  lowjr  than  that  in  effect  in  other  large  libraries  such  as:    Chicago,  Cleveland, 
Detroit,  Enoch  Pratt  and  Los  Angeles.     The  Committee  fools  that  staff  morale  would 
be  improved  by  the  Library's  adopting  the  suggestion  of  the  Examining  Committee  in 
its  report  for  I95C-I95I,  page  10:     "It  is  suggested  that  the  general  wage  scale  be 
reviewed  at  least  annually  to  avoid  inter-library  inequities  and  to  keep  pace  with 
current  and  future  economic  conditions". 

In  addition  to  a  general  wage  increase,  and  to  supplement  the  present  schedule 
of  remuneration  based  on  examinations,  we  recommend  a  mlnlmjLmi- maximum  wage  differ- 
ential for  all  classifications  of  the  bibliothecal  staff  wherever  none  at  present 
exists.    Vi/g  propose  that  such  maximums  be  reached  by  automatic  annual  increments. 

Attention  is  also  called  to  the  reclassification  schedule  for  employees  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  which  excludes  employees  of  the  Library,  Police,  Finance  Com- 
mission, School,  School  Buildings,  and  the  uniformed  force  of  the  Fire  Department 
from  its  provisions.     The  Committee  urges  that  the  Administration  make  a  study 
of  the  aforementioned  reclassification  system  with  a  view  toward  providing  the 
same  advantages  for  the  Library  Department  as  appear  to  have  been  gained  "by  other 
city  departments. 

Iho  Promotional  System  directly  affects  both  the  living  wage  and  the  psychic 
rc^o,  cs  stagnation  in  one  pay  scole  for  too  long  a  period  of  time,  holds  down  the 
actual  living  wr.ge,  directly  affocta  the  futiaro  of  the  employee  through  a  smaller 
pension,,  and  dotracta  from  enjoyment  of  work  and  satisfaction  in  work  well  done. 
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Tho  Committeo  'believes  that: 

1.  The  proaont  Point  System  is  unjust  in  thot,  while  the  years  of  experience 
are  given  credit,  the  quality  of  work  done  during  those  years  is  not. 
Points  acquired  for  education  and  experience  alone,  do  not  necessarily 
provide  the  "best  candidate  for  the  Joh,  unless  some  provision  is  made  for 
assessing  the  inta^igihles,  and  for  requiring  on  the  part  of  successful 
candidates,  demonstration  of  the  ahility  to  work  with  and  through  people, 
as  proven  "by  the  recommendations  of  immediate  superiors, 

2.  The  Examination  System  tends  to  promote  assistants  at  a  far  slower  rate  in 
the  Division  of  Reference  and  Research  Services  than  in  the  other  divisions 
of  the  service,  "by  requiring  specialized  examinations  through  Steps  III-V, 
in  a  majority  of  the  departments  within  the  Tivision,  as  contrasted  to  the 
almost  division-wide  examinations  and  opportunities  for  promotion  of  the 
other  divisions.     The  Committee  recommends  that  a  new  study  of  the  examina- 
tion system  "be  cade  "by  the  Administration  with  a  view  to  possible  genera  1- 
IziBg  of  fields  of  specialized  knowledge  to  Include  larger  groupings  of 
departments  under  one  set  of  examinations.    Or,  alternately,  to  consider 
more  titular  positions  within  these  specialized  departments,  or  some  other 
monetary  award  to  those  qualifying  for  Steps  III-V,  in  order  that  the  em- 
ployee with  specialized  knowledge  will  not  he  penalized  for  it.  Increased 
opportunity  for  transfer  within  that  Division  should  Improve  quality  of 
division  work  as  well  as  the  morale. 

3.  The  long  time  lapse  "between  announcement  of  a  vacancy  and  the  filling 
thereof,  lowers  the  morale  of  the  individuals  waiting  for  appointment  and 
of  the  entire  unit  concerned.    Since  the  date  at  which  a  vacancy  will  occur 
can  usually  he  anticipated,  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  long  delays.  It 
is  most  unjust  to  allow  an  Individual  to  remain  indefinitely  in  charge  of 

a  unit,  only  to  appoint  some  other  individual  to  the  position  eventually. 

Ohvlously,  tools  and  working  conditions  have  a  direct  hearing  upon  staff  morale. 
Improvements  are  recommended  in  the  following  phases: 

1.  Inconsistent  hook  "budgets,  with  long  delays  in  apportionment,  impair  ser- 
vice to  the  public  and  bring  dissatisfaction  to  the  staff.    Funds  available 
and  evenly  distributed  throughout  the  year  would  prevent  frustration  as 
well  as  relieve  the  strain  of  frantic  spending  toward  the  end  of  the  year. 

2.  Inadequate  lighting,  poor  ventilation,  and  antiquated  equipment  constitute 
a  real  handicap  in  many  departments  and  branches. 

"Staff  morale  ...  is  a  two-way  affair,  based  on  mutual  respect  and  a  desire  to 
contribute  constructively."    SCR T  November  1952,  page  k.    The  Committee  believes 
that  more  importance  given  to  the  individ\;ial  human  relations  angle,  as  stressed  by 
all  writers  on  industrial  relations,  would  nourish  team  spirit,  develop  loyalty  and 
destroy  apathy. 

Listed  below  are  some  of  the  "morale  depressors"  sent  to  the  Committee  by  staff 
members : 

1.  Lack  of  staff  participation  in  planning. 

2.  Notices  of  decisions  made  by  the  Director  and  Ti-uatees,  directly  affecting 
the  staff,  without  any  attempt  to  prepare  the  staff  in  advance  for  such 
chariges , 

3.  Lack  of  commendation  for  outstanding  work. 

4.  Infrequent,  or  lack  of,  staff  meetings  in  some  departments,  and  failure  to 
present  to  the  staff  general  notices  and  announcements. 
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5.  Arbitrary  work  schedules  req.uiring  an  assistant  to  work  every  Saturday  when 
it  is  possible  to  rotate. 

6.  Difficulty  of  crossing  from  the  Sub-Professional  to  the  Professional  Service 
after  fulfilling  requirements. 

7.  The  "caste"  system  existing  in  certain  units,  preventing  Sub -Professional 
assistants  from  receiving  the  same  consideration  accorded  to  Professional 
assistants . 

8.  Variance  ($300  anniially)  in  the  salaries  of  Sub-Professional  employees. 


The  Committee  respectfully  invites  attention  to  the  following  excerpt  from 
Supervising  Library  Personnel,  by  Adra  M.  Fay,  American  Library  Association,  1950, 
page  15. 

The  administration  can  control  to  a  considerable  degree  such  factors  influenc- 
ing morale  as : 

1.  Initial  impression  upon  the  new  employee. 

2.  Friendly  and  adequate  introduction  to  his  Job. 
5.    Proper  placement  according  to  ability. 

h.    Adequate  training  in  duties. 

5.  Fair  and  consistent  policies,  and  fair  and  impartial  treatment. 

6.  Good  working  conditions. 

7.  Fair  compensation  methods. 

8.  Security  factors:    tenure,  pension,  seniority  and  promotion, 

9.  Fostering  of  team  spirit. 

10.  Supervision  of  a  high  order. 

("It  is  the  supervisor  who  has  the  strongest  influence  upon  attitudes 
developed  in  library  assistants.    His  effectiveness  in  the  long  run 
depends  upon  his  understanding  of  and  ability  to  deal  with  problems 
of  human  relations.  [By  supervisor  is  meant  all  who  are  in  formal 
control  over  others]",  page  7) 

11.  Informing  employees  as  to  library  plans  and  allowing  them  participation 
in  the  formation  of  certain  policies. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

SPECIAL  CONMITTEE  ON  PERSONNEL  MORALE 

Mrs  Geraldine  Altman,  Co-chairman 

Dorothy  P.  Shaw,  Co-chairman 

Mrs  Geraldine  T.  Beck 

Walter  R.  Cur  ley 

Mary  T.  Crowe 

^hry  L.  Gilman 

Eleanor  F.  Halligan 

1^3  Geraldine  S.  Herrick 

Emilia  M.  Lange 

lAcB  Veronica  M.  Lehane 

Sheila  W.  Pierce 

Paul  W.  Smith 

Sidney  Weinberg 

Gladys  R.  White 
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Business  meeting,  November  28,  announcement  of  and  agenda 

(President's  Notes...  c   VIIsll:13r2 

stenotype  notes-...,.*   VIl!l2;l8:l 

Censorship,  report  to  the  staff,,  c ............  o VII:11:1 

Constitution  change,  legality  questioned  (President's  Notes)..  VII:12:7:2 
Constitution,  interpretation  of  Article  II  (b)  proposed  (Soap 

Box).,,  ,  ,   VII:11:20:1 

Dissension  within  membership,  effects  on  pursuit  of  legitimate 

goals  (Soap  Box)^   VII:7:l5:l 

Elie,  Rudolph,  speaker.  <  ,   VII:10:20 

Executive  boards  fill_ng  vacancy  on  (Soap  Box)i. c«  -..2  VII:8:l6:2 

2  VII:8:17:1 

2  VII:8:17:2 

2  VII:12:l5:2 

February  26  meeting,  announcement  of   VII :1: 2:1 

In-service  training  pioject- — any  plans?  (Soap  Box),  ,  VIl!7:l6:2 

President  and  article  in  BOSTON  GLOBE  (Soap  Box)  c,  =  o  ,1  VII:^?l8:2 

2  VII:5j16:1 

Reception  for  officers,  February  29o    Announcement  of^,   VIIs2s3'2 

Poster  o,.,,   VII  22:23 

Report....    VIl:3:7sl 

SORT,  delegates  to  annual  convention....,   VII:6:i4.:2 

Thanks  from  President  (President's  Notes)  a . . ,   VII:l:lt:l 

Boston  Public  Library  Quarter  Century  Clube 

Luncheon;  November  19.   VII:12s5s2 

Meeting.  January  l6o  ^  c  ,   VII:1:2:1 

Officers,-  .- . . ,  ,   VII ;1 :19 :2 

Boston  Public  Library  Trustees r 

BPLPSA  resolutions  on  Sunday  service  and  inequities  in  pay  of 

full-time  sub-professional  assistants^ o   VII:  8: 11:2 

Censorship,  report  to  the  staff,,  ,  ,   VII:11:3 

Gushing.  Richard  J.,  appointment  of..,..   VII:11:17:2 

Lord,  Robert  H-, ,  resignation  ofc  ...-->  o,   VII:11:17:2 

Salary  payment  by  check  (President's  Notes)....,.,,..   VII:2:6:1 

VII:3:5:1 

Boston  Regional  Group  of  Catalogers  and  Classifiers 

Javelin,  Muriel  Co  (Mrs),  speaker  at  meeting  ,   Vllt^r^rl 

BOSTON  SUNDAY  GLOBE, 

Censorship— U.S.A.  CONFIDENTIAL   VII:3:l8:l 

Connolly,  John  J.,  pictured  with  Steve  Allen....   VII:8:[|.Jl 

Experiment  in  bookbuilding,  by  Elizabeth  B.  BoudreaUr,   VII:8:3:2 

Gift  of  recordings,  to  BPL, ,  ,   VIl:9:ii:2 

BOSTON  SUl^IDAY  HERALD, 

Censor3hip~U,S.A.  CONFIDENTIAL   VII:3:l8:l 

BOSTON  SUNDAY  POST.     Adams  Street  Branch  Library.   VII:6:U:l 

Dixon.  Robert  F  ,  ,   VII:2:l5:l 

Guerrier,  Edith  and  S,EoG..,.,..   VII:2:l5:l 

Lord,  Milton  S  ,   VII:2:l5=l 

Open  Shelf  Department..,  ,   VII:6:U:1 

"Red"  book  off  Hub's  shelves  (Soap  Box)   VII :9s 8: 2 


I 
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BOSTON  TRAVELER.     Camp  Fire  Girls  at  work   VII:U:8:2 

Censorship— U.S.A.  CONFIDENTIAL   VII: 3:18:1 

Goldstein,  Fanny — ^Woman  of  the  week   VII:  8: 3:  2 

Boston  Universityo    Book  fair   VII:5il0'2 

Boudreau,  Elizabeth  Bo 

BPLEEA  fiftieth  anniversary  banquet,  plans   VIIrUsTsl 

Bookbuilders  Club,  speaker  at   VII:llj9:l 

Boy  Scouts  of  America,  awarding  prizes   VII :5s ^:1 

Experiment  in  bookbuilding,  in  BOSTON  SUNDAY  GLOBE   VII:8:3:2 

Lyons,  Mary  E,,  party  in  honor  of...   VII:U:'7j2 

Stamp  show,  awarding  prizes   VII'^S^^Jl 

TV — Cardinal  Spellman  stamp  collection   VII:5!5:2 

Woodbourne  /fomen's  Club,  speaker  at.«..   VII:555j1 

Bouquet,  Marjorie  G,  (Mrs),    Bon  voyage   VII:95  2:2 

Bowdring,  Margaret  Murphy  (Mrs),    In  memoriam,   VII:12:l8:2 

Bowdring,  Robert  J,    Murphy,  Margaret,  wedding  of   VII:8-il;2 

Bowers,  David  A,    MIA  mid-winter  meeting,  institutional  librar- 
ians' group   VII:  3  ••9: 2 

Bowers,  Margaret  R,    Resigned   VII :12c 2: 2 

Bowling  League,    Annual  banquet   VII:5:6;1 

19^2-53  bowling  season,  invitation   VII:9sU:2 

Boyd,  Julian,    ALA  pre-conf erence  highlights,   VII:7:10:i 

Brackett,  Harold  A,    Entered  service   VII:(>:1:2 

Resigned   VII:11:8:1 

Bradley,  Mary  J.    Transferred   VIl!l2:2:2 

Bradstreet,  Harry  S.    Hayes,  Christine,  party  in  honor  of   VII:11:10:1 

Radio—Never  Too  Late  Group   VII:11:9:1 

Bragg,  Nelson,    Goldstein,  Fanny — Liggett 's  radio  program.   VII: 8: 1^:1 

Braille,  Louis.    West  End  Branch  Library  exhibit   VII:l:lUsl 

Branch  Librarians, 

Censorship — report  to  the  staff   VII:  11:6 

Coffee  hour  for  newly-appointed  branch  librarians   VII:U:5'2 

Joint  meeting  with  children's  librarians  ,   VII:3J7:2 

Branch  Libraries.    Saturday  closing  suggested  (Soap  Box)   VII:6:20:1 

Brass,  Samuel  Yale,    Mattapan  Branch  Library,  Baffin  Island 

exhibit   VII:8:ll4:2 

Brickley,  Anne  H,  (Mrs),    Entered  service   VII:2:1:2 

Resigned   VII  :5: 2:1 

Brighton  Branch  Library,    Pre-school  story  hour  ,  VII:5;13:2 

Treasure  hunt   VII:6:lU:l 

Brockunier,  Elisabeth  B. 

Bruhn,  Marilyn,  party  in  honor  of..,.,   VII:11:17:2 

Gifts  to  BPL— Guerrier,  Edith  Fund,  additions  to   VII:ll:l5:l 

Gifts  to  BPL— recordings   VII:ll:lIi:2 

Brotherhood  week,    February  17-2li   VII:2:3:2 

Brown,  Daniel  J.    Deceased   VII:  7:2:1 

Brown,  Hope  Buxton.    BPL,  in  praise  of  (Soap  Box)   VII:8:l5:2 

Entered  service   VII:ltl:2 

Brown,  Marcia,    ALA  conference.  Children's  Library  Association,,.  VII:8:9:1 

Bruhn,  Marilyn,    Party  in  honor  of,   VII:11:17:2 

Resigned   VII:11:8:1 

Bruno,  Prank  P,    BPLEBA  fiftieth  anniversary  banquet,  plans   VllrU:?:! 

Salary  payments- -cash  vs,  check,  result  of  poll,  VII:6:26 

Bryan,  Alice  I.    Recent  material  of  professional  interest   VII:6:5:2 

Buchanan,  Jean  B,    Resigned........   VII:7:2:1 

Buchanan,  Thomas  (Mr  and  Mrs),    Son:    Bradford  Scott   VII:10:3:2 

Buck,  Marjorie  L,    SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  membership  committee....*  VII:10:7:1 

Buckley,  John  F.     Entered  service   VII:6:1:2 
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Burgess,  Thornton  W.    BU  book  fair   VII:5:10;2 

TV— lecture  hall  program   VII:6:h:l 

Burton,  Virginia  Lee,    BU  book  fair   VII;5:10:2 

Butcher,  Elizabeth,    AEA  of  Massachusetts,  organization  meeting,,  VII: 2:10: 2 
Butler,  Margaret  D.  (Mrs), 

Gumett,  Julia  Manning  (Mrs),  surprise  shower  in  honor  of   VII:10:17:1 

Women's  house  committee  ,   VII:U:17 

Women's  house  committee,  co-operation  requested,,,.,   VII: 7:5:2 

Buxton,  Frank  W,    Back  Bay  Association  meeting   VII:10:8:1 

Cabot,  Godfrey  L,    SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  personnel  institute   VII:ii:U'l 

Cabot,  Hugh,    Human  relations  book  fair,  first   VII:10:1:2 

Cadbury,  Henry  J,  (Dtr),    Human  relations  book  fair,  first   VII:10:1!2 

Caldwell,  Alden  F,    Resigned   VII :  10: 3 H 

Callahan,  Gertrude,    MLA  annual  meeting   VII:6:11:2 

Callahan,  Sterling        ALA  conference,  Children's  Library  Asso- 
ciation  VII:8:9S2 

Cameron,  Donald  S,    MLA  annual  meeting   VII:6J9i1 

Campbell,  M,  Therese.    BOSTON  POST,  short  story  in   VII:5:U:2 

THE  QUESTION  MARK,  appreciation  of   VII:ll:l6tl 

Retirement   VII:  2:2:1 

VII:2:2:2 

Campbell,  Mary  J,    Entered  service.   VII:1:1:2 

Resigned   VII:2rl:2 

VII:3«1:2 

Can  librarians  read?    Recent  material  of  professional  interest,,.  VII:5:11:1 

Candy.    Sales  at  discount  discontinued,  correspondence  ..,  VII:2:U:1 

Cannate,  Mrs,    Phillips  Brooks  Branch  Library  Hallowe'en  party.,,  VII:11:19:2 

Cannell,  Ruth  S.    Bon  voyage   VII:1:U:2 

Capers  at  Aglio  Acres   VII:10:9s2 

Capobianco,  Duilla*    Frye,  Harriet,  wedding  of   VII:7i3s2 

Capp,  Al,    BFLEBA  fiftieth  anniversary  banquet,  plans   VII:It:75l 

report   VII:5:20:2 

CARE, 

ALA  CONFERENCE  SIDELIGHTS   VII: 7:11: 2 

Accounts  to  be  kept  separate  from  regular  BFLFSA  funds  (Presi- 

dent's  Notes)  '   VII:11:13»2 

Book  fund  for  children   VII:9:5:1 

Congratulations  on  publicity  (President's  Notes)   VII:Ii:6:2 

VII:5:9:l 

Contribution  boxes   VII:  10:3:2 

New  England  Committee,  letter  from   VII:l:10s2 

SORT,  ALA  conference   VII: 8:10:1 

Thanks  from  BPLPSA  committee   VII:1:11:2 

Cariani,  Vanda  B,  (Mrs),    C^^ist;nas  tea   VII:1:2:2 

Carley,  Helen  M,    Resigned   VII: 7: 2:1 

Carley,  William  (Mr  and  Mrs),    Daughter'    Christine   VII:5:2:2 

Carpenter,  Albert  L,    David,  Orlando  C,  thanks  for  party  and 

gift   VII:3:22:2 

Carpenter,  Albert  L.  (Mr  and  Mrs),    BPLEBA  fiftieth  anniversary 

banquet   VII:5«20'2 

Carr,  Frederick  W.    Boston' s  Library  maintains  service  for  labor 

•anions,  in  CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  MONITOR   VII :5 ••5:2 

Carras,  Thomas  P,    Resigned   VII: 7:2:1 

Carroll,  John  M,  (Mr  and  Mrs),    Son:    Phillip  M   VII:U:2:2 

Carroll,  Thomas  J.    Gifts  to  BFL— Megascope   VII:12:ii:l 

Carswell,  Lloyd  C.    Back  Bay  Association  meeting   VII:10:8J1 

Cartwheels  on  parade.    National  Siawmut  Bank  exhibit   VII:8:Uil 


I 
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Osoy,  Edward  X,    Anthony  Trollope  visits  BPL   VII :1: 10:1 

BFLPSA,  executive  board   VII:l4:l6 

BFLPSA,  reception  for  officers  (Foster)   VII:2:23 

Centennial  committee   VlltU^l? 

Casey,  William  T,    Entered  service   VII:1:1:2 

Casey,  William  T.  (Mr  and  Mrs),    Daughter:    Katherine  Louise,. ...  VIIr6:2:l 

Catholic  book  week.    Children's  day,,   711:3^6:2 

February  17-23   VII:2:352 

CATHOLIC  DIGEST,    The  prince  of  soups  and  potatoes  Julienne,  by 

William  J.  Gurney   711:11:9:1 

Catholic  Guild  for  the  Blind,    Gifts  to  BFL-44egascope. . . . »   VII:12jIi:l 

Catholic  Library  Association,    Fall  meeting  announced   VII:10:6:2 

Twenty-sixth  annual  meetingo   VII: 8:6:1 

Celia,  Christine  J,    Entered  service,.   VII:7:ls2 

Transferred   VII :  10 : 3 : 1 

Censorship, 

Andrews,  Harry,  letter  by  (Soap  Box)  ,  VII:  10: 1^:1 

Oilman,  Mary  Louise,  letter  by  (Soap  Box)   VII510:1Uj2 

Manthorne,  M.  Jane. 

Letter  by  (Soap  Box;   VII: 9:9^1 

Letter  by— congratula tions  on  (Soap  Box)   VII:10:l6:l 

Letter  by— opposition  to  (Soap  Box)   VII:  10:16:2 

Report  to  the  staff   VII:  11:1 

Root,  V/inifred  F.,  letter  by  (Soap  Box)   VII:10:13:1 

U.S.A.  CONTIDEIITIAL   VII:3Jl8:l 

Charging  system* 

Books  due  on  Wednesday — a  poem  (Soap  Box)   VII:1:1^:2 

Lament  for  a  charging  plate— a  poem  (Soap  Box)  ,   VII: 7:1^:2 

Twenty-one  days  is  a  mighty  long  time — a  poem  (Soap  Box)   VII: 2: 21: 2 

Washington  Village  Branch  Library  reartion   VII :1: 13^1 

Charles,  Dorothy©    ALA  pre-conf erence   VIIJ^^:8:1 

Charles,  Helen  F,    Visitors..,   VII:7:U-2 

Charles-Roux,  Frantjois,    French  prints,  contemporary,  exchange 

exhibition  openings   VII:10:6:1 

Chavchavadze,  Paul.    MLA  meeting  ,  VII:^-:T0:2 

Children's  librarians.    Joint  meeting  with  branch  librarians   VII:3J7:2 

Tyler  Street  Reading  Room,  meeting  at,,..  VII:6:5»1 

Children's  Library  Association,    ALA  conference   VII:8:9*1 

Chisholm,  Alice  (Mrs)o    Sliney,  Edith  M^,  shower  in  honor  of,..,.  VII:5:2:2 

CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  MONITORo    BPL,  behind  the  scenes   VII:2:15J1 

Book  Selection  Department,  work  of...  VII:555:2 
Boston's  Library  maintains  sprvice 

for  labor  unions....   VII:^t5!2 

Camp  Fire  Girls  at  work   VII: U'^^ 2 

Presidency  exhibit. ., ,   VII:9Jiisl 

SEG  reunion   VII:l:3*-2 

Saudi  j^rabia  exhibit   VII:9:Uj1 

Christmas  coffee  hour.    Men's  quarters  (Soap  Box)   VII:l:l5:l 

Christmas  tea.    Annual  ,   VII:1:2:2 

Christopher,  Irene,    SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  secretary....   VII:10:6:2 

Civil  Defense o 

Air  raid  test  announced   VII: 2: 22:2 

Alert  America  Vfeek  display   VII:2:12:2 

First  Aid,  instructors'  course,  graduation  exercises...   VII:3»l6:2 

First  Aid,  second  and  third  classes  begun  o   VII{U:3:1 

First  Aid,  second  and  third  classes,  graduation  exercises   VII:5s20:l 

Lady  Reading,  talk  by   VII :U: 3^1 

Medical  and  Health  Division,  all-day  session   VII:10:12:2 
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Civil  Defense  (Continued), 

Official  daylight  air  raid  test,  first  o  VII:3s17j1 

Official  daylight  air  raid  test,  second   VII :5s  20: 2 

Two  schools   711:8:5:2 

Clancy,  Doris.    SLA.,  Boston  Chapter,  vice  president  •   VII:10j6:2 

Clapp,  Verner  W.    ALA  pre-conf erence  .*.   VII:8:7:2 

Coatsworth,  Elizabeth.    BU  book  fair   VII:5:10:2 

Code,  Joseph  B,  (Rev.)    CLA  conference   VII:8:6:1 

Coffee  Shop.    Christmas  greetings   VII:l:l4:2 

Clearing  of  tables  (Soap  Box)   VII:2»22:i 

Suggestion  box  (Soap  Box)   VII:2:22s2 

Cohan,  Benjamin  A,  (Dr)©    SLA  convention  oo.«.  »  VII:6:9*1 

Cohen,  3dna  Lieberman  (Mrs).    Golden,  Mary,  party  in  honor  of.,.,  VII :11s 11: 2 

Colby,  Charles  C.    SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  treasurer,,,   VII:10:6j2 

Cole,  F,  Laurelle  (Mrs).    Phillips  Brooks  Branch  Library,  parties 

for  pre-school  children...  ....co....   VII:5s5«2 

Coleman,  Anne,    Welcomed  at  Jeffries  Point  Branch  Library,.   VII:U:5:2 

Coleman,  Beatrice.    Welcomed  back   VII: 3^18:1 

Colgan,  Helen  E. 

BPLEBA  fiftieth  anniversary  banquet,  plans   VII:Us7sl 

report   VII:5:20:2 

Membership  and  hospitality  committee  ,  VII:U:l6 

Nurses,  book  talks  for   VII:2:l8:2 

Recovery  reported,   VII:12:l5sl 

Season's  greetings  to  those  on  the  sick  list   VII:12:2:2 

COLLEGE  AND  RESEARCH  LIBRARIES,    Recent  material  of  professional 

interest   VII  11:1 

Collins,  Katherine  J.    Masterson,  Francis  B,  (Hr  and  Mrs),  testi- 
monial dinner  in  honor  of   VII:U:liiS2 

Collison,  Robert.    ALA  pre-conf  erence  highlights  •  ,.,  Vll:7:10sl 

Collyer,  Robert  A,    Entered  service,   VII:11:8:1 

Oomplaints  and  suggestions.    Response  to  (Soap  Box)   VII:U:12:2 

Congress  as  censor.    Recent  material  of  professional  interest,.,,  VII:12:8:1 

Conlon,  Mildred  (Mrs)o    Sliney,  Edith  M,,  shower  in  honor  of,,,,,  VII :5: 2:2 

Conlon,  Paul  E,  (Mr  and  Mrs) o     ^on:    raul  E.,  Jr   VII:8:2:1 

Oonnell,  Francis  P,    Open  Shelf  Department  opening   VII:1:13:1 

Connell,  Margaret  F,    Resigned   VII:9:1S2 

Transferred   VII:2:2:1 

Connelly,  Marguerite.    Bruhn,  Marilyn,  party  in  honor  of,,,,,,,,,  VII: 11: 17: 2 

Connolly  Branch  Library.    Be  kind  to  books  week  ,   VII:2:l6:l 

Connolly,  G,  Florence,    Nominating  committee,  ,.  VII:8:12:2 

Connolly,  John  J, 

Appointments,  answer  to  letter  by  Eamon  E,  McDonough  (Soap 

Box)   VII:l:l5:l 

Back  Bay  Association  meeting  ,   VII:10:8:1 

BOSTON  SUNDAY  GLOBE,  pictured  with  Steve  Allen   VII:8:U:1 

Candy  sales  discontinued,  correspondence.   VII: 2: Us  1 

Letter  from  "A  Reference  Assistant",  answer  to  (Soap  Box)   VII:3:20:1 

McDonald,  Patrick  F,,  bon  voyage   VII:5:3»1 

Salary  payments- -cash  vs,  checks  (President's  Notes),   VII:2:6:1 

Connolly,  Mildred  C,  (Mrs)e    Hayes,  Christine,  party  in  honor  of,  VII:11:10:1 

Connor,  Thomas  W,    SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  editorial  committee   VII:10:6:2 

Constitution  committee, 

Mendments  proposed  (President's  Notes)  ,   VII:11:13:1 

Dues,  amendment  to  be  voted  on  (President's  Notes),....   VII:1:U:1 

Controversial  books.     -BOSTON  SUNDAY  POST,  answer  to  article  in 

(Soap  Box)   VII:9:9:l 

Coolidge,  Elsie,    Hayes,  Christine,  party  in  honor  of,.   VII:11:10:1 
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Cooper,  Edward,      Heintzelman,  Arthur  W, ,  interview  with, •   VII:6:12:2 

Cormack,  Maribelle.    BU  book  fair   VIl:5slO:2 

Gorman,  Cide    THE  CENTER,  a  play  by  ,   VII:6:8:2 

Cory,  Johno    ALA  pre-conf erence  highlights^   VII:7s8:2 

Corner,  Phyllis.    Visitors  ,   VII:6:3:2 

Costa,  Delores.    Entered  service.   VII:12s2:l 

Cotter,  Barbara  E,    Entered  serviceo   VII:12:2:1 

Cotter,  Barbara  Po  (Mrs),    Publications  coinmittee ,   VII:Usl6 

Cotter,  Walter  (Dr  and  Mrs).    Bon  voyage   VII:ii:ii:2 

Cotton,  David  A. 

American  Guild  of  Organists,  editor  of  BULLETIN  of  Massachu- 
setts chapter   711:^:13:2 

Party  in  honor  of   VII:  10:9: 2 

Cousins,  Norman.    ALA  conference  highlights   VII: 7: 13 '2 

Crerie,  Frnest  J,    SLA,  Boston  chapter,  advertising  manager   VII:10:6:2 

Crider,  John  H.    MLA  mid -winter  meeting   VII:  3: 8:1 

Crite,  Allan  Rohan.    Negro  history  week.  South  End  Branch  Library  VII:2:17:1 

Crocker,  Frederick.    Welcomed  home  from  hospital   VII:6:2:2 

Cronan,  John  J,    Human  relations  book  fair,  first   VII:10:2:1 

Cronan,  John  (Mrs),    Autograph  sought   VII:12:6:2 

Negro  history  week  story  hour.  South  End 

Branch  Library   VII: 2:17:2 

Cronin,  Marie  T.    Resigned   VII:10:3:1 

Crosby,  Mary  T.    Frye,  Harriet,  wedding  of   VII: 7: 3? 2 

Transferred   VII:8:1:1 

Crostarosa,  Neomi  (Mrs)o    Visitors   VII:3:U*1 

Crowe,  Mary, 

Special  committee  on  personnel  morale,  comments  invited   VII:5:6:2 

report..   VII:12:21 

Crowley,  Joseph  A,    Masterson,  Francis  B,  (Mrs  and  Mrs),  testimo- 
nial diriner  in  honor  of   VII:U:1Uj2 

Crowley,  Marie  L.    Christinas  tea  committee   VII:125  22 

Crumm,  Gerald  F.    TV— mineral  exhibit.   VII:7:^:1 

Cudmore,  Qeraldine  R.    Resigned,   VII:9:ls2 

Cufflin,  M.  Florence,    Al'omnae  tea,  fifth   VII:10:[t:l 

Hayes,  Christine,  party  in  honor  of   VII:ll:10tl 

Kelley,  Frances  M,  (Mrs),  party  in  honor 

of   VII:ll:l2:l 

Cullinane,  Joseph.    Men's  house  committee   VII:U:l6 

Curado,  Mary  V,    Christmas  tea  committee   VII:12:22 

Curley,  James  M,    Masterson,  Francis  B,,  dinner  in  honor  of   VII:5:10:1 

Curley,  Walter  R. 

Men's  house  committee   VII:1j:16 

Special  committee  on  personnel  morale,  comments  invited   VII:5:6:1 

report   VII:12:21 

Currie,  Francis  R.    Entered  service   VII: 3: 1:1 

Transferred   VII:U:1:2 

Gushing,  Richard  J, (Archbishop) . 

BPL  trustee,  appointment   VII:  11: 17:2 

Science  Fair,  awards  presented  by   VII:U:U:2 

Cushman,  Jerome.    ALA  pre-conf  erence  highlights   VII:7tl0:2 

Custin,  Joan  V.    Entered  service   VII:5'ls2 

Resigned   VII:7:2:1 

Dagher,  Joseph  (Dr),    Visitors   VII:7:U:2 

DAILY  RECORD.    Adams  Street  Branch  Library,  first  anniversary 

celebration   VII:9:U:2 

Dalton,  Virginia  A.    Entered  service   VII:ii:l:2 


It 
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Daly,  Mary  F. 

BPL  trustees — resolutions  on  Sunday  service  and  inequAties 
in  pay  of  full-time  sub-professional  assistants,  presented 

to   VII:8:l2s2 

Censorship,  letter  by  Jane  Manthorne  opposed  (Soap  Box)   VII:10:17:1 

Gifts  to  BPL— recordings   VII:ll:ll4:2 

Danker,  J.  Joseph,    BPLQCC  luncheon   VII:12:5:2 

60  plus  activities  show   711:^:12:1 

I       Darling,  Florence  B.    Party  in  honor  of   VII :6: 3:1 

I  Retirement   VII  :6;  3:1 

VII:7:2:1 

Davis,  Albert  S.    SLA  convention   VII:6:9'1 

Davis,  Hazel  (Mrs),    Gourds  exhibit   VII:2:l6»l 

TV— gourds  exhibit   VII:  2: 1^:1 

Davis,  Orlando  C,    Party  in  honor  of   VII:3-2:2 

Retirement   VII:3s6:l 

Thanks  for  party  and  gift   VII :3: 22: 2 

Day,  Elinor.    Hartzell,  Bertha  V,,  memorial  lecture  committee,.,.  VII: 11: 13:1 

Party  in  honor  of   VII:ii:5:l 

Day,  Mary  C,    Party  in  honor  of  ,  VII:6:8:1 

Transferred   VII:6:2:1 

Delano,  Mary  T,  (Mrs),    Resigned   VII:12:2:2 

de|4ello,  Monte-Mor.    Visitors   VII:7:ii:2 

Denemark,  George  E.  (Professor).    BU  founder's  day  institute   VII:2:l6:2 

VII:i4:8:l 

Dennison,  Mary  L,    Transferred   VII: 7:1:2 

Departmental  reorganization.    Delay  recommended  (Soap  Box)   VII:U:12tl 

deQueiroz,  Sambaquy,    Visitors   VII:  7:^:2 

Desaulniers,  Rita         Bon  voyage   VII:6j2:1 

Party  in  honor  of   VII :6: 7:1 

DeSimone,  Helen,    Vacation  in  Canada   VII: 9:^:2 

DeSimone,  Rose  Marie,    Christmas  tea  committee   VII:12:22 

Morgan,  Margaret  A,,  party  in  honor  of,.,.  VII:lj.:5:2 

Vacation  in  Canada   VII:9:^s2 

Detroit  Public  Library.    NEWS  BULLETIN,  recommended   VII: 8:17:2 

Dever,  Paul  A,  (Governor),    Civil  Pefense,  talk  by  Lady  Reading, ,  VII:U:35l 

Devlin,  Marie  S,    Entered  service   VII:11:8:1 

Dietrichson,  Mary  W.  (Mrs), 

Davis,  Orlando  C. ,  party  in  honor  of   VII:3:2:2 

Hayes,  Christine,  party  in  honor  of   VII'11:10:1 

DiGiannantonio,  Eleanor,    Resigned  ,  VII: 9:1:2 

DiRosario,  William.    Membership  and  hospitality  committee   VII:U:l6 

DiRosario,  William  (Mr  and  Mrs).    Son:     Paul  LeRoy   VII:10:3:2 

Display  cases.    Vs.  lighting  (Soap  Box)   VII:U:12:2 

Division  of  Business  Operations, 

Criticism  of  custodians  and  Supply  Room  personnel,  answer  to 

(Soap  Box)   m:8:l5:l 

New  quarters  in  Stack  3  ,  VII: 9: 2:2 

Division  of  Libraries  for  Children  and  Young  People,    ALA  con- 
ference highlights   VII:  7:1)4^1 

Dix,  William,    ALA  pre-conf erence  highlights   VII:7tl0:l 

Dixon,  Robert  F,    BPLEBA  fiftieth  anniversary  banquet,..-   VII:5:20:2 

BPLQCC,  treasurer   VII:  1:19:2 

BOSTON  SUNDAY  POST  article   VII:2:l5il 

In  memoriam   VII:  12: 3:1 

Quarter  Century  Club  lunehoon   VII:12:5:2 

Doane,  Virginia  (Mrs).    MLA  annual  meeting   VII:6:10:2 

Doe,  Florence.    West  End  Branch  Library,  poetry  group  leader.....  VII:12:l5»l 

li^M      I  I  I  
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Doherty,  Bernard         Bowling  League,  invitation.  o...  VII:9sUs2 

Engaged  to  A.  Gertrude  Barry,  o   VII:12i2:2 

Doherty,  Bessie  L«    Masterson,  Francis  B.  (Mrs  and  Mrs),  testimo- 
nial dinner  in  honor  of,   VII:li:lU:2 

Doherty,  Jclin  Fe.    Entered  serviceo   VII:l4:l:2 

Doherty,  Rita*    Bowling  League  ,  annual  banquets ^  <>   VII:5-6:1 

Donahue,  Ellen  Marie,  wedding  of.o   VII :8: 2:1 

Dolan,  Philip,    MLA  annual  meeting  c...  VII:6:lli2 

Dolbier,  Maurice,    NECBC  meeting   VII:^:6;2 

Donaghue,  Margaret  C.  (Mrs), 

Alumnae  tea,  fifth  <>.   VII:10:U:1 

Davis,  Orlando  C. ,  party  in  honor  of   ¥11:3^2:2 

Vacation  in  Florida  o   ¥11:50^1 

Donahue,  Ellen  Marie,  wedding, »   VII:8:2:1 

Donovan,  Frank.    Book  Stack  Service,  visit  on  leave   VII:U:7:2 

Donovan,  Helen,    Vacation  in  Wisconsin   VII:8:l5:l 

Donnelly,  Edward  C. ,  Jr.    Human  relations  book  fair,  first   VII:10j2:1 

Donnelly,  Mildred,    Epifania,  Enrica,  visit  to  Boston  ,  ¥11:3*18:2 

Dorchester  Branch  Library, 

Spring  festival... 0   VII:5:lU:l 

Summer  reading  club  visit  to  North  End  Branch  Library  puppet 

show   VII:10:10:2 

Douglas,  Professor,    SLA,  Boston  Chapter   VII:10:7:1 

Dowd,  John  C,    Civil  Defense,  Lady  Readingo   VII:U:3:2 

Dowling,  Elizabeth  G.    Bookmobile  II   VII: 2:1282 

Entered  service   VII:2:1:2 

Doyle,  Mary  V,    Season's  greetings  to  those  on  the  sick  list   VII:12:2:2 

Drivers'  strike.    Public  relations  (Soap  Box)   ¥11:12:17*2 

DuGharme,  Ruth  J,    Entered  service,   VII:12:2:1 

Dudnick,  Manfra,    Wormann,  Curt  (Or),  reception  in  honor  of   VII:l:lUxl 

Duffy,  Catherine?,    Entered  service   VII:12:2:1 

Dumsha,  Bertha  T,    Entered  service...   VII:6:1:2 

Duston,  Helen  M,  (Mrs)c    Resigned   VII:3:1:2 

Dydek,  Barbara  M,    Married  to  Norman  Balderston  Tomlinson   VII :5: 2:1 

Resigned   VII:$:2:1 

I^dek,  Dorothea,    Dydek,  Barbara  M,,  wedding  of.   ¥11:5*2:1 

Dyett,  Adrienne  M„  (Mrs),    Resigned   ¥11:3:1:2 

Farley, George  H,    Retirement   ¥11:3:6:2 

Earley, William  Jo    SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  personnel  institute  panel  ¥II:U:U:1 

Earrings  found.    Apply  to  Personnel  Office..,.,   ¥11:12:18:1 

East  Boston  Branch  tibraryo 

Art  exhibit,  third,  announced   ¥II:2:l6:l 

Art  exhibit  and  tea,  eighth,   ¥11:11:18:2 

Book  week  program  ,   ¥11:12:2:2 

Fast  Boston  Branch  Library,  Friends  of.    Gift  of  tape  recorder...  ¥11:11:18:2 

Economy  measures  suggested  (Soap  Box),   ¥11:6:20:1 

15di tor's  Note,    president's  Notes  rejected  (Soap  Box)   ¥II:6:l6:l 

Editorial, 

ALA  conference— SORT  meetings   ¥II:6j1:1 

ALA  pre-conf erence  on  intellectual  freedom,.,   ¥11:7:1:1 

BPL  innovations   ¥11:1:1:1 

Editorials,  reading  of.,,,   ¥II:li:l:l 

Election,  presidential,  and  the  librarian   ¥11:9:1:1 

Publications  committee,  1952,  begins  duties,.   ¥11:2:1:1 

Publications  committee,  statement  of  policy  on  Soap  Box   ¥11:7:1*1 

QUESTION  MARK,  THE,  at  ALA  conference   ¥11:8:1:1 

Soap  Box,  constructive  criticism;  adverse  comment   ¥11:3*1*1 

Soap  Box,  Publications  committee — statement  of  policy   ¥11:7*1:1 
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Bditorial  ( Continued )o 

Staff  association  bulletins,   VII:6:1:1 

Staff  members  leaving  and  staff  morale..*   VII:12:1:1 

Staff  relations  and  staff  morale   VIIO^lsl 

TV  competition,  comments  invited   7X1:^:1:1 

Egan,  Margaret;    ALA  pre-conf erence   VII:8:7:1 

Egan,  Patricia       (Mrs).    Resigned   Vll:$'^2:l 

Egleston  Square  Branch  Library,    Contract  awarded   VII: 8:12: 2 

Public  relations  (Soap  Box)   VII:12:17:2 

Elam,  Barbara  C.  (Mrs)»    Party  in  honor  of   VII:10:11:1 

Susi,  Rita,  party  in  honor  of   VII: 10: 11: 2 

Transferred   VII:10:35l 

Election,  presidential,    Editorialeo.   VII:9:lsl 

Elgar,  Peter,    Children's  Library  Association,  ALA  conference. o .. .  VII:8:9!l 

Elie,  Rudolph.    BPLPSA,  fall  meeting  (Poster)   VII:  10: 20 

The  Boston  Synq^hony  in  Europe   VII:ll:13t2 

Elliott,  Minerva  (Mrs),    Bon  voyage   VII :6: 2:2 

peck,  Edna  Gt,  bon  voyage  party  hostess..  VII:6:7*2 

Ellis,  Mary  T,    Christmas  tea  committee   VII:12:22 

Engagements,    Anderson,  Shirley,  to  Richard  Waters   VII:10:13:1 

Barry,  A,  Gertrude,  to  Bernard  F.  Doherty   VII:12:2:2 

Flute,  Mary  A.,  to  S.  Duane  LaFollette   VII:6:2:1 

Fitzgerald,  G,  Elieqbeth,  to  Lawrence  C.  Howard   VII:5:1:2 

Hegarty,  Mary  L,,  to  Richard  E.  Malany   VII: 2:22:2 

Kenny,  Mary  T,,  to  Richard  Jo  McNamee.   VII:5:1:2 

Lyons,  Mary  E,,  to  Wallace  A,  Herrington   VII:1:2:1 

Murphy,  Margaret  J,,  to  Robert  J,  Bowdring.,   VII:1:2:1 

Pappas,  Helen  G,,  to  Arthur  J,  F,  Sullivan   VII:  11: 8:1 

Rogovin,  Barbara,  to  James  Gray   VII:5:lt2 

Tuley,  Patricia  Ac,  to  James  J,  Norton,   VII:8:1:2 

■'-Tilliams,  Patience-Anne  Ce ,  to  Mortimer  Lenk  e  VII:12:12:1 

Wilson,  Patricia  M,,  to  Michael  Veneaia   VII:1:2:1 

Engler,  Martha  C,    Transferred   VII:li:2:l 

Epifania,  Enrica.    American  Fmbassy  Library,  Naples,  visit  to 

Boston   VII:3:18:2 

Erlandson,  Miss,    ALA  pre-conf  erence   VII:8:7:2 

Estes,  Eleanor  (Mrs),    Newbery-Caldecott  awards,  ALA  conference, , .  VII: 8:9: 2 

Evans,  Luther.    ALA  pre-conf  erence  highlights   VII:  7:10:1 

Exhibition  cases,  wall.    Nearly  completed   VIIt)j:3:2 

Faciman,  Clifton,    BU  book  fair   VII:$:ll!l 

Faille,  Loraine,    Parties  in  honor  of   VII:3j16:2 

Falcione,  Olga.    Vest  End  Branch  Library,  Braille  exhibit.   VII:l:lU:l 

Falvey,  Jeremiah  (Mr  and  Mrs),    Son:    Stephen  Paul   VII:12:6:1 

Falvey,  Phyllis  H.   (Mrs).    Resigned   VII: 3:1: 2 

Famham,  Marynia  L,  (Dr),    ALA  pre-conf  erence  highlights   VII:  7:  8:1 

Farrell,  Catherine  A, 

Women's  house  committee   VII:U;17 

Women's  house  comm.ittee,  cooperation  invited   VII: 7:^:2 

Farrell,  Mary  D.  (Mrs), 

Civil  Defense — Medical  and  Health  Division,  all -day  session,...  VII:10:12s2 

First  Aid,  instructor's  course,  graduation  exercises...,   VII:3:l6:2 

First  Aid,  second  and  third  classes,  graduation  exercises   VII:5:20:1 

Farren,  Arthur,    Mattapan  Branch  Library,  maypole  party   VII:6:lii:2 

Faulkner,  Uicia  S.  (Mrs).    Re-entered  service   VII:1:1:2 

Transferred   VII:  2:2:1 

VII:7:l:2 

Fay,  Clifford  (Mrs),    Adams  Street  Branch  Library,  Christmas  party  VII:lr2:2 
Fazakas,  Chester  A,    Master son,  Francis  B,  (Mr  and  Mrs),  testimo- 
nial dinner  in  honor  of   VII:U:li4J2 
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Fenno,  Pauline c    Civil  Defense,  Lady  Reading   VII:iis3«l 

Fernald,  Helen  C,  (Mrs)o    MLA  mid-winter  meeting,  RTCL.o   VII 0:10: 2 

Ferris,  Robert  F.    Book  Stack  Service,  news  fromo  „„...,,».  VII :U: 7:2 

Military  oervice*   ,   VII:3il:2 

Ferzocoj  Mrs-    Phillips  Brooks  Branch  Library,  Hallowe'en  party,,  VII:11j19»2 

Fiction  committee r    Party,.,,  «   Vll:6s75  2 

Field,  Elinor  '^vliit-iey  (Mrs),    Hewins,  Caroline  M.^  lecture,  fifth  VII:12:10:2 

Field,  William,    Hewins,  Caroline  Ho,  lecture,  fifth   VII:  12: 10: 2 

Figenbaum,  Muriel  C-> 

Married  to  Walter  Robinson   VII lU:  2:2 

Public  service  awards  dinner,  representing  Arthur  W.  Heintzel- 

man   VII:1:12:2 

Shower  in  honor  of   VII:2:l5*2 

West  Roxbury  Congregational  Church,  speaker  at-,   VII:1:12:2 

Fillios,  Iphigenia  Lo  (Mrs).    Msmbership  and  hospitality  committee  VII:U:l6 

Welcomed  back   VII:2:2:1 

Film  Council  of  Greater  Boston,    Film  festival,  second  annual...,  ^11:S:9'2 

Film  festival.     Second  annual,.,   VII:5:9*2 

Fine  Arts  Department.    NOTES,   VII: 3: 18: 2 

Finn,  Isabelle  Gr    Entered  servicer   VII:isl:2 

Fire  prevention  weeko    Fire  in  miniature   VIIs10:7j1 

First  Aid.    See:    Civil  Defense,  First  Aid 

First  assistants.    Duties  and  salary  (Soap  Box)  1  VII:3521:2 

2  VII:l4:10:2 

Firth,  Margaret  A.    SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  executive  board.........  VII:10:6:2 

Fischer,  Mildred  P<,    Entered  service   VII:6:ls2 

Fisher,  Bessie.  TV— Valentine  exhibit   VII:2:l5:l 

Fishburne,  Ruth,    ALA  conference  sidelights   VII:7:12tl 

Fitzgerald,  G,  Elizabeth.    Engaged  to  Lawrence  C.  Howard   VII:5tl:2 

Fitzgerald,  Jeanne  M.    Christmas  tea  committee,   VII:12:22 

Welcomed  back   VII:  3:18:1 

Five-day  week.    Thirty-five  hours  in  five  days  (Soap  Box)   VII:U:13'2 

Flaherty,  Catherine  M.    Resigned   VII:95l=2 

Flanagan,  Beatrice  M.    Welcomed  back   VII:2:2:1 

Flanagan,  Mary  I.  (Mrs).    Resigned   VII:2:1:2 

Flanagan,  Robert  B,    ihtered  service   VII:12:2:1 

Flood,  Dorothy  J,    Luncheon  guest  of  Fanny  Goldstein   VII:h:5'l 

Transferred   VII:  i;:  1:2 

Flood,  Richard  T, 

MLA  mid-winter  meeting,  RTCL   VII: 3^10:2 

Mt.  Pleasant  Branch  Library,  book  week   VII:  12: 13: 2 

Foley,  Ruth  A.    Nominating  committee   VII:8:12:2 

Forbes,  Esther,    BU  book  fair   VII:5:11:1 

Ford,  Maurice.    Jamaica  Plain  Branch  Library,  Friends  of,  first 

meeting   VII:5:ll;'.2 

Foret,  Jeanne  C.  (Mrs),    Golden,  Mary,  party  in  honor  of   VII:11:11:2 

Resigned   VII:12:2:2 

Foret,  Pierre  (Mr  and  Mrs).    Son:    Pierre,  Jr   VII:10:35  2 

Forse,  Walter  C,    Boy  Scouts  of  America,  awarding  prizes  

Fox,  John.    Censorship^  letter  by  Harry  Andrews  (Soap  Box)   VII:10:l5:l 

Frarey,  Carlyle  J.    ALA  pre-conference   VII:8:7:2 

Frederick,  A,  p,    Morgan,  Margaret  A.,  hostess   VII:12:12$2 

Frederick,  Beatrice  P,  (Mrs), 

Dorchester  Branch  Library,  spring  festival   VII: 5:11^:1 

Vacation  in  Florida   VII:9:5:2 

Frederick,  Pauline,    SLA  convention   VII:6:9:1 

Freeman,  A.  Phyllis, 

Constitution  committee   VII: U '16 

Constitution  canmittee,  amendments  (President's  Notes)   VII: 11: 13^1 
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Freeman,  A.  Phyllis  (Continued). 

Public  relations  (Soap  Box)   VII:12:l8:l 

Tree  in  Israel   VII:2:17j1 

Vacation  in  Canada   711:9:^52 

Freeman,  Effie  C.  (Mrs).    Oilman,  Mary  L,,  party  in  honor  of   VII :5s 15*1 

French,  Doris  N.    Resigned   VII:10:3:1 

French  prints,  contemporary.    Exchange  exhibition,  opening   VIT:10:6:1 

Friedenstein,  Johanna.    SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  personnel  institute,  VII:i|si|Jl 
Friedman,  Lee  M, 

A  great  Colonial  case  and  a  great  Colonial  lawyer,  in  AMERICAN 

JMSH  HISTCBICAL  SOCIETY   VII:9:U:2 

American  Jewish  Historical  Society,  re-elected  president ..... .  VII:2:iiJ2 

Article  on,  in  JEWISH  ADVOCATE— Boston  boasts  of  America's 

finest  collection  of  Judaica  gathered  in  fifty  years   VII:8:3:2 

BFLEBA  fiftieth  anniversary  banquet   VII:5:20:2 

Controversial  books  in  BPL,  answer  to  article  in  BOSTON  SUNDAY 

POST  (Soap  Box)   VII:9s9:l 

Gifts  to  BPL— THE  IRISH  REPUBLIC   VII:12:Uj1 

Hayes,  Christine,  party  in  honor  of   VII:llilO:l 

MLA  annual  meeting   VII:6:12il 

Masterson,  Francis  B.,  dinner  in  honor  of   Vll:$ :10:1 

Open  Shelf  Department,  Children's  Section,  opening   VII:12i5<l 

The  origin  of  welfare  federations  and  community  drives  and 

their  background,  in  JEWISH  ADVOCATE   VII:8:3:1 

Salary  payment,  check  vs.  cash  (President's  Notes)   VII:2j6:2 

VII:35U»2 

Friedman,  Lillian  L,    Party  in  honor  of   VII:l:2t2 

Married  to  Sidney  Topol   VII:  1:2:1 

Friends  of  libraries,    ALA  conference  highlights,   VII:7:13:2 

Frye,  Harriet  E,    Entered  service,   VII:2»1:2 

Married  to  Douglas  Heath   VII: 7: 2:1 

Party  in  honor  of   VII:6r8:l 

Wedding   VII: 7: 3:  2 

Frye,  Glenn  (Dr).    Frye,  Harriet,  wedding  of   VIIr7:3:2 

Gabriel,  Nell.    Radio— Never  Too  Late  Group   VII:11:9:1 

Gaines,  Thomas  F.    Entered  service   VII:12:2:1 

Galick,  V,  Genevieve  (Mrs),  Library  trustees  entertain  region., ,  VII:12:11:1 
Callahger,  George  W. 

BPLQCC  luncheon   VII:12:5:2 

BFLQCC,  president   VII:1:19:2 

Masterson,  Francis  B,,  dinner  in  honor  of   VII:2:10:2 

Gallagher,  William  B,    Dixon,  Robert  F, — In  memoriam   VII:  12: 3:1 

Gambrill,  Georgia.    SORT— "canpaign  literature"   VII:6«5il  ; 

Gannon,  James  P.  J.    BPLQCC,  vice  president   VII:1:19:2 

Gardner,  Harold  C,  (Reverend)    CLA  conference   VII:8:6:1 

Garrity,  Florence.    Visitors   VII:7:l4:2 

Gartland,  Henry  J.    ALA  mid-winter  meeting   VII:2:5j1 

Gelsomini,  Mary  Ann,    BPLPSA  business  meeting,  stenotype  notes 

(President's  Notes)   VII:12:l8:l 

Gibbons,  Marjorie,    Bon  voyage,   VII: 8: 2:2 

Gibson,  Charles  (Mr  and  Mrs),    Daughter:    Mary  Louise   VII:9:2:1 

Gibson,  Ruth  M.  (Mrs),    Party  in  honor  of   VII:6:7:2 

Resigned   VII:11:8:1 

Gidez,  Richard.    Party  in  honor  of   VII:1C:9:2 

Giella,  Rose  DiPasquale  (Mrs), 

Herrick,  Geraldine  S.  ^^Mj-s),,  party  in  honor  of   VII:5:l5f2 

Susi,  Rita,  party  in  honor  of   VII: 10: 11: 2 
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Gifts  to  BFL. 

Allen,  Steve — record  alb\im  and  book  for  song  writers,   VII:^j6:1 

Catholic  Guild  for  the  Blind— megascope   VII:12:ii:l 

Centenary— first  »   7X1:^:9:1 

East  Boston  Branch  Library,  Friends  of — tape  recorder   VII:ll:l8:2 

Grasso,  Samuel — moneyo   VII: ^: 9^2 

Guerrier,  Edith— books   VII :U: 2:1 

Guerrier  Edith  Fund— additions  to   VII:ll:l5*.l 

Haras  zti,  Zoltan— JOHN  ADATIS  AND  THE  PROPHETS  OF  PROGRESS,  to 

Staff  Library   VII:i;:2:l 

Jewish  Labor  Committee,  Northeast  Region — recordirigs   VII:9*U*2 

O'Kelley,  Sean— THE  IRISH  REPUBLIC   VII:12:li:l 

Routtenberg,  Hman  J.— THE  SABBATH,  ITS  MEANING  FCE  MODERN  MAN  VII :U: 9  =  1 

Staff  members — recordings   VII:ll:li4:2 

Gildea,  aiirley  A,    Entered  service,   VII:  12: 2:1 

Gillis,  Charles  Je    Concession  committee,  .,  VII:U:17 

Gillis,  Lillian,    Ceased  service   VII:9*6tl 

Gillis,  M.  Patricia,    Resigned   VIi:lO:3Jl 

Oilman,  Marj'  Louise, 

Censorship    (Soap  Bex)   VII:10:lU:2 

Party  in  honor  of   VII:5:l5:l 

Special  committee  on  personnel  morale,  comments  invited,   VII:5:6:2 

report   VII:12:21. 

Gilson,  Barbara,    Bon  boyage   VII:8:3:1 

Peck,  Edna  G. ,  bon  boyage  party  hostess   VII:6:7:2 

Staff  library  committee   VII:U:17 

Globus,  Nura,    BPLPSA,  fall  meeting   VII:10:20 

VII:11:13:2 

Nurses,  book  talks  for   VII: 2: 18:2 

Program  committee   VII:U:l6 

Thanks  to  Program  committee  (President's  Notes),.,  VII:11:13:1 

Goddard,  Lois  G,    Constitution  committee   VII:U:l6 

Party  in  honor  of   VII:2:l6:2 

Transferred   VII:  3: 1:2 

VII:10:3:1 

Golden,  Mary,    Greetings  from  Florida   VII:12:ii:l 

Party  in  honor  of   VII:11:11:1 

Transferred   VII:1:1:2 

VII:7:2:1 

Goldovsky,  Boris,    MLA  annual  meeting,   VII:6:11:1 

Goldstein,  Fanny, 

American  Jewish  juvenile  literature,  1951-52,  in  JEl/ISH  BOOK 

WEEK  ANrjAL,  1952-53   VII:10:12:1 

Australian  Jewish  Historical  Society,  representatve  for  U,S, 

of  America   VII:5  =  l6:l 

Boston  Jews:     their  literary  contributions  adding  lustre  to 

the  city  of  culture,  in  JEWISH  ADVOCATE   VII: 8: 3:1 

BOSTON  TRAVELER— Woman  of  the  week   VII:8:3:2 

Charlestown  State  prison.  Seder  service   VII:U:Uj1 

Community  Church,  speaker  at  ,  VII:12:7:1 

East  Boston  Branch  Library,  book  week  program   VII:12:12:2 

Golden  Deed  Book,  Jewish  Memorial  Hospital   VII  :10: 12:1 

Hadassah,  Portsmouth,  N,  H.,  speaker  at  meeting.,   VII:l4.:h:l 

Haviland,  Virginia,  luncheon  in  honor  of   VIIr3:7:2 

Hebrew  University,  gift  to  ,   VII:l:ll4.:l 

Jacoby,  Rosalie  S. ,  gift  of  Four-five-six   VII:U:9:i 

Jewish  Book  Counifrll  of  America--resolution. ,   VII:11:9:1 

Jewish  book  month   VII:  11: 9:1 
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Goldstein,  Fanny  (Continued), 

Jewish  book  month  meeting  at  Hotel  Beaconsfield   VII:12:l^Jl 

Judaism  is  a  one-way  street,  in  JEWISH  ADVOCATE   VII:8:3'-2 

Judge,  essay  contest.  Bonds  for  Israel   VII:i|S9'2 

Judge,  national  committee,  best  Jewish  juvenile  publication  in 

1951   VII:U:952 

LIBER  AMICORUM,  by  Harry  Zohn   VII:12:7:1 

Masterson,  Francis  B,,  dinner  in  honor  of.,   VIlJ^slO'l 

Norfolk  Prison  Colony,  Passover  festival   VII:U!U*»1 

Radio — Jewish  book  month   VII:12:75l 

Liggett 's  program.   ¥11:8:15^1 

Women  in  local  government   VII:5i5j2 

SORT— BPLPSA  delegate  to  annual  convention   VII:6:U:2 

Visitors,  Heinlein,  Hanna   ¥11:9=7^1 

West  End  Branch  Library,  gift  of  THE  SABBATH,  ITS  MEANING  FOR 

MODERN  MAN   VII:ii:95l 

Gomes,  Ruth  M.    Resigned   VII:1:1:2 

GOOD  READING  AHEAD  1    BPL  reading  list   VII :35 11:1 

Geographical  distribution   VII:8:13:1 

Goodman,  Florence  K,  (Mrs).    Golden,  Mary,    -■  party  in  honor  of..  VII:11:11:2 

Resigned   VII:6j1:2 

Goodman,  Irving  (Mr  and  Mrs),    Son:    David  Michael   VII:2:l6:2 

Goodman,  Mary  Ellen,  Human  relations  book  fair,  first   VII:10:1:2 

Goodman,  Philip  (Rabbi), 

Goldstein,  Fanny,  resolution  of  Jewish  Book  Council  of  America  VII:11:9j2 

Book-plate  exhibit — Mattapan  Branch  Library   VII:12:13:1 

West  End  Branch  Library   VII:12:lU»2 

Gordon,  Elizabeth  M, 

Open  Shelf  Department,  Children's  Section,  opening  of   VII:12:$:1 

Radio— Children's  Section   VII:12:7:1 

Gorez,  Eva  Anttonen  (Mrs),    Dinner  in  honor  of   VII: 7^14 J 1 

Gorham,  Katherine.    Fifty  years  of  service  completed   VII:10tU:l 

Welcomed  back   VII :5'- 5^2 

Graham,  Sara,    MLA  annual  meeting   VII:6:.11:1 

Graham,  Williamo    BFLEBA  fiftieth  anniversary  banquet   VII  :5 J 20: 2 

Grasso,  Samuel.    BPL,  gift  to   VII:5:9'.2 

Gray,  James.    Rogovin,  Barbara,  wedding  of...   VII: 7: 3^2 

Green,  Evelyn  G,  (Mrs),    Masterson,  Francis  B,,  (Mr  and  Mrs), 

testimonial  dinner  in  honor  of   VII: lit lU* 2 

Green,  Samuel, 

Division  of  Business  Operations,  answer  to  criticisms  of 

custodians  and  Supply  Department  personnel  (Soap  Box)   VII:8:l5:2 

Griffin,  Jim,    Bowling  League,  annual  banquet   VII:5:6:1 

Griffin,  John,    MLA  mid-winter  meeting   VII:3»8:1 

Griffin,  John  J,    In  memoriam, . . »   VII:6:12:2 

Grolier  Society  bookmobile,    Mattapan  Branch  Library,  visited  by.  VII:9*6:1 

Gross,  Gerald,    Children's  Library  Association,  ALA  conf er ence, , .  VII:8:9:2 
Grossman,  Benjamin  L,  (Rabbi),    Charlestown  State  Prison,  Seder 

service   VII:U:U'l 

Groves,  C,  Marjorie,    Transferred   VII:2:2:1 

VII:U:l:2 

Guerrier,  Edith. 

Alumnae  tea,  fifth — hostess   VII:10:U:1 

BOSTON  SUNDAY  POST   VII:  2:1^:1 

Davis,  Orlando  C,,  party  in  honor  of.   VII:3:2:2 

Gift  of  books  to  Staff  library   VII:U:2:1 

Gifts  to  BPL— additions  to  Edith  Guerrier  Fund   VII:ll:l5:l 

Hayes,  Christine,  party  in  honor  of   VII:11:10:1 


-19- 


Guerrier,  Edith  (Continued), 

Luncheon  in  honor  of   VII:12:6:2 

SEG  reunion   Vn:l:3:2 

Guerrier,  Edith,  Fund.    Gifts  to  BPL   VII:lltl5:l 

Guiney,  Eugene  N.  Jr,    Donahue,  Ellen  Marie,  wedding  of   VII:8:2:1 

Gurnett,  Julia  M.  (Mrs), 

BPLFSA,  executive  board,  filling  vacancy  on  (Soap  Box)  2  VII:8:l6:2 

2  VII:8:17:1 

2  VII:8:17:2 

resignation  from  (President's  Notes)  VII:11:13:2 

Surprise  shower  in  honor  of   VII:10:17:1 

Gurney,  Ellen  D,    Christmas  tea  committee   VII:12:22 

Gurney,  William  J.    Entered  serviceo ,.<.....   VII:6:1:2 

The  prince  of  soups  and  potatoes  Julienne  in 

CATHOLIC  DIGEST,   VII:11:9:1 

Sunset  paint--the  lemon  that  became  a  life- 
saver,  in  THE  PILOT   VII:8:3:2 

Hackett,  Mary  A,    Haviland,  Virginia,  luncheon  in  honor  of   ¥11:3* 7*«2 

Nominating  committeeo   VII:8:12:2 

Hahn,  Bill.    TV— Gourds  exhibit   VII:2:1^:1 

Kr^amm,  Gerald  F   VII:6rU:l 

Hale,  Marcia  I,    Entered  service   VII:12:2:1 

Haley,  Dermis  C.  (Dr),    Film  festival,  second  annual   VII:55lOJl 

Hall,  John  W.    Resigned   VII:6:1:2 

Transferred   VII:1:1:2 

Hall,  John  W.  (Mr  and  Mrs),    Son   VII:l4:2:2 

Hallahan,  John  J,    Entered  service   VII:7:1j2 

SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  meeting  at  BPL   Vll:10:12:2 

Simmons  College,  M.S   Vll: 7:2:1 

Hallet,  E.  Forest,    Civil  Defense,  First  Aid   VII:3:l6:2 

Halli^an,  Eleanor  F. 

Special  committee  on  personnel  morale,  comments  invited   VII:^:6:2 

report   VII:12:21 

Welcomed  home   ¥11:7:3^1 

Hamilt,  Beulah  S.  (Mrs).    Resigned   VII:9:2:1 

Hanna,  Dorothy  (Mrs),    Party  in  honor  of  ,  VII:10jll:l 

Hannon,  Mirian  B,  (Mrs).    Membership  and  hospitality  committee..  VII:l4:l6 

Welcomed  back   VII:  12: 12:1 

Hanson,  Alice  E.    Hayes,  Christine,  party  in  honor  of   VII:11:10:1 

Hanson,  Charles.    Military  service   VII:^:1:2 

Haraszti,  Zoltan. 

Article  on  centenary  of  visit  of  leader  of  Hungarian  Revolu- 
tion, in  BOSTON  GLOBE....   VII:^:U:1 

BPLPSA,  reception  to  officers  (Poster)o   VII:?:23 

President's  Notes   VII:3:U:2 

Back  Bay  Association  meeting   VII:10:8:1 

Episodes  from  my  trip  abroad,   VII:3:7'1 

Gift  to  StpTf  Libra ryo   VII  :U: 2^1 

Jamaica  Plain  Branch  Library,  Friends  of,  speaker  at  meeting,  VII:6:3»2 
JOHN  ADAMS  AND  THE  PROPHETS  OF  PROGRESS,  History  Book  Club 

selection   VII:7:lii:l 

JOHN  ADATIS  A>nD  THE  HIOFHETS  OF  PROGRESS,  review  of   VII: 3: 3: 2 

The  Libraries  I  visited  abroad  (Part  II)   VII:1:5:1 

Hardy,  May  G,    Recent  material  of  professional  interest   VII:6:6;2 

Harris,  Robert  J,    Married  to  Sophie  F.  Leskewicz   VII:6:2:2 

Resigned   VII:11:8:1 

Harris,  Walter  G.    Harris,  Robert  J,,  wedding  of   VII:6:2:2 

Hart,  Dorothy  E,    SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  education  committee   VII: 10:6:2 
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Hart,  Goldie  G,  (Mrs),    Entered  service   VIIO^l'l 

Resigned   VII:  8:1- 2 

Hartzell,  Bertha  V,,  memorial  lecture. 

Congratulations  to  committee  (President's  Notes)   VII:5s9j1 

Day,  Elinor,  committee  chairman..   VII:  11:13:1 

Ludington,  Flora  B.,  to  be  speaker   VII:U:6:1 

Poster   VII:h:l8 

Reminder  (President's  Notes)   VII:ii:6:2 

Report  of  committee   VII:10:U:2 

Scheduled  for  May  2   VII: 3:2:1 

Second — Library  development  and  international  understanding..  VII:$:7:1 

Hartzell,  Karl  (Dr) .    Dean.  Cornell  College   VII:10:U:2 

Hartzell,  Karl  (Dr  and  Mrs). 

Hartzell,  Bertha  V.,  memorial  lecture,  second   VII:5s7:l 

Hartzell.  Bertha  V.,  memorial  lecture,  second  (President's 

Notes;   VII:^:9*1 

Hasson,  Jane.    BPLEBA  fiftieth  anniversary  banquet   VII:5:20:2 

Wall,  Louise  (Mrs),  party  in  honor  of   Vll:$:3-2 

Hastie,  Marie  T,    CARE  committee   VII:U:17 

Transferred   VII:  10: 12:1 

VIi:ll:8:l 

Hatzik,  John  (Mrs).    Moved  to  North  Hollywood,  California   VII:7;h:l 

Have  books  been  discovered?    Vacation  meditation  by  Margaret 

Munsterberg   VII:  9: 3: 2 

Haverty,  Margaret  V/,  v^Mrs) . 

BPLPSA,  reception  for  officers  (poster)   VII:2:23 

Centennial  committee...   VII:U:17 

Haviland,  Virginia, 

Alumnae  tea,  fifth   VII:10:U:1 

Bon  voyage   VII: 2: 2: 2 

Gorez,  Luis  (Mrs),  dinner  in  honor  of  ,   VII:7:U*1 

Great  Books  group  party   VII:U:5:1 

Luncheon  in  honor  of,   VII:3:7:2 

Massachusetts  Association  of  School  Librarians,  speaker  at 

luncheon  meeting   VII: 5:^:1 

Merrimac  Valley  Library  Association,  speaker  at  meeting   VII:5:5:2 

Neponset  summer  reading  club  party   VII:10:17:1 

North  Shore  Library  Club,  speaker  at  meeting   VII:12:7:1 

Peck,  Edna  G,,  bon  boyage  party  hostess   VII:6r7:2 

Phillips  Brooks  Branch  Library,  anniversary  party...   VII:5:l5:2 

Staff  party   VII:U:5:2 

WILLIAM  PENN,  FOUNDER  AND  F  tlENP,  exhibit  on   VII:7:lU:l 

review  of   VII:3:U:1 

Hayes,  Christine. 

Alumnae  tea,  fifth   VII:10:U:1 

Book  Selection  Departments,  hostess  to   VII:11:9:2 

CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  MONITOR,  article  on  Book  Selection  Depart- 
ment  VII:5:5:2 

Kelley,  Frances  M.  (Mrs),  party  in  honor  of   VII:11:12:1 

Parties  in  honor  of   VII:8:2:1 

VII:ll:10:l 

Retirement   VII:8:5:1 

Thank  you  note   VII:  11:10: 2 

Welcomed  back   VII: 2: 2:1 

Hayes,  Florence  (Mrs).    Human  relations  book  fair,  first   VII:10:2:l 

Hayes,  Ruth  M, 

Adams  Street  Branch  Library,  Christinas  party   VII:lt2:2 

BPLPSA,  executive  board,  appointment  to  (President's  Notes)..  VII:11:13:2 
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Hayes,  Ruth  M.  (Continued). 

BPLPSA,  executive  board,  filling  vacancy  on  (Soap  Box)   VIIj8:17s2 

BPLPSA,  reception  for  new  officers  (Poster)   VII:2:23 

Centennial  committee   VII:Usl7 

Haykin,  David  J,    ALA  pre-conf erence.   VII:8:7*1 

Hazelton,  Ruth  A,    MLA  business  meeting   VII: 3:11: 2 

Hazen,  Allen  T«    ALA  pre-conf  erence   VII:8:7t2 

Hazen,  Margaret  P,    SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  editorial  conmittee. . . .  VII:10:6:2 

Hazlewood,  Ethel  M,    BPLQCC,  luncheon   VII:12:5:2 

secretary  ,   VII:1:19:2 

Membership  and  hospitality  committee   VII:Url6 

Heath,  Douglas.    Frye,  Harriet,  wedding  of   VII:7:3'2 

Hegarty,  Mary  L,    Engaged  to  Richard  E,  Malany   VII:2:22:2 

Married  to  Richard  E.  Malany   711:9:1^2 

VII:9J2:1 

Heiles,  Robert  (I'lr  and  Mrs),    Son:    Richard  Warren   VII:ii:2:l 

Heinlein,  Hanna.    Visitors  ,   VII:9:7:1 

Heintzelman,  Arthur  W. 

Adamd  Street  Branch  Library,  guest  speaker   VII:6tl2:2 

BPLPSA,  reception  for  officers  (Poster)   VII: 2:23 

(President's  Notes)   VII:3:U:2 

Back  Bay  Association  meeting   VII:10:7:2 

Business  Men's  Art  Club,  critic  for   VII:6:12:2 

Cum  Laude  Society,  guest  speaker   VII:16j12:2 

Festival  of  the  seven  arts,  in  SATURDAY  REVIEW— Toulouse- 
Lautrec  exhibit   VII:  8: 3: 2 

Filene's  exhibition,  public  service  awards  recipients   VII:1:12:2 

French  prints,  contemporary  exchange  exhibition  opening   VII:10:6tl 

Metropolitan  Museum  of  .Art,  prints  acquired  by   VII:9:5:1 

Mission  to  France— exchange  exhibition  between  France  and  the 

United  States   VII  :3: 7:1 

Mission  to  Paris,  Part  I   VII:2:8;2 

Fart  II   VII:3:13:1 

Newton  Art  Association,  critic  for   VII:6:12:2 

Public  service  awards  dinner,  represented  by  Muriel  Figenbaum  VII:1:12:2 

Radio — exhibit  of  conteirsporary  French  prints   VII:6:12:2 

Rhode  Island  School  of  Design,  Trustee  and  member  of  Library 

Committee  of  the  Corporation   VII:11:9:1 

Welcomed  back   VII:1:3:2 

Hennig,  Ruth.    Girls'  High  School  career  day   VII:i;:I|.:i 

Hensley,  Richard  G«    Back  Bay  Association  meeting   VII:10:8:1 

Herrick,  Geraldine  S,  (Mrs). 

Hartzell,  Bertha  V.,  memorial  lecture  committee   VII:i;rl7 

Hartzell,  Bertha  V.,  memorial  lucture  committee,  report   VII:10:ii:2 

second   VUiSil:! 

Party  in  honor  of   VII:5:l5sl 

Special  committee  on  personnel  morale,  comments  invited   VII:^:6i2 

report   VII:12:21 

Susi,  Rita,  party  in  honor  of   VII:10:11:2 

Harrington,  Mary  L.  (Mrs),    Resigned   VII:  10: 3:1 

Herrington,  Wallace  A.    Lyon,  Mary  E.,  party  in  honor  of   VII:U:7*2 

Hershey,  Elizabeth  C,    Married  to  Ben  Watson  Helvin,  Jr   VII:5^:3:2 

Herzog,  Bradford.    Ceased  service   VII:9:6rl 

Entered  service   VII: 2: 1:2 

Hewes,  Herbert,  Jr.  (Mr  and  Mrs),    Daughter:    Marie  Therese   VII:3:2:1 

Hewes,  Marie  F,  (Mrs).    Resigned  ,  VII: 8:1: 2 

Hewins,  Caroline  M.,  lecture.    Fifth  annual   VII:12rlO:2 

Hickey,  William,    Retired   VII:5:3:2 
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Higgins,  Charles  L» 

Library  objectives  committee,  membership  on  ...••o  VII'.Usl? 

report  of   VII:6:23 

MLA  business  meeting   VIIJ3'11'2 

Hill,  Bradford  M. 

Library  objectives  committee,  membership  on   VII:U*'17 

report  of   VII:6:23 

So3p  Box  contributions,  selection  of,  defended  (Soap  Box)....  VII: 9:^*2 

Soap  Box  contributions,  selection  of  questioned  (Soap  Box)...  VII: 9* 8*1 

Hill,  John.    Back  Bay  Association  meeting   VII:10:8j1 

Hines,  Leo.    BOSTON  BUSINESS,  editor  and  feature  writer   VII:8:hr2 

Boston  Catholic  Theater,  director  ,   VII:2:3'2 

Hines,  Margaret.    Married  to  William  R.  Fox   VII: 11:8: 2 

Hirson,  Helen  F .  (Mrs). 

A.F,  of  Lc  Union  Industries  Show,  library  exhibit   VII:6:U*2 

CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  MONITOR,  Boston's  Library  maintains  service 

for  labor  unions   VII: 5 :5s 2 

Library  service  to  labor  groups.  ALA  conference.,   VII:8:9:1 

Radio— Never  Too  Late  Group   VII:11:9:1 

SLA,  Boston  Chapter  meeting  at  BFL   VII:10:12j2 

Workers'  Educational  Labor-Social  program,  speaker  at  meeting  VIl:5:Ui2 
Hirst,  Robert  I.    Library  service  to  labor  groups,  ALA  confer- 
ence  VIl:8:9:l 

Hobbie,  Eulin  K.  MLA  nid-winter  meeting,  college  group   VII:3:9!2 

Hodges,  Helen  (Mjs).    Neponset  Branch  Library,  hobby  show   VII: 3=19:1 

Hoey,  Amy,    Party  in  honor  of   VII:1:2:2 

Resigned   VII:1:1:2 

Hoffman,  Phyllis  M,    Married  to  Jeremiah  Falvey,  Jr   VII:2:3:1 

VII:3:1'2 

Holberg,  Ruth  (Mrs).    MLA  mid-winter  meeting,  RTCL   VII:3:10:2 

Holman,  Marjorie,    MLA  mid-winter  meeting,  Boston-Cambridge 

tjiapter  of  Music  Librarians   VII:3:11:2 

Holmes,  Robert  M,    SORT,  ALA  conference   VII: 8:10:2 

Holt,  Madalene  D. 

Bon  voyage   VII:6:2:1 

European  tour,  return  from   VII: 9:6: 2 

Luncheon  guest  of  Fanny  Goldstein   VII:U:5:1 

Neponset  Branch  Library,  anniversary  celebration   VII:12:lIi:l 

doll  exhibit   VII:12:lU:l 

Neponset  summer  reading  club  party   VII:  10:17:1 

Party  in  honor  of   VII:5:l6:l 

Peck,  Edna  G.,  bon  voyage  party  hostess   VII:6:7:2 

Welcomed  at  Neponset  Branch  Library   VII:ii:5J2 

HOLYOKE-TRANSCRIPT  TELEGRAM.    O'Connor,  Mildred  C, ,  and  work  of 

Cataloging  and  Classification  Departjnent   VII:8:U»1 

Homo,  Nicole.    Visitors   VII:3:Usl 

Hope,  Arlene.    SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  program  committee   VII:10:7:1 

Hopkins,  Byron.    ALA  pre-conf erence  highlights   VII:7:952 

Hoppe,  Fred.    West  End  poetry  group  leader   VII:10:12;1 

Hottleman,  Girard  D.    Transferred   VII: 2:2:1 

Houle,  Cyril  0.  (Dean),    ALA  pre-conf  erence  highlights   VII:7j8:2 

Hughes,  Lois  C.  (Mrs).    Transferred   VII:3:ls2 

Human  relations  book  fair.    First — "When  peoples  meet"   VII:10:i:l 

Hurwitz,  Francis.    Human  relations  book  fair,  first   VII:10:2:1 

Huse,  Polly.    TV— Bookbuilders  of  Boston   VII: 7^5: 2 

TV— Burgess,  Thornton   VII: 6:1^^1 

TV— Nelson,  Truman   VII: 2:1^:1 

TV— Fisher,  Bessie   VII:2:l5»l 

TV— Saudi  Arabia  exhibit   VII:9:U:1 

TV—Solving  the  high  cost  of  eating   111:^'6'2 
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Hyde  Park  Branch  Library, 

Exhibits— Hansel  and  Gretel   VII:12:12;2 

Little  Bo  Beep  and  Red  Riding  Hood   VII:  11: 19 si 

Toy- town  circus   VII:5:lli:l 

Hyland,  Marie.    Science  Fair,  exhibit  at   VII:3:1752 

first  prize   VII:ii:U:2 

Hynes,  John  B. 

French  prints,  contemporary,  exchange  exhibition  opening   VII:10:6:1 

Open:      Shelf  Department,  opening  (Soap  Box)   VII:l:l6i2 

larrobino,  Rosemarie,    Transferred   VII:8:1:1 

Impellitteri,  Mayor.    SLA  convention   VII:6:9*1 

In  memoriam,    Bowdring,  Margaret  Murphy  (Mrs)   VII:12:l8:2 

Dixon,  Robert  F   VII:12:3:1 

Griffin,  John  J   VII:6:12:2 

Kelley,  Ja^es  J   VII:11:12:2 

McShane,  Elizabeth  H   VII:3j17:1 

Muckensturm,  Matthew   VII5  8:U: 2 

Muldoon,  Katharine  M   VII:6:12:l 

Serex,  Frederic   VII!8:Ui2 

Information  Office.    PPL  centenary,  first  gift   VII:^:9:1 

Scrapbooks  available  for  examination   VII: 2 51^:2 

Ingersoll,  Fern  (Mrs).    Letters  from  France   VII:2:3s2 

VII:7-.6:2 

Ingram,  Marion,    MLA  annual  meeting   VII :6: 11:1 

Intellectual  freedom,    ALA.  pre-conference  highlights   VII: 7:10:1 

In-service  training.    Future  plans  for  projects?  (Soap  Box)   VII:7:l6:2 

Ishihara,  Jiro.    Visitors   VII:7:U:2 

Institute  on  subject  analysis  of  library  materials   VII:8:6tl 

Izawa,  Kohei,    Visitors   VII:6:3:2 

Jacoby,  Rosalie  5.    Fo-jr -five -six,  gift   VII:Ui9*l 

Jamaica  Plain  Branch  Library.  Magazine  and  young  adults  corners  VII:10:10s2 
Jamaica  Plain  Branch  Library,  Friends  of. 

First  meetings.   VII:5:lUs2 

Haraszti,  Zolta'n,  speaker   VII:6:3»2 

Wayman,  Dorothy,  speaker   VII:12:13:1 

Javelin,  Muriel  C,  (Mrs). 

AEA  of  Massachusetts,  organization  meeting   VII:2:11:1 

American  Heritage  project,  in  MLA  BULLETIN   VII:8:3:2 

Audio-Visual  Center,  opening,  thanks  ('Soap  Box)   VII:1:19'1 

BPLPSA,  reception  for  officers  (Poster)   VII: 2: 23 

BPLPSA  reception  for  officers,  report   VII:3:75l 

BRGCC,  speaker  at  meeting   VII:5:55l 

Boston  City  Hospital,  talk  at   VII:10!2:2 

Bristol  Coxinty  Regional  Conference  of  Social  Work,  speaker  at  Vll'.^:$:l 

Centennial  committee   VII:U:17 

Film  festival,  second  annual   VII:2il0:l 

Gifts  to  BPL,  recordings   VII:ll:l5tl 

Little  Theater,  talk  to  Dr  Krasker's  class   VII:l4:7:l 

Lord,  Milton  E,,  letter  of  appreciation   VII:2:19S1 

Merrimac  Valley  Library  Association,  speaker  at  meeting   VII:5:5:2 

Open  Shelf  Department,  opening  (Soap  Box)   VII:l:l6:2 

Program  committee  (President's  Notes),   VII:35U*2 

RTLYA,  fall  meeting   VII:ll:l5:2 

Recordings  catalog  not  corapleted  (Soap  Box)   VII:2:20:1 

SLA,  Boston  Chapter  meeting  at  BPL   VII:10:12j2 

SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  guides  needed  for  meeting  at  BPL   VII:9:5:1 

University  Extension  panel  discussion  on  recreation  for  the 

aging   VII:5t5Jl 


( 
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Jaworski,  Frances,    West  End  Branch  Library,  summer  reading  club 


awards   VII  :9: 7:2 

Jeffrey,  Katherine  (Mrs).    RTLYA— fall  meeting   VII:  11:1^5 2 

mid -winter  meeting   VIIOsUjI 

Jewett,  Eleanor,    Bruhn,  Marilyn,  party  in  honor  of...   VII:ll:17s2 

JEWISH  ADVOCATE,  THE. 

Boston  Jews:    Their  literary  contributions  adding  lustre  to 

the  city  of  culture,  by  Fanny  Goldstein, ... ,   VII:8:3'1 

Friedman,  LeeM,,  article  on — Boston  boasts  of  America's 

finest  collection  of  Judaica  gathered  in  fifty  years   VII:8:3J2 

Judaism  is  a  one-way  street,  by  Fanny  Goldstein   Vll:8:3s2 

The  origin  of  welfare  federations  and  community  drives  and 

their  background,  by  Lee  M.  Friedman   Vll:8:3sl 

Jewish  book  month.    West  End  Branch  Library   VII:12:lIiJ2 

JEWISH  BOOK  WEEK  ANNUAL,  1952-^3.    American  Jewish  juvenile  lit- 
erature, 1951-52,  by  Fanny  Goldstein   VII:10:12:1 

Jewish  Labor  Committee,  Northeast  Region,    Gift  to  BPL, 

recordings   VII:9jU!2 

Johnson,  Elizabeth.    MLA  annual  meeting   VII:6:11:2 

Johnston,  Hazel  R.  (Mrs).    Resigned   VII:3j1s2 

Jones,  E,  Kathleen.    MLA  business  meeting   VII:3!l2:l 

Jones,  Eleanor.    Radio — ^Women  in  local  government...   VII J 5 '5 52 

Jones,  Helen.    MLA  annual  meeting   VII :6: 9*1 

Jordan,  Alice  M.    Alumnae  tea,  fifth   VII:10:i;sl 

Davis,  Orlando  C,,  party  in  honor  of   VII:3J2:2 

Hayes,  Christine,  party  in  honor  of   VII:11»10:1 

MLA  mid-winter  meeting,  RTCL   VII:3:10:1 

McShane,  Elizabeth  H.,  in  memoriam   VII: 3517 si 

Joyce,  Edward  W. ,  Jr.    CARE— New  England  Committee,  letter  from.  VII:1:11:2 
Kallman,  Phyllis  R.  (Mrs), 

Entered  service   VII:  1:1: 2 

Phillips  Brooks  Branch  Library,  Hallowe'en  party   VII:11:19:2 

party  for  pre-school  children  VII:5:l5:2 

Kallas,  Stella.    Entered  service   VII:1:1:2 

Transferred   VII:U:l:2 

Kaplan,  Leonard.    Jewish  book  month   VII:ll:9:l 

Karaian,  Rose, 

Best  wishes  for  speedy  recovery   VII:11:8:2 

Season's  greetings  to  those  on  the  sick  list   VII:12!2:2 

Karcauskas,  Florence.    Vfelcomed  back   VII:3:l8:l 

Karr,  Althea.    Human  relations  book  fair,  first   VII:10:2:1 

Kaufman,  Elizabeth.    Party  in  honor  of   VII:6:13:1 

Wedding   VII  :6: 12: 2 

Kaufman,  Fred.    Kaufman,  Elizabeth,  wedding  of   VII :6: 12: 2 

Kaufman,  Mildred. 

Aid  to  Protestant  chaplain   VII: 2:17:1 

BU  founder's  day  institute   VII: 2:16:2 

VII:3:8:1 

CARE  book  fund  for  children   VII:  9:^:1 

College  of  Girl  Scouts,  speaker  at   VII:ll:19:l 

Epifania,  Enrica,  visit  to  Boston   VII:3:l8:2 

Mattapan  Branch  Library,  maypole  party   VII:6;lU:2 

Note  from  fifty-grade  borrower   VII:12:13:1 

St.  Christopher  medal   VII: 2:17:1 

Tree  in  Israel   VII:2:17:1 

UNESCO  conference,  third   VII:2:l6:2 

University  of  Connecticut  dance  festibal...   VII:9:5:2 

Kearney,Anne  C.  (Mrs).    Holt,  Madalene  D.,  party  in  honor  of....  VII:5:l6:l 

Parties  in  honor  of....   VII:1:2:2 
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Kearney,  Anne  C,  (Mrs),  (Continued). 

Resigned   VII:7:2:1 

Summer  reading  club  party   VII J  10:12:1 

Kearney,  James  (Mr  and  Mrs),    Daughter:    Anne   VII:5'2s2 

Kelleher,  Doris  R,    Entered  service   VII:7:1:2 

Kelley,  Frances  (Mrs)„    Parties  in  honor  of,   VII:8:2:1. 

VII: 11:11: 2 

Thank  you  note   VII:  11: 22: 2 

Kelley,  Harold  M.  (Mr  and  Mrs),    Daughter:    Carolyn  Ann   VII: 12:6:1 

Kelley,  James  J,    In  memoriam   VII:  11: 12: 2 

Kelley,  John  J,,  Jr.      Wins  model  home   VII:10:2:2 

Kelley,  Josephine  H.  (Mrs).    Transferred*   VII:11:8:1 

Kelley,  Joyce  R.  (Mrs).    Resigned   VII:l:l:2 

Kelly,  Daniel  W,,  Jr.    Bowling  League,....  »  Vll'.9'-h'2 

Entered  service.*  *   VII:5:lJ2 

Kelly,  Eric  F*    BU  book  fair   VII:^:li:l 

Kelly,  Katherine  K.  Neponset  Branch  Library,  doll  exhibit   VII:12:lii:l 

Kelso,  John,    BOSTON  SUNDAY  POST,  article  in   VII:6:U:1 

Kennedy,  John  Ft    MLA  business  meeting,...  «.   VIIt3'12:l 

Kennedy,  Marie  R. 

Bon  voyage   VII:8:3»1 

Book  selection  policy  committee  (President's  Notes)   VII:12:7:2 

Mt,  Bowdoin  Branch  Library,  summer  reading  club  costume  party.  VII:9:6:1 

Party  in  honor  of   VII:8:2:2 

Kennedy,  Patrick  A, 

Masterson,  Francis  B,  (Mr  and  Mrs),  testimonial  dinner  in 

honor  of   VII:U:lU:2 

Retired   VII:  10: 3: 2 

VII:ll:10:l 

Kenny,  Mary  T,    Engaged  to  Richard  J.  McNamee   VII 1:2 

Party  in  honor  of   VII:  11: 8:1 

Kemachan,  Elizabeth  M,    VJelcomed  back   VII:9j6:2 

Kesavan,  B.  S.    Visitors-,   VII:5:6:1 

Kessell,  Etta,    hp.rty  in  honor  c  f   VII:U:5:2 

Transferred....,   VIl:l4:lJ2 

Keyes,  Langeley  (Hrs),    IILA  business  meeting   VII:3*12:1 

King,  Ruth  S.  (Mrs),    SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  circulation  manager...  VII:10:6i2 

Kingman,  Marion  C,    Citation  for  "generous  public  service"   VII:3-3j1 

Kipp,  Laurence  J.    Recent  material  of  professional  interest   VII:12:8:1 

Kneeland,  Eileen,    Adams  Street  Branch  Library,  first  anniversary 

celebration   VII:9-U:1 

Knickerbocker,  William  S.    NECBC  meeting   VII:^:6:2 

Kossuth,  Govenor  Louis,    Haras zti,  Zoltan,  article  by   Vllt^'U^l 

Koussevitsky,  Serge  (Mrs),    Wormann,  Curt  (Dr),  reception  in 

honor  of   VII:l:lU:l 

Krasker,  Abraham  (Dr) ,    Little  Theater,  class   VII-U:6:2 

Krumm,  Gerald  F,    TV — mineral  exhibit   VII:6:U*'l 

Kunin,  Roberta  (Mrs),    Shine,  Gloria  H,,  wedding  of  ,  VII:7jU«1 

Kyle,  John  T.    Bowling  League,  annual  banquet   VII:5:6:1 

invitation   VII:9=U*2 

Men's  house  coranittee   VII:U5l6 

Labor  unions.    SORT,  ALA  conference   VII: 8:10:2 

Labeling. 

Censorship— Report  to  the  staff,....   VII:11:1 

VII:11:^ 

Lacey,  Garrett.    BPLEBA  fiftieth  anniversary  banquet.   VII:5:20:2 

LaConca,  Rose.    Welcomed  back   VII:3j18:1 

Lacy,  Ben  (Mr  and  Mrs).    Son   Vll:$i2i2 
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LaFollette,  Mary  B,  (Mrs),    Transferred   VII*11:8:1 

LaFollette,  S.  Duane.    Blute,  Mary,  wedding  of   711:7:3^1 

Lagamasino,  Lillian.    Transferred   VII:Us2:l 

Lahai,  Wilfred  D. 

Book  selection  policy  committee  (President's  Notes)   VII:12:7:2 

Entered  service   Vil:2:l:2 

Lait,  Jack,    U.S.A.  CONFIDENTIAL,   VII:3:l8:l 

Lally,  Francis  J,  (Monsignor),    Human  relations  book  fair,  first,  VII:10:1:2 

MLA  mid-winter  meeting   VII: 3* 8' 1 

Landrigan,  Frances  Ao    Entered  service   VII:2:1:2 

Party  in  honor  of   vn:3:19:2 

Lane,  Janice  G,     Entered  service   VII:12:2.*1 

Lane,  Lee,    Party  in  honor  of..  =   VII:8:2:2 

Lane,  Margaret.    North  End  Branch  Library,  puppet  show   VII:U:8:l 

Langdon,  Felicia  J.    Transferred   VII:12:2:2 

Lange,  Shilia  M, 

CARE  committee,  membership  on   VII:U:17 

thanks  from   VII:1:11:2 

Special  committee  on  personnel  morale,  comments  invited   VII:^:6:2 

report   VII:12:21 

Transferred   VII:  11: 8:1 

Langille,  Edna  Coffin  (Mrs).    Letter  from   VII:8:UJ1 

Lansing,  Marion.    BU  book  fair   VII:5sll:l 

MLA  mid-winter  meeting,  RTCL   VII:3:10:2 

Larsen,  Asger  Frokjaer.    Visitorso   VII:11:12:2 

Lawrence,  Milford.    MLA  annual  meeting   VII:6:11:1 

Lay,  Jean  B.    Best  wishes  for  speedy  recovery   VII:10:2:2 

Leahy,  Elsa  (Mrs).    MIA  mid-winter  meeting,  institutional  librar- 
ians group   VII:3:10:1 

Lehane,  Veronica  M.  (Mrs). 

CARE  book  fund  for  children   VII: 9:^:1 

CARE    ©omniittee,  thanks  from   VII:  1:11: 2 

Membership  and  hospitality  committee   VII:U:i6 

Special  coirmittee  on  personnel  morale,  comments  invited   VII:5*6:2 

report   VII:12:21 

Leigh,  Robert  (Dr).    ALA  pre-conf erence  highlights   VII:  7:8:2 

Lemon,  Carmella,    Entered  service*   VII:2:1:2 

Transferred   VII:10:3:1 

Lenzi,  Julia  A,    Entered  service   VII:6:1:2 

Transferred   VII:10:35l 

Leonard,  Delia  J,    Masterson,  Francis  B,  (Mr  and  Mrs),  testimo- 
nial dinner  in  honor  of   VII:U:lU:2 

Leonard, Esther  J, 

Hartzell,  Bertha  V,,  memorial  lecture  committee,  membership  on  VII:l4:17 

report   VII:10:U:2 

Leonard,  Marjorie  A.    Entered  service   VII: 2:1: 2 

Resigned   VII:6:1J2 

Transferred   711:3^1*2 

Lepie,  Frances  C.    Bon  voyage   VII:^:3:1 

Party  in  honor  of   VII-6:7:2 

Lerch,  John  S,    Entered  service   VII:2:1S2 

Leufgren,  Gertrude.    Party  in  honor  of.   VII:11:19:1 

Levine,  Marlene.    Golden,  Mary,  party  in  honor  of   VII: 11:11: 2 

Posters   VII:2:l6:2 

Levy,  Evelyn,    Ingersoll,  Fern,  letter  from  Paris   VII: 7:6:2 

Party  in  honor  of   VII:U'«5-2 

Welcomed  back.   VII:2:2:1 
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Lewis,  Margaret  Eo  (Mrs), 

Transferred   VII:12:2:2 

West  End  Branch  Library,  Camp  Fire  Girls'  activities...   VIlJ^:l6:l 

VIi:9:7:l 
VIItlO:12j2 

Children's  Museum  visits   111^9 '•1-2 

VII:11:20:1 

Lewis,  Pearl,    Lockhart,  Adelaide,  party  in  honor  of.   VII:11:17'2 

Simmons  College,  M.S   vn:7»2:l 

Lewis,William  R,    BPLPSA,  recording  secretary   VII:U:l6 

Censorship — Report  to  the  staff   VII:11:6 

VII:11:7 

Lewj-,  Kaethe  (Mrs),    Visitors   VII:6:3:2 

Librarian's  lament.    Schedule .making  difficulties  (Soap  Box)....  VII: 2: 21:1 

LIBRARIANA.    ALA  conference  casuals   VII: 7:11:2 

Libraries  I  visited  abroad.    Part  II.    Haraszti,  Zoltan   VII:1:5:1 

Library  Bill  of  Rights. 

Censorship — Report  to  the  staff   VII:11:1 

VII:  11:1; 

Library  of  Congress  subject  catalog:    An  evaluation.  Recent 

material  of  professional  interest   VII:6:6:2 

LIBRARY  JOURNAL.    Recent  material  of  professional  interest   VII:5illsl 

VII:12:8:1 

Library  objectives,  committee  on.    Report   VII:6:22 

Report,  corrections   VII: 7:5*2 

LIBRARY  QUARTERLY,  THE.    Recent  material  of  professional 

interest   VII:6:6:2 

Library  service  to  labor  groups.    ALA  conference   VII:8:8:2 

Library  trustees  entertain  region.    THE  MILTON  RECORD,  reprint 

from   VII:12:li:i 

Lilja,  Taiini  E.    Bon  voyage   VII:6:2:1 

Peck,  Edna  G,,  bon  voyage  party  hostess   VII:6:7*2 

Lindquist,  Jennie  D.  Mt.  Pleasant  Branch  Library,  book  week....  VII:12tl3'2 
Liptzin,  Sol  (Dr). 

Goldstein,  Fanny,  resolution  of  Jewish  Book  Council  of 

America   VII:11:9:2 

Jewish  book  month   VII:12:l5:l 

Littlefield,  Mary  Jo.    Married  to  Robert  L,  Silberman   VII:10:12il 

Party  in  honor  of   VII: 8: 2:2 

Transferred   VII:1:2:1 

VII:5»1J2 

Lockhart,  Adelaide  B,    Concession  committee   VII:U:17 

Party  in  honor  of   VII:11:17:2 

Resigned   VII:11:8:1 

Lorant,  Stefan,    Human  relations  book  fair,  first   VII:10:l:2 

Lord,  Milton  E, 

ALA  pre-conference  highlights   VII:  7-10:1 

BPL,  gifts  to— first  centenary   VII:5:9:2 

megascope   VII:12:ii:2 

money   VII:5:95  2 

BFLQCC,  luncheon   VII:12:5:2 

Back  Bay  Association  meeting   VII:10:8:1 

BOSTON  SUNDAY  POST   VII:  2: 1^:1 

First  Aid,  second  and  third  classes,  graduation  exercises....  VII :$: 20:1 

French  prints,  contemporary,  exchange  exhibition  opening   VII:10?6;1 

Jamaica  Plain  Branch  Library,  Friends  of,  first  meeting   VII:5:lh:2 

Masterson,  Francis  B,,  dinner  in  honor  of   VII:5:10:1 

McDonald,  Patrick  F.,  bon  voyage   VII :5: 3:1 
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Lord,  Milton  E,  (Continued). 

Open  Shelf  Denartment  and  Audio-Visual  Center,  appreciation  of 

work  by  staff   VII :2: 19 si 

Open  Shelf  Department,  Children's  Section,  opening  of   VII:12:5!l 

Refreshments  at  Library  functions   VII:2:l8:2 

SLA, Boston  Chapter,  meeting  at  BPL   VII:10:12:2 

Lord,  Milton  E.  (Mr  and  Mrs),    BPLEBA  fiftieth  anniversary 

banquet   VII  :5: 20: 2 

Lord, Robert  H,    BPL  trastee,  resigned   VII:11:17:2 

Loughlin,  Grace  B,  (Mrs), 

Lord,  Milton  E. ,  letter  of  appreciation   VII: 2:19x1 

Open  Shelf  Department  opening  (Soap  Box)..   VII:l:l6:2 

SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  meeting  at  BPL   VII:10:12:2 

Loughlin,  Joseph  A,    Retired   VII:6:i:2 

Loughnan,  Catherine,    Blute,  Mary,  wedding  of   VII:7:3:1 

Loveman.  Amy.    ALA  conference  highlights.,   VII:7:12:2 

Lovett,  Dorothy  M,  (Mrs). 

Hartzell,  Bertha  V.  memorial  lecture  committee,  membership  on,  VII:U»17 

report   VII:10:5:1 

Hartzell,  Bertha  V.  Memorial  lecture,  second   VII:U:6:2 

Lovett,  Robert  W,    SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  editor   VII:10:6:2 

Lovett,  Robert  (Mr  and  Mrs),    Bon  voyage   VII:U:Ii:2 

Lowell,  Martin.    Recent  material  of  professional  interest   VII:6:5:2 

Lucchesi,  Agnes  C,    Entered  service   VII: 2:1:2 

Sliney,  Edith  M.,  wedding  of   VII: 7: 3: 2 

Ludington,  Flora  B, 

Hartzell,  Bertha  V,  memorial  lecture  committee,  report   VII:10:U:2 

Hartzell,  Bertha  v.,  memorial  lecture,  second,   VII:U56:1 

VIi:U:6:2 
VII:5:7-1 

Hartzell,  Bertha  V,,  memorial  lecture,  second  (President's 

Notes)   VII:5:9:1 

Luke,  Robert,    AEA  of  Massachusetts,  organization  meeting   VII:2:10:2 

Lyman,  Anne,    Neponset  Branch  Library,  doll  exhibit....,   VII:12:lU:l 

Lynch,  James  (Mrs).    Murphy,  Margaret,  wedding  of   VII: 8:1: 2 

Lynch,  Joseph  (Mr  and  Mrs).    Son:    Richard,   VII:1:3'1 

Lynch,  Mary  Z.    Bon  voyage   VII:8:3:1 

Lyons,  Irene  Bixler  (Mrs),    Daughter:    Kathleen  ,   VII:11:8:2 

Lyons,  Mary  E,    Engaged  to  Wallace  A.  Herrington   VII:1:2:1 

Married  to  Wallace  A,  Herrington   VII :5: 2:1 

Party  in  honor  of  ,   VII:U;7:2 

Lyons,  Richard,    Open  Shelf  Department  opening   VII:1:13:1 

MLA  BULLETIN.    American  Heritage  project,  by  Muriel  C,  Javelin,.,  VII:8:3:2 

MacDonald,  May  C.    CARE  committee   VII:U:17 

MacFadden,  Priscilla  S.    NOTES,  Fine  Arts  Department  bulletin..,.  VII:3:l8:2 

MacKay,  Donald  (Mr  and  Mrs).    Daughter:     Carol  Anne   VII:8:2:1 

Macmillan,  Leonard  J,    SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  executive  board   VII:10:6:2 

SLA,  membership  appeal   VII:1:9j1 

MacWilliam,  Marion  D.  (Mrs),    Resigned   VII:12:2:2 

Magner,  George,    Neponset  Branch  Library,  hobby  show   VII;3:19:1 

Maguire,  Beatrice  B,    Alumnae  tea,  fifth   VII:10:U:1 

Maguire,  Mary  F.    Married  to  William  D,  Scanlon   VII:2:35l 

VII:3:l:2 

Mahoney,  Margaret  L,    Entered  service   VII:  12: 2:1 

Mahmoud,  Hassan  (Dr)  ,    Visitors   VII:10:2:2 

Mahoney,  Gerard  J,    Entered  service   VII:11:8:1 

Maiers,  William  C,    Hayes,  Christine,  party  in  honor  of   VII:11;10:1 

Maizell,  Robert  E,    Recent  material  of  professional  interest   VII: 11:1 
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Mann,  Ralph  H,    Season's  greetings  to  those  on  the  sick  list,.,.  VII:12:2:2 

Manning,  Anna,    CLA,  dues  reminder   VII:  10:6; 2 

Manning,  Thomas  J,    Back  Bay  Association  meeting   VII:10:8:1 

Membership  and  hospitality  committee   VII:ii:l6 

Take  a  bow   VII:  12: 3:2 

Visit  to  West  coast   VII: 7:3^1 

Mannix,  Mary  T.    Haviland,  Virginia,  luncheon  in  honor  of   VII:3s7!2 

Manthorne,  H.  Jane^ 

Censorship  letter  commended  (Soap  Box)  .,  VII:10Jl6:l 

Censorship  letter  opposed  (Soap  Box)  »  VIl!lO:l6:2 

Controversial  books  in  BPL;  answer  to  article  in  BOSTON  SUN- 
DAY POST  (Soap  Box)  »  c   VII:9:9S1 

RTLYA,  fall  meeting   VII:ll:l5:2 

Transferred   VII:2<2:1 

Many  minds  better  than  one.    Recent  material  of  professional  in- 
terest  VII:6:5:2 

Marcoiix,  Alice  A,  (Mrs).    Entered  service   VII:6:1:2 

Resigned   VIT:10:3:l 

Marden,  Edward  R.,  Company.    J^leston  Square  Branch  Library, 

contract  awarded   VII: 8:12: 2 

Margolis,  Macy,    Entered  service   VII:  7:1:2 

Markel,  Lester,    ALA  pre-conference  highlights   VII: 7:10:1 

Markus,  Lawrence  (Mr  and  Mrs).    Daughters    Sylvia  Lois   VII:1J3:1 

Marriages.    Bartalini,  Colomba,  to  Rino  Gnesi   VII:10:5:1 

Blute,  Mary  A.,  to  S.  Duane  LaFollette   VII: 7: 2:1 

Donahue,  Ellen  Marie,  to  Eugene  N,  Guiney,  Jr   VTI:8:2:1 

Figenbaum,  Muriel  C,,  to  Walter  Robinson   VII:l4.:2:2 

Friedman,  Lillian  L, ,  to  Sidney  Topol   VII:1:2:2 

Frye,  Harriet  E.,  to  Douglas  Heath   VII:7:2:1 

Harris,  Robert  J,,  to  Sophie  F.  Leskewiez   VII:6:2:2 

Hegarty,  Mary  L, ,  to  Richard  Eugene  Malany   VII: 9:1:2 

VII:9:2:l 

Hoffman,  Phyllis  M,,  to  Jeremiah  A,  Falvey,  Jr   VII: 3:1:2 

Littlefield,  Mary  Jo.,  to  Robert  L.  Silberman  ,,  VII:  10: 12:1 

Maguire,  MaryF.,  to  William  D,  Scanlon   VII:3:1:2 

Mdfehon,  Helen  R, ,  to  John  W,  MacDougall   VII:  2: 2:1 

Murphy,  Margaret,  to  Robert  J,  Bowdring   VII: 6 :1s 2 

O'Brien,  Mary  Elizabeth,  to  William  R,  Fox   VII:11:8:2 

Pineo,  Marie  J.,  to  Blair  M.  Benner   VII:6:3sl 

VII:7:2:l 

Richardson,  Jean,  to  Herman  T,  Silvus,  III   VII:11:8:2 

Russell,  Bernadette,  to  John  J.  0' Callahan   VII :6: 2:2 

Shine,  Gloria,  to  Gerald  Seidenberg   VII:7»2:1 

Sliney,  Edith  M. ,  to  Julius  J,  Trocki   VII:7s2:l 

Vaison,  Eileen  T.,  to  Paul  W.  M=Gillicuddy   VII: 3:2:2 

Martin,  Lowell,    ALA  pre-conference  highlights   VII: 7:8:2 

Martino,  Isabel  M,    Christmas  tea  committee.   VII:12j22 

Marzilli,  Elaine  (Mrs),    Party  in  honor  of   VII: 7:^:1 

Resigned   VII:7:2:1 

Massachusetts  Library  Association, 

Annual  meeting  reports   VII :6: 9:1 

Fall  meeting  announced   VII:11:17:1 

Fall  meeting  reports   VII:12:9:1 

Mid-winter  meeting.    Announced   VII :1: 2:1 

Calendar  of  events   VII:2:3:2 

Reminder   VII:2:lU:2 

Reports   VII:  3^8:1 

Massachusetts  School  of  Art,    Meeting  of  junior  class  in  Little 

Theater   VII  :3:^:  2 


Masterson,  Francis  B, 

BPLSBA  fiftieth  anniversary  banquet   VII:5:20:2 

BPLQCC,  luncheon   VII;  12:5: 2 

Honored  at  dinner   VII:5:10:1 

Vforman,  Curt  (Dr),  reception  in  honor  of   VII:l:lU:l 

Masterson,  Francis  B,  (Mr  and  Mrs),    Testimonial  dinner  in  honor 

of  ,   VII:It:lU:2 

Mathews,  Mildred  (Mrs),    ALA  pre-conf erence  highlights   VII: 7:9^2 

Mattapan  Branch  Library, 

aiN'S  MUTm,  request  for   VII:5:15j1 

Exhibits— Baffin  Island,   VII:8:ll:l 

Bookplates  of  Jewish  interest,   VII:12:13:1 

Fine  paid  in  pennies,   VII:10:11:1 

"Gems"   VII:8:lii:2 

Grolier  Society  bookmobile  ,   VII:9;6:1 

Maypole  party   VII:6:lii:l 

Note  from  fifth-grade  borrower   VII:  12: 13:1 

Fre-school  storyhours,  value  of   VII:956:1 

Mattison,  Hugh,    Vest  End  Branch  Library,  summer  reading  club 

awards   VII  :9: 7-2 

Maxson,  Donna  C,  (Mrs),    Entered  service  ,  VII:12:2:1 

Maxwell,  Clara.    Alumnae  tea,  fifth   VII:10:ii:i 

Maxwell,  Doris,    MLA  mid-winter  meeting,  Boston-Cqmbridge  Chapter 

of  Music  Librarians   VII:3Jlls2 

Mayer,  Margurita.    West  End  poetry  group   VII :3s 20 il 

McAuliffe,  Thomas,    Franklin  Medal,  High  School  of  Commerce   VII:6:l:2 

McCafferty,  John,    Book  selection  policy  committee  (President's 

Notes)   VII:12:7:2 

McCarthy,  Anne  E,    Christmas  tea  committee  •  VII:  12: 22 

McCarthy,  Cecilia  M.  (Mrs), 

Charlestown  Branch  Library  anecdote   VII:ll:l8:2 

Masterson,  Francis  B,  (Mr  and  Mrs),  testimonial  dinner  in 

honor  of   VII:hjlii:2 

McCarthy,  Maureen  T.    Entered  service   VII:8:1J1 

McCarty,  Irene  M,    Entered  service  .,  VII:U:1«2 

McCauley,  Amelia.    Morgan,  Margaret  A,,  hostess.   VII:12:12:2 

McCloskey,  Stephen  E,    Workers'  Educational  Labor-Social  program,  VIIs^jUsI 

McCord,  David.    BU  book  fair   VII:5:10:2 

McCusker,  Honor,    Bouquet,  Marjorie  G,  (Mrs^,    bon  voyage   VII:9:2:2 

Wright,  Elizabeth  L,  (Mrs),    bon  voyage   VII:7:2:2 

McDiarmid,  E,  W,    ALA  pre-conf  erence  highlights  ,   VII:  7:10:1 

McDonald,  Joseph  (Mrs).    Morgan,  Margaret  A,,  hostess   VII:12:12:2 

McDonald,  Mary,    Bon  voyage   Tll'.^i^:! 

McDonald,  Mary  C.  (Mrs).    Resigned   VII:2:1:2 

McDonald,  May, 

CARE,  ALA  conference  sidelights   VII: 7:11:2 

CARE  comjnittee,  thanks  from   VII:1:11:2 

CARE,  New  England  committee,  letter  from   VII:1:10:2 

Nominating  committee  •  VII: 8: 12: 2 

McDonald,  Patrick  F.    Bon  voyage   VII:5:3'1 

McDonough,  Eamon  E, 

BPLPSA  business  meeting.  May  23,  conducting  of  (Soap  Box)   VII:6:20:2 

BPLFSA,  president   VII:U:l6 

Candy  sales  discontinued,  correspondence   VII:2:li»l 

Censorship — report  to  the  staff   VII:  11:1 

VII:11:6 

Hartzell,  Bertha  V,,  memorial  lecture,  second   VII;5:7:1 

Masterson,  Francis  B,,  dinner  in  honor  of   VII: ^^lOH 
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McDonough,  Eamon  E,  (Continued). 

President's  Notes  rejected  (Soap  Box)   VII:6:15j1 

Salary  payment  by  check  (President's  Notes),.   VII:2:6:1 

VII:3:5:1 

Soap  Box,  answer  to  May  letters  (Soap  Box)   VII:6:l6:2 

Sunday  closing— article  in  BOSTON  GLOBE  (Soap  Box)  1  VII:55l8:2 

2  VII:5:1951 

TIME,  letter  and  answers  in   VIi:9:U:2 

McDonough,  Eamon  E.  (Mr  and  Mrs).    Son:    David  Owen   VII:3s2:l 

McDonough,  Fhebe  (Mrs).    Hayes,  Christine,  party  in  honor  of   VII:11:10:1 

McDonough,  Mary  M.    Welcomed  back   711:8:3^1 

Welcomed  home  from  hospital   VII:6:2:2 

McGah,  Helen  M.  (Mrs).    Entered  service   VII:2:1:2 

Resigned   VII:10:35l 

McGarr,  Kitty  (Mrs).    Hayes,  Christine,  party  in  honor  of   VII: 11: 10:1 

McGee,  Marjorie  A,    Resigned   VII:5:2:1 

McGillicuddy,  Eileen  (Mrs).    Bowling  League,  annual  banquet   VII :5: 6:1 

Resigned   VII:5:2:1 

McGillicuddy,  Paul  W,    Christmas  greetings  from   VII:  1:12: 2 

Married  to  Eileen  T.  Wilson   VII: 3:  2:2 

McGovern,  Margaret  I.    Alumnae  tea,  fifth   VII:10:U:1 

Best  wishes  for  speedy  recovery   VII:2:2:1 

Living  in  Florida   VII:  10:^:1 

Cut  of  hospital;  now  at  Hotel  Bellevue....  VII:7:l6:2 

Retired   VII:55U:1 

McGurk,  Louise  L,  (Mrs).    Transferred   VII:U:2:1 

McLoughlin,  Elizabeth.    Transferred   VII:12:2:2 

McMahon,  Helen  R.    Married  to  John  W.  MacDougall   VII: 2: 2:1 

McManus,  Florence.    Welcomed  back   VII:2:2:1 

McManus,  Madeline  B.    Bookmobile  II   VII: 2:12:2 

Christmas  tea  committee   VII:  12: 22 

Entertainment  committee,  membership  on   VII:U:l6 

thanks  from   VII:5j8:2 

McNiff,  Philip.    MLA  annual  meeting   VII:6:12:1 

McShane,  Elizabeth  H,    In  memoriam   VII: 3: 17:1 

Wintering  in  Florida   VII:1:3'1 

Medalia,  Leon  S.  (Dr).    V/ormann,  Curt  (Dr),  reception  in  honor  of  VII:l:13s2 

Medary,  Marjorie.    BU  book  fair   VII:5sll:l 

Meehan,  Constance.    Blute,  Mary,  wedding  of   VII: 7:3:1 

Megascope.    Gifts  to  BPL   VII:12:ii:2 

Melcher,  Frederick. 

Hewins,  Caroline  M.,  lecture,  fifth   VII:12:11:1 

Newbery-Caldecott  awards,  ALA  conference   VII:8:9:2 

Men's  house  committee.    Christmas  coffee  hour.  (Soap  Box)   VII:1:1^:1 

Metcalf,  Keyes  D.    MLA  mid-vrinter  meeting,  college  group   VII:35  9:2 

Metcalf,  Louisa  S.    Library  objective  committee,  membership  on...  VII:U:17 

report  of   VII:,6:?3 

60  plus  activities  show  ,   VII:5:12:1 

Michelson,  Ruth.    Hayes,  Christine,  and  Kelley,  Frances,  party  in 

honor  of...   VII: 8. 2:1 

Military  service,    Ferris,  Robert  F   VII:3:1:2 

Hanson,  Charles   VII:5:l:2 

O'Neil,  B.  Joseph,  return  from   VII:10:3:1 

Sheehan,  David  T   VII:^:1:2 

Miller,  Julia  L.  (Mrs).    Bookmobile  II   VII: 2:12: 2 

Luncheon  guest  of  Fanny  Goldstein   VII:U:^:1 

Transferred  •. ..  VII:  2:2:1 

Miller,  Merle.    ALA  pre-conf erence  highlights   VII: 7: 10:1 

Millmeister,  Rebecca.    Bon  voyage..   VII:ii:U:2 
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Minimuin  library  salary  standards  for  19^2,    ALA  mid-winter 

meeting   VIl:2:5s2 

Miraldi,  Louise  F,    Entered  service   VII:12:2:1 

Mission  to  Paris.    By  Arthor  W.  Heintzelman.    Part  I   VI1:2:8:2 

Part  II   VII:3tl3:l 

Molloy,  Anne  (Mrs).    MLA  mid-winter  meeting,  RTCL   7110:10:2 

Moloney,  Francis  X. 

Back  Bay  Association  meeting   VII:10:8:1 

Division  of  Business  Operations,  answer  to  criticisms  of 

custodians  and  Supply  Room  personnel  (Soap  Box)   VII:8:l5:2 

First  Aid,  second  and  third  classes,  graduation  exercises.,...  VII:5:20:1 

Jamaica  Plain  Branch  Library,  Friends  of,  first  meeting   VII:5:lUs2 

MLA  fall  meeting   711:12:10*2 

Welcomed     VII:1:U:2 

Monroe,  Margaret,    ALA  pre-conference  highlights  •   VII:  7: 9 '2 

Montagne,  Leo  H,    ALA  pre-conference   VII:8j6:2 

Mooers,  James  P,    Back  Bay  Association  meeting   VII:10:8»1 

Moorachian,  Rose,    Transferred   VII:Ui2:l 

Moore,  Therese  A.  (Mrs).    Resigned   VII: 2:1 '.2 

Mordvinoff,  Nicolas. 

Newbery-Caldecott  awards,  ALA  conference   VII:8:9:2 

Morello, Robert.    West  End  Branch  Library,  summer  reading  club 

awards   VII:9:7:2 

Morgan,  Dorothea  (Mrs),    Fire  prevention  week   VII:10:7:2 

Morgan,  Jessie  (Mrs).    Morgan,  Margaret  A.,  hostess   VII:12:12:2 

Pec'-^,  Edna  G.,  bon  voyage  party  hostess. . .  VII:6:7:2 

Welcomed  home   VII: 7: 2: 2 

Morgan,  Margaret  A.    BPLFSA,  fall  meeting   VII:  10: 20 

Bon  voyage  ,  VII:5:3'1 

Dorchester  Branch  Library,  party  for  staff.,  VII:12:12:2 

Party  in  honor  of   VII:U:5:2 

Peck,  Edna  G.,  bon  voyage  party  hostess   VII:6i7:2 

Program  committee   VII:U:l6 

Tanck,  Elizabeth,  party  in  honor  of   VII:5:li4:l 

We^ccudd  home   VII:  7:  2:2 

Moritz,  Jean  A.    Entered  service   VII:11:8:1 

Morris,  Charles  R.    NECBC  meeting   VIi:5:6»2 

Morrison,  Hyman  (Dr  and  Mrs),    Wormann,  Curt  (Dr),,  reception  in 

honor  of   VII:l:lii:l 

i-iorse,  Carrie  L.    Alumnae  tea,  fifth   VII:lo:U:i 

Morse,  Marianne,    Bon  voyage   VII:7:2:2 

Resigned   VII:9:2il 

Simmons  College,  M.S.,..,   VII:7:2:1 

Mortimer,  Lee.    U.S.A.  CO^sTIDENTIAL   VII:3:18:1 

Mt.  Bowdoin  Branch  Library,    Summer  reading  club  costume  party,,,  VII:9:6:1 

Mt.  Pleasant  Branch  Library.    Book  week  activities   VII:  12:13:1 

Moynihan,  Paul  V, 

BFL  trustees— resolutions  on  Sunday  service  and  inequities  in 

pay  of  full-time  sub-professional  assistants,  presented  to.  VII:8:12:2 

3PLPSA,  executive  board   Vll:l4:l6 

Recent  material  of  professional  interest   VII :6: 7:1 

VII:12t8:2 

SORT— BPLPSA  delegate  to  annual  convention   VII:6:U:2 

Mroz,  Mary,    Harris,  Robert  J.,  wedding  of   VII:6:2t2 

Muckensturm,  Matthew,    In  memoriam   VII:8'U:2 

Muehl,  Ernest  W,    MLA  annual  meeting   VII:6tlO:i 

Muldoon,  Katharine  F,    Best  wishes  for  speedy  recovery   VII:1:3:2 

In  memoriam   VII:6:12fl 
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Mulloney,  William  J,    BPLEBA  fiftieth  anniversary  banquet   VII:^t20:2 

Christmas  tea   VII :1:2s 2 

Davis,  Orlando  C,  party  in  honor  of   VII:3*2:2 

Welcomed  home  from  hospital   VII:6:2:2 

Mulvaney,  Mary  E,    Best  wishes  for  speedy  recovery   VII:11:8:2 

Season's  greetings  to  those  on  the  sick  list  VII:12:2:2 

Thanks  for  cards,  etc   VII:12:3:2 

Mummendey,  Richard  (Dr),    Visitors   VII:11:12:2 

Munn,  Ralph,    ALA  pre-conference  highlights   VII:  7:10:1 

Munsterberg,  Margaret, 

The  bubble  reputation,  peom  in  THE  CHURCHMAN   VII:  7:6:1 

Have  books  been  discovered? — A  vacation  meditation   VII:9:ii:l 

Murchy,  Eugene,    Murphy,  Margaret,  wedding  of  «  VII:8:lJ2 

Murphy,  Helen  K.    BPLQCC  luncheon   VII:  12:^x2 

Entered  servi ce   VII :  11 : 8 : 1 

Murphy,  Helen  S.    Transferred   VII:12:2:2 

Murphy,  Leo,    Murphy,  Mary  (Mrs),  resignation  ,  VII:9i3*l 

Murphy,  Margaret  J,    Ehgaged  to  Robert  J,  Bowdring   VII:1:2:1 

Party  in  honor  of   VII:8:2:2 

Resigned   VII:9J2:1 

Wedding   VII:8:1:2 

Murphy,  Mary  (Mrs),    Farewell  letter  to,   VII:10:10:1 

Resigned   VII:  9  •'3:1 

Murphy,  Mary  Abigail.    Murphy,  Mary  (Mrs),  resignation   VII:9:3:1 

Murtagh,  Patrick  0, 

Masterson,  Francis  B.  (Mr  and  Mrs),  testimonial  dinner  in 

honor  of   VII:U:lU:2 

Men's  house  committee..,.,   VII;U:l6 

Myers,  Francis.    BPLEBA  fiftieth  anniversary  banquet   VII:5:20:2 

Myers,  Kurtz,    Visitors   VII:7:U:2 

Nagle,  Mary  F.  (Mrs),    Resigned   VII:  1:1: 2 

Sliney,  Edith  M,,  party  in  honor  of   VII:7:5'1 

shower  in  honor  of..,.  VII:5:2:2 

Nason,  Howard,    Back  Bay  Association  meeting   VII:10:8:1 

NATIONAL  ELEMENTARY  PRINCIPAL,    Recent  material  of  professional 

interest   VII:^:11:2 

National  Shawmut  Bank,    Exhibit  on  silver  dollar — "illustra- 
tions through  the  courtesy  of  the  Boston  Public  Library",,.,  VII:8:U:1 

Neilan,  Basilla,    Human  relations  book  fair,  first   VII:10:1:2 

Nelson,  Truman,     South  End  Branch  Library,  Negro  History  Week,.  VII:2:17'2 

TV— THE  SIN  OF  THE  PROPHET   VII: 2:1^:1 

Neponset  Branch  Library.    Anniversary  celebration,  fifth   VII:12:li4.:l 

Exhibits— dolls   VII:12:lii:l 

Ireland   VII:3:1951 

Film  program   VII:10:17:1 

Hobby  show   VII: 3^19:1 

Summer  reading  club  party   VII:10:17J1 

Never  Too  Late  Group.    60  plus  activities,  show,  participation.  VII:5j12:1 

Radio   VII:ll:9:l 

New  England  Children's  Book  Clinic,    Luncheon  meeting   VII:^j652 

Newbery-Caldecott  awards,    ALA  conference   VII:8:9*2 

Newsom,  Louise  B.   (Mrs).    RTLYA,  fall  meeting   VII:11:15:2 

Newspaper  interviews.    Errors  (Soap  Box)   VII: 2: 20: 2 

Niland,  Margaret  (Mrs),    Hayes,  Christine,  party  in  honor  of...  VII:11:10:1 

Nitchie,  George  W.  (Mr  and  Mrs),    Daughter;     Catherine  Margaret  VII:10:3*2 

Nitchie,  Laura  W.  (Mrs),    Resigned   VII:12:2:2 

Noe,  Robert  A,  (Commander),    Film  festival,  second  annual   VII:5:9*2 

Nolan,  Thomas  J,    Entered  service   VII:12:2:1 

Norman,  Elizabeth  M,  (Mrs),    Resigned   VII:8:1:2 
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Noman,  John  J,    Kaufman,  Elizabeth,  wedding  of   VII:6:12:2 

North  End  Branch  Library, 

Puppet  show,  PINOCCHIO   VII  :U:  8:1 

Viguers,  Ruth  H,  (Mrs),  guest  storyteller   VII:U:8*1 

Norton,  Eliot,    MLA  mid-winter  meeting   VII:3!l2:2 

NOTES.    Fine  Arts  Department  bulletin   VII:3sl8*'2 

Nourse,  Dorothy  F, 

BPLPSA,  executive  board,  filling  vacancy  on  (Soap  Box)   VII:8:l6:2 

BPLPSA,  reception  for  officers   VII:3:7j1 

Da  it  for  book  worms,  in  WILSON  L^RARY  BULLETIN   Vn:3:17:2 

Book  selection  policy  committee  (President's  Notes)   VII:12:7«2 

East  Boston  Branch  Library,  Friends  of— gifts  from   VII:ll;l8:2 

Frye,  Harriet,  and  Mary  C.  Day,  party  in  honor  of   VII:6:8:1 

Gorez,  Luis  (Mrs),  dinner  in  honor  of   VII:7jU:1 

Hartzell,  Bertha  V,,  memorial  lecture,  second,.,   Vll'-^iT-l 

Holt,  Madalene  D,,  party  in  honor  of...   VII :6: 8*1 

Staff  Library  committee   VlltU^l? 

Tyler  Street  Reading  Room  opening,  refreshments  for  (Soap  Box)  VII:l:l6il 

Nyren,  Karl  E,    Entered  service  «,  VII:l:ls2 

Obear,  Elizabeth  J.  (Mrs),    BPLPSA,  fall  meeting   VII:10:20 

Program  committee   VII:Usl6 

Transferred   VII  :U:  2:1 

Obenauer,  Marjorie.A, 

Party  in  honor  of   VII :6: 7:1 

Season's  greetings  to  those  on  the  sick  list   VII:12:2:2 

Cboler,  Eli  M.    Recent  material  of  professional  interest   VII:12:8:1 

O'Brien,  Ethel  L,    Transferred   VII:12:2:2 

O'Brien,  Mary  Elizabeth.    Married  to  I'/illiam  R,  Fox   VII:ll:8t2 

O'Brien,  Regina  P,    Science  Fair,  second  prize   VII:U:Uj2 

O'Ceallaig,  Sean  T,    Gifts  to  BPL— THE  IRISH  REPUBLIC   Vn:12:U:l 

O'Connor,  Mildred  C. 

HOLYOKE  TRANSCRIPT -TELEGRAM— work  of  Cataloging  and  Classifi- 
cation Department   VII:8:i;:l 

SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  archivist   VII:10:6:2 

meeting  at  BPL   VII:10:12s2 

O'Connor,  William  (Reverend).    Wilson,  Eileen  T.,  wedding  of   VII: 3: 2:2 

Officers  and  Committees,  19^2   VII:i4:l6 

Okada,  Naro.    Visitors   VII:6:3*2 

O'Keefe,  David.    Best  wishes  for  speedy  recovery   Vll:3:2:2 

O'Keefe,  Jack.    Open  Shelf  Departrrent,  opening   VII:1:13:1 

Oko,  Dorothy  K.  (Mrs),    ALA  conference   VII:8:8:2 

Old  order  changeth.    Poem   VII:  11:1^:2 

O'Leary,  Timothy  F,  (Reverend),    Film  festival,  second  annual,,..  VII:^:10:i 

O'Loughlin,  John  M,    CLA  conference   VII:8:6:1 

O'Malley,  Mary  C,    Christmas  tea  committee   VII:12:22 

O'Neil,  3,  Joseph. 

Cotton,  David,  and  Richard  Gidez,  party  in  honor  of  ,,  VII:10:10:1 

Military  service   VII:10:3»1 

O'Neill,  James  A.  (Dr),    CLA  conference   VII:8:6:1 

O'Neill,  Mr,    BPLPSA,  constitution  change, legality  questioned 

(President's  Notes)   VII:12:7:2 

Open  Shelf  Department, 

BOSTON  SUNDAY  POST   VII:6:U:1 

Charging  desk,  no  stools  for  girls  at  counter  (Soap  Box)   VII:2:20:1 

VII:3:20:2 

Children's  section,  anecdote   VII:12:8:2 

opening   VII:12:5:1 

Lord,  Milton  E. ,  letter  of  appreciation   VII:  2:19*1 
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Open  Shelf  Department  (Continued). 

Opening,  disadvantages  and  mistakes  (Soap  Box)   VII:1:1752 

former  members  returned   VII:l!l3tl 

three  omissions  (Soap  Box)   VII:l:l6:l 

THE  PILOT   VII:2:15»2 

Osgood,  Ethel  L,    Radio— Never  Too  Late  Group   VII:11:9j1 

pagliuca,  Linda  M,    Entered  service   VII: 6:1: 2 

VII:7:l:2 

pahud,  George  M, 

Publications  committee  ,   VII:U:l6 

Soap  Box  contributions,  selection  of,  defended  (Soap  Box)   VII:9*8:2 

Pahud,  George  (Mr  and  Mrs),    Son:    Dean  Kingsbury   VII:6:2:1 

Paling,  Valerie.    SEG  reunion...,.   VII:1:3:2 

Pappas,  Helen  G, 

Engaged  to  Arthur  J.  F.  Sullivan   VII:11:8:1 

Salary  payment  by  check — newspaper  quote  by  "representative 

of  library"   VII:  2: 21:1 

Parker,  Dorothy  (Mrs).    RTCL,  March  meeting  announced...   Vll:3:2:l 

Parsons,  Elaine,    Married  to  Thomas  J.  Marzilli   VII:2:2:2 

PATHFUJDER'S  news.    Staff  to  visit  CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  MONITOR   VII:6:lU:2 

Pazol,  Gertrude.    Frye,  Harriet,  wedding  of   VII: 7:3:2 

Party  in  honor  of   VII:  7:^:1 

Resigned   VII:8:1:2 

Peck,  Edna  G, 

Bon  voyage  party,  hostess  ,  VII:6:7*2 

Book  Selection  Department  staff,  hostess  to   VII :6: 8:1 

CHRISTIAN  SCIEIJCE  MONITOR,  article  on  Book  Selection  Depart- 
ment  Vll:$:^t2 

East  Boston  Branch  Library,  Friends  of,  fall  meeting   VII:ll:l8  52 

Hayes,  Christine,  and  Frances  Kelley,  party  in  honor  of   VII :8: 2:1 

Hayes,  Christine,  party  in  honor  of   VII: 11:10: 2 

Human  relations  book  fair,  first   VII:10:l:l 

Kelley,  Prances  M,  (Mrs),  party  in  honor  of   VII:11:12j1 

Library  objectives  committee.   VII:U:17 

Library  objectives  committee,  report  of   VII:6:23 

Neponset  Branch  Library,  anniversary  celebration   VII:12:l]4.Jl 

North  Shore  Library  Club,  speaker  at  meeting   VII:5i5*l 

Phillips  Brooks  Branch  Library,  anniversary  party   VII:^tl5'2 

Publications  committee   VII:li:l6 

Roxbury  ^'fomen-in-Council,  book  review   VII:ii:Uil 

SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  meeting  at  BPL   VII:10:12:2 

^Dap  Box  contributions,  selection  of,  defended  (Soap  Box)   VII: 9:8: 2 

Peltier,  Euclid  J,    Entertairment  committee,  membership  on   VII:U:l6 

thanks  from   VII:5i8:2 

Transferred   vii:l:2»l 

Pepin,  Jeannette,      Bon  voyage   VII:8:3:1 

Golden,  Mary,  party  in  honor  of...   VII:11:11:2 

Party  in  honor  of   VII :^:  1^:2 

Resigned   VII:10:3:1 

Perry,  J,  W.  (Professor),    ALA  pre-conference   VII:8:8:i 

Personnel.    Liberal  policy:    answer  to  letter  (Soap  Box)   VII:3:20:2 

Personnel  aiorale,  special  committee  on. 

Comments  invited  ,   VII:$:6'2 

VII :6: 21:1 

In  process  of  formation;  comments  invited  (President's  Notes).  VII:3:5'2 

Report   VII:  12: 19 

Thanks  for  report  (President's  Notes)   VII:12:7:2 

Personnel  Office.    Business  Office,  exchange  of  posms   VII:9*2x2 
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Peterson,  Ellen.    Neponset  Branch  Library,  anniversary 

celebration   VII:12»lli:l 

Phillips  Brooks  Branch  Library, 

Hallowe'en  party.   VII:11:19:1 

Music  appreciation  group   VII»6:lU>2 

?ATHP"INDER>S  ND/^S,  staff  to  visit  CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  MONITOR...  VIl:6:lU:2 

Pre-school  children,  parties  for»   ¥11:^:15^2 

Phillips  Brooks  Branch  Library,  Friends  of. 

Anniversary  party   VII:5sl5*2 

V/igglesworth,  Richard,  Congressman,  visit  of   VII:10!ll:2 

Phillips,  Edna,    MLA  annual  meeting   VII:6:11:2 

Fhumin,  Frances.    NECBC  meeting,   VII:5:6:2 

Phyla ctopoutos,  G.  S,  (Dr),    Visitors   VII:1:U:2 

Piciulo,  Palmira.    Masterson,  Francis  B.   (Mr  and  Mrs),  testimo- 
nial dinner  in  honor  of   VII:UtlLii2 

Pierce,  Sheila  W. 

Christmas  tea  committee...   VII:  12: 22 

Special  committee  on  personnel  morale,  comments  invited   VII :^ 56s 2 

report   VII:12:21 

Welcomed  back   VII: 3:18:1 

Pilchik,Ely  E.  (Rabbi),    ^^est  End  Branch  Library,  Jewish  book 

month   VII:12:lU:2 

PILOT,  THE, 

Bible  collection   VII:2:l5:l 

Open  Shelf  Department   VII: 2:1^:2 

Print  Department   VII: 2: 1^:1 

Sunset  paint — the  lemcn  that  became  a  life  saver,  by  William 

J.  Ourney   VII:8:3:2 

Pineo,  Marie  J. 

Bookmobile  II   VII: 2: 12 J 2 

Entertainment  committee,  membership  on..   VII:U:l6 

thanks  from   VII: 5:8:2 

Hartzell,  Bertha  V.,  memorial  lecture  committee,  report   VII:lO:5*l 

Hartzell,  Bertha  V.  memorial  lecture,  second   VII:5:8j2 

Herrick,  Geraldine  So  (Mrs),  party  in  honor  of   VIl:5:l5:2 

Married  to  Blair  M,  Benner   VII:6:3»1 

VII:7:2:1 

Party  in  honor  of   VII:l4:5'2 

Transferred   VIl:2t2:l 

Pitcher,  Gladys,    TV— Bookbuilders  of  Boston   VII:7:5:2 

PLEASURES  OF  PUBLISHING,    Anecdote  from   VII:ll:l6:l 

Policy,  application  of.    Answer  by  Supervisor  of  personnel  (Soap 

Box)   VII:U:13:2 

Policy  changes.    More  notice  and  consultation  with  staff  organi- 
zations suggested  (Soap  Box)   VII: 2: 20:1 

VII:2:20:2 

Polishook,  Louis, 

BPLFSA,  constitution  change,  legality  questioned  (President's 

Notes)   VII:12:7:2 

BFLFSA,  treasurer   VII:U:l6 

Fopp,  Helen  M,  (Mrs),    Publications  committee  ,  VII:U:l6 

Resigned   VII:8:1:2 

Popular  song.    Found  on  the  Editor's  desk   ¥11:12:5^2 

Porter,  Miriam  F.  (Mrs),    Resigned   VII:3:1:2 

Poster  paper.    Paid  for  by  branch  and  children's  librarians 

(Soap  Box)   VII  :3:  22:1 
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Fosters.    BPLFSA,  reception  for  officers  

Christmas  tea  

Elie,  Rudolph — The  Boston  Symphony  in  Europe  

Hartzell,  Bertha  V,,  memorial  lecture,  second  

Povah,  Charles  D,    Masterson,  Francis  B,  (Mr  and  Mrs),  testimo- 
nial dinner  in  honor  of*  

Powers,  Frederick  F,  Resigned  

Freer,  Bette  (Mrs),    CARE  committee,  thanks  from,....  

Mt.  Pleasant  Branch  Library,  book  week  

SORT,  BPLPSA  delegate  to  annual  convention,. 

Pre-school  story  hour,    Mattapan  Branch  Library  

presente,  Mildred, 

Bon  voyage  luncheon  in  honor  of  

Neponset  Branch  Library,  doll  exhibit  

summer  reading  club  party,  

President's  Notes  


President's  Notes,    Rejected  as  such  (Soap  Box)  

Print  Department, 

Exhibits  loaned  to  National  Shawmut  Bank  of  Boston,  and  Ros- 
well  Museum,  Roswell,  New  Mexico   

THE  PILOT  

Promotions, 

Division  of  Reference  and  Research  Services  (Soap  Box)  

Interpretation  of  qualifications  (Soap  Box)  

Point  system  (Soap  Box)  ,2 

1 
1 
1 
1 

Point  system--answer  by  Supervisor  of  Personnel  (Soap  Box),,.. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES,    Recent  material  of  professional  interest  

Public  relations  is  a  state  of  mind.    Recent  material  of  profes- 
sional interest,  

Public  service  awards,    Filene's  exhibition  , 

Publications  committee, 

Kingman,  Marion  C,,  citation  

1951  committee  bows  out  

19^2  committee  begins  duties  (Editorial)  ,. 

Season's  greetings  to  staff,,..  

Soap  Box  contributions,  selection  of,  defended  (Soap  Box)  

questioned  (Soap  Box) . , . 

Soap  Box  policy  (Editorial).....  

PUBLISHERS'  'iifEEKLY,  Recent  material  of  professional  interest,... 
Puglisi,  Pauline  (Mrs). 

Special  cormittee  on  personnel  morale,  comments  invited..  

Putnam,  Robert  C.  (Dr) ,    SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  personnel  institute 

panel  

Query  and  reply.    (Soap  Box)  

QUESTION  MARK,  THE, 

ALA  conference  (Editorial)  


VII:2:23 
VII:12: 22 
VIi:iO-20 
VII:U:l8 

VII:U:lht2 

VII:10:3Jl 

VII:l:ll:2 

VII:12:13:2 

VII:6:li;2 

VII:U:8:l 

VII:9i652 

VII:12:lIt:l 

VII:10:i7:l 

VII:l:U»l 

VII:2:6:1 

VII:3-U>2 

VII:li:6:2 

VII:8:11:2 

VII:llrl3»l 

VII:12:7:2 

VII:12:l8:l 

VII:6:15:1 


VII:ifcl2:2 
VII:2:15:1 

VII:U:10:2 

VII:3:21:l 

VII:U:952 

VII :U: 10:1 

VII:U:10:2 

VII:5:17:1 

Vll:6;19:l 

VII:6:l6:2 

VII:6:5:2 

VII 11: 2 
VII:l:12:2 

VII:3:3*.l 

VII:l:19-2 

VII:2:l:l 

VII:12:2:1 

VII:9:8:2 

VII:9:8:l 

VII:7:i:i 

VII:12:8:2 

VII:5:6:2 

VII:U:U:l 
VII:1:15:2 

VII:«:1:1 
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QUESTION  MARK,  THE.  (Continued). 

ALA  conference  sidelights   VII J  7 sH' 2 

Canpbell,  M,  Therese,  note  of  appreciation   VII:ll:l6:l 

Contributions  ($6,00)  from  alumnae   VII:10:U!2 

Contributors,  obligations  of  (Soap  Box)   VII :U:  11:1 

Quinn,  William  F,    Best  wishes  for  speedy  recovery   VIl!l0:2:2 

Season's  greetings  to  those  on  the  sick  list.,  VII:12:2:2 

Quint,  Janet  R,  (Mrs),    Open  Shelf  Department  opening   VII:1:13j1 

Re-entered  service   VIl!l2  5  25  2 

Radio.    Bradstreet,  Harry  S, — Never  Too  Late  Group   VII:  11: 9:1 

Gabriel,  Nell— Never  Too  Late  Group   VII:  11: 9-1 

Goldstein,  Fanny- -Jevrish  book  month   VII:12:7:1 

Liggett 's  program   VII :8: 1^:1 

Women  in  local  government,   VII :5: 5^2 

Gordon,  Elizabeth  M.— children' s  Section   VII:12:7*'l 

Heintzelman,  Arthur  W* — Contemporary  French  prints   VII:6:12:2 

Hirson,  Helen  F.  (Mrs) — ^Never  Too  Late  Group   VII:  11: 9:1 

Jones,  Eleanor — V/omen  in  local  government   VII:5:^:2 

Osgood,  Ethel  L, --Never  Too  Late  Group   VII:11:9:1 

Rahilly,  Maurice  F,    Parties  in  honor  of   VII: 11:18:1 

VII:12:6:l 

Resigned   VII:12:2:2 

SORT,  BFLPSA  delegate  to  annual  convention,.  VII:6:U!2 

SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  meeting  at  BPL   VII: 10:12:2 

Transferred   VII:1:2:1 

Rains,  Louis. 

Answer  to  letter  signed  "Geoffrey"  (Soap  Box)   VII:  7:16:2 

Centennial  committee,   VII:1|'17 

Civil  Defense,  Medical  and  Health  Division,  all-day  session...  VII:10:12:2 

First  Aid,  instructors'  course,  graduation  exercises   VII: 3:16"^ 

First  Aid,  second  and  third  classes,  graduation  exercises   VII:5:2Qj5. 

Rahilly,  Maurice,  party  in  honor  of   VII:ll:l8:l 

Rains,  Louis  (Mr  and  Mrs) a    Party  in  honor  of   VII: 12: 6:1 

Rea,  I'lary  A.    CLA,  fall  meeting,  announcement  of   VII:  10*6: 2 

SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  publicity   VII:  10: 7:1 

Recent  material  of  professional  interest   VII:5:11:1 

VII:6:5:2 
VII:12:8:1 

Reddy,  John  M,  (Mrs),    party  in  honor  of   VII:2:1^:2 

Reddy,  John  M.  (Mr  and  Mrs),    Daughter:  Louisa  Carroll   VII :U: 2:2 

Reddy,  Sigrid  R.  (Mrs).    Resigned   VII:7:2:l 

Reed,  John  A,    NECBC  meeting   VII:5:6:2 

Reed,  Paul  C,    ALA  conference  highlights   VII:7*13»1 

Reference  librarian.    Nineteenth  century  appraisal  of,  in  BPL 

ANNUAL  REPORT,  I898   VII:^:11:2 

Refreshments  at  Library  functions.    Lord,  Milton  E,,  letter  of 

explanation   VII:2:l8:2 

Reilly,  Joseph.    60  plus  activities  show   VII :5: 12:1 

Reiners,  Thomas.    SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  hospitality  committee,....  VII:10:7:1 

Report  from  Boston,    Recent  material  of  professional  interest,.,.  Vll:12:8:l 

Retirements,    Campbell,  M,  Therese   VII:  2:2:1 

VII:2:2:2 

Darling,  Florence  B   VII:6:3:1 

VII:7:2:1 

Davis,  Orlando  C   VII:3:6:1 

Earley,  George  H   VII: 3  =  6: 2 

Hayes,  Christine   VII: 8:5^1 

Hickey,  William   VII:5:3:2 


I 


I 
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Retirements,    (Continued),    Kennedy,  Patrick  A   VII:10!3*2 

VII:ll:10Jl 

Loughlin,  Joseph  A   VII: 8:1:2 

McGovern,  Margaret  I   VII:5:Uj1 

Reynolds,  William  A«    Concession  committee  •  VII:U:17 

Ricciardelli,  Benedetto  A.    Resigned   ?II:h:2:l 

Richardson,  Jean.    Married  to  Herman  T,  Silvius,  III   VII:11:8:2 

Richman,  Sarah, 

Book  selection  policy  committee  (President's  Notes)   VII:12:7!2 

CARE  committee,  thanks  from   VII:1:11:2 

Publications  coirmittee  ..,   VII:U:l6 

Transferred   VII  :U:  2  si 

Riley,  Alice  (Mrs).    Resigned   lll'.9iS'2 

Riley,  Paul  Ward,    SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  president   VII:10J6:2 

Rinker,  Floyd,    NECBC,  meeting   VII:^:6:2 

Robbins,  Mary  C,    Transferred   VII: 9^1:2 

Roberts,  Mary  R,    Membership  and  hospitality  coimi  ittee   VII:U:16 

Robinson,  Evelyn  R,    MIA  mid-winter  meeting,  RTLYA   Vll:3sll:l 

Robinson,  Sarita,    ALA  pre-conf erence   VII:8:8:1 

Robinson,  Tom,    MLA  mid-winter  meeting,  RTCL   VII:3:10:2 

Rogan,  Katherine  S,    Alumnae  tea,  fifth   VII:10:U-1 

Rogers,  Barbara  (Mrs).    Figenbaum,  Muriel,  shower  in  honor  of,..,  VII: 2:1^: 2 

Resigned   VII:8rl:2 

Rogin,  Lawrence,    Library  service  to  labor  groups,  ALA  conference  VII: 8:8: 2 

Rogovin,  Barbara,    Engaged  to  James  Gray   VII: 5:1: 2 

Party  in  honor  ofe   VIl:7:5sl 

Wedding   VII:  7:3:2 

Root,  Winifred  Fo    Censorship  (Soap  Box)   VII:10:13:1 

Rosenberg,  Gladysc     Golden,  Mary,  party  in  honor  of   VII:11:11:2 

Rosenberg,  Morris  J,    BPLEBA  fiftieth  anniversary  banquet  ..,  VII:5j20:2 

Christmas  tea.,,.   VII:l:2:2 

Davis,  Orlando  C,,  party  in  honor  of   VII:3:2:2 

Hayes,  Christine,  party  in  honor  of  ,.  VII:11:10S1 

Rosenheim,  Frederick  F.  J.  (Dr),    CLA,  fall  meeting  announcement.  VII:10:6:2 

Ross,  Elizabeth  P.    Alumnae  tea,  fifth   VII:10:U:1 

Davis,  Orlando  C, ,  party  in  honor  of   VII: 3:2: 2 

Golden,  Mary,  party  in  honor  of   VII:11:11:2 

Hayes,  Christine,  party  in  honor  of   VII:ll:10il 

Rossetti,  Gilda  0.    Bon  voyage   VII:5:3sl 

Party  in  honor  of   VII:6:7j1 

Roth,  Harold  L.    ALA  convention..   Vli:6:6:2 

Round  Table  of  Children's  Librarians, 

MLA  mid-winter  meeting,   VII:  3:10:1 

Meeting  at  BPL,  program   VII:^:6:2 

Meeting  on  March  20   VII: 3: 2:1 

Round  Table  of  Librarians  for  Young  Adults, 

Adams  Street  Branch  Library,  meeting  at   VII: 5:1;:  2 

Fall  meeting   VII:ll:l5:2 

MLA  mid-winter  meeting   VII:3:11:1 

Roussos,  Ernest  (Mrs),    Masterson,  Francis  B,,  dinner  in  honor  of  VII:5*10:i 

wormann.  Curt  (Dr),  reception  in  honor  of  VII:l:lUtl 
Routtenberg,  Hyman  J,  (Rabbi), 

Mattapan  Branch  Library,  Passover  Seder,  talk  on   VII:I|.:7s2 

West  End  Branch  Library,  gift  of  THE  SABBATH,  ITS  MEANING  FOR 

MODERN  m.l\   VII :U: 9:1 

Rubenstein,  Augusta  (Mrs).    Mattapan  Branch  Library,  "gems"   VII:8:lUs2 

Vacation  in  Florida   VII:9:5:2 

Ruddy,  Charles  0.    Resigned   VII:10:3!l 
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Russell,  Bernadette.    Married  to  John  J,  O'Callahan   VIlJ6t2i2 

Party  in  honor  of  ,   VII:[i:8:2 

Ruud,  Margaret,    Figenbaum,  Muriel  C,.  wedding  of...,   VII :U: 2:2 

Saari,  Tyyni.    Herrick,  Geraldine  S,  (Mrs),  party  in  honor  of...  VII;5»l^t2 

Susi,  Rita,  party  in  honor  of   VII: 10: 11: 2 

Transferred   VII:  3: 1:2 

Sagar,  Margaret  M,  (Mrs).    Tanck,  Elizabeth,  party  in  honor  of..  VII:^tlIt:l 

Transferred   VII:  10: 3:1 

Sagar,  Robert  (Mr  and  Mrs),    Daughter   VII: 9: 2$  1 

Morgan,  Margaret  A.,  hostess   VII:12:12:2 

St.  John,  Francis  R,    ALA  conference  casuals...   VII: 7:11:1 

Salaries. 

Adjustments  suggested  (Soap  Box)   VII:11:20:2 

Sub-professional  assistants,  inequities  in,  resolution  pre- 
sented to  BPL  Trustees   VII:8:12:1 

Sub-Professional  assistants,    inequities  in  (Soap  Box)   VII:l0:l6:l 

Salary  payments.    Cash  vs.  check. 

BPLPSA  executive  board  action  (president's  Notes)..   VII: 2:6:1 

VII:3:U:2 

Poll  being  taken  (President's  Notes)   VII:[i:6:2 

Foil  results   VII:6:26 

Poll  results  to  be  announced  soon  (President's  Notes)..   VII:5:9:1 

Soap  Box  1  VII  :U:  11: 2 

2  VII:U:12:l 

Salary  payments.  Check. 

Contrary  to  poll  (Soap  Box)   VII:2:20:2 

Newspaper  quote  by  "representative"  of  library  (Soap  Box),...  VII :2i 21:1 

Sac  Saimong,    Visitors.   VII:U:^:i 

Sarjeant,  Elizabeth  A.    Christmas  tefl  committee   VII:12:22 

Transferred   VII  jU:  2:1 

Saturday  Evening  Girls.    Reunion  at  West  End  Branch  Library.....  VII:l:3:2 
SATURDAY  REVIE\i/.    Heintzeliaan,  Arthur  W,,  mentioned  in  Festival 

of  the  Seven  Arts   VII:8i3»2 

Savakian,  Helen  H, 

Women's  house  committee,  membership  on   VII;ii:17 

cooperation  requested   VII: 7: 5* 2 

Scanlon,  Anna  (Mrs).    Fire  prevention  week   VII:10:7:2 

Scanlon,  Mary,    Bowling  League,  annual  banquet   VII:5l6:l 

Scannell,  Francis  X,  (Mr  and  Mrs),    Daughter:    Elizabeth  Keary..  VII:1:3:1 

Schiavone,  Kurtz,    Visitors  ,   VII:7:l4:2 

Schlein,  Janet  B.    Entered  service  ,   VII:7:l:2 

Schnitz-Veltin  (Dr),    Visitors   VII: 7:1; :2 

Schiel,  Hubert.    Visitors   V1Ij11:12:2 

Science  and  Technology  Department,    Party   VII:2:l5:2 

Scoff,  Theodora  B, 

BPLPSA,  executive  board,  assistance  to  (President's  Notes)...  VII: 2:6:1 

Best  wishes  for  speedy  recovery   VII:1:U:1 

Executive  board,  filling  of  vacancy  on  (Soap  Box)  2  VII: 8:16:2 

2  VII:8:17:1 

2  VII:8:17:2 

111  at  Faulkner  Hospita   VIi:5:l5:l 

Making  good  recovery   VII:6:lIi;l 

Party  in  honor  of   VII :11: 11:1 

Thanks  for  cards   VII:2:l6:2 

Welcomed  back   VII: 3: 19:1 

VII:9:5:2 

Scoggin,  Margaret  C.    ALA  pre-conf erence  highlights   VII: 7* 7:2 

Scully,  George,    Take  a  bow   VII:12<3?2 
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Segal,  Leah  Perils  (Mrs),    Golden,  Mary,  party  in  honor  of   VII:llsll:2 

Seidenberg.  Gerald  C,     Shine,  Gloria  H,,  wedding  of.   VII:7:U5l 

Seidenberg.  Gloria  S.  (Mrs),    Transferred,  ,   VIlJlO:3:l 

Selassie  Ato  Barakat  Gabre,    Visitors,...   VII:11:12J2 

Serex;  Frederic-,     In  memoriamr  o....,   VIlJ8:l4.:2 

Shaw,  Charles         Entered  service.,.  c.v.c  <>   VII:1:1;2 

Resigned*,,  ,  ,   ¥11:6:1:2 

Shaw.-  Dorothy  P. 

Lues,  special  committee  on  (Soap  Box) a   VllJlJii^l 

Hartzell,  Bertha  V,j  memorial  lecture  committee,  membership,.  VII;U:17 

report,....,  VII:10:U:2 

Special  committee  on  personnel  morale,  comments  invited,..,,..  VIIj5'-6'2 

VII:6:21:1 

reports  0 c o ......... .  VII:12;21 

Shaw;  Josephine  (Mrs),-    Partj'  in  honor  of...,,..rc.  <■ .  VII: 9*6 5 2 

Sheehan,  David  T,    Bowling  League,  annual  banquet  c.  VII:^:6:l 

Military  service 6   VII:5'ls2 

Sheehan,  Julia^    Massachusetts  School  of  Art,  junior  class  meet- 
ing in  Little  Theater,..  c...  VII:3s5j2 

Shelvin,  Susan  Ec     Fhtered  service.   VII: 2:1:2 

Shera,  Jesse         ALA  pre-conf erence  ,   VIl58:6:2 

Sherlock,  Philip  M-    Children's  Library  Association,  ALA  con- 
ference . . .  o  ,   e  , . ,  VII :  8 : 9 : 2 

Sherman,  Clarence  E,    MLA  mid-winter  meeting,  public  library 

group,...  e  c  c  ,  VII:  3: 8: 2 

Shields,  Joseph,    Gifts  to  BPL— THE  IRISH  REPUBLIC   VIltl2:ii:l 

Visitors,.  ..,  VII:75U52 

Shine,  Gloria  H.    Married  to  Gerald  Seidenberg,  c  VII: 7:2:1 

Re-entered  service-,,.,.   VII:6:1:2 

Wedding..    VII:7iU*-l 

Shore,  Elsa-     Soiree  at  Shore's.....   VII:12:6:1 

Silberman,  Mary  J,  (Mrs)o    Resigned  ,   VII:11:8:1 

Simonton;  Wesley.    ALA  pre-conf  erence   VII:8:7*1 

Skinnar,  Come.ia  Otiso    French  prints,  contemporary  exchange 

exhibition  opening,  r  o ....... ,  .>..,.,.......   VII:  10: 6  :1 

Sliney^  Edi^h         BPLPS^^  corresponding  secretary.   VII:)4tl6 

Married  tu  Julius  J.-.  Trockio,...   VII: 7: 2:1 

Party  in  jxonor  of o c.   VII^  7:^:1 

Shower  in  honor  of  ,   VII:5:2*2 

Wedding   VII:7:3s2 

Smart,  Pearl  B.    BPLPSA,  reception  for  officers  (Poster).   VII: 2: 23 

Bon  voyage.   ,   VII  s6:  2:2 

Centenrxial  commiX/tee.  o .  <,  VII:i;:17 

Kenny;  Mary  T.j  party  in  honor  of,   VII:11:8:1 

Party  in  honor  of c ......  c   VII:6:8:1 

Peck,  Edna  G,,,  bon  voyage  party  hostess   VII :6:  7:2 

Smith,  Helen  (Mrs).    MLA  mid-winter  meeting,  RTLYA,..,   VII:3:ll5l 

Smith,  Maurice  L,    South  End  Branch  Library,  Negro  history  week,  VII:2:17:2 
Smith;  Paul  W. 

Msr-'s  house  committee...........   VII:U:l6 

Special  committee  on  personnel  morale,  comments  invited   VII:5:6:2 

report,   VII:12:21 

Snyder,  Abraham,    Masterson^j  Francis  Bo  (Mr  and  I4rs),  testimo- 
nial dinner  in  honor  of , . , . ,  = . . . . , ,   VII:U:lU:2 

Soap  Box, 

Abbey  Room;  catnlog  oase;  transferred  to   VII:3:22:2 

Appointments,  delay  in  making  ,   VII:l:l[|:2 

VII:2:21:2 
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Soap  Box  (Continued). 

Appointments,  answer  to  letter  by  Eamon  McDonough,.   VII $1:15:1 

Assistants,  respons  ibilitites   VII:5:l6:2 

Audio-Visual  center  opening,  thanks  from  Mrs  Muriel  C,  Javelin  VIIJ1:18:2 

3PL — constructive  criticism  invited   VII 56:19*2 

BPL— in  praise  of,  by  Hope  Buxton  Brown   VII:8ll5:2 

BPL— poem  by  Harry  Andrews  (first  installment)   VII:11:21:1 

BPL— poem  by  Harry  Andrews  (second  ins  tallment)   VII:  12: 15: 2 

BPLPSA  business  meeting,  May  23,  conducting  of   VII:6:20:2 

BPLPSA  constitution,  interpretation  of  Article  II  (b)  proposed  VII:11:20:1 

BPLPSA  executive  board,  filling  vacancy  on  2  VII:8:i6:2 

2  VII:8:17:1 

2  VII:8:17j2 

1  VII:12:15:2 

BPLPSA  president,  campaign  of  criticism  against,  answer  to 

letter  by  "Geoffrey"   VII:7*l5:2 

Bliss  Perryana   VII:7sl5:2 

Book  selection,  new  procedures   VII:6:l8:2 

Book  Stack  Service,  few  personnel  transfers  out   VII :Ui 13:1 

Books  due  on  Wednesday,  poem   VII:l:l5*2 

Branch  Libraries,  Saturday  closing  suggested   VII:6:20»1 

Censorship. 

Answer  by  M,  Jane  Manthorne  to  article  in  BOSTON  SUNDAY 

POST   VII:9:9:1 

Letter  by  Harry  Andrews   VII:10:l5»l 

Letter  by  M,  Jane  Manthorne  commended.,   VII:10:l6:l 

Letter  by  M.  Jane  Manthorne  opposed.   VII:10:l6:2 

Letter  by  Mary  Louise  Oilman   VII:10:lU:2 

Letter  by  V/inifred  Root   VII:  10:13:1 

Charging  system — -"Lament  for  a  charging  plate' (poem)   VII:7:l5:2 

Twenty-one  days  is  a  mighty  long  time  (poem).  VII: 2: 21: 2 

Christmas  coffee  hour   VII:l:l5:l 

Coffee  Shop,  clearing  of  tables   VII:2:22:1 

suggestion  box   VII:2i22:2 

Complaints  and  suggestions,  response  to   VII:U:12:2 

Connolly,  Johin  J,,  answer  to  letter  from  "A  Reference  Assist- 
ant"  VII:3:20:1 

Constructive  criticism;  adverse  comment  (Editorial)   VII:3Jl:l 

Contributions,  selection  of,  defended  ,.  VII: 9:8: 2 

questioned   VII:9:8:1 

Departmental  reorganisation,  delay  recommended   VII:i4,:12jl 

Display  cases  vs.  lighting   VII:U:12:2 

Division  of  Business  Operations,  answer  to  criticism  of  Cus- 
todians and  Supply  Room  personnel   VII:8:15:1 

Economy  measures  suggested   VII:6:20:1 

First  assistants,  duties  and  salary  .1  VII: 3: 21 '2 

2  VII:U:10:2 

Five  day  week,  thirty-five  hours  in  five  days   VII:i4.:13:2 

In-service  training  projects,  future  plans?   VII:7:l6:2 

McDonough,  Eamon  E, ,  answer  to  May  Soap  Box  letter  on  BOSTON 

GLOBE  article   VII:6:l6:l 

President's  Notes  rejected   VII:6:l5:l 

Newspaper  interviews,  errors  in   VII:2:20:2 

Open  Shelf  Department,  no  stools  at  counter,...,   VII: 2: 20:1 

VII:3:20:2 

Open  Shelf  Department  and  Audio-Visual  Center  opening. 

Disadvantages  and  mistakes   VII:1:17:2 

Three  omissions,  ,   VII:  1:16:1 
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Soap  Box  (Continued)* 

Personnel  policy,  answer  to  letter,  t •*••••#.**..••  •   VII:5»20:2 

Policy,  application  of— answer  by  Supervisor  of  Personnel,.,,.  VII:li:13!2 
Policy  changes— more  notices,  and  consultation  with  staff 

organizations.   VII:  2i  20:1 

VII:2t20:2 

Poster  paper  paid  for  by  branch  and  children's  librarians,.,,.  VII:3:22:1 

President's  Notes,  rejected   VII:6si5:l 

Promotions,  Division  of  Reference  and  Research  Services   VII 10: 2 

Promotions,  interpretation  of  qualifications..,,   VII:3*21:1 

Promotions— point  system  2  VII:li:9:2 

1  VII:l:10:l 

1  VII:1:10:2 

1  VII:5:17:1 

1  VII:6:19'1 

Promotions — point  system,  answer  by  Supervisor  of  Personnel,,.  VII:6si6:2 

Public  relations — drivers'  strike   VII:12:17:2 

Egleston  Square  Branch  Library   VII:12:1752 

Publications  committee,  statement  of  policy  (Editorial)   VII:7:lil 

Query  and  reply   VII:l;l5:2 

QUESTION  MARK,  THE— contributors,  obligations  of   VII:U:11:1 

Record  catalog  not  completed   VII:2:19:2 

Salaries,  adjustment  suggested,....   VII:ll:20:2 

Salary  payment  by  check. 

Contrary  to  poll   VII: 2: 20: 2 

Newspaper  quote  by  "representative  of  library   VII :2t 21:1 

Salary  payments— cash  vs,  check  1  VII:U:11:2 

2  VII:U:12:1 

Schedule  making  difficulties   VII: 2: 21:1 

Stack  U,  gloss  on  floor   VII:7:l5:l 

Staff  Library,  magazine  rack  suggested   VII: 2: 22:1 

suggestions  for  periodicals,  answer  to.   VII: 3* 20 '2 

restriction  of  circulation  of  current  magazines  VII:2:22:1 

Sub-Professional  assistants,  salary  discrepancies   VII:10:l6:l 

Suimer  hours— close  Central  Library  Saturdays  at  6  p,m   VII: 5: 17:1 

Sunday  closing. 

Answer  to  I-lay  Soap  Box  letters  on  BOSTON  GLOBE  article   VII: 6: 18:1 

BPLPSA  president's  article  in  BOSTON  GLOBE  (Soap  Box)  1  VII:5:l8:2 

2  VII:$:19:1 

3  VII:6:l6:l 

BOSTON    HERALD,  advertisement  for  work   VII:^:l8:2 

Protest   VII:5:18:1 

Public,  effect  on   VII:^:20:l 

Sunday  opening  appreciated  by  Ohio  librarian   VII:7:l5:l 

Supervisors  to  check  on  wasted  time   VII :6: 20:1 

S\:ipplies,  distribution  of   VII :6: 20: 2 

Survey  of  economy  suggestions  by  assistants   VII:6:20:1 

Time  clocks,  installation  suggested   VII:6:20:1 

Tyler  Street  Reading  Room,  refreshments  for  opening   VII:l:l6;l 

"Vocabulary  builders"   VII:7:lU:2 

Women's  lounge,  courtesy   VII:6:18:2 

courtesy  both  ways,   VII:5:l8:l 

Work  simplification,  check  for  use   VII :6: 20:1 

Somes,  Mildred  R,    SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  meeting  at  BPL.   VII:10:12:2 

SORT. 

ALA  conference   VII:  8:10:1 

BPLPSA  delegates  to  SORT  annual  convention   VIIl6:U:2 

Gambrill,  Georgia — "canpaign  literature".  ,  VII:6:5:1 

Staff  association  bulletins  and  SCET  meetings  at  ALA  confer- 
ence (Editorial)   VII:6:1:1 
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South  End  Branch  Library.    Negro  history  week.  •••  VIIj2:17»1 

Southworth,  Stacy,    MLA  annual  meeting, ..... •   VIl!6:lls2 

Special  Libraries  Association, 

Annual  convention,  U3rd,....  •   VII:6s8:2 

Boston  Chapter,    Meeting  at  BPL,  guides  needed.....   VII»9»5j1 

report  of,   VII:10:l2j2 

Officers   VII:10:6s2 

Personnel  institute   VII:U:U:1 

Membership  appeal   VII:1:8:2 

Spitall,  Alfred  J,    First  Aid,  second  and  third  classes,  gradua- 
tion exercises   VII:^i20:l 

Spohr,  0,  H.    Visitors   711:6:3^2 

Stack  Four.    Gloss  on  floor  (Soap  Box)   VII:7:15:1 

Stack  Three,  Alterations  outlined  ,  VII:1:19;2 

Staff  Library,    Additions   VII:1:12:1 

VII:2tl3:l 

VII:U:2:1 

VII:^»12:2 

711:10:8:2 

VII:11:16:2 

VII:12:11:2 

Guerrier,  Edith,  gift  from   VII :U; 2:1 

Haraszti,  Zolt^n,  gift  from   VII:U:2il 

Magazine  rack  suggested  (Soap  Box)   VII:2:22jl 

Magazines,  restriction  of  circulation  of  current 

issues  suggested  (Soap  Box),   VII :2: 22:1 

Suggestions  for  periodicals,  answer  to  (Soap  Box)  711:3^20:2 

Staff  members  leaving.    Editorial   VII:12:i:i 

rtaff  morale.    Editorial   VII:12:lsi 

Staff  relations  and  staff  morale.    Editorial.   VII:3:l5l 

Stapleton,  Margaret,    Visitors,   VII5  75l4:2 

Starr  Confections  Co,    Candy  at  discount,  Valentine,  19^2   VlI:2iU:2 

Steinberger,  Helen  (Mrs),    ALA  pre-conf erence  highlights   VII: 7^9*1 

Stetson,  Lillian  (Mrs),    V.'est  End  Branch  Library,  Braille  exhibit  VII:l:lU:l 

Stevenson,  Grace  T,  (Mrs),    ALA  conference  highlights,,.,,   VIi;7Jl3t2 

ALA  mid-winter  meeting   Vll:2:5:2 

Stipurko,  Nancy  C,    Entered  service  ,   VII:3sl'l 

Mattapan  Branch  Library,  maypole  party, VIIt6:lIi:2 

Stokes,  John,    Civil  Defense,  Lady  Reading   VII:li:3>2 

Stone,  Robert  G,    Kingman,  Marion  C,,  citation,,   VII:3'3sl 

Stotz,  Bridie  P.  (Mrs),    Transferred   VII:i:2:l 

Strom,  Robert,    Blute,  Mary,  wedding  of  ,  VII:7'3tl 

Strout,  Ruth  P,    MLA  mid-winter  meeting,  RTLYA   VII:3j11:1 

Subject-departmentalized  public  library.    Recent  material  of  pro- 
fessional interest   VII:5:11:1 

Sub-Professional  Library  Assistants. 

BPL  trustees,  resolution  on  inequities  in  salaries,  presented 

to   VII:8:12:i 

Salary  discrepancies  (Soap  Box)   VIl2lOJl6:l 

Sughrue,  Joan  M,    Entered  service  ,   VII:  12:2: 2 

Sullivan,  Edward  (Reverend).    Catholic  book  week,  children's  day.  VII:3:6:2 

Sullivan,  John,    Bowling  League,  annual  banquet  ,   VII:5:6:1 

Sullivan,  Katherine  G, 

Best  wishes  for  speedy  recovery   VIlsil:8:2 

Season's  greetings  to  those  on  the  sick  list.....   VII:12:2:2 

Sullivan,  Loralne  A, 

BPLPSA,  reception  for  officers  (Poster)   Vll:2:23 

Book  selection  policy  committee  (President (s  Notes)   VII:12:7:2 
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Sullivan,  Loraine  A,  (Continued). 

Centennial  committee. »   VIIjUjI? 

SLA  convention  o   VII:6:9:1 

Sullivan,  Mary  M.    Alumnae  tea,  fifth   VII:10:U:1 

Summer  hours^    Close  Central  Library  Saturdays  at  6  p.m,  (Soap 

Box)   VII:5:17:1 

Sunday  closing. 

Answer  to  May  Soap  Box  letters  on  BOSTON  GLOBE  article  (Soap 

Box)   VII:6:18:1 

BPL  trustees,  resolution  presented  to   VII:8:11:2 

BOSTON  GLOBE  article  by  Eamon  E,  McDonough  (Soap  Box)  1  VII:5sl8:2 

2  VIl:5!l9:l 

BOSTON  HERALD,  advertisement  for  work  (Soap  Bex)   Vll:5sl8:2 

McDonough.  Ermon  E, ,  answer  to  May  letters  (Soap  Box)   VII:6:l6:l 

Protest  (Soap  Box)   VII:5tl8:l 

Public,  effect  on  (Soap  Box)  ,o  Vll:5:20:l 

Sunday  opening.    Appreciated  by  Ohio  librarian  (Soap  Box)  oo  VII:75l5tl 

Supervisors'  inspection  by.    Check  on  wasted  time  (Soap  Box)   VII =6: 20^1 

Supplies,    Distribution  of  (Soap  Box^ ,  o   VII  :6: 20: 2 

Surveys,    Economy  suggestions  of  assistants  (Soap  Box)^  «.  Vll:6:20'l 

Susi,  Rita,    Party  in  honor  of.   VII:10:11:1 

Transferred^   VII:6:2:1 

Sweet,  Ellen.     Scholarship,...   VII:6jll4r2 

Swenson,  Paul  B,    American  Exhibit,  France   VII :6: 13:1 

Boston  Society  of  Independent  Artists  e  VII:1:12:2 

Congress,  library  of,  lithograph  and  print  pur- 
chased by.   VII:6:13:1 

Swift,  Harriet,    Book  selection  policy  committee  (President's 

Notes)   VII:12:7:2 

Swiggett,  Howard,    ALA  conference  highlights   VII'7:12:1 

Tadodonia,  Rita.    Frye,  Harriet,  wedding  of   VII: 7: 3^2 

Take  a  Bow.    Manning,  Thomas  J   VII:12:3:2 

Scully,  George   VII:12:3:2 

Telephone  operators   VII:  12: 3:  2 

Talks  by  staff  mer.bers, 

Goldstein,  Fanny,  Jewish  book  month   VII:12:  7:1 

Gordon,  Elizabeth  M. ,  Children's  Section,,   VII:12:7j1 

Haviland,  Virginia,  Children's  Section   VII:12:7tl 

Javelin,  Muriel  C.  (Mrs)j>  Boston  City  Hospital   VII:10:2:2 

Kaufman,  Mildred,  College  of  Girl  Scouts   VII:11:19'1 

Tanck,  Elizabeth,    Luncheon  in  hcnor  of   VII:5»ll4-:l 

Tananbaum,  Oscar  (Dr  and  Mrs)c    Wormann,  Curt  (Dr),  reception  in 

honor  of  ,  ,   VII:l:lU:l 

Tape,  Teresa  L,    Resigned   VII:7:25l 

VIT:9:2:1 

Tauber,  Maurice  F,    ALA  pre -conference  ,   VII:8:851 

Taylor,  Jean  K.    ALA  pre-conf erence   VII:8j7:2 

Taylor,  Kanardy  L.    ALA  pns-conf erence   VII:8:7j1 

Taylor,  Lucien  E,    Christmas  tea   VII:1:2:2 

Taylor,  Sydney  (Mrs), 

East  Boston  Branch  Library,  book  week  program   VII:12:12:2 

West  End  Branch  Library,  Jewish  book  month   VII:12:lli:2 

Tecce,  Gilda.    Transferred   VII: 8: 1:1 

Telephone  operators.    Take  a  Bow   VII: 12: 3: 2 

Television. 

ALA  conference  highlights   VII: 7: 13:1 

Allen,  Ida  Bailey  (Dr) --Solving  the  high  cost  of  eating   VII:5:5:2 

Barger,  Thomas  C, —Exhibit  on  Saudi  Arabia   VII:9*U:1 
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Television  ( Continued) « 

Boudreau,  Elizabeth  Bo — Cardinal  Spellman  stamp  collection,...  VII«5$5:2 

Burgess^  Thornton — Lecture  Hall  talk   VIl:6ihJl 

Competition,  comments  invited  (Editorial)   VII:5'1'1 

Davis,  Hazel  (Mrs) —Gourds  exhibit.   VII:2tl5:l  i 

Fisher,  Edith— Valentine  exhibit   VII:  2:1^:1 

Hahn,  Bill— Mineral  exhibito   VII : 7:^:1 

Huse,  Polly— Bookbuilders  of  Boston   VII: 7:5:2 

Program  guests   VII:5:5:2 

Krumm,  Gerald  Fa— Mineral  exhibit,....   VII:6:U:1 

VII:7t5:l 

Nelson,  Truman— THE  SIN  OF  THE  PROPHET,.   VII:2:l5:l 

Pitcher,  Gladys --Bookbuilders  of  Boston.   VII:7:5:2 

Thornton,  Claire^    In  Pilate^  s  Daughter^   VII ••3519  =  2 

Thornton,  Francis  B.  (Reverend)  o    CLA  conference  c   VII:  8:6:1 

Thorp,  Roberta.    Scholarship,.   VII:6jlii:2 

Tibbetts,  Barbara.    BOSTON  TRAVELER— Woman  of  the  Weeko  o,  VII:8:li:l 

Tibbetts,  Paul,    Recital.   VII:3:3Jl 

Tibets,  Veronica  K.  (Mrs)o 

Resigned..   VII:9i2:l 

Women's  house  committee,  membership  on  ,   VII:U=17 

co-operation  requested   VII:  7:^5 2 

Tiemann,  Ernest  (Dr),    Audio-Visual  conference,  national   VII:2!llsl 

TIME.,    Letter  by  Eamon  E.  McDonough  and  answers   VII:9:U:2 

Time  clocks.    Installation  suggested  (Soap  Box)   VIl56:20:l 

Topol,  Lillian  L.  (Mrs)     Resigned   VII:3:1:2 

Toy,  Mary  C.    Christmas  tea..   vn:l:2:2 

Davis,  Orlando  C,  party  in  honor  of   VII: 3*2:2 

Hayes,  Christine,  party  in  honor  of   VII:11:10J1 

Trayser,  Donald.    MIA  annual  meeting   VII:6:10:2 

Trocki,  Edith  S,  (Mrs). 

BPL  trustees — resolution  on  Sunday  service  and  inequities  in 

pay  of  full-time  sub-professional  assistants,  presented  to,  VII:8:12:2 

Best  wishes  from  executive  board   VII:12:7:2 

Tudor,  Tasha,    i4LA  mid-winter  meeting,  RTCL   VIl:35lO:2 

Tuley,  John  Wc 

BPL  centenary  gift,  first   VII:5:9*-1 

Civil  Defense,  two  schools   VII: 8:^: 2 

First  Aid,  instructors'   course,  graduation  exercises.   VII:3j16:2 

second  and  third  classes,  graduation  exercises   VII:5j20:1 

Tuley,  Patricia  A.    Engaged  to  James  J,  Norton   VII: 8:1:2 

In  musical  comedy  Allegro.   VII :5: 13 '2 

Turbin,  Mollie  Tansman  (Mrs).-    Golden,  Mary, party  in  honor  of,...  VII:11:11:2 

Turley,  Joseph  F.    Resigned   VII:l:ls2 

Tyler,  I,  Keith,    Audio-Visual  conference,  national  ,  VII:2rl2:l 

Tyler  street  Reading  Room,    Children' s  Librarians '  meeting   VII:6:5:1 

Opening,  refreshments  for  (Soap  Box).  VII:l:l6:l 

U  Kuang.    Visitors   VlUh'-^il 

U.S.A.  COmOBJTIAL,    Censorship  in  the  Bay  State   VII:3:l8:l 

U  San  Htwar.    Visitors   VII:U:5:1 

U  Than,    Visitors   VlI:U:5si 

U  Thien  Han.    Visitors   VII:ii:5»l 

Ugalde,  Louis  M,    Entered  service,   VII:6:i:2 

Ulveling,  Ralph.    ALA  Bill  of  Rights  (Soap  Box)   VII:10:l5:l 

ALA  mid-winter  meeting.   VIIj2:5»2 

Untemeyer,  Louis.    MLA  fall  meeting   VII:12:9:2 


Usher,  Sarah  M. 

ALA  membership  dues,  reminder,   VII:ll;l65l 

BPLPSA,  executive  board,  filling  vacancy  on  (Soap  Box)   VII '8: 17:1 

VII:12:l5:2 

BPLPSA,  fall  meeting   VII:10:20 

Christmas  coffee  hour  (Soap  Box)   VII:l:l5sl 

Civil  Defense,  Lady  Reading's  talk   VII:U:3:2 

Detroit  Public  Library  Staff  Association  NEWS  BULLETIN   VII: 8: 17: 2 

First  Aid,  second  and  third  classes,  graduation  exercises,..,.  VII:5:20:1 

MLA  business  meeting   VII:3:12:1 

Membership  and  hospitality  committee,   VII:U:l6 

Program  committee,   VII:l4.:l6 

Publications  committee  (1951)  bows  out   VII: 1:19: 2 

Salaries,  cash  vs.  check— results  of  poll   VII:6:26 

Sliney,  Edith  M,,  shower  in  honor  of,...   VII:5:2:2 

Vacca,  Pasquale  A,    Entered  service   VII:1:1:2 

Luncheon  in  honor  of.......   VII:5:lU:l 

Staff  Library  committee.   VII:U:17 

Vacca,  Pasquale  A.  (Mrs).    Morgan,  Margaret  A.,  hostess   VII:12:12:2 

Vangos,  A,  Victoria.    Bruhn,  Marilyn,  party  in  honor  of.,   VII:11:17:2 

Entered  service   VII:U:1:2 

Vaughan,  Wayland.    Human  relations  book  fair,  first   VII:10:i:2 

Vazakas,  Georgeo    Open  Shelf  Department,  opening   VII:1:13:1 

Vazakas,  John,    Open  Shelf  Department,  opening   VII:1:13:1 

Velardo,  Natalie  l,     Jjitered  service  ,   VII:l4.:l:2 

Viguers,  Ruth  (Mrs).  Mt,  Pleasant  Branch  library,  book  week   VII:12:13:2 

North  End  Branch  Library,  guest  storyteller,  VII:U:8:1 

Vinci,  Paul  (l^  and  Mrs),    Daughter:    Karen  Rita   VII: 7: 2:2 

Vining,  Elizabeth  Gray  (Mrs),    ALA  conference  highlights   VII:7:lU:l 

Visitors.    Ali,  Syed  Ahmad  Bin   VII:1:U:2 

Avencena,  Marcela  (Mrs)   VII:9s7:l 

Binder,  Johanna  (Dr)   VII:11:12:2 

Blom,  Joana   VII:3:U:1 

Charles,  Helen  F   VII:7:U:2 

Corner,  Phyllis   VII :6: 3:2 

Crostarosa,  Neomi  (Mrs)   VII:3:U:l 

Dagher,  Joseph  (Dr)   VII:7:U:2 

de  Mello,  Monte-Mor   VII:7:U:2 

de  Queiroz,  Sambaquy   VII:7:U:2 

Garrity,  Florence   VII:7:U:2 

Heinlein,  Hanna   VII:9:7:1 

Homo,  Nicole   VII:3:i:l 

Ishihara,  Jiro   Vll:l:h'2 

Izawa,  Kohei   VII:6:3:2 

Kesavan,  B.  S   VII:5:6:1 

Larsen,  Asger  Frokjaer   VII:11:12J2 

Lewy,  Kaethe  (Mrs)   VII:6:3:2 

Mahmoud,  Hassan  (Dr)   VII:10:2:2 

Miammendey,  Richard  (Dr)   VII:lljl28  2 

Myers,  Kurtz   VII:7:Ii.:2 

Okada,  Naro   VII:6:3:2 

Phyla ctopoulos,  G.  S.  (Dr)   VII:l:li:2 

Sao  Saimong   VIl:h:5:l 

Schiavone,  Kurtz   VII:7:h:2 

Schiel,  Hubert   VII:  11: 12: 2 

Schmitz-Veltin  (Dr)   VII:7:U:2 

Selassie,  Ato  Barakat  Gabre   VII:11:12:2 

Shields,  Joseph,   VII:7:U:2 
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Visitors  (Continued),    Spuhr,  0,  H   VII:6:3:2 

Stapleton,  Margaret   Vll!7:hs2 

U  Kuang   VII:U:5:1 

U  San  Htwar   VII:U:5:1 

U  Than   VII:U:^:1 

U  Thien  Han   VII:U:^.'l 

Wendling,  Willi   VIl:llrl3:l 

Wormann,  Curt  (Dr)o   VIIJl:U:2 

Wuelfing.  Rita.   VII:1:U:2 

"Vocabulary  builders"  (Soap  Box 5   VTI:7:lU:2 

Wade,  B,  Gertrude, 

Hayes,  Christine,  and  Frances  Kelley,  party  in  honor  of   VII:8:2:1 

Staff  Library  committee   Vllrlirl? 

Wadsworth,  Irene  J.    BFLPSA,  fall  meeting   VII:10:20 

Program  committee   VII*U:l6 

Walker,  Eunice  R.  (Mrs).    Resigned   VII:10r3:l 

Walker,  Fauline  A, 

BFLPSA,  executive  board,  filling  vacancy  on  (Soap  Box)   VII:8:l6:2 

Coffee  Shop,  thanks  for  Christmas  greetings  »  Vll5l5i;s2 

Epifania,  Enrica,  visit  to  Boston.   VII:3'l852 

Library  objectives  committee,  membership  on   VII ^U'l? 

report  of   VIIJ6:23 

report,  corrections  on   VII: 7:6:1 

West  Roxbury  Woman's  Club,  meeting  in  Little  Theater   Vll'3''S'2 

Wall,  Louise  (Mrs), 

party  in  honor  of   VII :5:3s 2 

Women's  house  committee,  cooperation  requested   VIi:7s5^2 

membership  on   VII:U:17 

Wall,  Ruth  (Mrs),    Silver  wedding  anniversary   VII:12:lU:l 

Wallace,  Sarah  H.    Recent  material  of  professional  interest   VII:55ll:2 

Waller,  Theodore.    ALA  pre-conf erence  highlights   VII:7«9:1 

Walsh,  Janice,    Neponset  Branch  Library,  doll  exhibit  •  VII:12:lUsl 

Walsh,  Joseph  F,    Entered  service   VII:U:1:2 

Walsh,  Mary  L  (Mrs),    Holt,  Madalene  D. ,  party  in  honor  of   VII:^:l6:l 

Warner,  Rosalyn  S,    Welcomed  back   VII:  1:3' 2 

l»feshbum,  Bradford,    MLA  fall  meeting   Vll:12:9:l 

Washington  Village  Branch  Library,    charging  system,  reaction  to.  VII:1:13'1 

Rejuvenation  program   VII: 2:18:1 

V/asserman,  Paul.    ALA  conference  casuals   VII:7:ll5l 

Waters,  Alice  M,    Transferred   VII: 2:2:1 

Waters,  Martin  F.    Entertainment  coirenittee,  membership  on   VII:U:l6 

thanks  from   VII :^: 8:2 

Masterson,  Francis  B.,  dinner  in  honor  of   VII:5:10:1 

Waters,  Martin  B.  (Mr  and  Mrs),     Son:    Martin  Jerome,   VII:35  2:1 

V/aters,  Richard  J,    Engaged  to  Shirley  Anderson   VII:  10: 13:1 

Entered  service   VII:l:l:2 

SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  meeting  at  BPL   VII: 10:12: 2 

Watson,  Aura  G,  (Mrs),    Entered  service,   VII: 2:1:2 

Watson,  Fletcher  G.  (Professor),    MLA  fall  meeting   VII:12:9:2 

Watson,  Geneva,    Alumnae  tea,  fifth   VII:10:Ii5l 

Watson,  John,    BPLEBA,  fiftieth  anniversary  banquet   VII:5:20:2 

Wayman,  Dorothy,    Jamaica  Plain  Branch  Library,  Friends  of,  first 

fall  meeting   VII:12;13:1 

Wayne,  Naomi  L,  (Mrs), 

Mt,  Bowdoin  ^ranch  Library'-,  summer  reading  club  costume  party,  VII:9:6:1 

Transferred   VII:  10: 3:1 

Weinberg,  Sidney, 

BPLPSA  constitution,  interpretation  of  Article  II  (b)  proposed 

(Soap  Box)   VII:  11: 20: 2 
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Weinberg,  Sidney  (Continued), 

BPLPSA  constitution,  legality  of  change .  questioned 

(President's  Notes)   711:12:7^2 

Soiree  at  Shore's   VII:12:6:2 

Special  coimittee  on  personnel  morale,  coiranents  invited  c  VII:5:6:2 

report   VII:12:21 

Welby,  Mary  T.  (lirs).    Entered  service   VII:12:2:2 

Welch,  Helen  (Mrs),    MLA  mid-winter  meeting,  institutional  li- 
brarians' group   VII:  3: 10*1 

Wendling,  Willi,    Visitors   VII:11:13:1 

Werner,  Eunice  Ro    Entered  service   VII:2:i:2 

West,  Albert,    East  Boston  Branch  Library,  Friends  of,  gifts 

from   VIi:ll:l8:2 

West  End  Branch  Library. 

Camp  Fire  Girls'  activities   VII :U: 8:2 

VII :5: 16:1 
VII:9:7:1 
VII:10:12:2 
VII: 11: 19: 2 

Charging  anecdote  «,  VIi:ltll4«2 

Children's  Museum,  visits  to   VII :9: 7:2 

VII:ll:20:l 

Exhibits— Art  by  pupils  of  Blackstone  School   VIi:l2:l5:l 

Art  week   VIItll:19:2 

Book  plates  of  Jewish  interest   VII:12:lU:2 

Braille   VIIj1:1U:1 

Healing  hands   VII:10:12:1 

Judaica  books   VII:12:lU:l 

Labor  contest,  materials  for   VII:2:l8:l 

Negro  history  week   VII: 2:18:2 

Passover-Easter   VII:U:9*1 

Stained -glass  windows   VII:[i.:8:2 

Telephone   VII:3:19:2 

Jewish  book  month   VII:12:li4:2 

Jewish  book  plates   VII:11:19:2 

May  Day  observance   VII:5:l6:2 

Nurses,  book  talks  for   VII:2:l8:2 

Poetry  group — Hoppe,  Fred,  leader   VII:10:12:1 

Meeting   VII:12:l5:l 

Roberts,  Lydia  (Mrs)   VII:2:l8:2 

Safety  program   VII:8:lU:2 

Society  for  the  Preservation  of  New  England  Antiquities, 

hosts  to  staff   VII:5:l6:l 

Summer  reading  club  awards   VII:9:7:2 

Visit  of  school  children   VII :12: 10:1 

Visitors,  Avencena,  Marcela  (Mrs),,...   VII:9:7:1 

Heinlein,  Hanna   VII:9:7:i 

Wormann,  Curt  (Dr),  reception  in  honor    of   VII:1:13:2 

West  Roxbury  VJoman's  club.    Meeting  in  Little  Theater   VII:3:5:2 

Wheeler,  Joseph  (Dr),    Recent  material  of  professional  interest,  VII:6:6:1 
White,  Gladys  R. 

Hartzell,  Bertha  V.,  memorial  lecture  committee,  membership.,  VII:[nl7 

report   Vll:10:li:2 

Special  committee  on  personnel  morale,  comments  invited   VII:5:6:2 

report   VII :  12 1 21 

T.*iite,  Marie  E.  (Mrs),    Resigned   VII: 7: 2:1 

Wickersham,  Lucille,    MLA  annual  meeting   VII:6:11:2 

Wigglesworth,  Richard  (Congressman),    Phillips  Brooks  Branch  Li- 
brary, Friends  of   VII: 10: 11: 2 


Wight,  Edward  (Dr),    Recent  material  of  professional  interest,,.  VII:6:6:1 

Willcox;  Roland  Co    MLA  business  meeting...,.   VII:3s11j2 

Williams,  Eo  Wo    Fire  prevention  week,   VII:10»7j1 

Williams,  Patience-Anne  C,    Engaged  to  Mortimer  Lenk   VII :12: 12:1 

Staff  Library  committee   VII:U:17 

VJillis,  Rebecca  E,    Alumnae  tea,  fifth   VII:10:h!l 

Davis,  Orlando  C, ,  party  in  honor  of........  VII: 3^2:2 

Hayes,  Christine,  party  in  honor  of  «...  VII:ll:105l 

Wilson,  Eileen  T,    Married  to  Paul  W^  McGillicuddy, . ,   VII:3!2:2 

WILSON  LIBRARY  BULLETIN, 

Nourse,  Dorothy      ,  Bait  for  bookworms   VII:3sl752 

Recent  material  of  professional  interest  •   VII:5tllJ2 

Wilson,  Patricia  M.    Bowling  League,  annual  banquet   VII:5:6:l 

Engaged  to  Michael  Venezia,   VII :1: 2:1 

Wilson,  Eileen  T.,  wedding  of   VII: 3:2: 2 

Winn,Ruth  E,    Resigned   VII: 7:2:1 

Winnick,  Pauline, 

BPLPSA,  reception  for  officers  (poster)   Vll:2:23 

Centennial  committee  o..  VII:U:17 

RTCL,  fall  meeting   VII:12:10:2 

mid-winter  meeting   VII:  3: 10^3 

RTLYA,  fall  meeting   VII:11:1^:2 

meeting  at  Adams  Street  Branch  Library   VII:55U:2 

Winslow,  Amy,    Recent  material  of  professional  interest   VII:5:11:1 

VII:6:5:2 

Wollent,  Edna  M,  (Mrs), 

Civil  Defense,  Medical  and  Health  Division,  all-day  session,.  VII:10:12:2 

First  Aid,  instructors'  course,  graduation  exercises   VII:3"l6:2 

second  and  third  classes,  graduation  exercises,...  VII:5:20:1 

Women's  house  committee.    Cooperation  requested   VII:7:^:2 

Ode  to  a  dirty  sink   VII:10:7:1 

Women's  lounge.    Courtesy  (Soap  Box)   VII:6:l8:2 

Courtesy  both  ways  (Soap  Box)   VII:^:l8:l 

Work  simplification.    Checked  for  use  (Soap  Box),   VII :6: 20*1 

Work  with  young  people.    ALA  conference  highlights   VII:  7:12:1 

ALA  pre-conference  highlights   VII:7:7:1 

Wormann,  Curt  (Dr), 

Greater  Boston  Chapter,  American  Friends  of  the  Hebrew  Uni- 
versity, reception  by   VII:l:13s2 

Visitors   VII:1:U:2 

Vft-ight, Elizabeth  L.  (l-Irs). 

ALA  mid-winter  meeting   VII: 2:^:2 

Bon  voyage   VII:7:2:2 

Gilson,  Barbara,  bon  voyage  , . .  VII:8:3:1 

Girls'  High  School,  career  day,  speaker  at   VII:l4:Usl 

Kenny,  Mary  T,,  party  in  honor  of   VII:11:8:1 

MLA, annual  meeting   VII:6:11:2 

mid-winter  meeting   VII: 3:11: 2 

Open  Shelf  Department,  stools  at  counter  (Soap  Box)   VII:3:20:2 

Party  in  honor  of   VII:6:8:1 

Peck,  Edna  G.,  bon  voyage  party  hostess   VII:6:7:2 

Personnel  policy,  answer  to  letter  (Soap  Box)   VII: 3: 21:1 

Policy,  application  of,  answer  by  Supervisor  of  Personnel 

(^oap  Box)   VII:U:lU:l 

Promotion,  point  system,  answer  by  Supervisor  of  Personnel 

(Soap  Box)   VII:6:18:1 

SLA,  Boston  Chapter,  personnel  institute,  chairman  of  panel.,  VII:i4.:U:l 
Staff  Library,  suggestions  for  periodicals,  answer  to  (Soap 

Box)   VII:3:20:2 
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Wuelfing,Rita.    Visitors  •   VIIil:ii:2 

Yates,  Elizabeth,    Mt.  Pleasant  Branch  Library,  book  week   VII:12:13'2 

YeL^nokas,  Wanda.    SCHOUSTIC  MAGAZINE,  first  prize  for  essay.....  VII:3:17:2 

Yerxa,  Catharine  M,    MLA,  annual  meeting <,   VII: 6: 9*1 

VII :6: 11: 2 

mid-winter  meeting   VII:35ll:2 

Yo^ong  People's  Room,    Gourd  exhibit,, ,   VII:2:l6:l 

Zachan,  William  A,    RTLYA,  fall  meeting   VII:11j15:2 

Zohn,  Harry  (Dr).    LIBER  AMICORUM   VII:12t7tl 
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